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THE

We can foretell the future for ourselves;
and only faithful to himself is each. Truth
is of 1o sex. This day we propose to speak
of Womax; the half which must complete
the angel ; the dual principle which makes
our God, our father and our mother.
Woman ! we might plead for thee in tones
drawn from the heart of beauteous Nature,
clothed in flowers, cchoing in music,
wreathed around with the tenderest sympa-
thies into which love, pity, affoction, ever
coined the human heart. But, O woman!
no effort of mere oratory shall fritter away
thy claims this day; no attempt to enforee
from thyself, or from thy companion, either
pity, sympathy, mere emotion. We never
y€t saw that institution, that art or science
in the world's history, taking its place in
Nature, that was the result of mere authorita-
tive command. All change, to be perma-
nent, useful, divine, must be the result of
natural growth; and this day, O woman!
we will not speak cither. in a tone of com-
mand or entreaty to man to do theo right.
He cannot do it. Tt is with thyself, thyself
alone, that thou must build a name end a
place in history, more glorious than that
which the past has decreed, and that place
and name must grow from practice. It is to
tell thee and suggest to thee, from the loving
heart of the spiritual sisterhood, what thou
eanst do, not what Utopia thou mayst enjoy,
that we are this day met together. We may,
therefore, enwreath our speech with few
phrases of ornament or beauty ; but what we
shall give to thee is the wolling up of a
heart gushing with love for the name of
woman, proud o bear it, and striving from
the soul of souls the quivering link to find
that has its birthplace in the heart of mother
and father God, and twines around that of

is vibrated and ncted upon. this day by th

PLACE AND MISSION OF WOMAN.

Woman ! regard thy place in the history
of the past, and thou wilt sce that the Di-
vine hand has led thee, step by step, as He
has led thy companion, got as thou dost
suppose, beneath the pall of degradation
and obscurity, but precisely where thy foot
should have been planted. Men and women !
you know that the elements of change, when
they rise to the surface, appear in bubbles
“upon the ocean, or in fires from the voleano,
—all portend that a change is at hand, that &
transition state in society is being passed
through. The butterfly must be born of the
worm whiclf is now writhing in the effort to
cast its shell. Learn from the signs of the
times, that the subject of Woman and Mar-
riage now agitates society with a power that
portends a mighty change. The few who
dare to step into the arena of public discus-
sion, and bear the standard marked with
these two names, do &0 in defiance of public
opinion. Hence they have been forced into
«an extremism which is alike mjurious to the
cause of truth and to the name, grace, and
purity of woman. On the other hand, the
exceeding polarity which Ever prevails, in
the change which public opinion must un-
dergo before it finds its equilibriu, is for-
cing others into retirement and obscurity.
Shall there be found none who dare
that position which may tend to a just equi-
libriwm in public opinion# There should be
some ; and let none call himself or herself
a Spiritualist, who is not willing to occupy
this position, As Spiritualism is the light
of heaven, which alone can vitalize and re-
form, by calling up the race from thé'posi-
tion from whenee they have sprung, from the
animal to the spirit world, so on the integral
parts of society, as they from time to time
t themselves for discussion, Spirit-
pualism is bound to cast the light of its divine
and radiant morality. In the name, then, of

every human soul, not excepting that whld%

+ intelligences which control your speaker.

Spiritualism, as. one who has assumed, —
®




whether self-constituted or elected, God
alone can decide, —as one, then, who has
assumed the place of reformer and teacher
and humanitarian, our design is this dny,
whether in defiance of public opinion or
forced hither by its voice, to speak of Woman
and Marringe,

We ask, in the first place, what Pposition
has woman occupied in history that she
needs to claim her rights, so called * Does
she not possess them? She says she does
not, never has, Trace the history of the
past, and you will find that, from the carliest
ages, woman has appeared ever, not as the
helpmect for man, so much as an appendage
upon the condition of man. Why is this?
If, as we stated in the first portion of our
address, woman's sphere has been marked
out by God himself, is this just and right?
Certainly not, in the abstract, as man and
woman at present stand; but when you con-
sider the necessity of the world's progress,
and recognize that that progress has been
forced upward, as it were, from the plane of
physical strength to intellect, and from in-
tellect to spirituality, you will observe at
once that the conformation of man and
woman demanded that man at the outset
of creation, as the recipient of the principle
of force, of physical strength, should be the
leader; that man, who was to build, dig,
and fashion, with the world's hard, rude
tools, the elements of civilization, must, of
necessity, rejoicing in his own strength, and
acting it out, be the active portion of the
world. Woman has not found, as yet, her
sphere. When you obserye the differences
that Nature has stamped upon each, even in
the tone of the voice, in the fashion of every
merve and musele, in the color of the skin, in
the aspiration of each soul, you perccive,
inevitably, that woman is destined to be the
finger which shall point upward, man the
hand that skall carve out the way, You
must also recognize, that as the era of phys-
ical force began to yicld, as the mighty pyr-
amids of Egypt gave place to the fuiry

