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1877-1892
Queen of the Midlands
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• In July of 1881, settled in Manchester, 
Emma announces that she is working 
on a book on the international 
Spiritualist movement

• It is a difficult time for the movement: 
very public scandals (exposures and 
criminal behavior by media) have 
caused the private cash that sustains 
the movement to dry up, to some 
extent
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Light, July 30, 1881Light, September 17, 1881
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• By September of 1881, Emma is (at 
age 58) on a grueling lecture 
schedule

• October 23: Blackburn (A)

• October 30: Macclesfield (B)

• November 6: Sowerby Bridge (C)

• November 13/14: Keighley (D)

• November 20: Liverpool (E)

• November 27-December 4: 
Nottingham (F)

• December 11: Oldham (G)

• December 18/19: Halifax (H)

• December 24-26: Batley Carr (I)
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On today’s roadways,  about 450 miles of driving, but
Emma did it by train, in a hub-and-spoke pattern, from

Manchester

Variations of this circuit will be
the backbone of Emma’s life until
the founding of The Two Worlds

in 1887 - when she is 63...
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• By mid-year 1882, life on the road (again) is taking its toll on 
Emma, and William Britten writes to The Medium and Daybreak to 
say that “in consequence of severe attacks of quinsy sore throat, 
Mrs. Hardinge-Britten [sic] has been unable to fulfill her 
engagements for the past two Sundays, and...her lectures here and 
elsewhere must be discontinued till farther [sic] notice.”

• Death for a traveling speaker...

• And where does Emma go to recuperate?

• From the fall of 1882, through all of 1883, she is again on the 
circuit, though with less rigorous scheduling
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The Medium and Daybreak, June 30, 1882



The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• Nineteenth Century 
Miracles appears in 
January of 1884

• Its advertising is rather 
extensive, in 
comparison to other 
works of hers

• It is not reviewed by 
the mainstream press

• And it does not appear 
to have been a 
particular money-
maker, as she’s back on 
the road in early 1884

• In April, she announces 
a return to the US...
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• In the spring of 1884, Emma returns to 
the US, almost certainly to market 
Nineteenth Century Miracles....

• But perhaps also to test her relevancy in 
the US, after an absence of three years

• There is scant coverage of her time in the 
US, but she does draw a crowd estimated 
at 8-10,000 people at Lake Pleasant, NY 
in August of 1884

• She was in company of at least some of 
her TS associates (HJ Newton, for 
example)

• In May of 1885, she announces her 
return to England in The Medium and 
Daybreak, and her availability for work
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The Medium and Daybreak, April 4, 1884

The Medium and Daybreak, May 8, 1885
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• For the duration of 1885, all 
of 1886, and most of 1887, 
Emma returns to the 
Spiritualist circuit, moving 
within a triangle bounded by 
Liverpool, Newcastle & 
Nottingham, roughly

• How, precisely, she is 
earning her living is unclear, 
but it is certainly to a large 
extent dependent on what 
she receives in fees from the 
local societies before whom 
she speaks

• Even today, her schedule 
would be seen as extreme for 
a man or woman of her age...
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By the middle 1880s, Emma is ruthlessly mining
her own life, and her eclectic collection of ideas, for 

lecture topics. She’s also embracing the
methods and practices of other successful lecturers,
and learning how to pair up her lecture topics and

her periodical appearances for maximum marketing effect.

“Illustrated by splendid limelght views” = PowerPoint 0.1
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• November 18, 1887: the 
inaugural issue of The Two 
Worlds

• Emma will occupy the editor’s 
chair until 1892, when she is 
forced out as the result of a 
stock manipulation scheme 
perpetrated by William

• Occultist as well as spiritualist 
in its orientation from the first 
issue

• Definitely a middle-class 
Spiritualist undertaking, with 
tendencies toward small-s 
socialism

• But behind it... someone’s 
money
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• During Emma’s editorship, The Two 
Worlds serves at least four purposes

• Major coordinating vehicle for 
Spiritualism outside London, and 
for the emerging national 
coalition of Spiritualists

• Platform for the launch of ‘new 
voices’ in the movement (J. J. 
Morse, Wallis, A. E. Waite, among 
others)

• Emma’s personal platform -- for 
her propaganda, and for her 
fiction (several EHB novellas 
published serially during her 
editorship)

• The voice of the ‘amorphous 
opposition’ to Theosophy 
(Deveney) -- led by “Sirius”
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The Two Worlds, August 16, 1889

This admirable treatise...
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands
• The Amorphous Opposition

• Led by EHB, and the HBofL

• Peter Davidson’s 1871 work on the 
violin was published, in Glasgow, 
by...

• Hay Nisbet, who was a champion 
(and publisher) of the materials 
emanating from...

• David Duguid, the painting-and-
writing medium, employed in the 
bicycle works owned by...

• James Robertson, who wrote the 
only posthumous biographical 
sketch of...

