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“The dead came back from Jerusalem.
where they found not what they
sought. They prayed me let them in,
and besought my word, and thus I
began my teaching.”

C. G. Jung, VII Sermones ad Mortuos,
Sermo I
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Module 1:

The Genesis of the ]

LHB Project




Modules

J Genesis

o Emma’s Pre-History

. 18R23-1838: The Dark Period

o 1838-1856: Emma Floyd & Emma Harding, Performer
o 1856-1865: Opening America

J 1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

J 1872-1875: The Electric Physician

o 1875-1877: Emma Hardinge Britten, Occultist
o 1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist

J 1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

o 1892-1899: Rewriting A Life

o What EHB Believed, and What She Left Us
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Genesis

o Dime Museums, leading to

o Evatima Tardo, leading to

o Harry Houdini, leading to

o Mina Crandon, leading to

o Modern American Spiritualism, leading to
o Emma Hardinge Britten, leading to

o Corruption
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““ A Most Remarkable
oman.”
O~ October 13 last an article was printed
under the above heading from the New York
World. A circumstantial account was then
iven of how a woman, named Evatima
ardo, had been exhibiting herself in the
United States, and it was stated she laughed
at death; that bullets through the arm
5nve her- no pain; that snake-bites pro-
uced no ill effects; that she ate glass
freely, and did other ecqually uunatural
things,




Corruption

What did she do,
where and when?

Emma Hardinge-Britten

Emma Hardinge (1823-1899) was born in England but came to
the United States in 1855, where she performed as a singer for ten years
and also became active in the new Spiritualist religion. She returned to
her homeland at the end of the Civil War but was back in America in
1869 and married an American Universalist minister, William Britten,
in 1870, the same year her famous rules for a spiritual circle were
published in Dunedin. She was a founding member of the Theosophical
Society in 1875, but Spiritualism remaine her main commitment and
her relations with Helena Blavatsky were not always smooth. (Both of
these determined women, however, dramatized the power of the new
faiths to liberate persons of their sex for carcers in the realms of the
spirit on a global scale, a possibility scarcely then imaginable in the con-
ventional churches.)

Emma Hardinge was born in England in 1823, Her father was a Sea Captain,
Floyd Hardinge. She quickly took to the arts, teaching music by age eleven and U U ho U U ePe heP

later earning, a living as a music instructor. She made something of a name for

herself in theater carly in life, taking up the study of the occult in an Orphic paJPentS o

old Reverend Samuel Bryon Brittan, a former Universalist minister

WhO were heP and co-publisher of Andrew Jackson Davis’s short-lived Univer-

associates?

coleuix, led the meeting. Brittan would later wed medium-histo-
rian Emma Hardinge. Individually and together they would

become leading spokesmen for the spiritualist movement.
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My Biases

o Material culture - real lives of real people

. Ideology -- belief systems, in competition
with one another

o The persistence of the occult throughout
human history

o Fact, probability and informed judgment

o History-as-narrative

o Raiding the inarticulate
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So here I am, in the middle way, having had twenty years—
Twenty years largely wasted, the years of 'entre deux guerres
Trying to use words, and every attempt

Is a wholly new start, and a different kind of failure

Because one has only learnt to get the better of words

For the thing one no longer has to say, or the way in which

One is no longer disposed to say it. And so each venture

Is a new beginning, a raid on the inarticulate

With shabby equipment always deteriorating

In the general mess of imprecision of feeling,

Undisciplined squads of emotion. And what there is to conquer
By strength and submission, has already been discovered
Once or twice, or several times, by men whom one cannot hope
To emulate—but there is no competition—

There is only the fight to recover what has been lost

And found and lost again and again: and now, under conditions
That seem unpropitious. But perhaps neither gain nor loss.
For us, there is only the trying. The rest is not our business.

T. S. Eliot, “East Coker,” from Four Quartets

History, in its traditional form, undertook to ‘memorize’ the monuments of
the past, transform them into documents, and lend speech to those traces
which, in themselves, are often not verbal, or which say in silence
something other than what they actually say; in our time, history is that
which transforms documents into monuments. In that area where, in the
past, history deciphered the traces left by men, it now deploys a mass of
elements that have to be grouped, made relevant, placed in relation to one
another to form totalities...in our time history aspires to the condition of
archaeology, to the intrinsic description of the monument.

Michel Foucault, The Archeology of Knowledge




Caveats

o This is social history...

o About non-canonical figures...

o Where previous work is filled with
claims of allegiance and affiliation,
but little evidence of care...

o Where papers and effects are lost or
sequestered...

o And much secondary research is
unreliable.

o This is archeology, not criticism.
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“Miss Hardinge is the more striking, but not the more
convincing speaker [when compared to Cora Hatch]. Her
discourses manifest a prompting intelligence of no common
character, and her preleotions [sic] are in consequence, to
our belief, much in advance of the range of even the best
human intelligences. They constitute a garland of

beautifully expressed truths so mathematically interwoven
as to make the abstraction of one vitiate the character of

the whole. This feature in her discourses hinders us from
giving more than a mere notice of them. She is very

beautiful and attractive in form and general appearance.”

Anonymous reviewer, in The Banner of Light, May of 1858

"[1] will prove to the Christian community from THE
WRITINGS of the said Emma, Britten that she is a

blasphemer of the name of THE GOD of the Christian
Scriptures...and a contumelious derider, scoffer or sneerer

of the Prophets, and that even the mendicant itinerants the
Faquirs... are better in their religious beliefs than the said

Emma Britten.”

Advertisement in the Sydney Morning Herald, October
1878

"Confidentially let me say that I fear the young man [Wallis]
is more or less psychologized and his opinions colored of
late by that able, but awfully ambitious and selfish woman,

Emma Hardinge Britten, whose regard for the truth, when
in conflict with her prejudices, you can size up as well as L."
Colonel Bundy to Stainton Moses, December 1887
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Module 2

1810-1823
Pre-History




1810 - Laying The “Sandford” Ghost

"It is now some thirty years ago since my mother (then a young unmarried girl) went to reside with
her parents at the small collegiate town of Tiverton, in Devonshire, England. It was summer time,
and during her first evening in the place, she remarked with surprise the immense throng of
carriages which woke up the echoes of the quiet, secluded square in which she resided, all passing
one way, and seemingly crowding forth at one especial hour. Upon inquiry, she learned that her host
(a doctor, and the mayor of the town) was going to join the throng, and that the object of the
assemblage (of whom the principal portion were clergymen of the Episcopal church) was to proceed
to the village of Sandford, some four or five miles distant, there, in solemn and reverend conclave, to
spend the night in a certain haunted house, for the purpose of "laying the ghost".

Emma Hardinge, “The Sandford Ghost”, in The Wildfire Club (1846%, 1856%, 1861)

o Ann Sophia Bromfield, b. 1793

o Ebenezer Floyd, b. c. 1790

o The daughter of a well-to-do Liverpool merchant (on his second marriage and perhaps his
third career), and the son of a Minehead merchant, shipowner and “gentleman”

o Did they meet in Sampford Peverell in 1810%
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1819 - The Marriage

9 December 1819, by license, in an apparently private ceremony, in Minehead
J Ebenezer Floyd, “mariner”

o Corruption --> “Floyd Hardinge, sea captain”
J Ann(e) Sophia Bro(o)mfield

Ann Sophia was, either at the time, or instantaneously thereafter, pregnant with the
Floyds’ first child, Frances Ann, named (I believe) for Frances Bromfield, Ann’s elder
sister

The marriage does not have the “shape” one would want it to have

o The bride is married in the groom’s home town

° No banns -- but licenses were also an indication of means

o Ann Sophia may have paid a significant price for love, or necessity....
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1819 - The Milieu of the Marriage

J The French Revolution, the Napoleonic  @N.riamptanirs Secors Offies
Reaction, the Congress of Vienna, the ‘ ‘
Six Acts | ~ Arson.
Thrapston| Association.
*  Notraining, no assembly, no SIXTY GUINEAS REWARD. |
revolutionart speech acts -- but
WHEREAS some evil-disposed Person or Persons did, on the
Why ataxon pa,peI’? Iljllghlflafl Osl?él‘[g{RBAY the 24th INSTANT, WILFULLY and
e  The de-stabilization of European T0 .1 RANGE OF

national economies ‘_ . IHI@VEHAS o @H]E]Dgg

18, and partly with Straw,
ARM YARD IN THE 4

RINGSTEAD,

of Northampton,

Mr: WM. COLEMAJV‘

. The second wave of industrialization:
steam, speed and concentration

o The omnipresent fear of revolution,
and enthusiasm

o The acceleration, and devolution, of
literacy and numeracy

o The real beginning of globalization, and
policed civilization

INTERIOR OF A POWER-LOOM FACTORY.
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1819 - The Milieu of the Marriage

o Independent judgment is by no means considered a
‘natural right’

o Plurality of opinion is considered by most
commentators to be a sign of a diseased culture

o Science has not, as yet, undermined the (religious)
basis of consensual truth... although that process is
beginning

o Class, station, place are viewed as hard-and-fast
boundaries

o Women’s existence is largely privatized

o Men'’s existence is largely monetized, but there is as
yet no understanding of “unemployment”

o A great deal of submerged anger, in every class
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I met Murder on the way -
He had a mask like Castlereagh -

Very smooth he looked, yet grim,;
Seven blood-hounds followed him:

All were fat; and well they might

Be in admirable plight,
For one by one, and two by two,

He tossed them human hearts to chew
Which from his wide cloak he drew.

Next came Fraud, and he had on,
Like Eldon, an ermined gown,
His big tears, for he wept well,

Turned to mill-stones as they fell.

And the little children, who
Round his feet played to and fro,
Thinking every tear a gem,

Had their brains knocked out by them.

Clothed with the Bible, as with light,

And the shadows of the night,
Like Sidmouth, next, Hypocrisy
On a crocodile rode by.

And many more Destructions played
In this ghastly masquerade,

All disguised, even to the eyes,
Like Bishops, lawyers, peers, or spies.

Last came Anarchy: he rode
On a white horse, splashed with blood;
He was pale even to the lips,
Like Death in the Apocalypse.

Shelley, “The Masque of Anarchy”, 1819
(written after the Peterloo “Massacre”)
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1819 - The Milieu of the Marriage

o John Varley the Elder, whom we will
meet in a couple of decades, is a
confirmed occultist and expert
astrologer who is frustrated by his
inability to see spirits

o His friend and colleague, William
Blake, has no such difficulty

o During seances in 1819 amd 1820 in
Varley’s home, Blake described
encountering spirits, and Varley
asked him to draw what he saw in his
vision

o This is one of those drawings

William Blake, The Ghost of a Flea, 1819
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Module &

1823-1838
The Dark Period




1823 - Bethnal Green

J Emma’s elder sister, Frances Ann, has been born, and has died, young -- as did = 30% of
children at this time (25% in London, 58% in Manchester)

o Ebenezer has become a schoolmaster, in Bethnal Green, which is becoming (but is not, as
yet) among the worst of the slums associated with the “great wen” of London

\";”;V ! .:“. . ‘ ; '. . " ' ’: ‘.,"‘.‘\ N,
Eia%% R e 2NN 5 /\ ,
Bethnal Green c. 1820 - still mostly open fields A Bethnal Green garret - room for a family of 10, circa 1860
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1823 - Bethnal Green

“Bethnal Green, Middlesex, once a hamlet of Stepney, from which
it was separated in 1743, and formed into a distinct parish....[includes an]
old mansion, now called Bethnal-Green House, [which] was built
in the reign of Elizabeth, by Mr. Kirby, a citizen of London, and is still
called in the writings Kirby Castle. It is now the property of James
Stratton, Esq., and has been long appropriated for the reception
of insane persons. A considerable increase of building has been made

of late years in this neighborhood, and a neat chapel, with schools
for converted Jews, has been erected.

John Bew, The Ambulator, or a Stranger’s Guide for
a Tour Round London (1820), p. 29.

o The Episcopal Jews’ School - a place of worship and education for the children of

voluntarily-converted (?) Jewish families. Funded by the London Jews’ Society
(established 1808).

o Contained 38 boys and 44 girls, in 1832 - they were transported from “all over London” to

attend school here

. Associated with “missions to the Jews”

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.
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1823-1833 - The Children & Their Christenings

. Emma, -- 1823 -- London (A)

. Thomas -- 1826 -- Calne (B)

. Margaret -- 1830 -- Bristol (C)

o Ebenezer is variously

o Schoolmaster, then

J Boatman (%), then

J Apothecary (at a time when this

occupation required several years’
apprenticeship)
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1830s - Bristol
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18308 - Bristol

o Well-educated and politically active urban
working class, making full use of the emerging
machinery for organization, propagandizing
and -- when necessary -- destruction

o Intensely prosperous in the late 1820s and
early 1830s, and intensely unstable

J Traditionally, an area dense in folk-occult
practices, particularly astrology

. (Relatively) cosmopolitan -- wide class
spectrumn, international influences

o Emma and family are probably living in the
St. Mary Redcliffe area, near the world-
famous floating harbor... surrounded by

members of Ebenezer Floyd’s family and their
children

. Ebenezer is buried at St. Michael on the
Mount Without

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

John Sell Cotman, St. Mary
Redcliffe, Bristol (c. 1805)
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1834 - Ebenezer Dies

e MayB5, 1834

Lately, in this city, Mr.[Ebenezer Sloydy formerly of Mine,
o Emma is 9 head, Somerset, : ' D i
April 21, at Jersey, after a protracted illness, Phillis, wife of
Licutenant ‘«Villia‘r'n“l,\lanscll,h .Ne;i gzd only daughter of Joseph
i Horsftord, Esq., of Weymouth, a .
) Thomas 1s 6 April 22,_1:%: John Hodge, ofgCrewkeme.
April 28, at Stoke Rivers Parsonage, aged 71, the Rev. Charles
Hiern, upwards of 42 years rector of Stoke Rivers and Henshaw,
J Margaret is Devon.

An . a8t_ 23 _n PIadan TNMivan - and 00 sha Do

o Ebenezer is of sufficient stature to warrant a death notice in the papers of the area (at
least &) -- this is important, but we do not know what it means

o Ann Sophia is in her late 30s or early 40s, depending on how we date her birth, of very

limited practical skills, and possibly estranged from her family, whose wealth may or may
not be deteriorating anyway...

o This is an unmitigated, horrific disaster.

o And then, a cholera epidemic sweeps through Bristol in the summer of 1834...
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1834 - Ebenezer Dies

I am quite sure I suffered the bitterness of death when my good father, to whom I was
passionately attached, passed away from earth. With a breaking heart, I, a little eleven-years-
old child, was sent out to earn my bread as a pupil-teacher of music. Hating
my life, and longing to join my father -- somewhere, anywhere with him -- I resolved to follow
him, and thus I stood one dark night by the river's brink, and was only saved from seeking a
winding sheet in the Avon's depths at Bristol, by the sound of my dead father's voice bidding
me return to school, and leading me back, as I distinctly felt, by the hand.

To me it seemed as if I had died then...

EHB, Autobiography (1900)

o In some respects, this is the true-est statement Emma made about herself, and her
childhood, throughout her long and contradictory life

o Whether Ebenezer called her back from the brink in 1834, and whether he later became
one of her spirit guides (as she would claim) is beyond knowing

o But his death left her, at 13, the only economically competent member of her family
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1838 - March 16

“The Charity Trustees met yesterday, when several applications from
descendants of Alderman Robert Kitchen were read and referred
to a committee. Several charitable donations, to poor prisoners in Newgate, were
ordered to be distributed by such members of the board as are magistrates of
the borough. Notices for the purchase of some land in Congresbury by the
Exeter Railway Company were referred to the solicitor. An advestisement [sic]
was ordered for tenders for some building at Week St. Lawrence and another for
provisions &c., for the schools. The applications for the office of housekeeper
to the city school were then taken into consideration, and the election
was declared to have fallen on Mrs. Ann Sophia Floyd.”

Bristol Mercury, March 17, 1838

o This is the only known occupation ever held by Ann Sophia Bromfield Floyd - a “gift”
living as a housekeeper at a charity school for boys

o And it, too, represented a disaster -- for entirely different, and psychic, reasons...

o And it was short-lived: at best, a year or two

o Emma, feels the pressure: to earn.

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

24




1838 -- November 28

"A young lady, named Miss Floyd, made a very
promising debut; she possesses a, voice of more
than ordinary sweetness and flexibility, and of
great compass, and, judging from the manner
in which, under all the disadvantages of of a
first appearance, she executed some very
difficult passages in the music assigned to her,
we should say she will prove a valuable
acquisition to the musical profession."

Bristol Mercury, November 29, 1838

On stage, Miss Floyd...

In print, E(rnest)
Reinhold
(EHB’s first pseudonym,
at age 15)

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.
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SACRED MUSIC.
ASSEMBLY-ROOMS, PRINCE's STREET;, BrisroL.
For the Benefit of the Survivor of the BLIND BROTHERS,

N B WIDLIAMS,
’ st respectfully begs leave to announce to the
.‘/ f’\i(fgil’i]:;afxg %Emryof l}iristol, Clifton, ang their Vicinities,
that, in accordance with the wishes of his Friends, his
ANNUAL CTONCERT,

.. or Sacrep Music, %
Will be Gratuitously Performed at the above Rooms, on
WTEADNESD:\Y Evening, Nov. 28, from Haxper’s Gravo

\GEN zuar, the Oratorios of Jerael in Egypt, Joshua,
%’Z’;’;‘\ﬁiccﬁezﬁ, Sumson, &c., with his Grand .ggnomnox
Axtiem. * God save the Queen.” Likewise selections fromthe
Works of Haydn and Mozart ; to which may be sdded the names
of Buyce, Arne, Guyliebni, Welsh, &ec.

PRINCIPAL VOCAL PERFORMERS :
Mrs. PENLEY (of the Bath & Bristol Philharmonic Concerts, )
Mrs. E. LODER,
(Of the Bath & Bristol Philharmonic & Nobilities'Concerts ;)
________Miss SULL1VAN;

WD), (ber first appearance in public);

- Miss FLOY
Mr. 'l'\il'f%i;A'R,Xz Principal Tenor Singer at the English
Opera House & Bath Concerts); and
Mr. T. MACHIN.

The Band will comprise the Bristol Lyric Society, and will
be led by Mr. H. C. Coorgr.
" Qonductor -~ - - - Mr. G. EpwaArps.
In the course of the Evening, Mr. COOPER will plsy a
. CONCERTO on the VIOLIN;
My, W. S. PRATTEN will play with Mr. COOPER a
GRAND CONCERTANTE DURBYT
On the Piano-Forte and Vielin, by Herz and Lafont.
The Chorusses will be sustained by the Bristol Choral Soeiety,
and the whole assisted by several respectable Amateutrs.

Tickets of Admission—Saloon, 5s.; Gallery, 3s. ; which may
be had at the severalll ¢| Warehouses of Mr, Howell and
Messrs. Hodges, Clare.street; Dr. Moutrie, College-green ;
Mr. Edwards, Upper Arcade; also of Mr. Gardner, 88, Castle-
street; Mr. Walters, High-street; and ai the Assembly- Rooms,

£ ‘The Doors to be opened at Six 0’Clock, and the Concert
to begin precisely at Seven.

&O




Module 4

1838-1858

Emma Floyd & ]

imma Harding, Performer




1838-1839: Bristol & T. Machlin

o Margaret has, in all probability been shipped off to live with Frances Bromfield Jackson,
Ann Sophia’s sister, by 1838

o Ann Sophia has taken work to free Emma to pursue her public career, and Thomas is
working, but...

. Thomas could not have earned much
. Nor could Ann

o And Emma, is supplementing public performances with music publication, as
E(rnest) Reinhold

o She turns to, or is recruited by, T. Machlin, a Bristol impresario, who manages her career

until (I think) early 1840, when he sends her to London, and a three-year articling to
Thomas Welsh, London musical career-maker

o What she does, during this three-year articling, is of profound effect on her subsequent
career, and life
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1840 - Back To London

o Ann Sophia, Thomas and Emma may be living

g = .
south of the Thames, in St. Mary’s, Lambeth : . NAMES sex |™
PLACE of each Person who abode therein
;{ i the preceding Night- ; i IND
. We don’t know what Thomas is doing, but : y .
he’ll be in the English Navy, and almost 4 / %’ p 4 Wi £/ -
immediately thereafter dead of sickness 7 ,/-’, Pa
in the South China, Sea, in 1841 TR 4
| L - j "2 ’e ‘ 'KA
J Emma is articled to Thomas Welsh, until o 7% .
1843 | | WZer
r ol 4
’ { / ;
J Ann is not working (almost certainly) o7 -—Z o - \féé -
G '5’,,/5;;}‘\ 200
o Was Emima also an artist’s model at this Y ./15 \lié‘_ \NZZ.
time (age 17)? sy INIZ
£i- //)1

. . . 2
Money, is .Stll.l the ha;’d god around which 1841 UK Census for Larkhall Lane,
Emma’s life is organized Lambeth

Mprs. A Floyd (wrong age) “Independent
means”
Emma (wrong age) -- the “D” is for “ditto”

Neighbors are merchants, clerks, builders

and artists -- but the majority are
recorded as

“independent means”

This is not a “working-class”
neighborhood.
The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved. 28




1840 - Thomas Welsh

° Once an artistic force to be reckoned with --

author, composer, performer, venue builder --
T. Welsh has gone from impresario, to....talent
development

o Better performers --> the theatre, the opera,
the concert rooms

o Middling -->rented out, for short-term
engagements, private functions, and the like

o Low-talent -->placed with wealthy families and
provincial schools as music teachers

YOUNG Protestant LADY, German by birth,
1 but well acquainted with the English, French, and Italian
Languages, desires an Engagement as Musical Tatoress in a School
or Private Family, She has received a thorongh Musical Educa-
tion under the personal direction of Herr Hiller, at the Conserva-
toire of Music at Cologne. Highest referonces will be given.
Address Mr. T. Welsh, 6, Pall-mall, London, W,

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

TWENTY YEARS AGO!

A

NEW MELO-DRAMATIC ENTERTAINMENT,
) IN TWO ACTS,

AS PERFORMED BY THEIR MAJESTIES’ SERVANTS OF TER
LATE THEATRE ROYAL, DRURY LANBE,

AT

THE LYCEUM THEATRE.

e ——

BY 1. POCOCK, ESQ.

AUTBOR OF “ MIT OR MIss " YE3 OR NoO,” &e.

" THE MUSIC COMPOSED BY MR. T. WELSH,

‘This eminent vocalist was horn in the
neighboarhood of Edinburgh in the year
1790 ; and having from a child evinced
great inclination for music, no pains were
spared to procure him instructions init;
he afterwards went to Aberdeen, where
he continued teaching for some time, un-
til having paid a visit to London in 1811,
for the purpose of hearing the most cele-
brated professors there, he was introdu-

raiNT ced to Mr, T. Wewrsy, who took him asa
pupil for three years,and haviog present-

»r  @&d him to Mr. HARR1s, of Covent Garden
Theatre, he was immediately engaged by
that gentleman for five years, afterwards
lengthened to seven, Mr. T. Welsh sha-
ring his salary, benefits, country engage-
ments, &c. during the-three years he re-
mwained under his tuition. Mr, S's first
appearance at Covent Garden, was in the
character of Don Carlos, in the Duenna.’