architecture of Greece and Rome, woman

gradually nssumed her place as the compan-
ion of man, as the helpmeet for man; and
while man still inherits that lordship which
his peculiar conformation and strength gave
him, and ever will assign to him in & world
of matter, where physical forée must ever be
the foundation and corner-stone, o, mot
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until the mind, both of man and. ‘woman,
perceives a higher aim in life, and attains to
the knowledge that the spiritual is the ulti-
mate of existence, that spirit is the change-
less thread upon which the forms of matter
are strung, like beads, in ascending groda-
tions, —not until men and women both
recognize this, will woman's truc sphere,
that of the spiritual ascendant in the human
nature, be found. M

Remember, women, in all the ages of the
past, have manifested greater aptitude for
what is termed inspiration. The means of
inspiration are strictly chemical. The means
by which inspiration from thought reaches
the brain are nothing more nor less than the
affinitizing principle, cven that principle
called magnetism, which, outreaching to the
magnetism from thought, forms the com.
pound which you call knowlcdge or inspira-
tion. Women, by their peculiar organism,
by the fineness of their nerves, the suscepti-
bility of their sensations, the absence of that
lnrge, conrse, and physical development,
which does not require so fincly strung an
organization, women have always been pecu-
linrly susceptible of impressions through the
imaginative and scnsational parts of their
natures, also, the affectional and emotional,
Men, with their larger and firmer knit minds,
Jjudgmatical, more apt to reason, as they are
more fitted to reason, from the external and
sensational plane, weigh and measure that
which is presented to them, while women
pereeive and appropriate truth by what is
termed induction. But when you doubt,
and say that you will place man and woman
upon the sume plane of action, however you
may desire to equalize the balance of thought,
or governing principle, between them, you
must first appeal to Nature, either to reverse
or equalize their conformations as phygical
beings.

We perceive in Nature also, even in the
grasses of the field, even in those chemical
affinities which we find to exist in metals,
that the male and female principle is that
which constitutes the dual principle which
produces life and being. Of consequence,
then, we look to this dual prineiplé to form
a third; we look to man and woman as the
organisms by which the ultimate creation is
to be outworked. The quostion will arise, —
and it is one that we shall hereafter discuss,
— whether there is not a law in Nature which
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, attempt to grapple with that which Nature

represents o single metal, o single flower, &
single animal, or o single human being, as
but a part, as but a subdivision of that alone
which constitutes the whole, the union of the
two? You can neither diminish nor increase,
then, the vast importance of the subject of
the place which woman shall hold in that far
future which is inevitable; you can neither
hasten its coming nor retard it. A ehange
is predicted by the signs of the times; and
that change is inevitable ; it is precisely that
for which woman, by her conformation, as
well 08 her mentality, is fitted. Our busi
ness be it to endeavor to ascertain that, not
to outreach for some fancied good beyond
her sphere ; not to trample upon the flowers
which are springing up around her ; not to

not see, throughout its length and breadh,
one cingle legislative body which answers
this purpose, —no, notone! What are the
interests to be represcuted? Is there a le-
gislative body upon the face of the carth,
where one of its members dares to rise up,
and, in the fice of scorn and ridicule, sk
the question — + Do spirits communicate 3"
Is there that Senate, Legislature, Parliament,
or Congress upon earth where one dares to
stand up and say — « What are the evidences
of immortality } Let us legislate and convene
a council to inquire into this” Is there
one who dares to nsk — + What are the best
means either of enforcing or of impressing
upon the people the duty of doing to others
as they would be done by:” Is there one
legislative body upon .this earth that pos-
sesses within itself those who know how
to work in wood, iron, and steel ?— who
can paint, who can draw, who can build,
who can fashion the tools of life, who can
dig, who can sew, who can spin?_ And yet
ull these are represented — their interests,
their wants, their demands. And how are
they represented ? - In theory. Not one sin-
gle operative by which the world's machin-
ery rolls on do you ever find practically rep-
resented ; that is to say, reprelented by the
voice of one who ean practically identify
himself with the working of that which he
claims to represent. The soul's best inter-
est—the question of immortality —of life
—of death —of religion, in a word —is sup-
posed to be represented when men vote
money to build churches and pay priests ;
but the working of that pricsthood, the use
to which those churches are devoted — shame
and scorn would await that legislator, mem-
ber of parliament, senator, or monareh, who
should consider these worthy subjects for
public discussion. To make a nation great,
to make it strong and powerful, to devise
the best means by which the few can gavern
the many, is the object of all human Jegis-
lation, ~ *

