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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety
• Emma and Ann Sophia are in England by 

early September of 1865

• The “legacy which has been left [Ann] by a 
relative” seems to have occupied the time of 
the family, now including Margaret, until 
December of 1865

• Bromfields near Tiverton?

• At that time Emma is introduced to the 
London Spiritualists by Benjamin Coleman, 
whom Emma met when Coleman came to the 
US in 1860 to investigate spiritualism, and fell 
in with... Elizabeth J. French

• (She is not the first US medium in England, 
but she is early....)

• And she is now becoming... irregularly... Miss 
or Mrs. Hardinge
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New York Herald, August 7, 1865
Not one whiff of Spiritualism.
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety
• The Winter Soiree Lectures: November 

1865-February of 1866

• “In What Particulars are the 
Teachings of Christianity and the 
Facts Recorded in the Gospels 
Elucidated and Confirmed by 
Spiritualism?”

• “It has been alleged that Modern 
Spiritualism is the witchcraft or 
necromancy referred to in the Old 
and New Testaments: will you be 
good enough to define the difference 
between them?”

• Attended by a who’s-who of English 
Spiritualism, mesmerism and occultism 
at the time

• And Emma is recognized as Miss Emma 
Harding, the actress...
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First Winter Soiree Address

Among the late reinforcements to the army of 
female speech-makers is an Englishwoman, 
calling herself "Miss Emma Hardinge", about 

whom there has been some interesting 
discussion in the newspapers. The World, 

editorially alluding to Miss Hardinge some few 
days since, stated that common rumour affirmed 
that she first made her appearance in public as a 

ballet-dancer in a London theatre, which 
provoked a sharp reply from the offended 

Emma, denying the assertion, so far as it related 
to dancing in public, but admitting that she "was 

educated as an opera-singer, and in process of 
training for her professional duties became an 
actress at the Royal Adelphi Theatre, London.

Liverpool Mercury. April 1, 1866
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety
• Benjamin Coleman is a significant 

figure at the time, inside and outside 
of Spiritualist circles -- notably for his 
attack on a corrupt railway company 
in the late 1850s and early 1860s

• A merchant, financier and 
controversialist, he is actively 
promoting Emma, while 
simultaneously conducting a pitched 
battle in the courts with Edwin Askew 
Sothern, a US medium/museum 
performer/actor who is actively 
‘debunking’ Spiritualism, while 
involved in a very public divorce 
action as a co-respondent...and who 
acted with Emma in the Broadway 
Theatre company in 1855/6

• Emma is almost certainly feeling at-
risk, personally and professionally
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Portion of Coleman’s expose of Sothern, in Spiritual Magazine 
for February 1866

Spiritual Magazine, January 1866
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

• While she is lecturing to the 
Spiritualists, she is also, it seems to 
me, testing the waters for a career as 
a secular lecturer on American 
topics, in London

• She ran the experiment until March 
of 1866, but...

• Her secular lectures were not well-
received, either in content or in form 
of delivery

• And she’s being confused with the 
Confederate spy Belle Boyd, who’s 
married a Hardinge and is living in 
London

• By mid-year, she’s back to Spiritualist 
topics, solely...
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“The Flaneur” is Edmund Yates
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety
• After June of 1866, Emma disappears, 

for the most part, from the US and UK 
press

• Emma leaves the UK (alone?) in 
October of 1866, returns to the US, and 
is lecturing in the US through March of 
1867, based in NY

• She is talking up “a history of 
Spiritualism in America, which will be 
published in two volumes” -- this 
information is picked up by US papers 
from NY to Galveston to Salt Lake City

• Some time in April of 1867, she returns 
to England, and for the next two years, 
lives a largely private life, working on 
what will become Modern American 
Spiritualism

• She does appear in reminiscences of 
this period, often as a presiding or 
attending medium in private 
Spiritualist circles, in the UK
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Catherine Berry, My Experiences in Spiritualism (1876)

Emma Hardinge and Thomas Shorter at a seance.
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

• From 1867 until the end of 1869, Emma is traveling in Spiritual circles in and 
around London -- does she meet Marie, Duchesse de Pomar at this time?

• Emma returns to the US again, in late 1869, and is lecturing continually in the 
East through 1870

• The general belief has always been that she’s moving back and forth across the 
Atlantic to arrange publication of Modern American Spiritualism...but she has 
an agent, Charles Edwards Lester, doing that for her....

• Her dedication for the first edition is dated December 15th, 1869, from “New 
York City, 229 East 60th Street”

• I suspect there was a more...powerful...reason for Emma’s trips back and forth 
between England and the US during this period
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Jersey City (NJ) Gazette, October 13, 1870

Emma and William’s Marriage Record - She is a widow, not a spinster
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety
• William Godwin Britten

• Born in London to Daniel, a 
goldsmith and his wife 
Elizabeth (Jane?), who named 
their son after a radical English 
philosopher

• Came to the US in September of 
1858, as a “gentleman” in cabin 
class on the steamer City of 
Washington

• Became almost immediately 
involved in the Hatch scandal 
(rescuing Cora from BFH?)

