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1892-1899: Rewriting A Life

• March 1893: The Unseen Universe 
folds after twelve issues

• November 24, 1894: William dies

• October 2, 1899: Emma dies

• This is another period of local, 
organizing activity in Emma’s life, 
punctuated by the announcement of 
The Spiritualist Encyclopedia, the 
publication of the The Two Worlds 
Album, and Emma’s last crusade: the 
School for Prophets

• She is publishing (in Light and in 
The Two Worlds) and lecturing 
regularly: on fraudulent mediums, 
the effects of mediumship on health, 
and her occult topics
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Emma at the General Conference of Spiritualists,
in London, in May of 1895 (as reported in

Borderland)

Photographic News, October 9, 1896

The Coming Day, January 1895

Medical Times, July 1898
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1892-1899: Rewriting A Life
• William’s Death

• To the end, a cipher -- Emma’s parrot gets more treatment in the 
Autobiography than does William (who gave it to her)

• 100 pounds and change: William’s estate is meagre, at best -- working class 
men who died in the same year left their heirs more robust estates than 
William left Emma
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1892-1899: Rewriting A Life

• The Encyclopedia of Spiritualism

• Not a new idea of Emma’s

• Likely planned as a recycling of 
previously published material

• Likely a subscription publishing

• But without Emma’s papers, we will 
never know, for sure
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Yearbook of Spiritualism, 1871
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1892-1899: Rewriting A Life

• The “Two Worlds” Portrait 
Album

• Emma featured 
prominently, but perhaps 
not her work - in a letter to 
TTW, Emma treats it as 
Wallis’ work

• A wonderful collection of 
workers-in-the-field at the 
time, without any interest 
to those not included, I 
would guess

• A boundary marking the 
decline of the first 
generations of Spiritualists, 
and the fragmentation of 
what might have been an 
international movement

6

Ida Ellis’ full-page advert in the back of
The Two Worlds Album. Ida, her brothers

and her husband were in the business, running a
correspondence school, among other things. 

Ida deserves a biographer. Any takers?

Emma made the world safe for the likes of Ida.
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1892-1899: Rewriting A Life

• 1895: The School for Prophets

• Proposed in Light in 1895, and 
widely re-reported

• Not a new idea for her -- explicitly 
suggested in Art Magic

• As it seemed to Emma, the only 
method of ensuring orthodoxy, and 
limiting exposure of the movement 
by rogue media

• Associated with “old age homes” for 
retiring workers in the field, much 
along the lines of Masonic homes 
being built during this period -- a 
topic that must have been on 
Emma’s mind at the time
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1892-1899: Rewriting A Life
• 1898: The Republication of Art Magic and 

Ghost Land by JR Francis at The 
Progressive Thinker, as a premium

• New editions, new type, new titles, new 
errors -- Emma’s involvement was marginal, 
and it is not clear that she received any 
compensation from the new editions
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Corrupted front cover image of Progressive Thinker
edition of Ghost Land: the rose cross gone, the cipher

garbled

Progressive Thinker advertisement

A new kind of marketing is taking root in occult circles.
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1892-1899: Rewriting A Life

• The Autobiography (1900)

• Clearly a work-in-progress 
for years, out of the famous 
lost scrapbooks

• Not clear that it was 
withheld until after her 
death (or that there was any 
reason for withholding it)

• Very uneven, as 
autobiography

• Speaks explicitly and 
implicitly of a huge body of 
primary material “behind it” 
that other people (James 
Robertson for example) saw 
as well
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1892-1899: Rewriting A Life
• The Autobiography has 21 chapters

• Chapter 1 covers 1823-1855

• 2-17 cover 1855-1865

• 18 covers 1865-67

• 19 covers 1867-1872

• 20 covers the Australian tour, 
largely the resuscitation of the 
Hatch scandal

• 21 covers New Zealand, the trip 
home, Joey (10 paragraphs), 
and William’s death (1 
paragraph)

• Is this authorial intent, or an 
indication of where she was 
stopped, by her death?
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Where is The Two Worlds? Art Magic? Ghost Land?

“Religion, Theology, Social Science and Reform”


