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1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist
• In general, Emma is doing her standard 

missionary work in Australia and New Zealand

• But her work is becoming tinged with politics, 
and with a strong “anti-churchianity” (as Peebles 
had it) flavor

• And the Hatch scandal has followed her to 
Australia, professionally and personally

• The papers -- and many of her comrades, it 
appears -- are unkind

• And she is followed around by debunkers, from 
city to city, throughout her sojourn down under

3

Brisbane Courier, March 9, 1878

Sydney Morning Herald, February 28, 1878

Sydney Morning Herald, April 5, 1878
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1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist
• For the majority of 1878, Emma is 

lecturing either in Sydney or in 
Melbourne, with brief stops in 
between, alternating with Thomas 
Walker, another notable Spiritualist 
propagandist and controversy magnet 
(who’s not happy she’s there)

• She is also conducting (advertised) 
private lessons in practical occultism

• And she is publishing a raft of 
material, including The Faiths, Facts & 
Frauds of Religious History, the third 
major work in her philosophical 
trajectory

• But she’s tilled the ground perhaps too 
well by December of 
1878...nevertheless, she and William 
remain in Australia until April of 1879
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Sydney Morning Herald, September 23, 1878

Sydney Morning Herald, December 3, 1878
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1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist

• Faiths, Facts & Frauds (Melbourne, 
1879) is Art Magic’s comparative 
religions material, rewritten

• And notably with source 
attributions, for the first time

• It is the text EHB had republished 
most during her own life, which 
means something...
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Granted that modern discoveries, by disinterring the tombs
of ancient faiths, entirely strip Christianity of her arrogant claim
to divine favour, through an original and special revelation; the

problematical question still remains as to whence arose the
primeval ideas upon which all theological systems are founded?

To remove the source from Judea to Egypt, and from thence
back to ancient India, or even to trace its threads of ideality to

the still more antique conceptions of the wandering Aryan, is only
to complicate the difficulty, and shift the ground plan, without

explaining the significance of the primal legend. Why, then,
do we fear to advance to the mysterious shrine wherein the
veiled "Demiurgus" sits enthroned, and boldly question its

nature, personality, and right to rule?

EHB, Faiths, Facts and Frauds
The sources for Faiths, Facts and Frauds (and

Art Magic, as well)
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1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist

• In April, Emma and William arrive in 
Dunedin, on the South Island of New Zealand 
-- which is at the time quite cosmopolitan and 
free-thinking....and adversarial

• Emma is guarded, on stage, by William, 
during some of her lectures on free-thought 
topics

• She is also involved in the lives of the 
communities she visits (schools, funerals, 
openings)

• Dunedin --> Invercargill (June) --> Dunedin 
(July, August) --> Nelson (September) --> 
Wellington (October) --> Nelson (October) --> 
Auckland (November): following the money

• Emma and William leave for San Francisco, 
from Auckland, on December 11, 1879
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Southland Times, April 23, 1879

Nelson Evening Post, October 17, 1879
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1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist

• From January through May of 
1880, Emma is deeply involved, it 
appears, in practical occult 
experiments, in San Francisco, 
with Albert van der Naillen and 
others

• In May, Emma and William set off 
for New York, stopping only (as 
far as can be determined) in Salt 
Lake City and Ohio

• From July 1880 through October 
1880, Emma is lecturing in NY

• And then, the Tanner incident, on 
August 15th

• Ironically, during a lecture on 
the core subject matter of her 
body of work
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Emma’s fateful mis-step, during “Magentism & Psychology,”
on August 15, 1880

Henry S. Tanner (1831-1919)

Salt Lake City Herald, August 17, 1870
(telegraphically received)
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1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist

• Emma and William arrive in London 
in January of 1881, at a time when 
Anglo-American Spiritualism is the 
early days of a significant 
institutional crisis

• By June of 1881, she will be resident 
in Manchester, where she will be 
based for the rest of her life

• Having devoted nearly a quarter-
century to the international 
Spiritualist cause, she is about to go 
local, and become the Spiritualist 
Queen of the Midlands...
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Light, February 26, 1881