• Emma Hardinge Britten, who knew 
Robertson, Duguid and Nisbet well...
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Paul Gaunt is beginning to plumb the depths of
the influence that Scottish Spiritualism has had on the movement 

and on the modern occult.
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands
• Organizing Spiritualism

• The Lyceum Union Movement

• “The children of today are to be the 
men and women of to-morrow, our 
representatives, pioneers and 
instruments of communicating 
spirits....it is our duty to teach them, 
and their birthright to be taught, that 
which we know to be true concerning 
our spiritual natures...”

• The National Organization

• “What can take the place of the fast-
decaying forms and tottering edifices 
of antiquated worn-out faiths? Nothing 
under heaven but proofs, direct and 
palpable, of a higher and nobler 
revelation -- one founded on facts, 
proved by reason and demonstrated by 
science -- the handiwork of the creator. 
Spiritualists! You have all this!”
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• There are a number of financial 
crises of one sort or another during 
Emma’s tenure as editor, and the 
organization’s financial reports 
(published in the paper) never 
make sense, except to show that 
the paper is loss-making, and 
something funny’s going on, 
financially

• In January of 1892, a scandal 
erupts at the board of directors 
level

• William Britten has received 
anonymous “gifts” of more than 
2000 pounds between 1890 and 
1892, and invested it in shares for 
the Brittens in the corporation, 
creating a controlling interest for 
himself and Emma
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands
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The Two Worlds, February 26, 1892

Machester Courier, February 21, 1892
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• Emma wastes no time in 
launching her successor 
publication, The Unseen Universe

• Despite the second volume of 
Ghost Land, a very interesting 
novella, The Mystery of No. 9 
Stanhope Street, and the promise 
of “many able and talented 
contributors”, the periodical is 
largely Emma (and Margaret, her 
sister, the librarian of the 
Manchester Foreign Library), and 
lasts only for 12 issues

• The start of several “books”

• UU is concluded hurriedly, 
hacking up the novella-in-
progress rather badly
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• Ghost Land, Volume 2 (1892)

• Advertised as in existence 
since the publication of 
Volume 1 in 1876

• Covers Louis De B____’s 
experiences in the United 
States, which are astoundingly 
similar to those of EHB, and 
those EHB records in MAS and 
NCM

• Louis is a witness to some 
of the events in MAS and 
NCM

• Will be included in the 
annotated edition of Ghost 
Land, in preparation
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• The Mystery of No. 9 Stanhope 
Street (1892)

• To my way of thinking, the most 
interesting fiction Emma wrote 
(and on a word-count basis she 
wrote as much explicit fiction as 
non-fiction, during her life)

• Ann Sophia is dead (d. 1886), 
Emma is 69 years old, and still 
the primary breadwinner, after 
54 years

• She is, I think, wrestling with 
the daemons of her childhood in 
this novella

• The mother does not fare well; 
nor does the daughter.

17



The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• The story turns in part on a young girl, 
corrupt and corrupted by a cast of 
characters, including the girl’s mother, 
who rents her out as an artist’s model 
to painter Richard Stanhope (who lives 
at No. 9 Stanhope Street...are we 
repeating Stanhope enough?)
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One of the grandest triumphs of this wonderful 
picture was that this reptilian form conveyed to 

every beholder the impression of human 
intelligence in the very act of speaking, whilst an 

equally irresistible sentiment of conviction seemed 
to pervade the veiled yet nude and unexceptionably 

modest angel of the flowery bushes—gleaming in 
her eager, large, azure eyes, and revealing 

eloquently in her bending form—that she was 
listening. The picture was at once a marvel of 

history, revelation, and artistic perfection. After a 
long and almost breathless pause of admiration the 

visitor murmured —"Matchless! Perfect! 
Supermundane!”

Eve Tempted, by John Roddam 
Spencer Stanhope (1829-1908) -a version

of this painting was in the permanent
collection of the Manchester Galleries
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• JRSS’ work was on display in 
various forms (oil, tempera) 
from 1877 onward

• Though Spencer Stanhope was a 
habitue of the London theatre, 
and Emma’s age peer, there’s 
really no evidence that they 
knew one another

• But Richard Stanhope is clearly 
John Roddam Spencer Stanhope, 
down to physical description, 
residence, body of work

• Was she telling us that the 
sensualist was JRS Stanhope? Or 
Philip Henry Stanhope? Or 
what?
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

• March of 1893: The Unseen Universe folds after twelve issues, 
rather hurriedly

• Emma obliquely cites “private and personal motives [that] must of 
necessity actuate every individual in the conduct of life-work,” but 
declines to elaborate -- she’s strapped

• And angry: “My second reason for suspending the monthly record of 
what I hoped to make an aid in this great work of spiritual progress 
is because I have been constantly solicited, by those who know in 
fragments something of my past wonderful life, to give its fuller 
details, in such an autobiography as will show what wise, strong, 
and loving spirits can do, and have done, for a young, un-friended 
foreigner in a strange land conducting missionary work in the face 
and defiance of popular opinion.
 When the good spirits, who have 
thus led and supported me, combine with the good friends who have 
still found me out, even in the midnight obscurity of Manchester 
Spiritualism, and urge me to the writing of this autobiography, I 
cannot refuse their plea; in fact, compliance is inevitable.”

• Her life is all she has left to sell.
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