Nice work, if you can get it...
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1840 - What Emma Says

At that time (the time of Ebenezer’s death), in my grief and blighted prospects, I died to the

lyric stage and tried to commence a new life as a pianiste and composer. Dear good Pierre
Erard, the venerable founder of the grand pianoforte magasin in Paris, gave me the loan of a

lovely instrument on condition of my coming every day to the warehouse and practising there
for the behoof of buyers. Endless were the great and notable personages who came to Erard's

to hear the child pianiste, but when it was found that I was also a magnetic subject. and by a
wave of the hand above my head, and even an unspoken wish on the part of my audience, that

I could play any air desired, my poor mother became astonished and frightened at this new
and unusual accomplishment, anxiously consulting a medical man on the subject -- then so

rare and ill-understood -- she and others of my best friends were assured that I was under
some evil, perhaps Satanic, influence, and that unless I was stopped in this mad career it

would either end in permanent lunacy or death. Stopped, of course, my career as a musician
was, and thus, I returned to England, adopted the stage as my profession, and became an

actress.

o Fiction, based on fact -- four words of fiction, to be precise

o In the main, accurate -- I believe Emma was discovered to be a magnetic subject -- a

clairvoyante -- while articled to Thomas Welsh, and while acting as a demo dolly for
Pierre Erard, in London

o She was not to become an actress until the 1840s, and did not see Paris until 1855,
with the Wallack Company

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.
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1840-1843: The Orphic Circle

When quite young, in fact, before I became acquainted with certain parties who sought

me out and professed a desire to observe the somnambulistic tendencies for which I was
then remarkable. I found my new associates to be ladies and gentlemen, mostly persons
of noble rank, and during a period of several years, I, and many other young persons,
assisted at their sessions in the quality of somnambulists, or mesmeric subjects... Lord
Lytton, the Earl of Stanhope, and Lieut. Morrison (better known as “Zadkiel”), and the
author of “Art Magic,” belonged to this society.

“By One Who Knows,” in “Occultism Defined” from The Two Worlds, 18 November 1887

Never understood by those around me, it was only in after years and when I became
called and associated with a secret society of Occultists and attended their sessions in
London as one of their clairvoyant and magnetic subjects, that I myself began to
comprehend why a young girl fairly educated, and blessed with many advantages,
should be branded with such peculiarities of disposition as must inevitably shut her of
from all companionship with children of her own age and standing.

The society of Occultists to whom I can now only allude, and who are named in "Ghost-
Land" as the "Orphic Circle," obtained knowledge (by means I am not at liberty to
mention) of those persons whose associations they desired.

None of the members were known as such outside their circles, the existence of the
society was undreamed of, and those whom they chose to affiliate with they knew of and
called. I having been thus favoured obtained a clue to my own exceptional early
experiences, which the subsequent developments of Spiritualism stamped as natural

Seership.

Autobiography (1900)

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

31




1840-1843: The Orphic Circle

o I believe the ‘Orphic Circle’ is related to the Gore House circle
around Marguerite, Lady Blessington

o Conversationalist, writer, respectably wicked woman, she lived

with her lover, the Count D’Orsay, from 1830 or so until he fled
to the continent to escape persistent creditors in 1849

o Her “circle” in this period was shot through with the occult -- her
friend, the artist John Varley the Elder, was her court occultist,
astrologist and crystallomancy authority

o D’Orsay was reputed to have employed an alchemist, to make Marguerite, Lady Blessington
gold, to pay his debts (1789-1849)

o Mesmerism was the rage within her circle

o Frequent visitors -- intimates -- include Dickens, Disraeli,
Forster, Chauncy Hare Townshend, Edward Bulwer Lytton, and

other (now canonical) luminaries with whom Emma, claimed
acquaintance: all with occult tastes

o And she well may have rented pianists from T. Welsh

Alfred, Count D’Orsay
(1801-1852)
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1840-1843: The Orphic Circle

o The ‘Orphic Circle’ draws from the Mercurii
(aka The London Astrological Society)

. A mutual-aid society for “sidereal artists”
literally oppressed by law

o R. C. Smith, John Varley the Elder, Thomas
Oxley, R. J. Morrison, George Graham and
John Palmer (at least) -- astrologers, skryers
and alchemists

o Publicly active from the mid 1820s until the
late 1830s

o Varley and Morrison are both ‘connective
tissue’ between this group and other social
groups

o Links to the Denley circle as well (Hockley,
Bulwer Lytton)

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

The Astrologer of the Ninetcenth Century, or Compendium of Astro-
logy, Geomancy, and Occult Philosophy. Dy the Members of the
Mercurii, the Editor of the Prophetic Almanack, and other celebrated
Astrologers.—8vo. pp. 350. 7s.

Max has been somewhere defined to be ““a superstitious animal,” a

definition which has at least one of the essential qualitics, since it

embraces a condition peculiar to man, and which is to be found among
none of the lower animals, Among the various external agents which
dreaming mortals have in all ages supposed to influence their faie, and
foretel their fortunes, the stars have come in for an ampie share ; and
hence astrology, or the science which treats of those movements among
the stars, thetr conjunctions and oppositions, their sextiles and quar-
tiles, their ascendancies and decadences, their houses and squares,

&ec. has in all dark ages been a favourite and a protitable knowledge.

Not a hundred years have elapsed since one of the greatest inathema-

ticians that this country ever produced was in the habit of carning

his bread by the practice of astrology. It is scarcely necessary 1o

add, that we allude to Simpson, who was expelled from his home for

raising the devil, and who afterwards filled the distinguished situa-
tion of Professor of Mathematics in the Royal Military College,

Woolwich.

The Monthly Critical Gazette, February 1825

DEDICATION. .
T T FAMILIAR ASTROLOGER;

10 THE,
AN EASY GUIDE

T0

’ FATE DESTINY, & FOREENOWLEDGE,
IN THE BRITISH EMPIRE,

AS WRLL As To THE

TOVERS OF THE ASTRONOMICAL SCIENCES GENERALLY,

AND PARTICOLARLY

SECRET AND WONDERFUL PROPERTIES OF NATURE.,

TO THE PRESIDENT AND MEMBERS
or Tnr

MERCURII OF LONDON.
—0—0—0—

Learveo awp Inoewtous Gextremes @

Ir is now universully acknowledged, that an Invontion which
saves time, and abridges labor, that simplifies difficult Sciences, or facili-
tates abtruse calculations, is & most dosirablo acquisition: that the Work
which T now offer to your notice, combines in an cminent degroe all theso
useful properties, needs no argument to prove, and will be immediately ac-
knowledgod by every candid and ingenious person. Tho utility of the
Work will sufficiontly speak in its praise. I havo only to add hat I sin-
corely hopo that it will afford you ag much pleasuro and satisfaction, as it
has cost i stady and labor to carry to the great extent nnd perfection in
whieh it is now most respoctfully dodicated to your service, by,

Learned and Ingenious Gentlemen,

Your very obedient servant, Zombon-
PRINTED FOR JOHN BENN
TaRzETUN >

and wellwisher,

THOMAS OXLEY.
Liverpool, Nov, 1850,
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1840-1843: The Orphic Circle

o The “Orphic Circle” formed, I think, around Bulwer-Lytton
-- who was living, in the early 1840s, apart from his wife, at
least in part at Craven Cottage, on the banks of the
Thames, outside London proper - a dark place for dark
deeds.

o The interior of the cottage was done up, by a prior owner,
as the inside of an “Egyptian tomb”

Edward Bulwer-Lytton (1803-1873)

“That Bulwer was a Spiritualist there is no question. He may have done, as so
many others do -- shrunk from public avowal of a belief the foundation of which
is knowledge; but that he accepted Spiritualism as an infallible truth there can

be no doubt. I dined with him when he was living at Craven Cottage, on the
banks of the Thames, near Fulham. Some persons, of whom I had the honor to

be one, were invited to meet Alexis, then a lad who had obtained renown as a

clairvoyant. Lord Brougham was of the party. Dinner was delayed waiting for

the "marvelous boy." When the bell rang, Bulwer, accompanied by two or three of
his friends, left the room to receive him. In the hall was the card-tray: Bulwer
took from it a. dozen or so of cards, and placed them in his coat pocket. After
dinner Alexis went into "a trance." Bulwer placed his hand in his pocket, and
before withdrawing it, asked whose card he held; the answer, after a brief pause,
was given correctly. The experiment was repeated at least a, dozen times --
always correctly. Alexis was a French boy, who had been but a few days in

England. The cards were all those of Englishmen. I need not say how great was

our astonishment. "Clairvoyance" was a term that probably most of the guests

heard there for the first time."

Samuel Carter Hall, Retrospect of a Long Life (1883)
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1840-1843: The Orphic Circle

o Charles Dickens, rising literary lion and practicing
mesmerist, writes in his journal for May 21, 1841 that
he’s seen the famous ‘magnetic boy,” Alexis Didier, at
Chauncy Hare Townshend’s house, and that he’s told
Countess Blessington that Didier is “marvelous”

o Dickens had no patience with Spiritualism, but he
believed mesmerism was science, and that he was
possessed of extraordinary mesmeric gifts

. Emuma will claim Dickens as “my old friend,” while she
is editing The Two Worlds, and they are known to
worked together in the theatre, and to have

corresponded... Charles Dickens (1812-1870)

° And then there’s the whole Outcast Women
thing....

Dr. John Elliotson (1791-1868),
Dickens’ mesmeric instructor,
attender of Emma’s lectures
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1840-1843: The Orphic Circle

J The use of young female clairvoyante
subjects by mesmerists and occultists
was not only common,; it was

theoretically sound

o As was skrying, with and without
female clairvoyantes

The plaintiff stated that the had heard of the wonderful (crystal) ball
as in the possession of Lady Blessington and sold among her effects.
He himself bought it in 1849 from a London dealer in curiosities. Here
the ball itself was produced and put in evidence. It was a rock crystal,
three or four inches in diameter, with several flaws, handled by
means of a ribbon, and carefully kept in a cushioned box....The

plaintiff then went on to say that his son, a lad of thirteen years of
age, was the first who professed to see visions in it; the scenes
described to him were laid chiefly in the Arctic seas and appeared to
relate to the fate of Sir John Franklin and his crew...(Plaintiff testified
that) several persons of distinction had at different times desired to
see the crystal, and it seems from the evidence to have been quite the
rage at one time to engage Zadkiel and his crystal as an additional
entertainment, at evening parties. The plaintiff ran over a long list of
persons to whom, at their own request, he had exhibited the crystal.
Among these figured Baron (Christian) Bunsen, several countesses, a
bishop, an archedeacon and a member of Parliament....

NYT summary of the testimony of R. J. Morrison (Zadkiel) during his
prosecution of Sir Edward Belcher, for libel, in 1862
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LIFE AMONGST THE PLANETS;

THE MOST WONDERFUL MESMERIC REVELATION YET RECORDED,

W are indebted to the able astrologer and eminent meteorolo-
gist, “ Zadkiel,” for the following most remarkable elucidation
of the occult science, through the mesmeric trances of a young
lady, whose real name we believe to be Elizabeth Andrews.
The auestions and replies here given. have such intornal evide

of t : ' '
o«

SATURDAY, Froruasy 22, 18435, [Price Oxx Pexxy.
- 44

THE POETRY OF THE INVISIBLE WORLD.
BY A ROSICRUCIAN.

Paper edited by E. L. Blanchard, friend of
EBL and colleague of Miss Emma Harding
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April 1842: The Covent Garden Company

LB IGUY) 4D DUCIETY, Willl 0T06F Entertainnioni

(A r

'HEATRE ROYAL COVENT-GARDEN
Tis EVENING will be performed the Opera of NORML o'
Muzume Ronzi de Begnis (Ler first appearance on the Fp m!\orma,
Pollio, Mr. W. Harrison ; Flaviur, Mr. Binge: Orovess e 24¢)s
digl : Adulgisn, Miss Rainforth; Clotilda) Bliss Plosd, ' err Blov.

Afty which CHARLES THE'SECOND,  Charles 11, Mr, ooy
Lord Rochester, Mr. Vining ; Captain Copp, Mr. Bartle ,‘m Pery
alilss (.’Olltitt (,1 Lnd.}' TC}I{ngn, Miss Cooper; Mary Copp’M“"\’}. u:;'d'

To conelude withTHE WOODEN LEG : inwhi P el
Miss Ballin will perform, G5 Inwhich Ar. Gllben tog

To-morrow, La SBonnambuls, with La Sy :
| and his Men, ' ).lphlde, and the L.mltr

April 1842 dates her earliest advertised performance as a member of the company (in
“The Plighted Troth”™), but she may have done the summer provincial tour before the
company’s return to London in August

She is “Miss Floyd” -- because she is still, she thinks, marriage-able (I believe) and she is
still primarily a singer/musician, not an actress per se

She almost certainly meets at Covent Garden a man who will profoundly influence her
thinking as an occultist: Hargrave Jennings

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.
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April 1842: The Covent Garden Company

. (John) Hargrave Jennings (1815-1890)

. Novelist, on-site secretary (mnanager) of
the Covent Garden company, Freemason,
friend of Dickens, historian of the occult

. Auto-didact (like Emma), and omnivorous
(like Emma,), and working in the same
fields as Emma

o Life-long bachelor

J Majority of the illustrations for Art Magic
are lifted from Jennings’ The Rosicrucians

without change

o Is he the mysterious betrothed mentioned
in the Autobiography?

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

he Rival Italian Operas.

| A very siogular book upon the subject of the mystic Rosicrus
ciansg, is in the press, It will appear almost immediately. Nothing
beyond romance, relativa $o this mysterions and wondrous body
has ever appeared in Eoglish, The only books concerniog the Her-
| wmetic Brethren ars in Latin, and were written by Robert Flood,
the Loglish Rosicrucian, in tho time of James the Firast, The’
 title of tha presgat work is * Curious Things of the Catside World,
It is in two volumes, and 5 the production of Mr.
WEEY Autbor of the * Indien Religions; or, Results of the
M ysterious Buddbism ;" a book which earned the praiss of members
of the Council of India, and is now beiug truuslated, by & learned
Persian resident in Bogland, for circulation in the Janguages of
Hindostan.

Mrm is known in literary and theatrical
circles as havipg been the hiterary secretary to Mr, Lumlay, of Her

Majesty’s Theates, and suditor to that establishment, durivg the

ciod of Mr. Lumley’s managcment, namely, from 1842 to
;glfg? ﬁd apnin (after tho close of the theatre, duriag the years
1853, 1854, and 1856), in 1858, 1857, and 1858, This period
- embraces the foundstion of the Royal Italian Opera, the unsur.
passed Jeany Lind time, the contest with the rival hoose, tbe dis-
putes aboui Joanna Wagner, the retarn of Sontag to the Opora ;
and, in fine, all the important events comprised io thas loog aad
' famous space, From haviog been in the midst of all this inter-
esting history, there is jo man in London, we should say, betier
fitted to give the public the memoirs of this exciting theatrical time
thau My, Hargrave Jenniogs. And we Lelisve we are correct in
stating, that he bas collected materiale, npd that he designs, in due
time, t:> present to the public a coupls of volumes of Operatic and
Theatsical Listory, setting forth the real grounds of the formatiion
of the Italian Opera ia 1546 and 1847, wili muca waticr gonurally
ooknown and interesting., The t:x'.o of tho contemplated wpcrt i
the % History of the Rival Operas,”

The Era, November 18, 1860

This is not The Rosicrucians (1870).

38




1842-1845: Finding Work

From April of 1842, until January of 1844,
Emma is a member of the Covent Garden
company, as “Miss Floyd”

In Jaunary of 1844, she is advertised as a
member of the company of the (ill-fated,
short-lived) Princess’s Theatre in Oxford
Street, as Miss Floyd, with Paul Bedford
(with whom she seems to migrate)

But at the end of January of 1844, the
performer “Miss Floyd” disappears from the
records of the London theatre community

entirely, and (as far as can be determined)
forever.
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MASANIELLO.

As performed at the Theatre Royal, Drury Lane (under the
management of Mr. Price), on Monday, May 3rd, 1829.

Characters.

1842,
Original. Theatre Royal,
Covent Garden.

MASANIELLO (a Neapolitan

Fisherman) ... we  Mr. Bragast. ... Mr. Hagrisow.
ALPHONSO (Son of the Viceroy

of Naples) ... .. Mr. T, CookE. ... Mr. Travers.
LORENZO (Alphonso's Friend) Mr. Lee. «or Mr. Wiaan.
PIETRO ( (Friends of Masa-} Mr, Beororn. ... Mr. HorxcasrLe.

niello and” Leaders

MORENO of the Revolt Mr. Yarxorp. ... Mr. Bixce.
SELVA (Officer of the Viceroy) Mr. C. Jovgs. ... Mr. CorLreTT.
RUFFINO ... «ss Mr. Braxp.
COMMISSIONER ... «o Mr. Moore. ... Mr. Moore.
ELVIRA (Alphonso's Bride) Miss Berrs. ... Miss Poore.
FENELLA (Masaniello's

Sister) ... v Mdme. Avexaxprize. Miss GiLBgRT.
LADY IN WAITING ... Miss Westox ... Miss Frovp.
lst WOMAN ... ) ... Miss SoMERVILLE.

280 WOMAN ... .o Miss Moraax.

Soldiers, Fishermen, Lazzaroni, Peasants, Male and Female,

- PRINCE=S'® THEATRE, OXFORD-STREET.
THi8 EVENING will he performed the Opera entitled
3 .. YEE MAID OF JUDAH.
Cedrie, M r. Weiss ; Ivanhoe, Mr. Wood ; Wamba, Mr. Oxberry;
Gurth, Mr. Granby; Sir Lucas de¢ Beaumanoir, Mr. Fitzjames ;

8ir Briau de Bois' Guilbert, Mr. Higgie: Lsi ‘ork
Barnetb—-Beb«:ca, Mrs, \\'u:)d. BV S T Ly S

Te conclude with—1THE MAGIC MIRROR
iSharacters by Mr:. H.P. Grattan, M. P, Bedford, Mr.Granby,
SF. Yralten, DMr. Higgie, Mr. Oxberry, M: > iss Floye
Mise B. Isaace, and M‘is: E. llomqur.r)’ R S T

Morning Post, January 30, 1844.
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1845-1856: Miss Harding, Actress

o 1844: “Miss Emma Harding” - she has
crossed an economic line, into a place
from which there is no returning, a place
requiring a pseudonym

o Emma Harding a sympathetic
character in Camilla Toulmin’s
popular novel, Sweet Revenge (1844)
-- coincidence?

o Her occupational trajectory thusfar:

Covent Garden -> Princess’ -> Sadler’s
Wells

J She is staying within the broad domain of
musical theatre, dragging along her
heritage and early promise as a singer....
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THEATRE ROYAL, SADLER'S WELLS.

Licensed by the Lord Chamberlain, under the Act 6 & 7 Victorin, cap. 68.
Lisse—~THOMAS LONGDEN GREENWOOD, Melbourne Cottage,
White Hart Lane, Tottenham.

Under the management of
Mrs. WARNER axp Mg, PHELPS,
0f the Theatres Royal, Drury Lane, Covent Garden, and Haymarket.

Whit-Monday, Moy 27th, 1844,
THE PERFORMANCES WILL COMMENCE WITIH! SHAKESPEARE'S PLAY OF

MACBETH.

With New Scenery by Mgasgs, F. Fexroy, Monretu, &e.
Duncan (King of Scotland) gi& Wirriaxs
Malcolm - . Hixen
Donalbain z Sons to the King ... Miss Tnorxsury
Macheth Mg, PuzLrs
Banquo ) Generals of the King's Army ... Mg, H. Lacy
Macduff Mg, H. Manston
Lenox ' Mg. RavyMoxn
Rogse ME. ALbrinGe
Menteith > Noblemen of Scotland |, Me, GreGony
Angus Mk, Jonsson
Caithness Mz, Srewarr
Fleance {Son to Banquo) ... Miss Fraxcis Phymuau ... Mx, Fravks
Siward (General of the English forces) ... Ma. Granax
Seyton (nn Officer attending on Macbeth) Mi, Kxtaur
Lady Macheth wee Mus. Wanrnen
Gentlowoman (nttenfhng on Lud) Mscbcth) Meus, L MarstoN
Hecate v M. CLEMENT WHITE
First Witch - v Mr. Foryas
Second Witeh ... Mn. WiLsoN Third Witch ... M. MokzLLt
First Singing Witeh ... ve Miss. Lenatr
Second Singing Witch ... " Misg Evya Harmso
Other Singing Witches .. Meses Pranc B, Granay, MoreLLs,

Maeriy, OLIvER, and JAMESON,

In the course of the evening
AN ADDRESS (written by T, Senue, Ese.) will be spoken by
Mas, Wansen.

After which, n New Operotta, entitled
THE HUNTER'S BRIDE.

To conclude with a New Farce, written by Mr, GReEXWooD, illnstrative of

A ROW IN THE BUILDINGS.

Stage Manager, Mz, PaELPS. Acting Manager, Mr. T. L. Gueeswoon
Scene Painters, Messes, F. Fexrox, Fiveay, &e. Treasurer, Mi, Wanszi
Musical Director & C umposer, M. W. MoNtcosLEy.

“
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1845-1856: Miss Harding, Actress

The death of a noble father, and the entire disruption of family ties, sent me out into
the world at this early period of my life, first as a teacher of music in a school, and
subsequently as a concert player and vocalist. I beg, distinctly, once and for all, to

claim, that I never went to school in my life as as student; that the common branches
of English education were received only in the family circle of accomplished English
ladies, and the life page of good society; and that in no science but the theory of
music, and the all-absorbing page of harmony and composition, did I ever receive any
instruction, or pursue any study. From the age of twelve, my public life commenced,;
and any one who has become acquainted with the severe studies which musical
artistes are called upon to pursue in Europe, (especially when in addition I had to
provide a home for myself and my mother by my teaching, etc.) will scoff at the idea
that any leisure could have been afforded me for those metaphysical and scientific
studies in which certain of my American friends confidently affirm "my youth was
absorbed."

EHB, Preface to Six Lectures on Theology and Nature (1860)

o Another, different, version -- at this point in Emma’s career (1860), the actress had to be
obscured

o But her point -- that she had no formal higher education, and no time for self-study -- is
true enough
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1845-1856: Miss Harding, Actress

The London theaters at mid-century were a heterotopia: a place where many of the normal
social strictures were loosened or suspended, where classes mixed freely, where subjects
otherwise forbidden were discussed

Theaters were “deregulated” in 1843 (EBL a prime mover) -- which created no new
theaters for 20-odd years, but significant employment opportunities, and an expanded
range of materials performed

Licensed and unlicensed, ‘legitimate’ and transpontine -- a demimonde into which very
nearly everyone went (in plain clothes, or in disguise)

Many mid-Victorian cultural standard-bearers wrote for, and on occasion acted in, the
legitimate London theatre: Dickens, Bulwer Lytton, Browning

Very lucrative for the owners and promoters, who on occasion could “rise” into polite
society -- W. C. Macready, for example

Actresses -- particularly leading ladies -- could find themselves the paramours, or even the
wives, of culture heros (Ellen Terry, GF Watts)

But “actress” was still a synonym for “fallen woman”
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1845-1856: Miss Harding, Actress

o Mostly at the Adelphi - a legitimate company

o Never a leading lady; secondary female roles, and
minor characters

o Often grueling performance schedule -- she is,
without question, a working actress with a 40-
week season, year after year

o She moves her mother to Westminster, to Tufton
Street, and hires a servant

o Her reviews use the words “creditable,”
“serviceable”, “interesting”....

J She is uniformly viewed as a beauty, and cast in
roles that put her on display, physically

Miss Emma, Harding in “The Phantom
Dancers” in 1847

o uymg NSt nawe,.
n the scone where the flowers with Miss Emma
Harding at their head, as tho rose, revolt against the
ener, who comes to cut them for a bouguet, Mr,
right, who plays the horticultural individual in que-tion,
was irresistably comic. A propos de bottes. I the
nurscry gardens around the metropolis produced such
lovely plants as those which Miss Emma Harding heads,
we think that we may venture to give it as eur opinion
that young men would become remarkably fond of gar-
dening. The rich ones would, of course, have well
stocked conservatories, and even the poorest would manage
to have his pot or two, to put out of the garret window

on a sunny day.