Now, woman! raise thy voice in such an
assomblage as this, and then see what good
you will do What is your mission? When
we place it before you, you shall sce how
worse than useless would be the cry of thy
beating, burning henrt to give love and hu- _
and strength, mentally and physically, to | manitary considerations their full value in a
represent and govern the masses, We look | legislative body. You may swell the mum-
abroad upon the earth this day, and we du,vén you may swell the clamor, but you

has not destined for her.

Let us now ask what woman claims, and
then proceed to meastre it by what Nature
determines for her.

We understand that she claims equality
with man, us far as regards her social, reli-
gious, and political position. She requires
equality with man in the right to govern her
person, her property, her children. She re
quires cquality with man in the right to enter
into schools, and the associations of commerce
and trade, and to hold positions in the goy-
crnment. These we. believe to be some of
the phases, or, we might say, some of the de-
mands, which the ordinary term * Woman's
Rights,” includes. There are, of course,
many other points which we cannot now
enumerate, which grow out of these. We
believe, however, that we have stated that
which includes the entire of the socinl, reli-
gious, and political position of the race.
She requires to be permitted to raise her
voice in the Legislature. This is the first
point which we ask leave fo discuss. In
doing this, we shall be compelled, apparent-
1y, to step out of the purpose of our ndd.r.t.tes,
to consider what Legislatures, not only of
this land, but of every land, ‘are, as they
stand at present. Woman! you shall then
determine for yoursclyes whether what you
covet is worth the possession.

What are governments? They are sup-
posed to be a class of persons, or one person ;
a few persons, possessing the power, ability,
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never can be sught of use in a legislative
body, until the people's interests, the peo-
Ple’s wark, the people’s souls, and the peo-
Ple's moral relations are fairly represented.
Do you wish-to legislate concerning tarifls,
and rates, and dues, and statistics, and weigh,
measure, and gauge the heavy articles of
commerce? Do you know the value of bales
of wool and cotton ?—and if you do not,
you know nothing of the present system of
logislation ; and when Nature robs your
cheek of its bloom, and your hair of its soft
and silky waves ; when she makes you coarse
and strong, when she takes from your pos-
session the poetry of life, when she converts
your moon-like love and your star-like
beauty into the strong, coarse, gairish light
of day, then shall you weigh, and measure,
and perform feats of physical force and
strength, and then may you be fitted to have
8 voice in Legislatures, as they at present
exist,

‘Wherever the true interests of the soul, of
little children, of wives, mothers, and friends,
—wherever the real interests of humanity, in
short, are to be consulted, woman has her
legislative power, her legislative sphere.
Bhe has it in the heart of her brother, her
father, her husband, and from these alone
g0 out those gushing emotions which redeem
the world from being a mere mass of legis-
lators, and makes it men and women.

Equal rights in voting? Voting, as a mat-
ter of course, belongs to the election of legis-
lators. We leave the question where wé
leave legislation. In the future, when, as
we before stated, the people shall be repre-
sented, woman will and must gravitate to
ber place. She need not ask it; she must
be there. She now represents the heart and
the brain; ere long she will open the gates
of spirit land, and when all these shall be
deemed worthy subjects for the mind, the
genius, the heart, the epirit of a nation’s le-
gislation, then woman must of necessity
gravitate to her place.

+ Bhe asks, then, for equal personal rights,
equal rights to her property, her children, in
social life, in the means of acquiring knowl-
edge and working it out in practice. And
now, O woman! we clasp hands with thy
demand; and let us see what thou canst do,

three specialities which grow out of the very
structure of woman, for which she herself is
the leading speciality in the race. The first of
these is teaching. That which can receive in-
spiration from the spirit world for the benefit
of humanity, must, above all things, be the
best qualificd to give these inspirational
thoughts forth, As woman is more apt to re-
ceive, quicker to perceive; so she reads the
spirit of humanity as quickly, as aptly, as she
is approached by the disembodied spirit of
humanity. She can read the spirit of pain ;
she can read the spirit which: is aspiring,
and longing, and struggling to express its
thoughts, and finding words too feeble to do
it; she can read the spirit of anxiety and
suffering, with a gentle aptitude, which man,
with a judgment that weighs and measurcs
the mere externality, would too often hide,
instead of revealing. She can therefore per-
ecive and appreciate the spirit of the little
child, the epirit of the rising generation, the
spirit of those who need that instruction
‘which she is so well qualified to receive from
the spheres of those who aré the best quali-
fied to teach; and therefore, as a teacher,
woman, above all. other occupations, is pre-
eminently destined to shine.