• May have worked in logistics 
during the 1860s in the US

• “William the Cipher” (Paul 
Johnson)
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William Britten (1826-1894), photo circa 1878 (?)

Why does Emma marry William, at age 47?
And why in an Episcopal church?
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

• Modern American Spiritualism 
was self-published, with high 
production values in the first 
edition, and went through between 
6 and 12 printings between 1870 
and 1872 -- perhaps 10,000 to 
15,000 copies, in various states, 
with and without plates

• Distribution of the first edition in 
the US was through the Banner of 
Light, and her printer in NY, the 
American News Company

• In style, it was Emma through and 
through: “scissors and mucilage”

• Far and away, the most referenced 
of her work, and still treated as 
(accurate) history by many 
modern scholars
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Various editions/states of MAS, offered in the UK in 1871

“Oress” by Henry Bielfeld (1802-1892), 
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

11

“Were we permitted to consider the volume before us as the veritable work of Mrs. Emma
Hardinge, we should say that she was a lady of imperfect education, some cleverness, and a

fine capacity for self-delusion....If we understand her, she professes that its pages have
been inspired by [her] invisible guides. This being the case, we cannot but regret their

deficiency in literary skill, and especially the art of coordination.”

The New York Times, January 24, 1870

“But if she is to be commended for the candour with which she admits the errors of indiscreet
believers in Spiritualism and the warmth with which she denounces the impostures of
knavish imitators of true mediums, Miss Hardinge is no less praiseworthy for the zeal 

with which she combats the infamous doctrine and abominable assertions of those 
blind leaders of the blind who delight in declaring that the blessed spirits, with all

their elevations of tables and knocking at wainscots, never accomplish anything for the
material advantage or any obvious good of humanity...”

The (London) Athenaeum, August 13, 1870

“It is a work which on many accounts we cannot recommend to the general reader....partly, 
no doubt, on account of the author’s style, which is but moderately attractive, partly on

account of the lumbering and pretentious language in which it seems natural for
spiritualistic writers to veil their conceptions, partly, again, from the great sameness

which pervades the multitudinous manifestations which are recorded, and, once more,
from the alternating monstrosity and childishness which characterizes these

manifestations.”

The Month, October 1871 (ouch....)
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

• On October 31, 1870, Emma gives a 
“farewell address” to the NY 
spiritualist community at Apollo 
Hall in NYC

• On 2 November 1870, EHB and 
WGB sail for England on the 
Abyssinia

• In the 1871 UK census, the 
extended menage is living in 
Kensington

• Ann is the proper age -- as is 
Gilbert Wilkinson, Margaret’s 
husband -- but everyone else is 
telling fibs

• Ann and William are 
“annuitants”, Emma is an 
“actress” (!!!)
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Extended family at 6 Vassal Terrace, in Kensington, in
1871 UK Census

Approximate location of Vassal Terrace
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

• From April through July of 1871, 
Emma is lecturing in the UK, on 
spiritualist topics

• On April 30, 1871, at Cleveland 
Hall, she delivers “The Creed of 
the Spirits, and the Influence of 
the Religion of Spiritualism”, 
which promulgates two of the 
founding dicta of organized 
Spiritualism: 10 Spiritual 
Commandments & 10 “Laws of 
Right”

• In July, Gerald Massey, JM 
Peebles and others bid farewell to 
Emma at St. George’s Hall, giving 
her some 300 pounds

• Her final lecture in the UK is in 
Liverpool, on ancient magic and 
witchcraft, on August 9, 1871
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Ten Laws of Right

Temperance
Justice

Gentleness
Truth

Charity
Alms-Giving
Self-Sacrifice

Temperate Defense
Industry

Love
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety
• Late 1871 to May of 1872 is a mystery 

period;  William may be in school in 
Ohio with J. B. Campbell, but ASF is 
with them for at least part of this time

• Lecturing in Boston in May of 1872; 
public & Spiritualist; by early 
November of 1872, Emma is back in 
NY, lecturing before the NY 
Spiritualists at Apollo Hall, but she 
won’t stay long

• In late November, she’s in Boston, and 
lectures through January of 1873, 
then she’s in Philadelphia where she 
lectures on physiology

• In April 1873, she delivers “Is 
Spiritualism A Failure?” at the Music 
Hall in Boston: implies she is leaving 
the movement

• Later in the year, an interesting set of 
advertisements begin to run in the 
Boston area papers
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The old allies, practicing “electrical cranial diagnosis”