@I % ¢« 0T R

L

=
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1845-1856: Miss Harding, Actress

The Baffled Sensualist

He was a man whom no description can fully represent to the inhabitants of the western continent, for he was of a class unknown in
American experiences -- a peer of the British realm; the elder brother of a wealthy, noble and far-descended house, and marked actor in

that peculiar drama which is only played amongst the members of the British aristocracy.

You could not follow me, my American friends, were I to attempt for you a description of the stately earl and his peculiar sphere of action,;
happy for you you cannot; for the sum of all is told when I translate his life in this: His birth, position, the law of primogeniture, and other
specialities, had manufactured a rich nobleman and a capacious mind into a bad man, notorious for his enormous gallantries in public life,
and his equally enormous tyrannies in private life. This man had lived for self, and used time, talents, wealth and station, for no other
purpose than the gratification of self and selfish passions....

In my youth I had known this man. I had often read Shakespeare to him, sang and played for him; and, despite some awe with which his
singularly stately presence inspired me, I returned his regard for me with perhaps more of interest than the young and innocent

generally yielded to him. My full understanding of his character was a revelation of after years. Since I have been in America, the journals
of home have brought the intelligence of the great man's transit into "the land of rest".

EHB, “A Vision”, 1872

Of some years of strange and varied experiences at the Adelphi and other London theatres I do not propose to speak in detail; as a curious
indication, however, of how the web of human life destiny may be spun out without either the volition or agency of the individuals most
concerned, I will come to the closing chapter of my English theatrical experiences, only premising, in justice to others, what more than

one living witness could, if they would confirm, and that is that perhaps few young girls in narrow circumstances, leading a busy
struggling life, were ever subject to more sore temptations from a vicious aristocracy than myself...By one cruel and remorseless
persecutor, in the person of a baffled sensualist, several of the theatrical entrepreneurs by who I was engaged or in treaty with, were
induced by specially prepared golden arguments to cancel any engagements with me, so that I might be driven to the last necessity of
placing myself under my millionaire enemy’s kind protection....I endured this terrible taboo for a time, but under my good and beloved
mother’s counsel I determined at length to baffle it.”

EHB, Autobiography, 1900
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1845-1856: Miss Harding, Actress

The Baffled Sensualist?

: -Lytton, Lord Lytt
Philip Henry, 4th Earl Stanhope (1781-1855) Bdward Bulz”lzro?fg;) ord Lytton Benjamin Disraeli,

1st Earl of Beaconsfield (1804-1881)

To W. H. WILLS, 25 JANUARY 1854"
MS Huntington Library

Tavistock House | Twenty Fifth January 1854
My Dear Wills
Will you look at the enclosed note from Miss Emma Harding, and my reply? |
spoke to you about her papers at Boulogne, and thought they had been returned
ages ago. Please pack them off, together with my note, to her address at once.
I want (for the story I am trying to hammer out) the Educational Board’s series of
questions® for the examination of teachers in schools Will you get it.
Ever Faithfully
Charles Dickens (1812-1870), CD.
Lord of the People’s Universe
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1845-1856: Miss Harding, Actress

o Emma’s career as a member of the Adelphi

company ends in June of 1854, at the end of
the season

o In September of 1854, Emma, performs in a
benefit staging of Dickens’ Hard Times at the
Strand

o From October 1854 until May of 1855, Emma,
is a member of the Royal Surrey Theatre
company, on the “wrong” side of the river
Thames

o In June of 1855, the Wallacks form a touring
company to do Shakespeare in Paris, and
Emimma joins the company (brought in by an
old colleague, George Honey)

o 1838-1855: from age 15 until age 32, a
working actress
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OYAL SURBEY THEATRE—|

')’ Under the Management of Messrs, SERPEERD and CRBSWICK |-

“Tho sight of the season—the: Smrey. Pantomime.” “A most
gorgeous and patriotic Pantomime,” For gorgeousness of Scenery,

nothing at the Surrey has ever excelled the Satin Boudoir of theIeland | -

3 will be performed THE [*
FARMER'S DAUGHTERS. Vincent Middleton, Mr.. W, Morgan;.|-
Farmer Greenland, Mr. Vollaire; Michael Wright, Mr. Montague |.
Smythson; Nat Maybush, Mr, H., Widdicomb; George Redley, Mr. |

Queen and the Royal Palace of Beauty..
On. Mondsy, and during the week,

Phelps; Jemmy Jenkins, Mr, G. Yarnold; Dark Davy, Mr, Verner;
Fanny Greenland, Miss Anderton; Sophia Greenland, Miss 8. Lewis ;
Betty Wiggles, Miss Emily Sunders; Mabel, Mrs, Charles Melville,
To be followed by the new Christmas; Pantomime of HARLEQUIN

LITTLE ONE EYE, LITTLE TWO EYES, LITTLE THREE |,

EYES ; or Beasts and Beauties. The entire Pantomime, arranged

and produced solely by Mr, Shepherd.. ‘KiniUngig;&{g;mafaztgg:ﬁ; :

‘Harlequin, Mr. H, Saunders;. Little Dame Thres Eyes, Mrs, Charles [:

boo, Mr. Butler, afterwards Clown, Mr. Bae

Melville, afterwards Pantaloon, Mr, Bradbury ; Little Two Eyes, Miss
Fanny Douglas, afterwards Colnmbine, Miss E. Gunniss; Mephis-
tophiles, Mr, Nor'ma.l:&

Lunario, the Youn

the Tfland Queen, Miss,
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1845-1856: Miss Harding, Actress

Robertson's first substantial acting engagement since he had struck out on his own in
London was ironically due to family connections. William Robertson and J. W. Wallack in
1855 were managing the Marylebone Theatre. Robertson's brother
Craven and his sister Madge were playing juveniles. Tom rejoined the family. They played
a season. Then, whether it was because the touring instinct was overpowering or the
Marylebone vein had been exhausted, the Robertsons were off on another fantastic
gamble a visit to Paris to produce Macbeth at the Theatre des Italiens. The company was
impressive, including the Wallacks, the William Robertsons, Mrs. Arthur Stirling, and
George Honey, but the name of the angel was prophetic: Monsieur Ruin de Fee. The
foreign tour lasted less than three weeks; the company received one week's salary, and
the actors straggled back to London as best they could.

Maynard Savin, Thomas William Robertson: His Plays and Stagecraft (1950)

Once again, between the straits (sic) of Dover and Calais, I died to the London stage and
arrived in Paris a new being. We had friends and acquaintances in the gay city, and
though the Wallack Company was a total financial failure, and paid nobody, we spent
many pleasant weeks in Paris when not busy at the theatre amongst my musical
associates. I had nothing to regret, but still another new experience to learn, whilst
another note of preparation rung out, in anticipation of my approaching future --
magnetism and magnetic experiment were just then the rage in Paris.... The last night of
the English Wallack Company's performances had arrived; on that occasion I played in a
little character piece of my own writing, and at its close, our most intimate friend in
Paris, being, as wass his custom, behind the scenes, introduced me to a gentleman whom I
found talking with this friend and my mother, and endeavouring to convince her
that the best and most attractive spot on earth for the display of my peculiar talents, etc.,
etc., was the B__ Theatre, of New York, of which he himself was the manager.

EHB, Autobiography (1900)
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1845-1856: Miss Harding, Actress

o August 22, 1855 -- The Collins’ Line steamship, the Pacific (which will figure prominently
in Emma Hardinge’s perfection as a medium) docks, from Liverpool, in New York City

o Amongst the passengers are a group of young unmarried women with French surnames...

o ..And a Mrs. and Miss Harding (ages 45, and 25, respectively) -- Ann is on her way to 60,
and Emma is 33
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Traveling-As-Network

o Emma and Ann Sophia came across the Atlantic between the two major nodes in the
Anglo-American network -- Liverpool & New York -- on a Collins’ Line steamship that was
making the crossing in an average of 13 days, bankrupting Collins in the process (were it

not for the generous subsidies paid by the Federal government to Collins for carrying US
mails)

o The women (think about it) arrived at a time when the US was undergoing a profound
infrastructural transition, on top of which Emma would build her life, and her career

The growth of railroad and steamship networks

The growth of public accommodation -- hotels and boarding houses

The growth of printing press capacity, and the decline in the cost of printing

Telegraphy -- Internet 1.0

o Emma’s life was all about how people and information travel
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Traveling-As-Network

Railroads

Began as private affairs, or to link major
metropolitan ‘hubs’ to immediate outliers

Long-haul rail was highly politicized when
Emma and Ann Sophia arrived in the US, and
stymied, to some extent, by limitations in the
printing system -- the hand-etching process for
producing maps that could be used to plan
routes

Watching Emma’s itinerary unfold in her
Western adventures between 1863 and 1881 is
to a large extent watching the railroads get
built

In the right-of-way, telegraph poles....

i o Ifardlnge Britten, tho cele-

Why dld Emma nOt br;\\ggl' r;;;:xlu?ccrmu(n:l] hullx‘tll!wrc:{iﬁl. 1:11,3'11;
a;k. a[{ i re eak nt the Libersl Ins :
Spe mn Salt L e Clty ggut?z‘éul\tgnsi?lg: of Friduy, Sunday and

before the late 1870s?

Because she could

nOt get there’ adinission 4t U5 cenis; gi\llcrg ;O\I%L:)bt]s(.‘

i ‘o tickets 25 cents, Person ble
economlcally’ before that (L)cri bz;\‘;‘o\‘}i‘ltlkg? ;:)ivctn tickets on_ applica.
time tion to T. C. Armstrong or Mr, Harrison,
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Railroad Miles: US 1850-1890
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b hurtinl 10 COIIGIUn, %9 Wi & vus.

Mrs, Britien’s Lectures,

Mondey next, the S1st, 25d snd Sith of
.\{2)'. oi‘l subjeets ln the (o‘l'h‘)‘wlng (l\‘ll(:‘il':
Ve Footsteps of Anzels; Tl:c‘"q‘ri‘_;‘, ‘n
und Destiny of the Human Soul: TFree
Masonry, Ancient aud 3{0(1(::'}1. Conl\-
nence each evening at 7:30. To enable
all to heur Mrs. Britten, the locnl_c‘o.mi
mittee have placed the general price o

Salt Lake City Daily Tribune, May 21, 1880
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Traveling-As-Networx

o Hotels And Boarding Houses

J Q: Why did Emma spend so much time in
Lowell, Massachusetts?

) A: Because she could.

o As hotels and short-term boarding houses

sprung up (along transportation arterials, to
support trade) in the 1850s and after, they
created

o Accessibility

o Places for the exchange of information
among strangers

o Points where the foreign was injected into
the local
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Traveling-As-Network

Printing & Publishing

Hardening and automation (paper -->
press --> bindery/folder)

Pre-press (typewriter [1847, 1857, 1873],
Linotype/Monotype])

Post-press distribution (see railroads)

The penny press (2-8 pages for 1 cent)
exploded after 1830, and made
millionaires -- cost-of-goods-sold about a
tenth-of-a-cent per page

A New York Mercury meme could be in
the Chicago Inter-Ocean in 7 days or less
by 1875, or in the Medium & Daybreak in
London in 12 days, and in the Glasgow
papers in a further 2 days

Emma’s exposure in 1881 took 48 hours
to get from “live” in New York to “in print”
in Salt Lake City

o Not Twitter speed, but getting
there....
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US Newspapers (Daily, Weekly) By Decade

7000

5250

3500

1750

1810 1820 1830 1840 1860 1870 1880 1900 1920 1940 1980

Approximately 80% of what I think I know about EHB, I learned by
reading period newspapers and periodicals.

Today, people of EHB’s relative cultural “weight” do not make it to
the pages of USA Today or the New York Times.

But they’d have a blog, and a tweetstream, and they’d self-publish
e-books on Amazon.com
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Traveling-As-Network

. Telegraphy -- The Metaphor of the Movement

-t o s s o - e

MAP SHOWING THE

TELEGRAPH LINES

UNDLR CONTRACY ano
TO COMPLETE THE CIRCUIT OF THE GLOBE .

e L L L . T —
Y b R

o foe
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.
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Traveling-As-Network

o Informational Distance and Speed

o You can measure the distance between two points in miles, or in informational
distance: road miles, or information minutes

o Information cannot travel faster than ¢ (186k mps), or cause-and-effect relationships
are compromised (Einstein)

o 1775: The battles at Lexington and Concord occur on April 19; are published in the
NY press on April 23; in Philadelphia on April 25; in Baltimore on April 27; in
Charleston on May 9; in Savannah on May 31

. 71100 hours (45 days) to travel 1100 miles - 1 information mile per hour
J 1872: the London-to-Calcutta undersea cable is lit

. 3 hours to travel 6900 (overland) miles: 2300 information miles per hour; 38
information miles per minute

o During this same period, the informational distance between many places within the
US and the UK remained unchanged, and very low (in terms of i-mph)

o Globalization is about compression of road-miles, and information-minutes
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Traveling-As-Network

o Informational Speed

1.39
R.70
1.12
R.78
4.0
3.78
R.61
12
19.3
109
47

. BatleoftheNge 1798 2073 1,488
L Bastle ofTrafalgar L 1805 1100 408
. KuchFarthquake(ndia) 1819 4118 5,672
.~ TreatyofNamkimg 1842 5597 2,016
. ChargeofthelightBrigade 1854 1646 408
L ey 1ss7 4176 1,104
L mreatyofiensin | 1858 5140 1,968
. LincolnAssassination 1865 3674 312
. Archduke Maximilian Assassination (Mexico) 1867 5545 288
. AlexanderTAssassination 186l 1309 12

. NobiBarthquake(Japan) 1801 5916 R4

.

 Source: Clark, A Farewell to Alms (2008)

300 Information Miles-Per-Hour

In the 1870s,
i-MPH eclipsed
p-MPH for the first
time...and it has been
that way ever since.
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Traveling-As-Network

The network in microcosm k=
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Module 5

1856-1865
Opening America




1856-1865: Opening America

Emma’s first role at the Broadway Theatre is as a leading lady -- something she never
achieved on the English stage

o Mrs. Bracegirdle, in The Tragedy Queen, which opened in September of 1855 (Emma,
claims, in 1858, that she wrote this piece)

Her last recorded role, as Azurine in King Charming, was in June of 1856

In between, at least one play Emma claims to have written (and perhaps two, if we count
The Tragedy Queen), but none that ran well or long.

EHB records, and the published primary materials would agree, that there was some kind
of dispute between her and the theatre management

She wasn’t working, she was being paid...something... and she had time on her hands...so
she began exploring Spiritualism
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1856-1865: Opening America

o “The ship ‘Pacific’ was due on the memorable
day when I became developed as a medium, to
wit, on Tuesday, February 19,
1856.” (Autobiography)

J Emma claimed to have received a
communication, on this day, from a crew
member of the Pacific, which had sunk (and
which indeed never made port in NY)

o This could date Emma’s “perfection” as a,

medium accurately, but the ship was due some
two weeks prior to this date, and the NY

papers were carrying stories of the Pacific’s
likely loss a week before this date

o Imponderable....
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UNITED STATES MAIL STEAMERS
: BRTWREN
LIVERPOOL AND NEW YOPK,

TheSteam-shipycomprisingthis Lincarethe
2 0 eev e, Captain Wrst,
SEAQHNCE. ...... Captain Evpnrives,
B/ +esonseeOaptain CoNETOOR,
Those Vossolarreappointed to snll asfollows:—

FROM LIVERPOOL. 1860, -
sesnevassesernersasss Wodnesday, 20th Feb.
¥ 2 e S R PR A Wednosday, 6th Mnarch,
ATLANTIC voveiiinennen «osos Wednesday, 10th March,
BALTIC .ot viuvinnns versiveeys Wednesday, 2nd April,
And ovory alternato Weduesday.
: FROM NEW YORK. 1856.
@W.................‘...Sumrdny.' 710th Feb,
ATLANTIC, .. ....... sieisasaes Saturday, 1st March.
BALYIC....coievivuanns vree o oSaturday,  15th Mareh,

And every aitornate Saturday.
Bralaht an raada navahla in Naw Varl ta oharoad at tha vata

TEsWWER WAMWA AU AR MOIVAY D Vi AT LIUUY,

" The Pacific’s officers and crow numbered 141, all told,

:Their pames are as follow ;—

Asa Eldridge, captain BEAMBN~—continued,
Hugh Lyre, 1st mate John Molony
Charles P, Lears, 2nd ditto Charles Powell
‘John Webster, 8rd ditto George Marshall
Edgar €, Dean, 4th diito John Washington
&.-W. Terry, surgeon James Richards
-John C, Faulkner, purser Michgel M‘Guen
Wiiliam Bowles, carpenter John Kelly
Peter Liconard, boatswain - Joseph Darber

J. Wilson, boatswain’s mate . _ ORDINARY,

8. W. Fairchild, steward . Lucius Flanuecrey
Thomas M‘Guire, 20d steward | Henry Bentour

E. 1. Smoltette, saloon cook William Edgonton
Constan Chablette, 2nd cook Cornelius Kennedy, boy

Louls Ogelby, 3td cook - : - KNGINRRRS,
Charles Peckell, 4th cook Samuel Mathews

John Brown, 6th cook W, C. Russell, 1st assistant
- Jacob_Kebb, pastry cook Thomas Jeffries, 13t ditto
John Mills, 2nd cook Martin Parsons, 2ad ditto
John Osakly, ship's cook Ssmuel Havens, 2nd ditto
Ei. Fletcher, 2nd cook' | Stephen Jaffries, 3rd ditto
John Dolan, porter: - Deaxis Sherman, 3rad ditto
-Philip C. Smith, 2ad porter : OILERS.

-James Hayden, 2nd porter - John Ball

James Dolan, 9rd porter Ph. Corneliuz
- P. C. Smith, storekeeper Abm. Warm

John Brown, messman : * FIREMIN,

John Mitchell; ditto -Owen M*Dermott
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1856-1865: Opening America

o From June of 1856 until July of 1857, when Emma gave her first public trance lecture at
Troy (NY), the chronology is troubled

o She visited mediums in the company of Augustus Fenno, a fellow actor, and possibly
others

J The mediums she visited are still unclear -- Conklin, Kellogg, Hoyt, Mansfield are
all named in various biographical snippets

. 1858: “I lived in the house with two mediums”

o She claims to have experienced revulsion at hearing, in one medium’s circle, a
caustic critique of the Bible-as-literal-history (mark this!)

o She claims to be disturbed by the rapping and alphabetic communications she
experienced in these circles -- possibly, an odd claim for a former clairvoyante

subject of an occult group to make

o Clairvoyants generally claimed to have no memory of events while under-the-
influence; Emma wavered on this point

J It was at this time (late 1856, I believe) that Emma, fell in with, and under the influence of,
Elizabeth J. French, a woman who would change Emma/’s life, irrevocably
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1856-1865: Opening America

o A pioneer in both Spiritualism, and galvanic
medicine

o Early producer of spirit drawings and early
direct-voice medium

o Already, at this time, the survivor of a significant
public fraudulent-medium case

o Living, openly, with her lover (and her children
from her abandoned marriage), practicing as a
clairvoyant physician, and conducting test seances
that included direct voice and the production of
drawings -- very much ahead of the mainstream of

the movement

o Connected to, but not precisely accepted by, the
prosperous and proper NY Spiritualist community

J By 1860, of trans-Atlantic fame....thanks to
Benjamin Coleman, whom we shall meet again
shortly

o Centerpiece of Coleman’s Spiritualism in
America
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1856-1865: Opening America

o By March of 1858, EHB and EJF are, in
essence, in business together

o Emma has passed through

an editorship at the Christian
Spiritualist (organ of the SDSK)

J a (short 10-month) period as a test
medium for the Society for Diffusion of

Spiritualist Knowledge

o an attempt to found a music school,
and earn by publishing music

o a period as the chorale director for the
NY Spiritualists

o And will be on her way to becoming perhaps
the most well-known trance medium in the
US (but see Cora Hatch...)
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Happy Haldes; or, Dream on To-Night.
Buny and Chorus, by Marahail 8. Pike, E&q., suther
ot "Hume Aguin,” aud “Indian Warrior's Grave e
Arraoged for tie Fiono, 1y ‘Vhomar 3, Cuates, a
onglnuily muby by J. Murphy, of Christy's Minsuiels.
Price 3b cente. ]

The Blind Orphan Bay.

Balisd, by T, Woed  ['rice 25 cenla.

The Footsteps of Angels.

Kecit:uive mud Ajr. Words oy Praf. Longfellow.—
Munic by Kmma biardings, Price 26 eeuta,
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1856-1865: Opening America

Emma speaks of 1855-1860 in the
US as a difficult time for her and her
mother - she claims her
introduction to trance speaking was
the result of an advertisement in
which she offered her services as a
music teacher in a private home, in
desperation -- which she did

But there may have been another,
different, difficulty for her: one that
drove her to trance mediumship,

and taught her a significant lesson
about.... trace-ability

And made her, publicly, a life-long
opponent of “free love”

Cora Hatch was later to claim that
she had been rescued from her
husband, in Connecticut, by none
other than William Britten.

SPIRITUALISTS’

INIQUITIES UNMASKED,

THE HATCH DIVORCE CASE.

By
B. F. HATCI], M.D.

New-Dork:
PUBLISHED FOR THE AUTHOR,
1859,

“We have seen a medium who was employed, during the day,
in giving communications to persons from the other world,
on retiring with her widowed mother, use language and
expressions which would well befit the Five Points. We have
seen spirits giving communications through this medium to
a gentleman stating it was his departed wife, desiring that
he should marry this medium.”

John F. Whitney, one of the driving forces behind the SDSK,
writing in 1856, and quoted in B. F. Hatch’s Spiritualists’

Iniquities Unmasked (1859)

S. Young? or E. Harding?

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.
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1856-1865: Opening America

J By early 1858, she has embraced her
calling as a medium and is making a
name for herself -- in a more-or-less

friendly rivalry with Cora Hatch -- on the
Eastern seaboard between Boston and

Baltimore

o She is publishing the stories that will
become The Wildfire Club (1860),
serially, in The Spiritual Age, as
“Ezra” (probably written in 1853/4, and
offered to Dickens)

J In July of 1858, A. B. Child publishes a
biographical sketch of her in The Banner

of Light

. By the end of 1858, she is covering the

country east of the Mississippi, booked
months in advance, and getting coverage

in European spiritualist papers

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

"Miss H. lived in the house with two Spiritualists; but to
this time had never heard or known anything of
Spiritualism, and did not know what it meant. When she
learned that it implied communication with the dead she

was so horrified that she half resolved to leave the house."
“I find, upon reviewing the circumstances of my early
history, that I was a medium from a child. I was a most
incorrigible sleep-walker, and I do not question that what
were deemed the brain-sick fantasies of a delicate child,
with a very morbid, unhappy temperament, were, in
reality, spirit manifestations, and the fancied voices,
forms and imaginings, with which my childhood were

marked, were the realities, not the visions, of my
surroundings.”
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1856-1865: Opening America

o The Home for Outcast Women: a project on
which Emma worked, in Boston, New York,
Philadelphia and Portland, Maine, from late

1858 or early 1859, until at least the middle of
1862

o The premise of this philanthropy was very
much like that of Burdett-Coutts’ and Dickens’
Urania Cottage (1846-1857): a transitional
home for fallen women, at which they would

learn new economic skills and be re-introduced
into productive society

o Emma understood herself as just-barely-
escaped-being-fallen

o She circularized organizations for support,
submitted petitions to the NY state legislature,
and (in Boston at least), raised significant
amounts of money to purchase a suitable
property for the institution

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

Caroline Wells Healy Dall
(1822-1912), recording
secretary for Emma’s outcast
women mission
in Boston
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The Boston solicitation committee for the
Home for Outcast Women reads like a who’s-who
of Boston high-culture philanthropy.