Next, as a physician. Deepest, strongest
of all tics—that which administers to physi-
cal suffering, and builds up the shattered
temple of the spirit; that spirit which never
can fairly express itself’ except the temple be
perfect, except the organism be in firm and
pure health. As a physician, — becsuse she
is constituted to be_a teacher, beeause her
sympathies are strong and her perception
quick,—woman is especially fitted to shine.

Last and highest, that of the mother.
This, of neceshity, we include, because, as
we stated in oyr preamble, a woman who
does not fulfil the mission Nature has
stamped upon her, as-the half of that which
is to give birth to a third, loses her mission,
and stands in an exceptional place.

Now, let us consider what woman can do
beyond this, Wherever, in ledge, in
art, in science, in use, in information to be
communicated, to be acted out, her brother
can shine, there is woman calculated to walk
with him -side by side. We exclude her
alone from those positions where mere phys-

and what the world, or the interests of the
world, has hitherto condemned thee to do.
‘What art thou chiefly fit for} There are

ical force, and the habits, practices, and
knowledge resulting from physical foroe, are
nceded.  With this one exception, woman,

+




in her place, is surely o companion meet for
man, in all respects his equal ; and every in-
stitution which will instruét ‘and develop
her in this plane of action should be open to
woman, But how is it? In what way has
this capacity in woman been unfolded? Now
mark! In all families the same coursesis
followed out; no matter whether high or
low, from the prince to the beggar, there is
not to be found in civilized Europe or pio-
neering America, one family where the males
have not some object or purpose in life, and
where they are not instructed for this.
Granted that wealth and station may shine
upon them ; that there is no mecessity for
them to labor, cither to attain a position, or
to obtain wealth and shonor; then they are

> instructed as travellers, navigators, writers,

legislators. o shine, to adorn, to propel
forward the wheels of progress in some way
or other, is the glorious mission vouchsafed
by sacicty to every masculine member of the
human family, How is it with woman? In
extreme infancy, the brother and sister are
educated alike ; but from the very ‘moment
when characteristics begin to stamp individ-
uality uposi the child, the brother and sister
are separated ; the brother is destined to the
glorious field of use, the sister is polished for
the market of marriage. Dut one mission is
open to woman — that of_ being laid on the
counter for man to choose, as toy or orna-

ment. Externalities —ull externalities for'

she cannot go forth to ask for herself that
companion which her soul may yearn for,
but she must be laid like the ware of the
trader exposed to view, all those qualities
sharpened, refined, brought to the external,
which will fit her for the marriageable'market.

Alas! alas! Woman, we fear we grate
upon thy loving heart by this sad picture,
but the decper we cut into the heart of
society, the more clearly do we perceive that
this most bitter, doom lies at the root of all
thy restless yearning for a better and higher
destiny. Woman ! thou dost not know to
what thou art rushing when thou wouldst
covet the' grasp which the strong hand of
man is holding, cither upon the reins of
government or the reins of power, but tholt
hearest thy crushed and breaking heart with-
in. calling for o mission, and man, and soeiety,
and thyself have forced thee inw that ex-
tremism which is despoiling thy, cheek of its
bloom, and sullying the fair and beautiful

name of woman. O, be it ours to rescueit
from this foul blot, to keep thee still pure-
and loving as thou art, and never to suffer
thee' to step outside of the fower-bed of -
purity and modesty !

‘Woman, then, dunmdnmunn,wm
demands occupation; she demands from

father and mother, and and socie-
ty, from the very moment when she begins
to manifest individuality ufmm, that
she shall Fave some occupation, some place
in life. Graiited that she should be educafed
to be the companion of man ; granted that
this is the destiny of the sex; and'so it is with
man ; mar; too, should be educated to be the
companion of woman; the very first teaching
that a child should have should be instrue-
tion with regard to its own sex, its own
structure, its own capacity, its own place in
life; to know that each sexis to be the compan-
ion of the other; to be taught that to be this
companion is the highest and holiest mission.
which men and women can perforp in rela-
tion to each other, We would claim, then,
that the very first knowledge which should
be impressed upon children should be the
duty that rests upon all, in the relation of
male and female, to sustain, uphold, ud:.
-udmppmuchnm
lm.usnnwmnddarlhnﬂnupohnnm—-
for there are but three — which woman oc-
cupics in regard to the future, one or the
other of which is destined for Mtr in every
family. There are those placed above the
necessity of laboring, or of becoming the
wives of operatives, or of those with' whom

their uses, as wives and mothers, will be

called into action. These are the daugh-
unnffnahmn,mdlnclndglﬂ.od‘m
rank and station, where lavish wealth is
at command, and where they are expeet-
ed to make what.is termed high match-

es. - How are they educated for this? Or-..

