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Module 7

1872-1875
The Electric Physician
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1872-1875: The Electric Physician

• In July of 1872, Emma begins 
publishing The Western Star

• It will run for only six months, its 
funders hit hard by the Boston Fire 
of November 1872

• Today, it is chiefly noteworthy for 
two things:

• Fragmentary publication of the 
promised second volume of 
Modern American Spiritualism

• The first publication of sections 
of the first volume of Ghost 
Land, as (at that time) by 
“Austria”

• All pseudonymous, with evidence of 
collaborators
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1872-1875: The Electric Physician

• The first serial publication of Ghost Land (Volume 1) differs from the 
book-length publication of 1876

• Characters’ names change (slightly)

• The text is otherwise modified

• “Sirius” -- who will one day be conflated with the author of Ghost Land 
and Art Magic -- is a separate pseudonymous contributor at this time

• We will return to this issue -- Art Magic, Ghost Land, and the author(s) 
thereof -- in the next section
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1872-1875: The Electric Physician

• From January of 1873 until mid-1875, Emma 
and William are, as far as can be determined, 
plying their new trade as electric physicians

• She is still lecturing (with J. M. Peebles, among 
others) on spiritualist and medical topics, 
during this period

• She bids a formal farewell to Spiritualism in 
Boston, in April of 1873 in an anti-
reincarnationist, anti-free-love, anti-Woodhull 
lecture -- but doesn’t leave the rostrum entirely
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Philadelphia Inquirer, February 10, 1873

“Man the Microcosm”... occult, or
homeopathic?

Boston Daily Advertiser, October 29, 1874
Boston Daily Globe, December 6, 1873

Boston Journal, January 6, 1874



The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

1872-1875: The Electric Physician

• Her galvanic medical practice was closely 
associated with (a) Spirit Vitapathy, as 
practiced by John Bunyan Campbell and (b) 
cranial diagnosis via electricity, as 
practiced by Elizabeth J. French

• The “French System”
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Marie, Countess of Caithness, 
Old Truths In A New Light (1876)

Illustration from a JC Bunyan Patent
(606887)

JC Bunyan’s central work

EJ French, advertising similar treatment
in New York, in 1856

Advertisement in March of 1875
in The Spiritual Scientist
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1872-1875: The Electric Physician

• The publication of The Electric 
Physician, or Self-Cure Through 
Electricity (1875) is coincident 
with Emma’s return, in a very 
public way, to the pages of 
Spiritualist periodicals

• “Self-cure” -- is she 
scorching the galvanic-
medicine earth with the 
book?

• Beginning in September of 
1875, Emma and William are 
advertising their galvanic 
medicine practice in NY

• They have moved... why?
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1872-1875: The Electric Physician

• By the fall of 1875, Emma has 
become connected (or re-
connected) with Henry Steel 
Olcott

• On September 7, 1875, an 
inventor and self-taught 
mathematician named George 
Henry Felt delivers a lecture on 
the Greek canon of proportion, 
in Blavatsky’s rooms, before 
Emma, William, HSO, HPB and 
others...

• In the winter of 1875, she is 
arranging rooms for Helena 
Blavatsky in New York City, 
while loaning Olcott her skrying 
crystal

• And Emma’s world is changed, 
irremediably, once again.

8

In 2011, a team of researchers from different disciplines
have traced what remains of George Henry Felt’s

The Egyptian Kaballah up through the later 1940s.

This is a copy of one of the plates from Felt’s work, made
by Claude Bragdon and/or Viola de Gruchy from Felt’s

materials, and currently in the Bragdon collection
at the University of Rochester.

Felt claimed that, on the basis of his research and findings, he
was able, at will, to conjure elementary spirits.