Ultimately, more than $3000 was returned to Emma by her

Boston commmittee, when the plan
was ultimately folded.
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1856-1865: Opening America

o The Chicago lectures of 1860 mark the
first organized appearance of Emma’s
repertoire: the particular collection of
themes that mark her body of work

" e e
\ SIX LECTURES

o Her style as a trance lecturer is still
much the same as it was at the outset, in
1857: an inspired address (either on a
pre-arranged topic, or a topic suggested
by a committee or the audience), followed
by questions-and-answers, either pre-

II. RELIGION OF NATURE.

III. THE CREATOR AND HIS ATTRIBUTES.

e  Mesmerism, psychology, Freemasonry, 1V. SPIRIT—ITS ORIGIN AND DESTINY: "7’
astrology, comparative religion V. SIN ARD DEATH. R
VL HADES, THE LAND OF THEDEAD.
\
\“-
T, S N

TOGETHER WITH TIIE OUTLINE OF
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A PLAN FOR A HUMANE ENTERPRISE,

AND AN

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION,

By EMMA HARDINGE.

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.
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1856-1865: Opening America

e  The Chicago lectures of 1860 mark the first U\’ - Tt ST
organized appearance of Emma’s SIX LECTURES
repertoire: the particular collection of
themes that mark her body of work

ON

o Her style as a trance lecturer is still much

the same as it was at the outset, in 1857: an TI—IEOLOGY AND NATURE

inspired address (either on a pre-arranged

topic, or a topic suggested by a committee

or the audience), followed by questions-

and-answers, either pre-arranged or ,

spontaneous I. ASTRONOMICAL RELIGION.

II. RELIGION OF NATURE.
III. THE CREATOR AND HIS ATTRIBUTES.

e  Mesmerism, psychology, Freemasonry, 4¥e BERIC--205 OSIGNAND DENEIES 0T § g
astrology, comparative religion V. SIN AND DEATH. i iy,
VL HADES, THE LAND OF THE(DEAD. S
T FER
25
P
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Stil]- he d—gingO oo | TOGETHER WITIL TIIE OUTLINE OF

A PLAN FOR A HUMANE ENTERPRISE,

AND AN

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL INTRODUCTION.,

By EMMA HARDINGE.
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1856-1865: Opening America

J By 1860, Emma has been taken to
school by someone with a decent,
broad knowledge of comparative
religion, who is also familiar with
Freemasonry, and the broad currents
of what will soon become the new
science of anthropology -- possibly the
freethinker Gilbert Vale

o The Six Lectures are Art Magic, in

germinal state, mixed with Spiritualist
mainstays

o In 1860, she is focusing on three
things:

o the knowledge of God

. the immortality of the Soul

. “a Perfect Standard of Life
Practice”

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

“Whether the religions have been good or bad, is not the
question now.
The great question is, by what means has the name of religion
usurped the
sovereignty of the whole earth?”

“If ye know God, ye have your model. If ye comprehend our God,
ye at once comprehend his laws, his purposes, and
with them your duties.”
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1856-1865: Opening America

Emma’s broadening exposure in the eastern US is bringing her in contact with Spiritualist
groups with far different intellectual pedigrees than that of the NY Spiritualists (from
whom she imbibed a good deal, on the mesmerism front)

In Boston, she is involved with a group of intellectually-engaged people with deep political
commitment to social improvement, and a tradition that was European, internationalist,
and transcendentalist

In Philadelphia, St. Louis and Ohio, she is being exposed to novel medical theories
involving homeopathic models of cure, light therapy, Jewish mysticism and galvanic
medicine...and the occult teachings behind them (not to mention perpetual motion
machinery)

In the deep South, and particularly in New Orleans, she is a witness to other kinds of
spiritualism -- the African, filtered through the Caribbean and through slavery

It would be difficult to prove her range of exposure was unique at the time, but it was
certainly rarely rivaled

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved. 70




1856-1865: Opening America

o Emimma’s reputation, scope of operations and repertoire
continue to expand in 1861 and 1862

J Outcast women project taken up in NYC

o She is lecturing, in “normal” state, on political topics as
well as in trance on ancient faiths and Rosicrucianism

o She is developing a reputation, at second-hand, in
England, through the spiritualist press and the
mainstream press

EHB, circa 1863, spirit photograph

J She is becoming interested in spirit photography

o She is spending more time, after 1860, in Philadelphia than
in any other location; she buys a house in Delanco, NdJ,
names it “Rose Cross”, and installs Ann Sophia there

J Did she meet Seth Pancoast here, now?

o In April of 1863, she publicly announces her intention to go
to California

o Leaves Philadelphia in October of 1863; is lecturing at

Platt’s Hall in San Francisco by early November ASF, circa 1863, spirit photograph

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved. 71




1856-1865: Opening America

In California, Emma falls in with the
literati set around The Golden Era:
Bret Harte, Adah Isaacs Menken and
others

She travels, often unaccompanied, into
the wilder of the California and Nevada
mining towns, and is received with
enthusiasm (SL Clemens records her
reception in Nevada in a letter home to
his family)

She exhibits (among other things)
detailed familiarity with the first three
degrees of orthodox Masonry, the

history of witchcraft, and practical
magic

. She is lecturing weekly out of Platt’s
Hall and Dashaway Hall

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

Enlargement of the Gelden Era.

Tae GoLpy ErA is now enlarged by the addition
of eight columus to 1ts pages,—and presents fifty.
six columns, containing the greatest possible variety
of Valuable and Entertaining, Original and Selected
Matter, all combiniag to render THE GoLpEN ErA a
Literary and Family Journal of surpassing interest
and atiraction - a Welcome Guest in Cottage and
Cabin ; the favorite at the fireside in City and
Country ; the most useful, agreeable and altogether
desirable publication for California readers and
their kindred and friends in the Atlantic States,
Furope and elsewhere. Every Household in the
Mountains and Valleys, the Cities, Towns and Min-
ing Camps of California and throughout the Pacitic
States aud Territories, should receive and welcome
TuE GoLpEN ERA as a regular weekly visitor.

Among the Contributors to THE GorpeN ErA are
all the prominent writers of Literary Repute in Cal-
iforpia and on the Pacific Coast,also correspondents
and contributors of distinguished talent in the At-
lantic States and Europe ; mncluding ¢ Orpheus C-
Kerr,” Fitz Hugh Ludlow, ¢ Inigo,”” ¥Frank Bret
Harte, ‘¢ Mark Twain,”” Dan De Quille, Florence
Fane, Miss Emma Hardinge, Adah Isaacs Menken,

shaw. * Fairfax,” Bonneval, Mary Kyle Dallas,
Margaret Hosmer, and maony other accomplished

" | writers of Fiction, Romauces, Novels and Stories,

Poetry, Essays, Sketches, ete., etc., comprising an
array of Talent and Genius unapproached by any

. | Literary Journal in California, the Atlantic States

or Europe.

DRE!/ 4
AMS OF BEAUTY. $4 00

.| Sarab E. Carmichael, Annie E. Fitzgerald, “Occasia |
Owen,” Alice Mason, William Simpson, Charles F.
- | Stoddart, “Ina,” H. C. Williston, Richard Cran-

Born in the soul of a Dream,
Lost, like the phantom-bird under the dove,
When she flies over a stream—

Come ye through portals where ange! wings droop,
Moved by the heaven of sleep?-

Or, are ye mockeries, crazing a soul,
Doomed with its waking to weep?

I could believe ye were shadows of ecarth,
Echoes of hopes that are vain,

But for the music ye bring to my heart,
Waking its sunshine again.

And ye are flecting.  All vainly [ strive
Beauties like thine to portray ;

Forth from my pencil the bright picture starts,
And—ye have faded away.

Adah Isaacs Menken (1835-1868), written

for EHB in California in 1864 -

VlSlONS of Beanty, of Light, and of Love, $2 00

$1 00
lifornia
:ah and
Europe,
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1856-1865: Opening America

o In September of 1864, Emma is invited
to tour the state, on behalf of the
Republican Party, advocating for
Lincoln, and she accepts

. Her speech “The Coming Man,” is well
received everywhere; she delivers it
more than 100 times across the state

J In the end, she extends her stay in
California until the end of 1864, largely
in order to “deliver California for
Lincoln,” which local politicians give
her significant credit for doing

o She is, by the end of 1864, becoming
famous in US secular culture...and she
likes it.

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

Frances Fuller Victor
(1826-190R), historian,
essayist, door-to-door
saleswoman

Now, if instead of an odd fancy about Odd-Fellowship, I have
been thinking about the "Coming Man," the whole reverie

would have been less odd -- indeed would have been in some

danger of being even. I am glad Emma Hardinge regards my
venerable friend Abraham Lincoln as the Coming Man,; it

shows good taste as well as a clear insight into the National

sympathies....The next time there is a great mass meeting
where front seats are reserved for the ladies, I am going. If

Miss Hardinge stumps the state I shall offer myself as aid-de-
camp. One thing will then be certain, I shall have an

opportunity to witness the coming of a great many men to
hear her address. Long live Abraham Lincoln! As long live

Emma, Hardinge!

Frances Fuller Victor (Florence Fane), in The Golden Era for
October 2, 1864
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1856-1865: Opening America

In January of 1865, Emima, is back in New York,
and her lecture titles are decidedly more
secular -- “Politics versus Principles”, “Politics
in the Pulpit”, “The Reign of Terror”, “The Day
of Reconstruction”

Her eulogy on Lincoln is widely attended and
widely circulated

In July, she issues a “Valedictory -- Farewell to
Her American Friends” through the Banner of

Light

On August 5, 1865, Emma and Ann Sophia

depart for London on the steamer “City of
London” -- but why did she leave the US?

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

New York Herald, August 7, 1865:
“looking after a legacy”

¥Perional Intelligenes.
Secretary Harlan and family, Wasbington; Mrs. Com-
modors Levy, Jobp J. isco, Danil Drew and family,
Wwm. H. Livingston and family, sayor Guother and

family, New York; E 8 Bacdford end fnmi]ﬁ Phila-
delpbia; Wm. G Fargoand famuy, Bufiulo; Bart-
lett and famaly, Boston, are amongthe guesls of the
Uxson Hote), Saraloga.

Amoag the passengers by the steamer City of Lon.
don, which left for Europe en Satorday of Jast week,
were Miss Emms Hardinge and her mother, the
latter of whom goes to Englaad for the purpose
of looking after a Jegacy which bas been left her
bg a relative. Miss Hardinge has be#n very favor.
ably known in thia couniry spd Californla for the
past ten years, having devoted her hife and besl energies
for the beneht of differcnt benevolent and chantable en-

rises, chhef among which was the establisbmeat of
reformatories for failen women, aud latterly she haa be-
come prominent &g a8 lecturer and wrnier upon political
subjecia She travelled through Calforuia during the
last politicil campalgn, erdently espoumng (he
Union cauge, ind downg much toward (he re elecuoa of
President lancoln. Ehe also undoubdtadly set the ball
in motion on the far Paciic coast which volled up that
$100,000 for the Ramitary Commussion, and her friends
claima for her the crodit of havisg by her personal ezer-
tions added much to that useful tund. Bhe originated
the famous bag of Sour sale, which was 50 remarkably
Buccessful in aiding the slck snd wounded of the Unson
army ia the bospital and on the fie)ld She isa writer
and speaXer, who Las done and is calculated to do
%h e world, For waxy years she has
devoted to the promulgation of ° the spiritual
dootrine, in which she is undoubtedly & firm believer,
and ghe has put all her strepgth, mind apd soul into
what she bas sald snd written upon the sutyect. In fact,
ghe always does that, whateverher thame; and her theme
has genorally a wi y objecs in view, det reformatcry
qutarpnse will yet prove a succesg The large fund ramed
by her in &iferent ciliea of the Unioa by her lectures
and the gale of ber works. is ta the hands of
endoed benefice
acted that Miss
} 404 personally
salva-
| and &?.tonum
) to oountry
- - slready attained
g Uy after her ap-
jave up thad pro-

‘ ! ber employe
!. e he sdvoeatz ':f

City of London, commissioned 1863 74
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

o Emma and Ann Sophia are in England by early
September of 1865

J The “legacy which has been left [Ann] by a relative”
seems to have occupied the time of the family, now
including Margaret, until December of 1865

. Bromfields near Tiverton?

. At that time Emma is introduced to the London
Spiritualists by Benjamin Coleman, whom Emma,
met when Coleman came to the US in 1860 to
investigate spiritualism, and fell in with... Elizabeth
dJ. French

o (She is not the first US medium in England, but she
is early....)

o And she is now becoming... irregularly... Miss or
Mrs. Hardinge

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

Personal Intelligemes.
Secretary Harlan and family, Wasbington; Mrs. Com-
maodors Levy, Jobn J. Qisco, Danwkl Drew snd family,
Wm., H. Livingston and family, sayor Guother and

fanmnly, New York; E 8 Bacdford end fnmilﬁ Phila-
delpbia; Wm. G Fargoand famuy, Buffulo; Bart-
lett and family, Boston, are amongthe guesls of the
Uxnison Hote), Saraloga.

Amoag the passengers by the steamer City of Lon.
don, whkich left for Eurcpe en 8atorday of Jast week,
were Miss Emma Hardinge acd her mother, the
latter of whom goes to Engiand for the purpose
of looking after a Jegacy which tas been left her
bg a pelative. Mies Hardinge has be#n very favor.
ably known in this country snd Californla for the
past ten years, having devoledl her life and best energies
for the beneht of differcnt benevolent and chantable en-
terprises, chief amopg which was the establisbment of
reformatories for failen women, aud latterly she haa be-
come prominent & 8 lecturer and wrniler upon political
subjecta She travelled through Calforunia during the
last politicil campalgn, aerdently espousmng (ke
Union caase, ind dowg much toward the re elecuoa of
Presmident Lincoln. Ehe alx0 undoubtedly set the ball
in motion on the far Pacific coast which polled up that
$100,000 for the Samitary Commusion, and her friends
claima for her the credit of havisg by her personal ezer-
tions added much to that useful tund. Bhe originated
the famous bsg of Sour sale, which was 80 remarkably
successful in ading the sick and wonnded of the Union
army in the bospital and on the field. She isa writer
and gpeaker, wbo Las done and is calculated to do

ood in the world. For wapy years she has

devoted to the promulgation of ° the spiritaal
dootrine, in which ehe is undoubtedly & firm belever,
and ghe has put all her sirength, mind apd sowl into
what she has sald snd written upon the sulyect. In fact,
ghe always does ugh’wlmour herthame; and her theme
has generally a worthy objecs in view, Her reformatcry
enterpnse will yet prove a success The large fund raised
by her in cities of the Unioa by her lectures
and the gale of ber worka, is ta the hands of
and must eventually be used for its intended benefice
snd praiseworthy parpose, It is expected that Miss
Hardinge may soon return to Amera sod personaily
atiend to the consummation of her hie labor—the salva.
tion of at least a portion of the fallea and unfortanate
of her own sox. Mica Rardings came to thLis country

¥y attained
Ut shertly after her ap-
! ¢¢ 4t the Breadway theatre sde gave up thad pro-
' lension, BIoim s80e disagreement her employe
| and s00m Afterwards cams ous &3 the sdvocats o
| the spiritual'stio doctrie.  Yhe falles women, whom sha

| 80INe reputation Sd AR ACtTess;

4

wishes of ber frionda of e Pirst Bpmtual Bociety of
, Shos city reaet frusiion b w1l by e ip w
| SYIT W00 Moy vRderiedg > © Ve

New York Herald, August 7, 1865
Not one whiff of Spiritualism.
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

° The Winter Soiree Lectures: November 1865-
February of 1866

o “In What Particulars are the Teachings of
Christianity and the Facts Recorded in the
Gospels Elucidated and Confirmed by
Spiritualism®”

o “It has been alleged that Modern
Spiritualism is the witchcraft or
necromancy referred to in the Old and New

Testaments: will you be good enough to
define the difference between them?®”

J Attended by a who’s-who of English
Spiritualism, mesmerism and occultism at the
time

o And Emma is recognized as Miss Emma
Harding, the actress...

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

ADDRESS

BY

MISS EMMA HARDINGE.

Loxpox: Prixtep vy Tuomas Scorr, Warwick Couxr, HoLoorx.
Price Sizpence.

THE first of the private Winter Soirées proposed by Mr.
Benjamin Coleman, was held on Monday, the 6th of November
last, when a crowded audience assembled to hear an address
from Miss Hardinge, the first she has made in England.

Mr. Coleman, after explaining the objects of these social
gatherings, said that having succeeded in bringinﬁ together so
large an assemblage comprising many who have devoted their
talents to the dissemination of the great truths of Spiritualism,
he considered that he had done his share in the work by laying
the foundation of a movement which, those who are really in
earnest, will not fail to maintain. Up to that moment he had
acted on his own responsibility, but in future he would be assisted
by three other gentlemen, wflo, with him will form the com-
mittee of management.

He hoped to sce these gatherings conducted in an ecarnest
search for religious and scientific truths, and with a desire to
contribute to each other’s pleasure and wstruction—that much
as some may know of psychological and kindred subjeets, there
is yet an illimitable ficld, and he was sanguine enough to believe
that by these discussions, some points in psychology and natural
philosophy may be illumined, and that too, even in the absence
of those who consider themselves recognised authoritics on such
subjects.

Before he introduced Miss Hardinge to_the company, Mr.
Coleman remarked that she had the reputation of being one of
the most powerfully gifted speakers who have as yet up{)eared as
exponents of the Spiritual philosophy. He stated that she speaks
in ‘what may be termed a semi-trance state, and that she says she
is guided and influenced in her speaking by spirits whom she
recognises. She speaks without preparation, and would that
evening take for her discourse any subject upon which the com-
pany might decide. v '

Among the late reinforcements to the army of female speech-
makers is an Englishwoman, calling herself "Miss Emma,
Hardinge", about whom there has been some interesting

discussion in the newspapers. The World, editorially alluding

to Miss Hardinge some few days since, stated that common
rumour affirmed that she first made her appearance in public
as a ballet-dancer in a London theatre, which provoked a
sharp reply from the offended Emma, denying the assertion,
so far as it related to dancing in public, but admitting that she
"was educated as an opera-singer, and in process of training
for her professional duties became an actress at the Royal
Adelphi Theatre, London.

Liverpool Mercury. April 1, 1865
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

Benjamin Coleman is a significant figure at
the time, inside and outside of Spiritualist
circles -- notably for his attack on a
corrupt railway company in the late 1850s
and early 1860s

A merchant, financier and
controversialist, he is actively promoting
Emma, while simultaneously conducting a
pitched battle in the courts with Edwin
Askew Sothern, a US medium/museum
performer/actor who is actively
‘debunking’ Spiritualism, while involved in
a very public divorce action as a co-
respondent...and who acted with Emma in
the Broadway Theatre company in 1855/6

Emma is almost certainly feeling at-risk,
personally and professionally
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for non-

SPIRITUALISM.

PROFESSOR SOLFERINO,
CHAMPION MEDIUM & SPIRITUALIST,

Begs to return his sincere thanks to the nobility, gentry, &c.
He has constantly in stock a large assortment of

TRICK HANDCUFFS, COFFINS, ROPES, GUITARS,

MECHANICAL TABLES, &e.

His celebrated Davenport Noiseless Boots still continue to give
great satisfaction.

Proressor SoLreriNo also offers to Ladies, his celebrated Marshall

Genuflection Crinoline, especially adapted for Table Rapping, concealing
mechanism, knocking down china, &c., in the dark. (}’

with his Loaded Kid Boots, the most startling effects can be produced
on weak-minded people without fear of detection.

sed 1n connexion

Persons of the highest respectability constantly on hand, prepared to

swear and testify to anything required of them. Moderate swearing,
25, 6d. per hour. Very hard swearing, 5s. (oaths extra.)

Graveyards and Tombstones thoroughly searched and examined.
Sole Agent for Mustapha’s far-famed Phinoen Vanishing Fluid,

32s. 6d. l;))er quart bottle; Grimshawe’s Patent Eye-Corroding Powder,
e

lievers, 15s. 6d. per pound packet.
Apply at the Blue-tailed Fly, after Three.

Portion of Coleman’s expose of Sothern, in Spiritual Magazine

for February 1866

THE WINTER SOIREES.

Miss Haromvoe has delivered seven Addresses at these private gatherings,
which have been attended by the leading Spiritualists and others, who have
becn attracted to the full extent of the accommodation which the Rooms could
afford, to hear this noble and highly-gifted w Each st ive Address
has only created a higher interest in the unparalleled beauty and force of Miss
Hardinge’s cloquence. The last Address on *‘Hadés” was a masterpiece of
touching pathos and powerful illustration. '

Miss Hardinge is to speak for the first time in public on Saturday, the 13th
January, at 3 o'clock, in the Great Hall at St. James's, Regent-street, when wo
hope there will be a large attendance to welcome her.

Spiritual Magazine, January 1866
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

o While she is lecturing to the Spiritualists, she
is also, it seems to me, testing the waters for
a career as a secular lecturer on American
topics, in London

o She ran the experiment until March of 1866,
but...

o Her secular lectures were not well-received,
either in content or in form of delivery

o And she’s being confused with the

Confederate spy Belle Boyd, who’s married a
Hardinge and is living in London

o By mid-year, she’s back to Spiritualist topics,
solely...
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MISS EMMA HARDINGE, |

GREAT EXTEMPORANEOUS ORATOR,

WILL MAKE HER FIRST

PUBLIC ADDRESS

IX ENGLAND, AT THE

_ST. JAMES’'S HALL,

On SATURDAY, the 13th of JANUARY, 1866,

At Three o' Clock, pm.

Subject,
AMERICA: ITS ‘SOCIAL, RELIGIOUS, AND
POLITICAL CONDITION.

The Sccond and Third Public Addresses will be delivered at St. James's
Hall, on Saturdays, January 20th and 21th, at 3 o’ Clock, p.m.

Miss ExvA HARDINGE.—The Flaneur of the Star an-
nounces that Miss EMMA HARDINGE, “the celebrated ex-
temporancous lecturer, who has resided for the last ten
years in the United States,” is announced to deliver au
oration on America in St. Jumes's lall next Saturday
afternoon. Says the advertisement :— .

«Miss HARDINGE has been lecturing in tho United
States on the great political, social, and other questions of
tho day, and has been everywhere greeted by vast and
most onthusiastic audiences. During the campaign for the
re-election of President LixcorLy Miss HarpinGe delivered
thirty-two orations in thirty-cight days. She also spoko
the famous New York oration on Mr. LincoLN's death.
She speaks entiroly extemporancously, and is pronounced
by the American press to be ** tho most wonderfully gifted
and eloquent of living orators.” Is this lady identical with
a protty actress of tho same name who played at the |
Adelphi somo dozen years ago, and was said to possess i
considerablo powers of authorship ? |

We believe that Miss I[ARDINGE is better known to the
American public as an itinerant spiritualist lecturer than
as an imitator of Miss ANNA DICKENSON.

“The Flaneur” is Edmund Yates -~




1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

o After June of 1866, Emma, disappears, for
the most part, from the US and UK press

J Emma leaves the UK (alone?) in October of

1866, returns to the US, and is lecturing in
the US through March of 1867, based in NY

o She is talking up “a history of Spiritualism
in America, which will be published in two

volumes” -- this information is picked up by
US papers from NY to Galveston to Salt Lake

City

o Some time in April of 1867, she returns to

England, and for the next two years, lives a
largely private life, working on what will

become Modern American Spiritualism

o She does appear in reminiscences of this

period, often as a presiding or attending
medium in private Spiritualist circles, in the

UK
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The séance commenced by the reading of a chapter from
the New Testament by Mr. O’Sullivan, after which Mus.
Emma Hardinge rose and offered up a beautiful prayer.
Loud rz-lps followed, and the table moved towards Mrs.
Everitt. We then sang, “I will arise.” The paper tube
was taken up by the spirits and several of the sitters touched
with it; it was then placed in my hands. A spirit voice
said, “ Good evening, Mr. Shorter!—good evening, dear
FEmma Hardinge! I know you and our medium are harmo-
nious spirits; I am so pleased you are here.”