namented, polished, taught to govern a
houschold, — that is, to command with
graceful dignity those who are subordinate
to them; taught those accomplishments,
those graces, those duties, which become the

teaching for woman. She may be painter,
poet, architect, designer; she. may be any
thing that the world deems of use, in the
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ily, is all that is given to the daughters of the
rich and great,

0, think what magnificent uses are before
every human soul! O, think how glorious
it is to gaze upon the shinig stars, to look
into the eyes of God, and measure their
height and depth, and know the meaning of
those shining, wondrous things that tell
such a tale of immenSity! Why should not
woman be an astronomer ? Why should she
ot deal with those vast and sublime specu-
lations that gauge the skies, and draw the
heavens down to the comprehension of man
And think what magnificent uses are those
which have invented the telescope, the glass,
the beads, and all the various appliances of
science, by which this marvellous heaven is
mapped out! The art of the navigator —
does it consist alone in propelling the ship,
in bearing a part in all the hard labor which
is performed, and performed willinily, by the
noble tars of the ocean? Noj; it consists in
that more subtile generalship that measures
the decp; that scans, with the far-secing eye

Of science, the choals and depths of the-

Tmighty ocean ; that wandérs, in scarch of
knowledge, round the world; that dreads
neither heat nor cold, nor the perils of the
sea, nor rack-bound coasts; that builds light-
Touses, and invents all the appliances by
which man may be safe wheti crossing the
mighty deep, and know that the strong arm
of science is controlling the treacherous cle-
ment upon which he is floating. And why
should not the mind of woman follow the
mariner forth? Why should not she, with
her ¢ intellect and her brilliant genius,
contribute to the safety of hushand or father,
or paor ship boy, from whom she parts with
such nxioty and grief?

O mother | mother ! what a glorious mis-
sion would that be, when thou hadst sent
thy sailor boy forth, to stay at home, and
with the eye of love kindling from the
genius within, inspect the deep mysterics
of science, drag them forth, and pile them
up like & tower of strength around the

. orphans and fatherless children who are to
be sent forth like thine own loved one!
The strength of thy love, the power of thy
faith, would give a light to the chambers of
‘thy brain that would enable thee to drag
«down all the secrets of the-skies, and make
them thine own. There is not a thought
which the deep, heavenly nature of woman

S B O T S e
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may not quicken into better and higher uses
than the sovereign of, the world has yet been
ablo-to discover. We can see no limit to the
power of woman to enter into the chambers
“of knowledge ; we ean see no bound which
should hedge in the genius of woman; but
we can see, in the fine and ever-revolving
wheels of her womanly nature, so many
levers, 50 many propelling powers, that we
ask thee, O man, for thy own best inter-
ests, to open the doors of thy colleges and
schools, and permit thy helpmeet to walk
in, and do thee a better service than thou
canst render for thyself. O, think what thou
wilt do for that army, which ¢ present is
but an army of martyrs, the dolls of the
drawing-room, the mere glittering children
of fashion, who troll their silks and satins
along the highway, desolate for want of an
occupation, with all the yearning aspirations
of their souls going forth in the wrong dirce-
tion! You cannot crush them out of life;
there they are, and they will find an outlet.
And how do they find it? They fall upon
what you leave for them — the shop win.
dows, the toys and frivolities of life, or, it
may be, upon those minds and hearts which
are more fitted to reciprocate all those yearn-
ing and burning thoughts within them, that
without one consideration of the worth of
the flower they are plucking, crop it, ap-
propriate it, and when the world's scorn has
warned them that socicty has hedgerows
beyond which it 'is crime to tread, then,
alas! woman finds that in her yearning to
escape from a life of idlencss and frivolity,
she has purchased the sword of knowledge
which wounds her own fair fame, and leaves
ber a wreck upon society.

‘We now look ta those who have been hel
up, and ever will be, as the patterns, the
models of theirsex and of their mission —
the wives and mothers of the land. ' We
grant they are models, but, O man! hast
thou the least comprehension of what the
life of one of these models is ? Let us take
one simple illustration. Here isa fair and
beautiful woman you have .brought to your
home, arrayed in youth, and htalth, and
strength. You do not know, for you have
never sounded, the depths of her genius and
her capacity. You toil, you drudge, in city
life, and you attribute to yourself merit for
the toil, merit for the drudgery. You well
know that locked up in her mind s the




capacity to relieve thee of more than half thy
burden of toil and drudgery, wouldst thou
but let her help thee; but no, she is to be
the good wife, the good mother. We sce
her day after day, with one little one after
another clinging around her. At last, she
is the centre of a fuir and beautiful group,
Now, go forth to that sphere-where woman
in her lowest capacity is found — amonget
the hirclings of life. Bring home one of
these, and ask her to become cook, laun-
dress, scamstress, teacher, nurse, slave to
this fair and beautiful group, and she will
tell you that no wealth you could offer would
induce her to undertake such a mission ; she
could notdoit. She will be your cook, or
housemaid, or laundress, your teacher, your
nurse, she will undertake the charge of onc;
but you ask your wifey or rather you eharge
your wife, to undertake the charge of all
these; and, more than all, you ask her,
when weary and harassed with the carcs of
the children around her, and worn out with
the toil and drudgery of every day life,—
you ask her, when you return at night, to be
the star of your fireside ; to greet you with
the merry laugh; and while her spiritless,
worn-out frame is sinking with exhaustion,
you eXpeet her to administer the elixir of
cheerfulness to you, because you have been
toiling and drudging to sustain your house-
hold.

O man! you do not know, you cannot
coneeive the wrong you are doing, not alone
to such martyrs as these, but to the children,
each one of whom, with its peculiar charac-
teristics, requires some special training to
unfold the flower of its nature. In eich
department which the poor hard-working
drudge at home is compelled to undertake,
she leaves undone some duty, some “neces-
sary elaboration of her child’s character.
Wonder not that imperfoct physical organ-
izations and imperfect mentality are elimi-
nated from such households as these. Men
and women grow up by aceident; and but
for that ‘cloud of witnesses,” but for those
houschold fairies, unseen but mever unfelt,

whom God has charged by inspiration with-

constant guardianship to watch around the
children of men, the spirits nearest and dear-
est in affinity to every houschold, humanity
would be a mere wreck, becaunse the burden
of humanity,— of educating, training, drudg-

ing, slaving for humanity, — has fallen upon
one frail, helpless woman, with but half of
the qualifications to fulfil these duties, Itis
considered disgraceful for a woman to study
anatomy, and yet she is required to compre-
hend the anatomieal structure of her chil-
dren, and provide for all their ills; to train
up their physique in that order which can
alone proceed from knowledge, gxcept acci-
dent or some invisible hand is at work to
help the poor mother, She is expected to
train her children in the way they should
g0. To-day_this uneducated woman, he
doll of the strect, the boarding-house, and the
saloon, is expected to comprehend the fine
strings of human character; shs who has
never been taught what mentality is, or
what eternity, or spirit life, or what the im-
mortal soul is, — she is expected to adminis-
ter to and fashion the peculiarities of: every
one of those children, and see that none of
them diverge into the paths of immorality
and crime, 3

‘We say little more of the household duties ;
it is enough that they consume time, Well,
what is time? A mere grain of sand —a
mere drop in tho ocean of oternity, Ay,

"but that grain is the molecule that fashions.

the being that is to live through eternity ;
that grain of time which is the carth-life, is
to decide the destiny of the being throngh
eternity. But what can woman do for her
soul?  What can she do for her spirit?
What can she do for all- those gppirations,
those thoughts, those hopes, which stretch
out to inflnity in the scholar, in the student,
in man, in his moments of reflection? O
woman ! sitting with dim eyes and fading
cheek — the little capital upon which thou
traded thyself into marringe, thy beauty,
fading day by day — well mayst thou” sit
and look into the dim unknown, and ask,
“When will the’ hour of relenss come?
When will the bright doors of spiritunlity
open and let my soul go through, and recog-
nize that its mission is to live throughout
eternity "

That is the condition of woman— not
exaggerated, scarcely colored — for our time
will not aflow us to.speak of, the details of
the lifo of what you term a good wife and a
00d mother. It is enough to say that it is
to be harnessed to earth, on earth to be
d.n’!d'ilnng; and if the spirit can soar.

s
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through the crust of that life, it is by God's
mercy in opening the brain of woman to the
possibility of Teing inspired.