Question—*“Could you tell us your wife’s name?”

Answer—“Yes. Her name is Mercia, or Mercy. She
left your world before she had any life in it. She left it at
the age of six months, and is a pure spirit.”

Mrs. Hardinge here related a curious vision that appeared
to her a few weeks previous, of an immense ship arriving in
this country from America, bringing a number of American
spirits.

The tube was then taken from me and placed in the hands
of Mrs. Bveritt and Mrs. Cooper. The spirit “ John Watt”
then addressing Mrs. Cooper, said, “I like to be near you;
there is sympathy and affinity between us. You are some-
thing like my wifc;—and there is my dear old mother”
(addressing Mrs. Floyd).

Question—¢ May she sit nearer the medium, as she is
rather deaf and cannot hear you?”

Answer—“No ; I will speak louder presently: she looks
so comfortable where she is.”

Catherine Berry, My Experiences in Spiritualism (1876)

Emma Hardinge and Thomas Shorter at a seance.
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

/ ) e D’.tm‘ddied Marriage.
é{f‘/& //;72:" ‘/’:_‘;2'*7 \d/p,a/( / /_/“7’///( / /LY’Uﬁ }lhl Emma Hardinge, the well known
7% Yo divin 120000 L 7 | /,.,,{m:/ L ,/':/ e lesturer and autboress, was married in
. l{/‘“ b Lers Loy (: s = ‘f B A ) Grave church yesterday by the Rev.Mr.
=i -"‘,.A * ; ; 2 ALl 4 f < 7« "U‘ H
‘(./%e'/ W //14/7 “y 7 S Sorihes s A ¢ % 7 Rice, to a Mr. Britton from England. The

bride has three lectures to deliver in New
Emma and William’s Marriage Record - She is a widow, not a spinster . York city.after which she goes to Enzlaad
vlth Inr hmband.

Jersey City (NJ) Gazette, October 13, 1870

o From 1867 until the end of 1869, Ema is traveling in Spiritual circles in and around
London -- does she meet Marie, Duchesse de Pomar at this time?%

o Emma returns to the US again, in late 1869, and is lecturing continually in the East
through 1870

J The general belief has always been that she’s moving back and forth across the Atlantic to
arrange publication of Modern American Spiritualism...but she has an agent, Charles
Edwards Lester, doing that for her....

o Her dedication for the first edition is dated December 15th, 1869, from “New York City,
229 East 60th Street”

o I suspect there was a more...powerful...reason for Emma’s trips back and forth between
England and the US during this period
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

. William Godwin Britten

o Born in London to Daniel, a
goldsmith and Jane (or Elizabeth?),

who named their son after a radical
English philosopher

o Came to the US in September of
1888, as a “gentleman” in cabin

class on the steamer City of
Washington

o Became almost immediately
involved in the Hatch scandal

(rescuing Cora from BFH?)

o May have worked in logistics during
the 1860s in the US

. “William the Cipher” (Paul Johnson)

Why does Emma marry William, at age 472
And why in an Episcopal church?
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

o Modern American Spiritualism was self-
published, with high production values in the
first edition, and went through between 6 and

12 printings between 1870 and 1872 -- perhaps
10,000 to 15,000 copies, in various states, with
and without plates

. Distribution of the first edition in the US was

through the Banner of Light, and her printer in
NY, the American News Company

o In style, it was Emma through and through:
“scissors and mucilage”

o Far and away, the most referenced of her work,
and still treated as (accurate) history by many
modern scholars
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“Oress” by Henry Bielfeld (1802-1892),

WORKS BY EMMA HARDINGE.

. MODERN AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM: a Twenty Years”
Record of the Communion between Earth and the World of Spirits,
In one volume, large octavo, of 600 pages, on fine toned paper.
Bound in handsome cloth, bevelled edges. Superbly and profusely
illustrated with fine portraits on steel,” wood engravings, litho--
graphs, &c. Price 163, i .

Another edition on common paper and without steel portraits,
with Human Nature for 1871. "Both for 15s.

Another edition in 15 Numbers, price 10d. éach, On common
paper, but with all the plates and iiltlstratiops.
Various editions/states of MAS, offered in the UK in 1871
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

“Were we permitted to consider the volume before us as the veritable work of Mrs. Emma,
Hardinge, we should say that she was a lady of imperfect education, some cleverness, and a
fine capacity for self-delusion....If we understand her, she professes that its pages have
been inspired by [her] invisible guides. This being the case, we cannot but regret their
deficiency in literary skill, and especially the art of coordination.”

The New York Times, January 24, 1870

“But if she is to be commended for the candour with which she admits the errors of indiscreet
believers in Spiritualism and the warmth with which she denounces the impostures of
knavish imitators of true mediums, Miss Hardinge is no less praiseworthy for the zeal

with which she combats the infamous doctrine and abominable assertions of those
blind leaders of the blind who delight in declaring that the blessed spirits, with all
their elevations of tables and knocking at wainscots, never accomplish anything for the
material advantage or any obvious good of humanity...”

The (London) Athenaeum, August 13, 1870

“It is a work which on many accounts we cannot recommend to the general reader....partly,
no doubt, on account of the author’s style, which is but moderately attractive, partly on
account of the lumbering and pretentious language in which it seems natural for
spiritualistic writers to veil their conceptions, partly, again, from the great sameness
which pervades the multitudinous manifestations which are recorded, and, once more,
from the alternating monstrosity and childishness which characterizes these

manifestations.”
The Month, October 1871

(ouch....)

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

On October 31, 1870, Emma, gives a “farewell

address” to the NY spiritualist community at
Apollo Hall in NYC

On 2 November 1870, EHB and WGB sail for
England on the Abyssinia

In the 1871 UK census, the extended menage
is living in Kensington

o Ann is the proper age -- as is Gilbert
Wilkinson, Margaret’s husband -- but

everyone else is telling fibs

o Ann and William are “annuitants”,
Emma is an “actress” (I!1)
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

o From April through July of 1871, Emma is
lecturing in the UK, on spiritualist topics

o On April 30, 1871, at Cleveland Hall, she

delivers “The Creed of the Spirits, and the
Influence of the Religion of Spiritualism”,
which promulgates two of the founding dicta
of organized Spiritualism: 10 Spiritual
Commandments & 10 “Laws of Right”

o In July, Gerald Massey, JM Peebles and
others bid farewell to Emma at St. George’s
Hall, giving her some 300 pounds

o Her final lecture in the UK is in Liverpool, on
ancient magic and witchecraft, on August 9,
1871

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

Ten Laws of Right

Temperance
dJustice
Gentleness
Truth
Charity
Alms-Giving
Self-Sacrifice
Temperate Defense
Industry
Love

————y -

LIVERI’OOL PSYCHOLOGICAL

SOCIETY.
FAREWELL ORATION
MRS, EMMA HARDINC
IN HOPE HALL, THIS DAY (FRIDA

m Y), MAY 13,
AT EIGHT P. M.

Mrs. HARDINGE will speak upon subjeots pelocted by dhe
audience (ot to exceed six) relating to Motaphysics, Pagcho-
logy, or Spiritealism. Subjeots to be written and handed to
tho chairman on his taking the chair. At tho close of the
addressoca, rational questions will bo answered

Recerved Beats, 1, ; Back Boats, 6d. Tickets at Moasrs, E.
Hime and Bon'’s, Church-street. 1linyla
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1865-1872: Transatlantic Notoriety

J Late 1871 to May of 1872 is a mystery
period; William may be in school in Ohio
with J. B. Campbell, but ASF is with them
for at least part of this time

o Lecturing in Boston in May of 1872,
public & Spiritualist; by early November
of 1872, Emma is back in NY, lecturing
before the NY Spiritualists at Apollo Hall,
but she won'’t stay long

o In late November, she’s in Boston, and
lectures through January of 1873, then

she’s in Philadelphia where she lectures
on physiology

o In April 1873, she delivers “Is
Spiritualism A Failure?” at the Music Hall

in Boston: implies she is leaving the
movement

o Later in the year, an interesting set of
advertisements begin to run in the Boston
area papers
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. Brookline street, second door from Tremont.

(rven.

THE GREAT new EuroPoa.n system of
. MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. Drs. Wm. & Emma
Hardinge Britten, beg to sunounca that they havenow {
increased facilitics for extending their eminently suc-
cesegful pracrice, and will ba enabled to treat many
patients-whom they have hitherto been obliged to de-
cline, Cure or benefit guarantecd for every form of
disease, however hopeless, The most obscure coudi-
tions of tha human rystem detoctad by the wonderful
and iufallible electrfeal crunial diagnosis; 153 West

-rw s oA Y ETOITON AMTTY MINTIAATVIANTMYING

The old allies, practicing “electrical cranial diagnosis”

A NEW PATH

ELECTRICAL THERAPEUTICS:

AN ACCOUNT OF
PROF. ELIZABETH J. FRENCH'S GREAT DISCOVERY
OoF

ELECTRICAL CRANIAL DIAGNOSIS,

AND THE SCIENTIFIC APPLICATION OF

TEN DIFFERENT CURRENTS OF ELECTRICITY

TO THE CURE OF DISEASE.

A COMPLETE WANUAL OF ANATOMY AND PHYSIOLOGY.

AN HISTORICAL ACCOUNT OF THE DISCOVERIES IN MAGNETISM
AND ELECTRICITY, THE PROGRESS OF MEDICAL SCIENCE,
AND BRIEF SKETCHES OF THE LIVES OF EMINENT
PRACTITIONERS, FROM THE EARLIEST AGES
TO THE PRESENT CENTURY;

ALSO

A THOROUGH SYSTEM OF HYGIENE;
TO WHICH ARE ADDED PLAIN DIRECTIONS FOR THE TREATMENT
OF DISEASE BY PROF. FRENCH'S SYSTEM OF
ELECTRICAL APPLICATIONS.

BY
ELIZABETH ]J. /FRENCH.

“ Witness that she who did these things was born to do them; claims her
license in her work.”
FOURTH EDITION.

PHILADELPHIA
J. B.LIPPINCOTT & CO.
1877.
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1872-1875: The Electric Physician

o In July of 1872, Emma, begins publishing The
Western Star

o It will run for only six months, its funders hit
hard by the Boston Fire of November 1872

o Today, it is chiefly noteworthy for two things:

. Fragmentary publication of the promised
second volume of Modern American
Spiritualism

o The first publication of sections of the first

volume of Ghost Land, as (at that time) by
“Austria”

o All pseudonymous, with evidence of collaborators
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g Vol. I. SEPTEMBER, 1872. yo 81%
¥ -

¢

HFESTERN STAR

.y} ﬁagaztm

'
DEVOTED -‘TO A RECORD OF THE 'FACTS, PHILOSOPHY, AND '
HISTORY OF THE COMMUNION ﬁETWEEN

SPIRITS AND MORTALS. ‘

. - SN

PUBLISHED ON THE FIR$T OF EVERY MONTH.": PN
2 o L

B

" CONTENTS. ¢
I THE SPIRITUAL TELEGRAPH: ITS OPERATQRSVAND ADVENT-
IBTE o ooiionin ievesaeeieneaveake 6 & 6 6 v o e 3 D
II. SECOND’ VOLUME" OF “ MODER_N AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM” . .'179
II. ETERNAL LIFE IN MORTAL DEATH (Poetrvl . .. . . . . . . . 201

“GHOST LAND;” OR, RESEARCHES INTO THE MYS-
- TERIES OF SPIRITUAL' EXISTENCE.

BY AUSTRIA.
2
NO. IL'

“To be, or not to be; that is the question.”
" HAMLET.

Ir is a phenomenon worthy of remark, that as the cir
cle of our earthly existence tends.towards the closing
lines which unite the last days of old age with the first
of extreme youth, the memory of our earliest experiences
assumes & distinctness'scarcely less vivid than the events
of yesterday. The crowded page, overwritten by the
hand of our,manhood’s. prime, fades into & confused mass
of ideality, from which nothing less than a strong cord
of association can recall well-defined images ; but the first
and last become concrete and inséparable mefnories, and
the events of our second. childhood seem to’take their
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1872-1875: The Electric Physician

The first serial publication of Ghost Land (Volume 1) differs from the book-length
publication of 1876

J Characters’ names change (slightly)

. The text is otherwise modified

“Sirius” -- who will one day be conflated with the author of Ghost Land and Art Magic -- is
a separate pseudonymous contributor at this time

We will return to this issue -- Art Magic, Ghost Land, and the author(s) thereof -- in the
next section
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1872-1875: The Electric Physician

J From January of 1873 until mid-1875, Emma and
William are, as far as can be determined, plying their
new trade as electric physicians

o She is still lecturing (with J. M. Peebles, among others)
on spiritualist and medical topics, during this period

o She bids a formal farewell to Spiritualism in Boston, in
April of 1873 in an anti-reincarnationist, anti-free-love,
anti-Woodhull lecture -- but doesn’t leave the rostrum
entirely

fMevuesl  Notises.
TI[H WONDLER:TL

Llectrical Cranial Diagnosis, s

Orthe piethinl of detertiug diease with infallible pos ision

ub the { mnium thronch Elecich ty, pronvonoed 10 be toe

greaient sLentfic discovery of the ace. -

Mr. WM. BRITTENV aad Mrs EMWA r " q q
iuunl\urnnlﬂ:v. N r L R T A I & }I E P\ 1 S ]
Fleetrie Pbysscians, 155 Weit Brooklune strost.
T o2 4

Ijn \F{L’@ :ﬁ;;mg:nd Sungeon. Corner Berkeley and Appleton streets.
Neo. reem street, aten, —_—

°&Tx“:nm%:.mtm'f;':m:::°'§&m SUNDAY EVENING, Dec, 7, at 74 o'clock,

of K
o604 e boed 107g alarunely prev . 3
Daton a1 Betant £ dinearerarry oF ept o B D

AT L v Mrs. Dr. Emma Hardinge-Britten,

Whe use of sumulsting dras  Dr, Wales s remelies

fur theve diseases are the incas curakives ever offered to the vy AT Al .
e WITH LECTURE ON

Cen T e e hos S e, B, 1 vThe Physiological Wounders of the Human
Wm{mmmg d&sum.l‘he.ln:t’x:s{:- Structur(‘« .
'['HE GREAT Nustrated with a superb MANIKIN and MODELS,

FRENCH ELECTRICAL CURE. Tickets, 25 cents—at Ditson & Co.'s, and the door,

Every form of disease, howerer hopeless or acute, treated

with anpanali-led taceesa by M. WML BRITTES kad Mrs. .

Rﬂ&’g}:ﬁ;ﬁ; 1ss Boston Daily Globe, December 6, 1873

reoctv t* jan2

Boston Journal, January 6, 1874
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LECTURES,

~—DR. LORD'S LBCTURES.—The eleventh lecture
of Dr, Lord’s excellent historical course will be de-
livered at Horticultural Hall at noon to.morrow,
on “Lord Bacon and the Inductive Philosophy,”
The lecture on Friday, on ‘Queen Elizabeth,” was
the theme of general admiration, and that to-mor-
row we can promise will be equally entertaining
and instructive, and full of suggestions for the
student of English literature and philosophical
readers generally.

—~THE PHYSIQLOG ¥ COMMON Lire.—Mrs,
!ardlnsz deliver a course of
m ical le ,osmnponun Hall, Broad

Al Arch streets, commencing to-movrow after-
noon. Suabject—"Man, the Microcosm. '

Philadelphia Inquirer, February 10, 1873

“Man the Microcosm?”... occult, or
homeopathic?

ADBOUT TOWN.

The Rev. Dr. Bliss, president of 1be Protestant
college at Beirot, with bis wile, s {0 this city,

The Bey, Fraok H. Morris Is to deifver theler-
ture o the Temperance Album course wext Suu-
day pight.

Subsacriptiona for the erection of a new bwildiog
for the Harvard Meilical School already amouns o
$75,000,

Ihe asnual meeting of the Massachusetts Char-
itable Eye snd Ear Iufirmary witl be held as 60
Siate street, at eloven o’clock today,

Alr, 1. W. Derby bas been appoivted deputy col-
lector of taxea for ( harjestown, and baa opened au
office in the old city hall batlding.

Mn-m-tmml Hardivge -Brittzn 1ves a fcew locture
on “Medical Elcctricity,™ {n the Parker Mamorial
Hall tonight.

The caspberry bushes 1o the garden of Mr, Mar.
tin Fay, WasbivgloD park, have borne a second
enp.

Boston Daily Advertiser, October 29, 1874
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1872-1875: The Electric Physician

Her galvanic medical practice was closely associated
with (a) Spirit Vitapathy, as practiced by John Bunyan
Campbell and (b) cranial diagnosis via electricity, as
practiced by Elizabeth J. French

. The “French System”

AL

System of Health and Life, for Body and Soul,
WITH ALL-HEALING

SPIRIT POWER,

As employed by Jesus, the Christ, his Apostles, and others,
That cures and saves all who receive it.

System formulated, established, and taught by

REV. JoHN BunYAN CAMPBELL, M. D, V. D,
FOUN R OF
THE VITAPATHIC SYSTEM OF PRACTICE,
PRESIDENT AND FOUNDER OF
Tae AMErRICAN FreEe CHurcH AND Heavte CoLLEGE,

FAIRMOUNT, CINCINNATI, OHIO.

All Discoveries and Processes, Teachings and Practice
Protected by United States Right and by State Charter,
and by the Highest Divine Right.

,

JC Bunyan’s central work

Agenis for Spiritual Scicn russ.

THE ELECTRIC PUYSICLAN.

OR SELF CURE BY ELECTRICITY.

NEW WORK BY
EMMA HARDINGE l!RlT‘I"F..\'.

A Plain Guitde ta the use of the Elecito-
Magmetic Battery, with full directions we
the treatment of every form of discase on
the highly successful

French and Vienness Systems of '

Medienl Electricity.

This excellent litdle work enaliles all to

eure themselves without the aid of :f.mgs

or doctars, and is the only sefe. reliable,

2nd complete guide to the pracuce of Med:

v ical Electricity ever gives lo the public,
Published and Soid by
Dr. WWilllam Britten,
155 West Brookline St., Bostan, Muss.
Price 50 cents. Dy mail 55 cents.

gy =
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™»
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-

Advertisement in March of 1875

in The Spiritual Scientist

JWY I

the SICK.—Mrs. . J. FRENCH, Clair.
“voyant Physicien, No 750 Bresdeny. Diamsieof Dicoasn
Iavalide’ Louss from 9

u1d Cores male celly. Physiciens’

I, l04p m. loctro-Vapor Baths sdmisistered.
G T— S

——

EdJ French, advertising similar treatment

in New York, in 1856
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CRANIAL DIAGNOSIS. 131

This is a long chapter, but the subject it treats of is
so transcendentally important, and so interesting in itself,
that I feel sure my readers will thank me for having brought
so much of Mrs. French’s book to their notice, as of course
she is the best exponent of her wonderful discovery, and
of her system of treatment by this most powerful element.
I will only add that her method is secured to her by
patent ; but, as it will have been observed by the extract
given at page 121, she is not the only practitioner; and
before concluding this chapter I feel bound to state I am
informed of the very successful practice of her pupils,
Dr. and Mrs. Hardinge Britten (of 206, West Thirty-eighth
Street, New York), who also examine their patients by
this INFALLIBLE Method of ELECTRICAL DIAGNOSIS;
and that Dr. Britten has greatly perfected an Electro-
Magnetic Machine which he calls the “ HOME BATTERY,”
from the facility it affords for home use, and the ease and
smoothness with which it runs by itself, without causing
any sudden shocks to the patient, but procuring for him a
soothing, delightful, and invigorating influence.

Marie, Countess of Caithness,
Old Truths In A New Light (1876)

Tlustration from a JC Bunyan Patent
(606887)
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1872-1875: The Electric Physician

o The publication of The Electric

Physician, or Self-Cure Through T
Electricity (1875) is coincident with ELECTRIC PHYSICIAN:
Emma’s return, in a very public way, to , 03 ,
P . . . ~ an o
the pages of Spiritualist periodicals ??g]ﬂ thg fhyongh ﬁélm%‘mf&
A PXwin Ggid% to the Usfg ofhE]tta[t':tri%ity, :vith
. . ccurate Directions for the Treatmen
o “Self-cure” -- is she scorching the and 06‘?;3’-03&";,1’3‘?‘2’032““““’ :
galvanic-medicine earth with the 3
book? EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN,
ELECTRIC PHYSICIAN,
TEACHER OF THE FRENCH AND VIENNESE SYS-
° Beglnnlng in September of 1875, TEMS OF MEDICAL ELECTRICITY, LECTURER
. . . . ON ANATOMY, PHYSIOLOGY, AND PSY-
Emma and William are advertising COLOGY, AND AUTHOR OF VARIOUS
. . .. . . WORKS ON PATHOLOGY, THE
their galvanic medicine practice in NY VITAL FORCES, &C., &C.

PUBLISHED BY DR. WILLTAM BRITTEN,

AT 155 WEST BROOKLINE STREET, BOSTON, M ASS.
B =

J They have moved... why?
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1872-1875: The Electric Physician

J By the fall of 1875, Emma has become

connected (or re-connected) with Henry
Steel Olcott

o On September 7, 1875, an inventor and
self-taught mathematician named
George Henry Felt delivers a lecture on
the Greek canon of proportion, in
Blavatsky’s rooms, before Emma,
William, HSO, HPB and others...

o In the winter of 1875, she is arranging
rooms for Helena Blavatsky in New York
City, while loaning Olcott her skrying
crystal

o And Emma’s world is changed,
irremediably, once again.

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

In 2011, a team of researchers from different disciplines
have traced what remains of George Henry Felt’s

The Egyptian Kaballah up through the later 1940s.

This is a copy of one of the plates from Felt’s work, made
by Claude Bragdon and/or Viola de Gruchy from Felt’s

materials, and currently in the Bragdon collection
at the University of Rochester.

Felt claimed that, on the basis of his research and findings, he
was able, at will, to conjure elementary spirits.
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1875-1877: Emma, Hardinge Britten, Occultist

. October 1875

G. W, CARLETON & Co,, PullisLera, New York,
D ChS End B UBECEs OF BCORIN Eo L
New York Herald Tribune ART MAGIC; Or, MUNDANE, SUPER-MUNDANE, AND
October &, 1875 HUBMUNMNDANE 6PIRITISM. The snhscription list 1o this
Page 8 maulficent work {s atall open, anvd a faw more pamces can yet
bo reccivest. This wiil be thoe first, and ik is belleved only pub.
liestion in exlatenes ) gvo an autheatic and j.rne.
tical description of zic nataral magie, modem spiritism,
ditferent orders-g in the nniverse relaled toor in
commupication with nian, together witly direcyons for in.
vokiog, controliing, and duschaigiug apirits, and the tacs and
abmy 8, diDeers aied pusstalitics of nazcal art. Circulars of
iLia rare ook, with the conlitions of publicadon, &o., will Lo

scut un application to the Sceretary,
Mra. BRITTI'N,

208 Weat TLrty elzbil st,, New Yeork.

A SEAMASER FTATEY AN

ANNOUNCEMENTS OF FORTHCOMING PUBLICATIONS.

RESOLVED, That this Convention recognize the PUBLISHERS' WERKLY as the established organ of the
entire trade, and recommend it to publishers as the medium through which they should make their * first
announcement™ of books they propose to publish, and the full title of all books immediately on publica-
tion.—AMERICAN BoOK TRADE ASSOCIATION.