We take the lowest condition of woman,
—that of the domestic servant, — that of
the spinster, who is expected o earn her
own bread by the work of her own hands,
in factories, in schools as a teacher, or a mere
drudge, serubbing in household work, That
is the lowest sphere open to woman. We
grant that with the very lowest range or
sphere, the absenco of responsibility may
also be the absence of misery ; that here, in
her very condition as o nonentity, as a mere
household broom, used by the hands of
others to sweep along the ground, — we grant
that here she may be free from those thorns
which the yearning of the spirit to know
itself may thrust into the souls of those
situated in a more intellectual sphere. But
0! think what it is to chain woman, to
chiain any human being, any soul, any spirit,
down to such a sphere! Is there no rem-
edy for this?

We have not yet spoken of the Magdalens
of life. They shall have o chapter yet out
of our warm heart’s love ; but we reserve it
for to-night, We speak now only of the
occupation of women. We have placed
before you, as best we may, what it is. We
must now hasten to see what she can do,
not by way of remedying, but by way of
preventing, the terrible evils to which this
limited sphere chains her down. And now,
O woman ! we call upon thee to help thy-
self. Thou canst not obtain what thou
wouldst have from legislation; thou canst
not sccure it by uprooting any of the insti-
tutions of earth—mno good or benefit ever
results from the violent disruption of old
forms — you must obtain it by the asser-
tion of that soul within, of that spirit within,
hich will make itself folt,swhich will make
its mark upon the world in such beautiful
and gentle characters that man shall be proud,
and not unwilling, to recognize thy rights,
It is, then, to start with—mothers! sisters !
friends ! we beg, we beseech of you, to lend
an earnest ear to this portion of our subject
— it s, to start with, to determine that every
female child shall have her mission in life,
her occupation ; that from. the princess on
the throne to the beggar by the wayside,
each female child shall be trained, like her
brother, to do something to earn her bread,

and make herself an occupation in whatever
sphere her mind and her heart shall fit her
for. There arc two branches of education
that should be arbitrary upon every woman ;
the first is some knowledge of anatomy and
physiology, to ensble her to be a physican ;
and the second, some knowledge of mentality,
to enable her to be a teacher. Arm her
with the capacity to deal thus with the
bodies and souls of her fellow-creatures, and
¥ou give her a sword that will enable her to
cut her way from end to end of the earth.
Say not it is impossible for woman to study
the human system. Physiology and men-
tality are more easily studied than arithme-
tic, geometry, grammar, or reading; and
these are simple sciences, which are taught
in all your public schools, to the lowest and
least of God's children. And why should
not these most important and beneficent
branches of instruction, physiology and
mentality, be added to, — ay, supersede, if it
must be s0, — those branches which may be
said to be uscless, in comparison with these
two grand and glorious means of oceupa-
tion? If she has no speciality, woman—
from the highest to the lowest, as a teacher,
s a physician — will find her oceupation,
will walk the earth a ministering angel, ele-
vating the race, sweeping away, with the wand
of strength, power, and knowledge, every
disease to which flesh is heir, We say this
with reference to all.

Following upon this, let her, if she will,
choose a special occupation. Lot it be dis-
graceful for the women, for the daughters
and sisters of life, to have no, eccupations,
a9 it would be disgraceful for men to frit-
ter away the noble energies of manhood,
and spend their days in idleness and use-
lessness, — the drones of life, You never
find them doing it} and woman e no moro
bear the absence of this speciality than can
man; injury, deterioration, to mind apd
body, spirit and soul, result alike to man
or womau, in such a case.

But you will say, ¢ Of what value will
this occupation be to wives and mothe:
Here is point where we can conceive
many a wife and mother may take leave of
us; but we trust not. We trust you will
follow us o little longer. You sre now a
wife and mother ; you have an occupation,
youhave a station, a business, a profession,
and that which places you on an equality

o L
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with man. Now assert that equality. You
need not lie on the shelf, waiting for man
to purchase you. Go forward, and in the
noble trade of exchange, place yourself and
your qualifications before him whom you
would deem practically your companion ;
treat men as men should treat you — as their
cqual. You bring to your husband the abil-
ity to share with him the charge of maintain-
your household. You are now upon an
ity with him ; you are nowa wifer The
morning comes, The husband goes forth to his
occupation, and so does the wife. It may be
that, in the enjoyment of wealth and station,
he merely goes forth as the soldier, the mer-
chant, the legislator, or the man of leisure,
to travel, ar the man of intellect and science,
to gather up the fruits of science. Why
should not the wife do thesame? The hours
of the day roll by, and when evening comes
both mect on equal terms; both bring
home the gathered treasures of life, which
only result from going forth into the world's
great mart, and mutually exchanging, man
and woman, woman and man, the wealth
that each possesses. Then, indeed, are they
compunions meet for one another. There is
o inequality ; there is no weariness ; there
is mo lack of interest between them. It is
the reunion of equal minds,