J. W. BOUTON, New-York, | Amateur Trapper lmi Trap-Maker's Guide. Dy Stan- . ,
Monumental Christianity ; or, The Art and Symbol- ley Harding. g.arge 6%, Bds., 7503 pap., soc. (Oct) Publishers’ Weekly

is;n:f bhe Pcn'aml::li]\_'e Eh_u;r u&»\l\;'itne.»cn al;nl 'g::chcl;a PORTER & COATES, Phila, October 9, 1875
ol the ne tholic an an ractice. v ohn - .
Lundy, Preshyter.  With over 200 illustrations thfoughout | The American Centenary. By Benwn J. Lossing. p. 558
the text, and several large folding plates. 1 vol, Dem With nearly one hundred engravings on steel.
‘. PP {m. $£7.50; hif. mor., $10; full mor. or tree c:l?: Losing Game. By Mrs. Bloomfield H. Moore. (Inter-
s:; (Nov. 1.; national Secries of Novels.)
EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN, 208 West 38th street, A.D. F. RANDOLPH & 00, New-York.
New-York, Lessons at the Cross.
** Art Magicj or, Mundane, Super-Mundane, and Sub- | The Puritans and Queen Elizabeth ; or, The
iriti H Church, Court, and Parliament of England, from the
Mundane Spiritism. $5. (500 copies.) Reign of Edward the Sixth 1o the Dr::& of the Queea.
Samue opkins, ith an introductory Note
7. H. COATES & 00,, Philadelphia. Mark Hopkins, D.D. Y

The First Volume of the English translation of
** L'Histoire de la Guerre Civile en Amerique,” By M. A, WILLIAMS & 0., Boston,
le Comte de Paris.  8°. With maps and battle-plans., .. . _ma s -
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1875-1877: Emma, Hardinge Britten, Occultist

Our enemies profit to this day by our mistakes...
The cycle of “Adepts,” used as sledge-hammers
to break the theosophical heads with, began twelve
years ago with Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten’s “Louis” of
Art Magic and Ghost-Land [sic], and now ends with
the “Adept” and “Author” of The Light of Egypt....

HPB, The Key to Theosophy (1889)

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved. o




1875-1877: Emma, Hardinge Britten, Occultist

o That there was a rivalry between HPB and
EHB is certain -- from EHB’s perspective at
least

o I believe Art Magic was a product of that
rivalry

J It is a curious fact that HPB was singularly
gentle, kind and complementary toward
EHB, at least in public and in print,
throughout her life

. And it is a curious fact that EHB waited
until HPB was dead to savage her

o Neither Judge nor Olcott had much respect
for Emma, in spite of Serapis’ plea to
Olcott....

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

Serapis to HSO, Fall of 1875

g
i %7/;/&
y #7

%//M%M

I pray thee, Brother mine, to take necessary steps to
adjourn the meeting untill (sic) Saturday which will be.
Sister (that is, HPB) has a labour to perform. Be friendly
to the English seer Emma, for she is a noble woman and
her soul hath many gems hidden within it. Begin not
without our Sister. Unto the regions of Light I send for thee

my prayer.
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1875-1877: Emma, Hardinge Britten, Occultist

Art Magic (1876)

Extremely odd circumstances of
publication, even given the subject matter
and historical period

The first textbook of the (first)
Theosophical Society?

A race against HPB?

The second work (in terms of publication
history) by the author of Ghost Land?

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

An European gentleman, now sojourning in the United States of America
for a brief season, gives notice to all thinkers interested in spiritual existence,
or occult science, that having spent 40 years in the practical and theoretical
study of art magic, partly acquired in the East and West Indies, Egypt and
Arabia, and partly studied out from rare and almost unattainable works in
France, Germany, Bohemia, the British dominions, &c., he is now prepared to
share the fruit of his labours and researches with a few interested and worthy
students, and for this purpose he will publish a work under conditions which he
cannot change or transgress; these are :—

*1st.—The work in question cannot become a marketable commodity, but
may be exchanged for a ratio of the cost of publication.

*2nd.—The work may be published for limited distribution in any country
where a sufficient numﬁcr of students are found to ensure the cost of
publication.

*3rd.—The requisite number of subscribers being obtained, a protective
copyright is to prevent any further publication.

*4th.—The work is not to be published or sold by any professional firm,
nor submitted for review to professional critics,

‘5th.—~After the requisite number of copies are drawn off to defray the
expenlse 'of publication, the types, plates, vignettes, &c., are to be cancelled
utterly.’

Thesye are the five conditions under which the publisher feels compelled
to issue his work, and without the limitations of which it will never sce the
light. To these he adds the following stipulations of his own:—

He will give no name, token of identity, nor personal response of any kind
to enquirers.

He will publish only through a friend. The friend selected has accepted the
office of medium for the work, and is Emma Hardinge-Britten.

All subseriptions are to be paid for only according to the custom of the country,
C. 0. D., but the promises oF the subscribers are to be sent, with name and
address, during the next three months, to the author's secretary, pro tem., Emma
Hardinge Britten, 206, West 38th Street, New York.

The work will be entitled Art Magic; or Mundane, Sub-Mundane, and
Super- Mundane Spiritism.

This will be the first, and it is believed only publication in existence which
will give an authentic and practical description of art magic, natural magic,
Modern Spiritualism, the different orders of spirits in the Universe known to be
related to, or in communication with man ; together with directions for invokin
controlling, and discharging spirits, and the uses and abuses, dangers an
possibilities of magical art.

Signed for the author and publisher,

Euua Harpixee-BriTrer, Secretary, pro tem.

“By magnetism the imponderable, all-pervading
life element termed Astral fluid is communicated

from one body to another. By psychology the power
of one mind subjugates and controls that of

another, and it is in these two spheres of operation
that all the marvels of magic transpire.”
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1875-1877: Emma, Hardinge Britten, Occultist

. Art Magic (1876) -- a melange of disguised

material from other sources A ' f M A( } I G
I :\ | 9

o Knit together with an overriding metaphor:
magnetism and psychology are the twin pillars
of the temple of Spiritism -- the (Masonic)
temple of Spiritism

. The book bears some structural resemblance ' S P I R I T I S M .
to Melville’s Moby-Dick (1851) -- it begins as ' '
one book (anthropology and history of
religions), but ends as quite a different book A TREATISE
(practical occultism)

OR,

MUNDANE, SUB-MUNDANE AND SUPER-MUNDANE

IN THREE PARTS AND TWENTY-THREE SECTIONS:

DESCRIPTIVE OF ART MAGIC, SPIRITISM, THE DIFFERENT ORDERS OF SPIRITS IN

° Nevertheless, the bOOk iS a be]_]_wether 1n the THE UNIVERSE KNOWN TO BE RELATED TO, OR IN COMMUNICATION WITH
. . MAN ; TOGETHER WITH DIRECTIONS FOR INVOKING, CONTROLLING,
renaissance of western OCCUltlsm, and AND DISCHARGING SPIRITS, AND THE USES AND ABUSES, DAN-
widely....mined...by succeeding generations of e RIS L

occultists, including the HBofL

PUBLISHED BY THRE AUTHOR,

At NEw YORE, AMERICA.

1876.
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1875-1877: Emma Hardinge Britten, Occultist,

Art Magic is in the hands of its US

subscribers in January (%) of 1876, and its
European subscribers in April, after which
Emma and William return to Boston (and
begin advertising their galvanic medical
practice again)

And Ghost Land (the first of two promised

volumes) arrives, hot on its heels, in
November of 1876

GL is now more than just a collection of
provocative stories about various occult
practices -- it represents the bona fides of
the author of Art Magic.

o Louis de B , the protagonist of
Ghost Land, is the author of Art Magic

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.
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Fig. 226,

Jennings, 1871

The Jennings Rose Cross and the Mark
Mason Cipher on the cover of the first edition
of Ghost Land
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1875-1877: Emma, Hardinge Britten, Occultist

° Who was Louis De B Ve

° Who wrote Ghost Land?

o Marie, Countess of Caithness is on her honeymoon with

her second husband, Earl Caithness, his daughter, and
her son, the Duc de Medina Pomar, in the US, from

October 1872 until April of 1873

° MCC meets with both Elizabeth J. French and Emma

during this visit, and Emma’s acquaintance with her
may date back to the late 1860s in London...

o If Elnma had a collaborator, was it the young Duc?

o And was the young Duc just a cut-out for Caithness
herself?

“I knew it only represented our poor sufferer as he then was, not as

he generally appears, still he entreated me to send it as it was for his
Madonna (emphasis original) -- as he calls you -- because he had

made such a great exertion to have it taken, and only for you.”

EHB to MCC, discussing a drawing of Louis e B , as transcribed in
HSO’s Old Diary Leaves.

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

I

!—" TR

G

DUPLICATE OF THE PRETENDED PORTRAIT OF “‘CHEVALIER LOUIS,
EEEEEEEEEEE Y PRODUCED.

HPB’s drawing of Louis De B

The Duc de Medina Pomar, novelist,
son of Marie, Countess of Caithness
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1875-1877: Emma, Hardinge Britten, Occultist

J In January of 1877, Emma begins a series of
lectures based on Art Magic, in Boston; they
run from January through March and are well-

attended and spirited. Emma does not always
defend the positions taken by the author of Art

Magic

o In May, the Theosophical Society buries Baron

de Palm, and Emma participates (and Olcott is
disgusted with her, I think)

o In September, Emma, and William are in
Cleveland, and then Salt Lake City, “on her way

to California”

o They take ship for Sydney, Australia on the

steamer City of Sydney in late January 1878,
and arrive there on February 15..... to almost

instant controversy.
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Boston Daily Advertiser, January 15, 1877

READINGS ON SPIRITLAL SCIE\WE

A series of Sepday evenlug readings and discns-
fonr o0 ““uriteal Scence™ was opened in the
Aew Era hall, 174 Tremout street, Jast evening, con-
dwited by Mp» Ih.rdlnge m The

, Teadange are to be, actording to the announce-
i ooemt, froes 8 ‘rare snd celehrated work recently
pmbliatie] and now travalated fnte Rossian, tier.
man apd Hindostanee, entitleds*Art Magic™ As
title indicates, the-book deals with the philoso-

Wl Syeritualisw guing down to the toundation

I phee and showing the relation of anclent-
10 modern dpirttcalisn. ‘The particatar

of 13 évening was the “Rosicrucian theory

the swdar | uiverse,” the mnbetance of which, ns
far a» the meansug ould be gieaned from the
romewhat vague and mythical exprewions ta

whick it wad =t forth, splrit
antedater matter the soul sntedates the body
After reading from the book, M. made &
+hort address and gave the subject o tir eineeting

for discusion. tspeakers were not wanting, bug
the discussion rather wandered from tbe special
topic, as perbazn was natural, con-idering {ta deep
and trinecendental pature . Judge Ladd, Mr.
(.m?c, Mr W eatherbee and other spiritaalista,
incinding a-fady, partcipated, and moet of the
subyects wbich eu the miods of modern
thtnkers were toud mpon Evolution, Iarwin.
_f+m the pature and Pelations of matter and forvey,
and even influonces,” were wade to have
*ome ng on the subject. Ove gentleman~
Mr hs:q-khlnd the hardihood to suggosd that
itw be more protitable for the meectiog $6 dis-
cusa the questwns what made men mo bad, and
nre very satisfactory.”

EMMA HARDINGE-DRITTEN IN CALIFORNIA.

Mrs. Emma Hardlnge-Dritten gave o splendid address ton crowded
nudience last oveping at Pacifix Hall on * The Spiritual Origin and
Destiny of the Human Raco.” Cuncerning the valus of ber theories we
must Jesave the Darwiniang and their opponeats to bo the judges, but
thare esn be no question sa to the brilliancy of her orstory, the magnetie
effest sbo produces upon her listenere, and the yast pange of information
she brings to bear upon every subject she touches, Emma Hardinge-
Dritten is truly s phenomenon, of whom her spiritualistio allies m:‘{ be
justly proud. " Hor Bunday sorviecs are wall conducted and erowded by

'| & respectable and intelligeat class of listeners,—Ses Frauncisco CAronicle,

Tho uristoorntio wing of the San Francisco Spirituslists are evidontly
jubilaut over tho success of their free meetings st Pacific Hall. Whaether
tho large audieuces who attexd cn the misistry of their renowned
oracle, Mra, Hmrma Hardinge-Iritten, are sttrasted by her brilliant
oratory, or merely becauss they can hear flne lactares, with nothiog to
pay, remains to bo proyed, Certnin it is, that this lady’s tone of

.| generous sympathy, purs morality, and saund logie, are doing wuch to

redeem bor cause (rom the woll-deserved odium in which it was held

beforo her coming to the eity.—Daily Evening Post,

Medium & Daybreak, February 1, 1878
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1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist

o In general, Emma is doing her standard missionary
work in Australia and New Zealand

o But her work is becoming tinged with politics, and

with a strong “anti-churchianity” (as Peebles had it)
flavor

o And the Hatch scandal has followed her to Australia,
professionally and personally

. The papers -- and many of her comrades, it appears --
are unkind

o And she is followed around by debunkers, from city to
city, throughout her sojourn down under

-—— — —
LECTURES. ;
h ADAME LOTTIE WILMOT, Ton-hlll..No\v-
town, THIS (Friday) EVENING, April 5, under
the patronage and presence of the Mayor and Aldermcn.
Adission, 2 and 1s.
HEATRE ROYAL. — SUNDAY EVENING
LECTURE, * S8cience v. Spiiitism,”” by Professor
HAMILTON. Eutire fraud of Spiritism in Sydney expossd.
Complete portraits of Walker, Lady Mediuns, Madame
Von Halle, and M. Britton given ; their impostures ex-
1lained, tricks revealed upon scientific prigeiples. 1s, 6d, 3d.
EMPERANCE Hall.—Monday next, Readings from
Dickens, Mark Twain, The Wasp, &e. 2s, l?ﬁ.dlh-
T R7 P’s‘“Parliament, Pulpit, Press, and Plationn,”
Sydney Morning Herald, April 5, 1878
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Sydney Morning Herald, February 28, 1878

LECTURES.
Tnur':nquua n AL L,

PITT-STREET. .
Mrs. EMMA HARDINGE-BRITTEN ‘
will in the sbove place, on FRIDAY EVENING
next, kst March.

On this occasion, Mrs, BRITTEN will doliver bricf
INSPIRATIONAL ADDRESSES on six (6) SU TS
CHOSEN BY THE AUDIENcCE. ) SUBJECTS

The chair will bs taken at 8 0’clock.

Front seats, 25 ; second ditto, 1s. Doors open at 7.15

——

MORE BPIRITEALISTIC HUMBUG |

The apitituslista of Sydney have another star
lecturer on band. This time a lady--Mm
Hardinge- Britten, who professes, like Walker, to
give her discourses by !L- aid of wpirits, but who
puts Walker ¢ .::.i’.v!--iy in the nhade ;: and, un
ke that remarkable (ndivideal, doos not lecture
with her eyes shint. Still she clnima to be
inspired by spirits i is not unknown
to fame. Sowme of hier writings are to be seen in
the Sydusy School of Arta. She is a woman
whose classic brow has been furrowed by some
fifty or sixty winters, and she seewms good for
another half o century at least, to judge by her
present appearince, which i vwlun!knl’v‘y ke
ine and commanding. 1 should fmagine het to

be able to e ‘u'.uu- the veritable Candle
herselfl st curtain lecturing, with or without
the aid of spirita, ardent or otherwise

stands ubout 5 feet 10 in her Hessinng,
and is the reverse of slender Her mannm in
delivering her exhortations is intensely tmgie,

nd frequently bom basti She would, T should
judge, play “Lady Macheth™ in a style that
would do credit t Siddons or a Ristord, forshe
& unguestionably 4 Sne actress. 1 h\'-]nlutl to
be prosent M t f h discourses y nspir
tional L ,‘U.I'“,‘ he calls them and was 'lnlf'l_\'

artised, partly pained at the way in which ahe

played upon the feelings of the wesker portion

f her audience. [t was a death-bed scene she
o iiiaks A Ul Wall . eke « o

Brisbane Courier, March 9, 1878
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1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist

o For the majority of 1878, Emma is lecturing
either in Sydney or in Melbourne, with brief stops
in between, alternating with Thomas Walker,
another notable Spiritualist propagandist and
controversy magnet (who’s not happy she’s
there)

. She is also conducting (advertised) private
lessons in practical occultism

o And she is publishing a raft of material, including
The Faiths, Facts & Frauds of Religious History,
the third major work in her philosophical
trajectory

o But she’s tilled the ground perhaps too well by
December of 1878...nevertheless, she and William
remain in Australia until April of 1879

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

»y

I‘ATEST EUROPEAN TELEGRAMS

. | House, Melbourne. By ECHO, 6d. To be had of COLE
! | MADDOCK, REYNOLDS, READING, and SANDON. :

sanaa.

(0] A T
Pitt-strect.
Oa TUESDAY EVENING, the 24th instant,
Prior to his de(?nrtm for Melbourne,
Mr. THOMAS WALKER,
B& Special Request

bas eonsented cither to deliver (in the Tranoe State) a SUPPLE-
MENTARY LECTURE, or, at the option of the sudience, to
ANSWER ALL QUESTIONS relating to SPIRITUALISM hat

may be put by a comuittee of twelve then to be chosen.

Subject (if e lecture be required) :
BPIRITUALIST SYMPATHY WITH THE UNCONVINCED.
The Honorable J. BOWIE WILSON will preside.

Dress Circle, 3s; Stalls and Upper Circle, 25; Pit, 1s.
Doors open at 7.30. Chair taken at 8.

N.B~REUNION OF LIBERALS AND CONVERSAZIONE,
COMPLIMENTARY TO MR. WALKER,
MASONIC HALL, WEDNESDAY, 25th instant, 8 p.m.
Bee ulso “* Amusements.”
. HARDINGE-BRITTEN will be present and deliver a short

Tickets can_be obtained of Messrs. Turner and TYenderson, 16,
Hunter-st.; Nicholson and Ascherberg, 817, George-st. ; Kirby,
280, Pitt-st.; Summerfield, 283, Pitt-st.; Ward, 337, Pitt-st. ;
Skinner, 65, Market-st. ; Eames, 14, Oxford-st. ; and Thomas, 30,
Oxford-st. Single, 2 6d ; lady and gentleman's, 4s.

Sydney Morning Herald, September 23, 1878

Price One Penny.

TR ™

Latest Intereolonial Telegrams

Provineial Tele: 5.
Sece 'fHE ECHO, Afternoon Newspaper,
RUTH; or how HARDINGE

* Opened her Mouth and put her Foot in it,” at the

MYRW MTTATA  GANTANAD A FemD IV T S oyen o

Sydney Morning Herald, December 3, 1878
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1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist

. Faiths, Facts & Frauds (Melbourne, 1879) is

Art Magic’s comparative religions material,
rewritten

o And notably with source attributions,
for the first time

o It is the text EHB had republished most
during her own life, which means
something...

Granted that modern discoveries, by disinterring the tombs
of ancient faiths, entirely strip Christianity of her arrogant claim

to divine favour, through an original and special revelation; the
problematical question still remains as to whence arose the

primeval ideas upon which all theological systems are founded?
To remove the source from Judea to Egypt, and from thence

back to ancient India, or even to trace its threads of ideality to
the still more antique conceptions of the wandering Aryan, is only

to complicate the difficulty, and shift the ground plan, without
explaining the significance of the primal legend. Why, then,
do we fear to advance to the mysterious shrine wherein the
veiled "Demiurgus" sits enthroned, and boldly question its
nature, personality, and right to rule?

EHB, Faiths, Facts and Frauds
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THE

FAITHD, FACTS, avp FRAUDS

OF

RELIGIOUS HISTORY,

A TREATISE IN TEN SECTIONS.

BY
EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEI,
Anthor of —Modern American Spivitualism ; Nineteenth Century Miracles; The Wildfire
Club; The Electric Physician; Six Lectures on Theology and Spiritualism; On the

Road; Is S)irilual(':m a Savage Superstition? and Numerous Tracts and
Pamphlets on Scientific and Religious Subjects.

List oF AurtuorITIFS QUOTED IN THIS VOLUME.

‘Mons. Dupuis, Father Kircher, Mr. Bryant, Godfrey Higgins,:General

Hitekcock, J. F. Stewart, Count Volney, Rev. Robert Taylor,
Mons. Baillie, Sir Wm. Jones, Messrs. Vale, Colebrooke, Kersey
Graves, Middleton, Revs, W, Maurice and Faber, Bishops Faustus
and Fell, Ovid, Berosus, Manetho, Mrs. L. M. Child, Basnage,
Grotius, Gibbon, M. Denon, Daillee, Cassini, Colonel Wilsford,
Humboldt, and Forbes,

The sources for Faiths, Facts and Frauds (and
Art Magic, as well)
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1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist

o In April, Emmma and William arrive in Dunedin, on the
South Island of New Zealand -- which is at the time
quite cosmopolitan and free-thinking....and adversarial

o Emma is guarded, on stage, by William, during some of
her lectures on free-thought topics

. She is also involved in the lives of the communities she
visits (schools, funerals, openings)

o Dunedin --> Invercargill (June) --> Dunedin (July,
August) --> Nelson (September) --> Wellington
(October) --> Nelson (October) --> Auckland
(November): following the money

o Emma and William leave for San Francisco, from
Auckland, on December 11, 1879
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LADY LECTURER.—Mrs Hardinge Britten,
the spiritualistic lecturer made her dedut in
Dunedin at the Princess Theatre on Sunday
nixht last, selecting for her subject “foot
prints of angels."—The Theatre was crowded.
The Dunedin Times says:—Her oratory is
of a most pleasing and effective description,
and there have been few public speakers
before Dunedin audiences possessing so
polished and cultivated an elocutionary style.
She has §an earnest imanner, without being
impassioned, and a clear, strong, well-toned
voice. Shc uses her arms and outspread
hands to a considerable extent in enforcing
and bringing out the points of her subject,
and moves occasionally from one part of the
platform to another. Once during the lecture
there was a hiss, when Mrs Britten stopped
and said : * The addresses are only delivered
on condition of perfect order. This is oui
church, andjwe expect you to show the same
respect in it as in your own church.’ These
remarks were received with applause, and the
lecture proceeded without any further inter-
ruption of a like kind.”

Southland Times, April 23, 1879

—— g em =

RS, HARDINGE BRITTEN,

The Celebrated Inspirational Speaker and
Authorees, will

LECTURE AT THE ATHENZEUM HALL,
ON WEDNESDAY KVENING NEXT,
- THS 17TH INSTANT.
Doors open at 7.830. Commence at 8.

Bulject to be chosen by the audience. Provided
no acceptable subject is submitted, -
the subject will be— ,
POPULAR ASTRONOMY; OR, THR
WONDERS OF THR SIDEREAL
BEAVYENS.

Questions relative to-the subject answered at
’ close of Lecture.

Admission—Front Soats, 23; Back Feats, Is.

Tickets to be had at Mr. Bonnington’s
%lnslc 8tore, and at N. Jacob’s, Athensum
aZagr, - ' K

Nelson Evening Post, October 17, 1879
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1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist

o From January through May of 1880,
Emma is deeply involved, it appears, in
practical occult experiments, in San
Francisco, with Albert van der Naillen and
others

. In May, Emmma and William set off for New
York, stopping only (as far as can be
determined) in Salt Lake City and Ohio

o From July 1880 through October 1880,
Emma is lecturing in NY

o And then, the Tanner incident, on August
15th

o Ironically, during a lecture on the

core subject matter of her body of
work
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W R AW e

T REFUBLICAN A 23D ST. AN DWAY,
Spiritual meetings; Hardinge (Britien lectures
Sunday worning. 11, “Xagbetirm and Paycholozy ;" even.

fng, 7:45,Why Does Mot God Kill the Devilr™

- @ TTATTALAL WaTiTrMA ammMY WITEY. M ciammeE e T -

Emma’s fateful mis-step, during “Magentism & Psychology,”
on August 15, 1880

Henry S. Tanner (1831-1919)

Dr- Tauuer BSits Dowm on
Emma Hardinge Brit-
tain's Magnetio
Theory.

New York, 18.-D

Salt Lake City Herald, August 17, 1870
(telegraphically received)
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1877-1881: Itinerant Propagandist

o Emma and William arrive in London in January

of 1881, at a time when Anglo-American
Spiritualism is the early days of a significant

institutional crisis

. By June of 1881, she will be resident in
Manchester, where she will be based for the rest
of her life

J Having devoted nearly a quarter-century to the
international Spiritualist cause, she is about to

go local, and become the Spiritualist Queen of
the Midlands...
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aar 7 s NN
NOTES BY THE WAY.
We are glad to note the arrival in London of Mr. Hardinge-

DBritten. For the past three years she has been sowing the ||

Spiritual sced in the Antipodes, and throughout the great
American continent.  She is, indeed, éven now on her way from
Australia, for her labours have never ceassd,and she is hoping to
socure in more sunny France some rest and refreahunent when

busineas hero iscomploted. Heraocount of Spiritualisin
in Ameriea shows that the same dizruptive caunses that afflict
the movemont here are in full work there, It is & melancholy
picture that she draws, and one that it requires all one's faith in
the wisdom of the controlling powers to contemplate with hope,
Rampant crotchots, lawlessness that will breok o restraint,
petty jealousies, and small wean rivalries have wrought out a
terrible destruction among the onco flourishing socictics that
most considerable towns used to support.  And now it seems to
be aquestion of working through this scene of ruin to a higher
atate, where Spiritealisin destitute of spirituslity is recognised
as the source of danger that it undoubtedly is. If the plcture
be a Jittle highly coloured, we sadly fear the broad outlines are
eorrect, and we would fain hopoe that its contemplation wmay teach
Euglish Spiritualists a much-necded Jeswon.

Light, February 26, 1881
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Intermission

The Universe As An Occult Object




Science In 1850

. The constitution of matter -- the (classical) theory
of limited divisibility and bedrock atomic particles
is one of two contending schools of thought; the

other allows for unlimited divisibility, which leads
to “unparticled matter”

J The luminiferous aether -- (fluid, gaseous or novel)
undetectable medium in which light propagated

J Nature of electricity - a “subtile fluid”
o Constitution of gases
o Catastrophism

o The origin-less universe

Geology and astronomy are,
of themselves, incapable of giving us any distinct and
satisfactory account of the origin of the universe,
or of its parts.

William Whewell,
History of the Inductive Sciences (1858)

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

Newton conjectured that the density of wther is to that of the
air as 1 to 700,000 ; and all physical philosophers have been wont
to say that wther is extremely rare. Their reason was, because a
dense wmther would have resisted the planetary motion. We have
already proved, that, if wther were repulsive, even by making it
extremely rare, the planets would not be freed from sensible re-
tardation. On the other hand, if the medium is all attractive, be
it extremely rare or extremely dense, the motion of planets remains
unaltered. Hence, the proper test for judging of the density of
luminiferous @ther is to be sought for, not in the motion of planets,
but in the motion of @ther itself.

Luminiferous @ther vibrates very freely through atmospheric
air: let us sec whether from this fact we can draw any inference
about its density at the surface of the earth. Taking for granted
that air is the result of a mixture, not of a combination, of oxygen
and nitrogen, the number of molecules which are necessary to fill
up, at sea level, the length of a single millimetre is not less, and
possibly greater, than 281,740, as we shall see further on. And,
since a beam of red light in going over the same length of a milli-
metre makes 1550 vibrations, we may conclude, that the length of

Joseph Bayma, The Elements of Molecular Mechanics, 1866

If we are to reason at all concerning the phenomena
of nature, one of two conclusions must be adopted with
reference to this subject ; either the physical conditions
whereto the existence of those plants and animals was
related, changed gradually and equally in obedience to
some continuous law — the forms of life being varied
accordingly — or were liable to violent interruptions
or revolutions, consequent upon new circumstances, or
the accumulated tension of some feeble but continuous
disturbing agency. Which of these views is true, will
be the subject of inquiry hereafter : for the argument
as to the lapse of geological time, it is immaterial which
may be preferred ; since in existing nature the rate
of such physical changes, supposing them to be con-
tinual, is so small, as to have caused almost no changes
of organic life in several thousand years ; — witness the
sculptured monuments of Egyptian grandeur ; — and

John Phillips, A Treatise on Geology 1852
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Science In 1850

THE CENTRAL SUN,

THEORY OF THE STELLAR UNIVERSE.
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Science in 1850

Distinctions drawn between “spirituality” and
“science” at war with one another in the 19th
century also serve to place all combatants on
one side or the other of a single bright line,
which is not how history works

The fact is: when Emma, said that Spiritualism
was science, she meant it

Unparticled matter, the luminiferous aether,
the “subtile fluid” of electricity, the emergence
of long-scale geological and astronomical time
in an origin-less universe, evolution as
teleology -- Emma’s “religion” was consistent
in most respects with either the majority or a
minority opinion within scientific communities
in 1860

She and her compatriots would lose most of
their scientific ground by 1890

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

301. The nature of Blectricity. There are two hypotheses
in regard to the nature of this powerful agent analogous to those
which have been mentioned in regard to the nature of heat and
light. The first regards it as an exceedingly subtile fluid, so
light as not to affect the most delicate balances; moving with
iinmense velocity, and pervading all substances. The second
regards it as the result of a special modification made in the
state of bodies, depending upon a peculiar vibration of the par-
ticles of matter communicated to the same ether, whose undula-
tions produce heat and light. The latter theory is the one which
is now generally received. The full discussion of all the phe-
nomena of electricity would require a volume, and it properly
forms a part of the sciences embraced in Natural Philosophy.
We are concerned with it here only so far as it is connected
with chemical phenomena, and as a knowledge of its fundamen-
tal facts is necessary to the full understanding of the various
chemieal processes which are soon to come under our notice.
"(1 e subjeet of gar arie electricity 1 af mare importap e to the
chmist tia that or stvicel, ad oar atteation will, aure ore,
be chiefly directed to *. The fundamental facts on which the
whole science of statical ~lectricity is founded may he stated in
a few worcs.

The question
of the “fundamental
nature” of things is

everywhere a
derogated topic.

“Influence” of apparently
un-connected and
undetectable things upon
one another is
everywhere alleged.

The universe is occult.
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Science in 1850

Many of the alternative sciences
practiced today were amenable or
sympathetic with spiritual science,
and integrated with it -- to this day

Homoeopathy and naturopathy

Vitamins, tonics, herbals --> the
entirety of what we now refer to as
nutritional supplements

o Complete with a conspiracy
theory about medical science
excluding these from the materia
medica in 1875

Anti-vivisection, vegetarian, and anti-
vaccination movements

Exercise and ritualized movement
regimes, including yoga -- staples of
early 20th century occult practices
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What if animals have souls, too?

Crox. Tasne VIL

Frances Power Cobbe, Illustrations of Vivisection (1888)

ANTI-VACCINATION.

REOENT VACCINE DISASTERS.
To the Editor.—Sir,—Thoso of your readers who have been
at the trouble to take note of what is recorded in the daily
ss, s well as in the columns of the Meoiuw, will have
observed tho froquont cases of bardsbip and cruclty arisiog
out of the operation of the Vaccination Aets. About one bun-
red parents are now summoned every week for rofasing to
imporil the lifo and health of their children by submitting
them toan operation which a St. Paneras Jury in a recent
verdict on a fatal vaccination case describod as *¢ the natural
oonstitational irritation dus to vaccination ™ ;and over 50 of
theso parents, ienti e iding citi the salt
of the earth—aro subjected to judicial penalties without the
chanco (except in a raro case) of even explaining the grounds
of their disobedience. Then there are public distarbances as
at Lelcester (Decerber ith), when two or three thonsand per-
sons assembled to offer thoir indignant protest against the
ecizure and salo of the goods and chattels of 10 of these stordy
medieal nonconformists, 70 policemen, with namerous detec-
tives, beiog found neccessary to quell the riot ard restore ords
A fow days later (Docomber 12th) an inquest is beld on a fat
case of vaccination at Sheflield, dae to what the mother cal
“‘bad lymph.” Tho eame day’s papers (** Mauchester Courier
Decombor 13¢h) report that the attention of Government has
been called to tho alleged death of a child at Blackbarn, caused
by the sawo official ordinance. The child wes vaccinated at
threo montbs old, after which it refused all sustenavee, and
“died » mero skoloton, after four woeks' intonso suffering.”
The “British Medical Journal,” two days afterwards (December
15tl) records six cases of vaccinal erysipolas reported by one
medicalman, Dr. C. T. Vachell, of Cardiff, all occurring within
four days! These tragic events are happening all over the
kingdow, and it is no exaggeration to affirm that a mere record
of unthenticated cores oconrring within recont years would, if
described, fill a considerabls volame. I have personally col-
lected over 400 of such cases, the vouchers and authoritios
relating to which have been carefully examined Ly Mr. Thomas
Bakor, barrister, of the Inner Temple; and the catalogue has
been publisied by Mr. Youog, at 114, Victoria Street, West-
miaster, undor tho title of * Vacoive Disaster Record.” The
sorious question which is filling ths minds of reflecting parents
with indescribablo anxiety is—\Where is this mischiof and
misery to stop? Must tho patient, lovg-suffering but muck

“Occultism, Witcheraft,
and Spiritualism” in i v
. injared and oppressed people be driven into exasporation and
The Medium & Daybreak o it sy 1 Yo oty = el
for January 11, 1884 7, Albert Road, Tiegents Park, London, by i

Letter next door to
a notice of EHB’s lecture on
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Science in 1890

The constitution of matter -- periodic table, limited divisibility, no “unparticled matter”

The luminiferous aether -- Michelson-Morley experiments in 1887; the death of aether,
and the beginning of (modern) wave/particle duality

The nature of electricity -- James Clerk Maxwell’s unified model of eletromagnetic energy
(1864)

. These three are, collectively, the end of mesmerism as science, but it had already
been co-opted by psychology anyway

The constitution of gases -- helium (1868), argon (1895), krypton, neon and xenon
(1898)

. krypton --> “hidden” gas
Catastrophism -- dead as the dodo; uniformitarianism and gradualism prevail

The origin of the universe - still proscribed, occult territory (we do not discover the
universe-wide red shift until 1912)

o Does this explain the shift, after 1900, to the astral plane?
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Science & the Occult in 2010

D S MBOLS
% OF TH V

nmfiﬁéiﬁi

IN TI}E - bestselling auther of Fingerprints of the Gods

BRHHHI'I HANCOCK
R s o  CGlIANGLED

The Eater of Souls

The occult operates, at any given time, in the white spaces created by the dominant
ideology.

At present, that white space includes: Egyptology, genetics, neuroscience, energy
systems, quantum mechanics, subatomic physics, and string theory.
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1877-1892
Queen of the Midlands




1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

o In July of 1881, settled in Manchester, Emma

announces that she is working on a book on the
international Spiritualist movement

J It is a difficult time for the movement: very
public scandals (exposures and criminal
behavior by media) have caused the private
cash that sustains the movement to dry up, to
some extent

Mes, Havmsor-DBrarrex has sent vws “A Plea for the
Revival of Spiritualism,” which unfortunately reached us too
late for insertion. She speaks very carnostly of the error of
those who, because of the many “‘ disgraces " which evil doers
have hrought on Spivitualism, have wiathdmwn from all pablic
connection with the cause.  She belioves that the private inves-
tigation of phenomena, and the public exposition of the facts
and philosophy should go hand in band; and seting on the
advice of her Spirit friends, she has determined to do what
she can to put our faith fairly before the world; and she
s thervfore ready to accept invitations to lecture within a
reasonable distance of her residence - The Iiwes, Hlu.nphrey-
street, Cheetham Hil), Manchester,

Light, September 17, 1881
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EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN;
To her Priends and Co-Workers in the Spiritual Movement.

For many years past I have been collocting materinls for
a compendious Listory of the great Mobrny SrTarroan Move-
MWENT a8 it hias transpired ALL ovER THE WORLD in the nineteenth
century, This work T Lave been requested to undortako— no
matter what other publieations of a kindred character might be
imucd—by those heloved Spirit friends who have never deceived
mo or failed to inspire me for good. Those who are wost
thoroughly acquainted with me will remomber how often T have
stated that T ouly obey the commands of Spirits when they
acoord with 1y own judgment, especially when they relate
to the movement of which they alone are the authors and pro-
moters, The prosent occasion is one which folly meets this
position. Wise and good Epirits desire to give to the age,
through my instrumentality, » thoroughly exhanstive racord of
the work they have accomplished in the nincteenth century, and
the roasons they have alloged for this charge, and the methods
prescribed for its necomplishment, having appealed foreibly to
my bost judgment, T have, as above stated, employed the last
few yoars of my wide wavderings in gathering up from every
available and authentic source the nocessary muterials for my
great task,

As it hax beon farthormore mado eloar to me that the present
time has been spocially designed for its commencement, T would
now solicit from those who may ba interested in it such literary
contributions of & perzonal or local character as each one may
fecl improssed to send. 1 do not promise to use oll that T may
thus roceive, because the nltimate selection of matter for publi-
cation must necessarily exelude at loast 90 per cent. of the
vast masa I have to select from.

Still 1 should be glad to avail mysell of the widest possible
field of information on this deeply momentous subject, expecially
as I propose to add to the history of the movement a large
number of brief moorarntcar sExrones of such personages as
have been prominently and usefully connected with it. Trusting
that the friends of Spiritualism will aid 1o as far as possiblo in
necomplishing & work which gratitude to the spiritual authors of
the movement, no less than justics to posterity, imperatively
demand,~ 1 am, ever reverently and faithfully the Scrvant of

God and the Angels,
Eawa Harnixor Bunerex,

P.8.— Prepaid postal matter can be addressod to my rosi-
dence, The Limes, Humphroy-road, Cheetham Hill, Muanchester,
England, - Forvign journals pleaso copy.

Light, July 30, 1881
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

. By September of 1881, Emnma is (at age 58) on a grueling lecture schedule

J October 23: Blackburn (A)

J October 30: Macclesfield (B)

J November 6: Sowerby Bridge (C)

J November 13/14: Keighley (D)

J November 20: Liverpool (E)

J November 27-December 4: Nottingham (F)

. December 11: Oldham (G)

J December 18/19: Halifax (H)

J December 24-26: Batley Carr (I)
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On today’s roadways, about 450 miles of driving, but
Emma did it by train, in a hub-and-spoke pattern, from
Manchester

Variations of this circuit will be
the backbone of Emma’s life until
the founding of The Two Worlds
in 1887 - when she is 63...
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

J By mid-year 1882, life on the road (again) is taking its toll on Emma, and William Britten
writes to The Medium and Daybreak to say that “in consequence of severe attacks of
quinsy sore throat, Mrs. Hardinge-Britten [sic] has been unable to fulfill her engagements

for the past two Sundays, and...her lectures here and elsewhere must be discontinued till
farther [sic] notice.”

o Death for a traveling speaker...

o And where does Emma go to recuperate?

Mrs. Emma Hardinge-Britten's Address.-—Correspondents
will pleasa address Mrs. E. Hardinge-Britten, for the next
fortnight, to the care of the Conntess of Caithness, 51, Rue de
I'Université, Paris, France; after that as usnual, the Limes,
Hamphrey Street, Cheotham Hill, Manchester.—June 28, 1552,

The Medium and Daybreak, June 30, 1882

o From the fall of 1882, through all of 1883, she is again on the circuit, though with less
rigorous scheduling

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved. 121




1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

° Nineteenth Century Miracles Janvary 11, 1884, THE MEDIUM AND DAYBREAK, 31
appears in January of 1884 NOW READY.

MRS, EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN'S GREAT NEW WORK,

° Its advertising is rather NINETEENTH CENTURY MIRACLES

extensive, in comparison to SPIRITS AND THEIR WORK IN EVERY COUNTRY OF THE EARTH.
Ot’her WOPkS Of hePS A COMPLETE HISTORICAL COMPENDIUM OF THE MOVEMENT KNOWN AS “MODERN SPIRITUALISM.™
This Work forms a full and exhaustive account of all the Tae PLAN oF THE WORK INCLUDES—

,‘:“f‘ c'r’:cmi'r’:;‘i:'g‘;‘s:'g:‘u?ﬁr?::‘g::;zﬁ: SPIRITUALISM in Germany, France, Great Britain, Aus
ave ansp NTR tralia, New Zealand, Polynesian Islands, East and West

L4 It 1S DOt I’GVleWGd by the :hc beginning of the Nineteenth Century to the present Indies, Cape Town, South America, Mexico, China, Japan,
. ame. Thibet, India, jn\a, Holland, Dutch Colonies, Russia,
malnStPea.m pI’eSS The subject matter has been collated from the most Sweden, Switzerland, Scandinavia, Spain, Italy, Austria,
authentic sources. The contributors include some of the | Belgium, Turkey, &c., &c., and America.
most learned, scientific, and honoured personages of the SpECIAL SUBJECTS TREATED OF.

age. Testimony has been gathered up (in many instances . ) . 5
by the Author in person, during her extended travels) from History of Mesmer and Mermerism—* The Philosopher’s
Stone "—* Elixir Vite "—Somnambulism—Clairvoyance—

1 very country, and includes the Spiritualism of all les
s -A-nd lt' does DOt a‘ppea‘r to ha've tv}:cl’hcr savage or civilised. Thg scenes are worlscgr}.’dc, Psychology—Seership, natural and acquired—From Mes-

. but the period of action is limited to THr prEsgxt | merism to Spiritualism— Magic—Witcheraft — Sorcery—

been a paPtICUIaP money'maker, CENTURY. pe Necromancy — Occultistn—** Spiritism "=** Spiritualism "—
, . “"Theosophy” — Reincarnation — IMMORTALITY DEMONS-

as she’s back on the road in early Tue Sirrrvaust will 6ind in this Work a complete | TRATED—Facts, Fancies, and Fanaticisms of Spiritualists—
manual of every phenomenon he wishes to read of, refer to, | Spiritual Science and Religion — Proofs Palpable and

1884 or describe to others. Imaginary—Doctrines and Theories rersus Corroborative

. . X Testimony—Hauntings—Obsessions, Spiritual Gifts, Frac-

Tur INvEsTIGATOR Wwill obtain a compendium of every | tices, and Spontaneous Phenomena of Various Peoples—
work of value he needs to study. Origin of the Modern Spiritual Movement in Different
Countries — Journalism and Literature of the Subject—

Tar Scepric will be herein answered, and THE | Aniioonism from without—Divisions within the Ranks—

° In April, she announces a return OrpONENT refuted at every point. | Deception and Hallucination — Thrilling Narratives —
? To every student of Psychology, Spiritual Science, Wonderful Expericnces— Heaven and Hell of Spirit Life—
to the US... Religious Reform, Mesmerism, Spintualism and Occultism, | * Dwellers on the Threshold” and Angels in Paradise—

the Author—in deep earnestness of purpose and in the name Revelations of Life_ Hereafter inall Stages of Progression—
of the wise controlling spirits, who have commanded her | Spint Circles—Spiritual Workers, Pioneers, Journalists,
work, and assisted unceasingly to aid its execution— Writers, I:L:r_mrcrs, Mediums, Artists, Poets, Healers and
ventures to affirm that, both for this and many succeeding .\_Innyrs—lnnls, I"msm‘ulmns, Defeats, and Victories—All
generations, this volume will prove a COMPLETE LIBRARY Sides of the Question—Every Phase of the Movement—All
of the subjects dealt with, and a manual of incalculable Classes of Witnesses—From the Convict’s Prison to the
value Monarch’s Throneroom — Revivals — Mass  Meetings —

FOR ALL TIME. i;::;:;:l‘ History Cast on the Ocean of Time-—and

This Volume contains nem'ly 600 pngcs, roynl octavo, fine tinted paper,
handsomely bound in Cloth.

A limited number will be issued, splendidly illustrated with fac-similes of
Spirit Writing, Art. &ec., &c,, and over Forty PORTRAITS of ILLUSTRIOUS
and CELEBRATED SPIRITUALISTS and MEDIUMS.

Price for Illustrated Copies ... ... .. .. .. 158

» Wwithout the Illustrations - - 128, 6d.
Postage, Single Copies (Parcels Poct) 6d.

Pueriswen By WILLIAM BRI’I‘I‘EN Tne Limes, Huupnrey STREET, CrEETHAM Hiul, Maxcursrer;
E. W ALLEN Ave Maria Lanxe, Loxpoxn, EC.

®.* Orders received by the Publisher; also the Secretaries of the various Spiritual Secicties, and all respeciable Dookecllers
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1881-1892: Queen of the Midlands

o In the spring of 1884, Emma returns to the US,

almost certainly to market Nineteenth Century
Miracles....

o But perhaps also to test her relevancy in the US,
after an absence of three years

o There is scant coverage of her time in the US, but
she does draw a crowd estimated at 8-10,000

people at Lake Pleasant, NY in August of 1884

o She was in company of at least some of her T'S
associates (HdJ Newton, for example)

o In May of 1885, she announces her return to

England in The Medium and Daybreak, and her
availability for work
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FAREWELL ADDRESSES, BY MRS EMMA HARDINGE
BRITTEN, IN MANCHESTER,

On Sanday, April 6th, 1834, two adiresses will be given by
Mrs. Emton Hardioge Britten, previons to ber depariues fur
Ameriva, in the Co-operative Hull, Downing Strect, Munches.
tw, Servico in the afternoon at 2350, and in the eveniog at
.32, Collection towards defrayivg expenscs,

Ta will bo provided st a charge of 61. cach, for feiends
from a distance, Tickets may bo had at the door before tle
vo nmencewent of the weeting. Frien s are roquested o o -
tiin them before going into tho ball, so that ull provisico
way be made fur all.

Fiiends desicous of contribating flvwers to place on the
platform, will kindly sond them to the 1), between 10 atw.
and 12 noon on that worning.—Cog.

-
LIVERPOOL FAREWELL T0 MRS, BRITTEN.

Mrs. Britten sails for Liverpool on April 15:h, aud ou the
evening of April 11, which is Easstor Monday, and therelore a
loliday, sbo will bo entertuined ut a farowell gatheriog at
Rodney Hall, Rodoey Street, Mocot Pleasant, st 7 o'clock.
Tue Liverpool fricuds will be glad to bo assiste! iu tueir por-
j osc, by the presence of all friends within roach, and it being
a general boliday, no donbt the attendancs from surroandiog
d siricts will be large. Tickets, 1s, cach.

On Sanday, April 15th, Mrs. Dritten will deliver ber last
two discourses in Rodnoy Hall,

Newcastle, Manch ster, and Liverpool are important contres,
aod tue cxo:llent arrangoments made will enable vast nambers
to attondand take part in these interosting mectings.

S —

Maccrxsyizin.—Un Mouday evening, Mre. Britten will
duliver a farewell orativn, in Paradise Street Freo Church,
at 740,

The Medium and Daybreak, April 4, 1884

!EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN TO HER FRIENDS
! IN ENGLAND,

‘ Mr. Editor, Meoics :—Will you kindly allow me spacs in
' {our columns to sncounce that we propose to sail for
ingland per Britannia on tho 2nd of May, cxpecting to
| arnive somo time about the middle of the menth.
i To the Spiritnalist Socicties within an sccossiblo distanes
of my home in Manchester, I ahall be happy to render eervico
as a lecturer on the same torms s when { was in England
befors. Applications can be addreased to me at the Limes,
Huamphrey Street, Cheetham I{ill, Manchestor, and I will
reply a8 soon after my arrival as possible.