But granted, that the man is an artisan or
operative. Look on the blessings that will
result from the fruits of the labor of his com-
panion. Bach works in his or her sphere.
“But,” you say, “ there is the position of
mother.” We grant this. Now comes the
puin, and suffering, and arbitrary occupation
of maternity.  But even this is a portion of
the burden which equalizes the action of the
two. While the woman is compelled to en-
dure the seclusion, and retirement, and suf-
fering of home life, she is then bringing her
meed of occupation towards the general
whole, She is now a mother. Does she
still go forth? Why not? We have called
upon every woman to be educated as a
teacher — s a physician.  We have now in
the world trained bands of nurses and teach-
ers. There are those who are better quali-
fied to train, teach, and guide the young than
the mother. She cannot bear the burden
alone,  Now, look foryourselves at the smile
of delight which greets the father on his re-
turn home.  What child does not cling more
lovingly to the father on account of his ab-

T

sence? Would children love their mother
less beeause they had been, for some portion
of the day, committed to the healthful care
of one who has learned, throngh tho teach-
ings of science, how to train anfl how to
guide them? No; they would love ‘both
mother and father better than when, as is too
often the case, on the return of the father at
night, he finds & perpetual scene of alterca-
tion, with a harassed mother, and o troop
of children, all clamorous and headstrong,
and beyond her power to govern. They
now meet as u happy family circle, and the
cvents of the day’s experience are canvassed,
adding link by link to the interest, the joy,
and the happiness of this meeting. The
mother may, if she is:qualified to do so, un.
dertake this office of teacher, if she does it
professionally. She then does it still on an
equality with her husband; she profession-
ally hires herself as feacher, wturse, and phy-
sician to her children. But if she chooses
rather tp devote her energies to another
sphere, we have, as we stated, this universal
system of education, fitting woman to gov-
ern; we have trained bands of teaehers, bet-
ter qualificd than the mother, ready and able
to occupy the place which the mother, in
order to pursue her out of door occupation,
temporarily abandons,

There is but one more point upon which we
shall insist. What is to be the occupation of
the higher classes? The ladies, the prin-
cesses, the fair flowers of earth— how shall
they find themsclves employed in this general
scheme? We answer, let the daughters
of fashion, and pride, and luxury band them-
selves together to teach the poor and the
lowly, who cannot afford to pay for the in-
struction, Let them enter the hovels of the
poor, let them occupy the place of nurse, and
physician, and teacher, but for one hour of
the day, and, O! what an amaranthine wreath
of grace and beauty, of use and purpose,
would they bind around their fashionable
heads! Would they descend? You may
talk of descending ; we tell you, O woman !
that every step into the hovelsiof the poor,
every door whichopencd to dmit thy grace,
thy beauty, thy fashion, bearing with thee
thy purity, ‘thy wisdom, thy refinement,
would build thee a Jacob's ladder upon
wlﬂchynou shouldst ascend to heaven.

s is what we propose as a general sys-
tem of occupation for woman. - None should
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‘be excluded from it. It should be shameful
for any wemgn to be unemployed. Make

been, thou shalt be the fruit of life, which
thy companion shall pluck, and perceive that
he s partaking indeed of the fruit of the Tree
of Life, and not of that of Good and Evil.
O fair and beautiful woman! not to over-
step the boundary which Nature has sct for
thee, but to make thyself a ministering angel
upon earth, we beseech thee to arisc in thy
strength, in thy spirituality, and make for thy-

self a place in future generations. For the |

evils that have now fallen upon thee, for thy
degradation and suffefing, there may be little
or no remedy in the present generation ; but
. im the future, it is for thee to build up a race
of ministering angels, going forth to elevate

and purify society, from the highest to the
lowest; no more the dolls of fashionable
life, no more the vapid and uscless orna-
ments of saloons and soclety, but minister-

ing angels, as well as good women.
me'm.s.mmn,mnmm
we ought to fill.

This night, we propose, in further clabo-
ration of our subject, to consider the saera-
ment, bond, or institution'of Marriagg.

To Hux, Yhe Mother and Father, of the
race— the flower, the fruit, the tree, the
Great Spirit — who sees heart and purpose,
who has stamped upon fair and’ beauti-
ful woman the image of his soul, while He
Ieft upon man the impress of his divine
form, we now in all humility,commend our
spirits |
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