I beg to add that my return to Eagland has been induced
by purely private and personal reasons, and my stay will be
dotermined by the same cansos, heace, I may not have tho
opportunity of ramaining for any extended period of time
with my esteemed fellow.workers in Spiritnallism, and
consequently I am desirous of doing the utmost I can, whila
I am able, to promote the progress of the Caunse to which 1
am devoted.—I am, Mr. Editor, very faithfully yoars,

Euxa Hanotxor Brrrex,
] . c—

The Medium and Daybreak, May 8, 1885
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For the duration of 1885, all of
1886, and most of 1887, Emma,
returns to the Spiritualist circuit,
moving within a triangle bounded
by Liverpool, Newcastle &
Nottingham, roughly

How, precisely, she is earning her
living is unclear, but it is certainly
to a large extent dependent on what

she receives in fees from the local
societies before whom she speaks

Even today, her schedule would be
seen as extreme for a man or

woman of her age...
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' THE MANCHESTER SOCIETY OF SPIRITUALISTS.
! GRAND BAZAAR, SALE OF WORK, CONVERSAZIONE,

and a Unique MUSICAL ENTERTAINMENT will be given on
I the 12¢h and 13th December, 1887, at the Co-orERATIVE HaLr, Downing
 Street. The proceedings will commence at 3 p.m. with an Opening
[ Address by Mrs. Esma Hanbixce BRITTEN, to be followed by an Exhi-
| bition of Beautiful and Useful Articles, on Sale for the occasion.
i The Evening Sule will be enlivened by some peculiar and interesting
i Musical Selections, arranged specially for this occasion.
* Don't miss this rare opportunity to be amused and instructed.

Tea, Collee, and other Refreshments at nominal charges,
Admission, 6d.; Children under 12 Half-price.

! As thix Bazaar is undertaken xolely in aid of the Manchester Spirituul
i Society's Building Fund, the largest donations will be thankfully
| received, the smallest not rejeeted,

OLpHAM.—On Tucsday, Decembier 13th, Mrs, 15 H. Britten will
give her celebrated lecture on ““New Zealand,” the paradise of the
Southern Seas, illustrated by splendid limelight views of the people and
country before and after the Iate voleanic eruptions.  Doors open at
7, to commence at 7-30. Tickets, front seats, 6d.; back, 3d. TProceeds
towards the liquidation of the debt.—J. . (fibson, Sec,

By the middle 1880s, Emma is ruthlessly mining
her own life, and her eclectic collection of ideas, for

lecture topics. She’s also embracing the
methods and practices of other successful lecturers,
and learning how to pair up her lecture topics and
her periodical appearances for maximum marketing effect.

“Ilustrated by splendid limelight views” = PowerPoint 0.1
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o November 18, 1887: the inaugural issue of
The Two Worlds

o Emma will occupy the editor’s chair until
1892, when she is forced out as the result
of a stock manipulation scheme

perpetrated by William

o Occultist as well as spiritualist in its
orientation from the first issue

o Definitely a middle-class Spiritualist
undertaking, with tendencies toward small-
S socialism

J But behind it... someone’s money
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OFFICE OF “THE TWO WORLDS" 61, GEORGE STREET,
CHEETHAM HILL, MANCHESTER.

TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION.

“Tre Two WoORLDS"” will be sent to any address within the United Kingdom,
or to places comprised within the Postal Union, including all parts of Europe,
the United States, and British North America. One copy, post froe, 2d. ;
for thirtoen wecks, 2s. 2d. Annual SBubscription 8s. 8d. in advance.

ADVERTISEMENTS are inserted at 6d. per line, ls. for three lines., Remittances
must accompany all orders for onc or threo insertions. Monthly settlements
for larger and consecutive advertisements, for which special rates ean be
obtained on application to Mr. E. W. WaLL1s, to whom all Post-office Orders
and Cheques should be made payable, and all business communications
should be addressed.

Accounts will be issued monthly, and tho Directors respectfully ask the favour
of prompt remittances.

‘“Tne Two WorLbs" Publishing Company, Limited, has beon registered, but
we shall be happy to allot shares to those apiritualists and socictics who have
not joined us. Send in your applicatiens for shares at once.

To ConTripuToRs, —Communications Intended to be printed should bo addressed
to the Editor, Tho Lindens, Humphrey Stroet, Cheotham Hill, Manchester.

PUBLISHING OFFICES.

“Tur. Two WorLps" can be obtained of Jonun Hrevwoop, Deansgate and
Ridgeficld, Manchoester, and 11, Paternoster Buildings, London; and is
sold by all Newsvondors, and supplied by the wholesale trade gencrally.

THE TwO WORLDS.
MRs. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN.

8Sub-Editor and General Manager: |
E. W. WALLIS.

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 18th, 1887,

A LUTATORY.

WitH the issue of this number the promoters of the new
spiritual enterprise, entitled, Z%e 7wo Worlds, make their
first appearance upon tho stage of public opinion, and their
first essay to enlist the symputhies and command the sup-
port of every reader interested in the subjects to which this
journal is devoted. In sending forth this inaugural number
to represent the stupendous interests involved in the title
adopted, namely, The Two Worlds, it is assumed that the
public may expeet o more definite explanation of its aimns
and  purposes than is to be found in the preliminary

Announncements,
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o During Emma’s editorship, The Two Worlds
serves at least four purposes

o Major coordinating vehicle for Spiritualism
outside London, and for the emerging
national coalition of Spiritualists

o Platform for the launch of ‘new voices’ in
the movement (J. J. Morse, Wallis, A. E.
Waite, among others)

o Emma’s personal platform -- for her
propaganda, and for her fiction (several
EHB novellas published serially during her
editorship)

o The voice of the ‘amorphous opposition’ to
Theosophy (Deveney) -- led by “Sirius”

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

——
BOOK REVIEW,

We deeply regret that other matters of pressing momput
have, of late, occupied our columns to the exclusion of those
notices of books, pamphlets, and tracts, which we have
reccived in great numbers, and which we hope yot to call
attention to. This apology relates especially to the noble,
philosophic, and instructive work, published by George Red-
way, of London, entitled “T'he Light of Egypt.” We had hoped
to have found space to give abundant quotations from this
admirable treatise, one which supplies not only tine sugges-
tive views of planetary cosmogony, but also furnishes a good
corrective, founded on the basis of science, fuct, and reason,
to the groundless assertions of theosophy, som2 of which
appear in quotation in this number’s Leader. Ere we close
this mercly preliminary notice that we have been favoured
with a copy of “The Light of Egypt,” we would call its
author’s attention to the fact that a certain American editor of
& Theosophical Magazine, entitled 7%e Path, after venting
on this fine work all the abuse, scorn, and display of ignorance
and insolence that his malice could dictate, ends by adding
that this book is “by Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten.” We
trust it necds no open disclaimer on our part to assure the
gifted author of “The Light of Egypt” that this rude and un-
called-for piece of mendacity could only have been designed
by the writer to add injury to insult, and compel the Editor
of this journal to express her regrot that she has not the
smallest claim to stand in a position implying ability far
beyond her capacity to attain to. It is hoped that this public
disclaimer will be sufficient to atone for the intended injury
to the esteemed author of “The Light of Kgypt,” and explain
to him the animus with which his comments on the fantastic
theories of the day are received by a prominent theosophical

journalist,

The Two Worlds, August 16, 1889

This admirable treatise...
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. The Amorphous Opposition (to Theosophy)

o Led by EHB, and the HBofL,

° Peter Davidson’s 1871 work on the violin
was published, in Glasgow, by...

o Hay Nisbet, who was a champion (and
publisher) of the materials emanating
from...

o David Duguid, the painting-and-writing
medium, employed in the bicycle works
owned by...

o James Robertson, who wrote the only
posthumous biographical sketch of...

o Emma Hardinge Britten, who knew
Robertson, Duguid and Nisbet well...

o The AQ’s social network is vast, diffuse, and
yet very robust
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G LASGOVV
- ASSOCIATION OF SPIRITUALISTS.

—oacigior—
OFFIUE‘BEAE’ERB.
——
Ponorary Yresidents,
" BENJAMIN COLEMAN, ESQ, I ANIDREW LEIGHTON, ESQ,

LONDON, LIVERPOOL.

President,
MR JAMES MARSHALL.

Viee-Presidents,
MR JAMES NICHOLSON. | MR JAMES BROWN.

Seeretary,
MR ANDREW CROSS, 171 HospiTAL STREET.

Trensurer,
MR WILLIAM LAMONT.

Xibrariun,
MR JAMES BROWN.

» - @ommitter,
Messrs. HexrRy NELMES. Messns. NeiL Brack.
WiLLiay Syurs. James WALEER,
Hay NisBeT. Hesny STEWART.
ANDREW MiLLiGAN, James M‘Gracuy.

PUBLIC MEETINGS

Of the Association are held on  every Fourth Monday, in the Lesser
Trades' Hall, at Eight o'clock p.m. '

Private MEETINGS are held in the intervening Monday Evenings, in
Whyte's Hgtel, Candleriggs. ~

Paul Gaunt is beginning to plumb the depths of

the influence that Scottish Spiritualism has had on the movement

and on the modern occult.
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Organizing Spiritualism

The Lyceum Union Movement

“The children of today are to be the men
and women of to-morrow, our
representatives, pioneers and
instruments of communicating spirits....it
is our duty to teach them, and their
birthright to be taught, that which we
know to be true concerning our spiritual
natures...”

The National Organization

“What can take the place of the fast-
decaying forms and tottering edifices of
antiquated worn-out faiths? Nothing
under heaven but proofs, direct and
palpable, of a higher and nobler revelation
-- one founded on facts, proved by reason
and demonstrated by science -- the
handiwork of the creator. Spiritualists!
You have all this!”

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

7Ty s -

Third Children's Rdition, crown 8vo. boards, 9d.; by post, 11d.

The English Lyceum Manual:.

For the use of Progressive Lyceums connected with English Spiri.
tualists’ Bocieties, compiled from, vapious sources by EMmMa HarDINGE
BritTeN, ALFRED KiT80N, and H. A. KBB8EY, Contains Programme for
Lyceum Seasion, choice Silver and Golden Ohain Recitations, Musical
Readinﬁl, Lyceum Songs, &c, Carefully adapted for practical use by
all in the Lyceum.

&% Special Terms to Lyceums.
Published by H. A, KrrsEY, 8, Biac MARKERT, NEWOARTLE-ON-T'YNE.

A MOST IMPORTANT SUBJECT
Now challenges the attention of every true and oarnest
gpiritualist in Great Britain, namely a
PROPOSAL FOR A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF BRITISH
SPIRITUALISTS,

At o recent grathering of spiritualists the question of tho
above-named proposal was mooted, and plans of organization
were suggested with 8o much resolution, sense of duty, and
hope of success on the part of the promoters, that it was
determined to formulate the most available methods on
which such an organization could be based, and pending
their completion, to bring before the readers of this paper the
following. urgent reasous why the adoption of the proposal in
question becomes no less a duty than a matter of pressing
expediency at the present time. The following remarks,
already accepted by the supporters of the plan for a national
organization of spwritualists with much favour, should be
considered with interest and attention by our readers :—

In view of the vast and wide-spread influence which
modern spirituaalism has exercised over human thought
during tho past forty-two years, and the unnatural and conse-
quently irresponsible coudition of its ranks, especially in
this country, at the present time, we deem it a part of
our human mission, whilst we yet remain to be workers in
the earth sphere, to make some effort to utilize the mighty
powers, and as yet unapplied influences, latent in the phe-
nomena and philosophy of spiritualism, for wider and more
cffective good and use, than has hitherto been evolved from
spiritual revelations,
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o There are a number of financial crises of one
sort or another during Emma’s tenure as
editor, and the organization’s financial
reports (published in the paper) never make
sense, except to show that the paper is loss-
making, and something funny’s going on,
financially

o In January of 1892, a scandal erupts at the
board of directors level

o William Britten has received anonymous
“gifts” of more than 2000 pounds between

1890 and 1892, and invested it in shares for
the Brittens in the corporation, creating a

controlling interest for himself and Emma,
rather than issuing shares to the donor, or

treating the cash inflow as extraordinary
revenue
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THE TwWO WORLDS.
' FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 12, 1893,
: SPECIAL NOTICE. ‘

Ar the meeting of the Board of Directors on Monday, Feb.
8th, the following resolution was passed unanimously: We,
the Directors of The Two Worlds Publishing Company,
Limited, express our regret that circumstances have arisen
which have occasioned Mrs, Britten’s resignation as Editor
of The Two Worlds, and that we, in accepting the same,
desire to tender our best wishes for her future welfare.”

Pending the time when it may be expedient for me
to give fuller explanations of those “good and sufficient
reasons ” which oblige me to retire from the editorship of 7%e
Two Worlds, 1 desire to say my voice will not be hushed nor
my pen idle when a fitting opportunity occurs for me to
serve the cause of Spiritualism. = My heart and hand, brain
and mind, belong to the Spirit world, and if I murmur
because those wise rulers of this earth’s destiny have
imposed upon me a hard and severe trial in the last four
years’ experience, I am reconciled in the belief that the
most influential of all teachers 18 experience, the most
thorough of all lexicons, the book of practical life, and that
the object of our earthly pilgrimage is so to live on earth

‘that, at last, we may be prepared to commence life on
' a higher plane of existence. '

To all who need to communicate with me henceforth,
orally or by letter, my oNLY ADDRESss 18 The Lindens, Hum-
phrey Street, Cheetham Hill, Manchester.

Emma HARDINGE BRITTEN.
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LEGAL PROCEEDINGS AGAINST THE COMPANY.

Trr Directors feel it to be due to themselves, as well as to
their cause, that the foregoing reply should be made to the
circular issued in reference to the Extraordinary Meeting of
February 1st, especially as proceedings were commenced in
the Court of Chancery by Dr. Britten and Mrs. Britten to
obtain an order restraining the company from confirming
the resolution passed at such extraordinary meeting.

On Monday morning, February 22, the case came on for
hearing before the Deputy Vice Chancellor, and was argued
by counsel on both sides, Affidavits had been put in by Dr.
Britten and Mr. R. T. Ashworth on the one side, and by Mr.
Peter Lee (chairman), Mr. S. S. Chiswell (scrutineer), and
Mr. E. W, Wallis (secretary), on behalf of the company.

The contention of Dr. Britten was that proxies bad been
discarded on insufficient grounds. The Judge upheld the
main objection of the scrutineers, and, therefore, dismissed
the appeal with costs, ;

The Two Worlds, February 26, 1892

Manchester Courier, February 21, 1892
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o Emma wastes no time in launching her
successor publication, The Unseen
Universe

o Despite the second volume of Ghost Land, a
very interesting novella, The Mystery of
No. 9 Stanhope Street, and the promise of
“many able and talented contributors”, the

periodical is largely Emma (and Margaret,
her sister, the librarian of the Manchester

Foreign Library), and lasts only for 12
issues

° The start of several “books”

o UU is concluded hurriedly, hacking up the
novella-in-progress rather badly

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

Wi

PROSEECTUS

o

THE FINE NEW MONTHLY MAGAZINE,

SrRMEsN, Ocevirisy, Ancient Magic, Modern Mediumship, and every sub-
fect that pertams o the Waence, Wiar, and Witarewarn of Huomanity.
Entitled,

“THE UNSEEN UNIVERSE."

Under the sole charge and conduct of

MRS. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN,

AIDED BY MAUYY ABLE AND TALeNTED CONTRISUTORS,

Tms Magazine has been established in response to a widespread demand for a
yournal that shall treat of the above-named vast there without fear, {avour, or
limitation, yet with safficient literary ability to meet the demands of the
humblest as well as the most highly cultured classes of thinkers—-a journal that
will' not trench upon the ground already occupied by the London Spiritual
papers, yet will supplement matter that cannot be included in their columns.

T 1
General Spnopsis of the Subjects treated of;

Onef Encvilopodic Summaries of Historica! and Biograpkical Spivitism, Past

and Presenty in Great Britain, and manv other lands.

BY SVLOIAL DESIRR
Scaond Volume of Y GHOST LAND," in serial pans

Hy the Author of “ Art Magic” (by pormission), revised, translated, and prepared
yOR THIS 10URSAL OSLY, by Fuma H Burres.

{"r!u‘-'» an Philosopiry, Spivitual Sciemce, and Reform.

Summar) of the Present Spivitual Sitwation,

2 = — —EEEEE ="

Terms of Subscription :
1% be padd Dvaria iy o adwasice).

e L iK S
For Oxe Year > o 44 RENEIG AP SRS O Apeuy LTSS TR g
Six Moxtwe aeuh, Sodmdendonsiresyransipedi bhaminsspbrosvivensadssnsd 3\ Q.
SINGLY: Cortes, POST FESE....... ... ..6. o7

e e e TR

Addrets—Dr, or Mrs, BRITTEN, The Lindena, Humphrey Street,
Chestham Hill, MANCHESTER.

Voblisied by Joux Hevwooo, Deansgate and Ridgefield, Manchester. Lood
Agtats: Joun Heviwoon, « Amen Cornar, EC.; B A, Auers, 1, Ave Maria Lane.
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. Ghost Land, Volume 2 (1892)

. Advertised as in existence since the
publication of Volume 1 in 1876

o Covers Louis De B___ ’s experiences
in the United States, which are
astoundingly similar to those of EHB,
and those EHB records in MAS and
NCM

° Louis is a witness to some of the
events in MAS and NCM

° Will be included in the annotated

edition of Ghost Land, in preparation
(The Typhon Press)

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.
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. The Mystery of No. 9 Stanhope Street (1892)

o To my way of thinking, the most interesting OMAN
fiction Emma wrote (and on a word-count SR
basis she wrote as much explicit fiction as
non-fiction, during her life)

e Ann Sophia is dead (d. 1886), Emma is 69 orded n ous ﬂ!l h

years old, and still the primary breadwinner, et B el oyl ity

after 54 years

e  Sheis, I think, wrestling with the daemons of ik gy
her childhood in this novella, cisely that which 1

J The mother does not fare well; nor does the ean. B . ‘b b
daughter. 'keeping under her w1

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.
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The story turns in part on a young girl, corrupt
and corrupted by a cast of characters, including
the girl’s mother, who rents her out as an artist’s
model to painter Richard Stanhope (who lives at
No. 9 Stanhope Street...are we repeating Stanhope
enough?)

One of the grandest triumphs of this wonderful
picture was that this reptilian form conveyed to
every beholder the impression of human
intelligence in the very act of speaking, whilst an
equally irresistible sentiment of conviction seemed
to pervade the veiled yet nude and unexceptionably
modest angel of the flowery bushes—gleaming in
her eager, large, azure eyes, and revealing
eloquently in her bending form—that she was
listening. The picture was at once a marvel of
history, revelation, and artistic perfection. After a
long and almost breathless pause of admiration the
visitor murmured —"Matchless! Perfect!
Supermundane!”

Eve Tempted, by John Roddam
Spencer Stanhope (1829-1908) -a version
of this painting, with less genital decoration, was and is in the permanent
collection of the Manchester Galleries
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J JRSS’ work was on display in various e ‘
forms (0il, tempera) from 1877 onward masked tioner, a \n
l".l[li'..'l"i ] 1 |
gold, whilst the mock executioner
o Though Spencer Stanhope was a habitue I‘rench, © Behold the head of ‘th
of the London theatre, and Emma’s age R TV g I
peer, there’s really no evidence that they PRSI T (e e
knew one another venture that heart, mind, brain, al
to the Ri ] Stanhope I had been
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e  But Richard Stanhope is clearly John body, but a worn out wreck, a miseral
Roddam Spencer Stanhope, down to s e S T
physical description, residence, body of erable than myself, Wh
work think. th R
' Al !
e  Was she telling us that the sensualist was it :
JRS Stanhope? Or Philip Henry Ll gty : ST
Stanhope? Or what? viduality of our soul may
mains the B
but one ray of ison  dt I
ind this was when the d {
formed me that the ¢ 1 \
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ni pa i!]]; | \S ]
1 1 bea |
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o March of 1893: The Unseen Universe folds after twelve issues, rather hurriedly

o Emma obliquely cites “private and personal motives [that] must of necessity actuate
every individual in the conduct of life-work,” but declines to elaborate -- she’s strapped

o And angry: “My second reason for suspending the monthly record of what I hoped to
make an aid in this great work of spiritual progress is because I have been constantly
solicited, by those who know in fragments something of my past wonderful life, to give its
fuller details, in such an autobiography as will show what wise, strong, and loving spirits
can do, and have done, for a young, un-friended foreigner in a strange land conducting
missionary work in the face and defiance of popular opinion. When the good spirits, who
have thus led and supported me, combine with the good friends who have still found me
out, even in the midnight obscurity of Manchester Spiritualism, and urge me to the
writing of this autobiography, I cannot refuse their plea; in fact, compliance is inevitable.”

° Her life is all she has left to sell.
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° March 1893: The Unseen Universe folds after
twelve issues

o November 24, 1894: William dies

o October 2, 1899: Emma, dies

o This is another period of local, organizing

activity in Emnma’s life, punctuated by the
announcement of The Spiritualist Encyclopedia,

the publication of the The Two Worlds Album,
and Emma’s last crusade: the School for

Prophets

o She is publishing (in Light and in The Two

Worlds) and lecturing regularly: on fraudulent
mediums, the effects of mediumship on health,
and her occult topics
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“The Lyceum manual” Compiled b
Emma Hardinge-Britten, A. Kitson, and H.
A. Kersey. Newcastle-on-Tyne: H. A,
Kersey. A bright and lively book of hymns
and “ exercises” for spiritualists’ societies;
mainly for the young. People who are not
spiritualists might profitably copy much that
1510 1t

The Coming Day, January 1895
v o gna ne———— A nara s
Tvesvay EveNino.—Chsirman, Mr. John Lamont (Liver-
ool). At 7 o'clock. Our Duty with regard to acting upon
nformation given, Advice offered, or Requests made, in Spirit
Messages. Introduced by J. J. Morse {London), Editor of
The Lycewin Bauner, AL 830, Answers to written questions
from the andience on Spiritualism, Religion, and Reform. By
Mrs. Hardinge Dritten (Manchester),

Emma at the General Conference of Spiritualists,
in London, in May of 1895 (as reported in
Borderland)

wares 1% 00 e uvrruuy L3 CEIIVO U1 ucwpuuu.

The inaugural meeting of the newly-formed * Birmingham
Spiritualist Evidence SBociety " ‘of which Mrs, Hardinge Britten,
the talented leoturer, is the president, and Mr. Brian Hodgson
the indefatigable secretary' was held on September 22nd. when
Mr. Brian Hodgson cxhibited some lantern views of * spirit
photogruphs” A long and fair report appeared next day in the
Rirmingham Daily DPost, together with a letter from the pen of
Dr. Hall-Edwards, who had been present at the meetiog. Dr,
Hall-Edwards, in the course of his letter, said :—

“1 have always contended that the seientific application of
photography to the investigation of spiritualistic phenomena
would at once and for ever prove or disprove the assertions of
believers, From the lantern-slides exhibited it would be very
difficult vo make positive statements, nor rhould I venture o do
80 hud I not carefully examined the photogrephic prints from
whick a number of these slides were propared. 1 have no hesi-

Photographic News, October 9, 1896

TTTE O ORRL RIVELML I3 ULIVYLU JRuL

Jubilee of Modern Spiritvalism,—The jubilee of
modern spiritualism was celebrated a: the beginning
of April in Manchester. Mrs. E. H. Britten, of Man-
chester, described as a “notable apostle of spiritual-
1sm,” opened a four-days' jubilee bazaar and interna-
tional fancy fair, the object of which was to raise
2,000—a very material agent—toward a propaganda
tund to promote the spread of spiritual knowledge and
¢nable those who sit in the valley of shadow, in fear
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° William’s Death

1894.

BRITTAIN John Goodworth of 9 Prospect-road Secarborough bricklayer died 28 December 1893 Administration York 23 January to John
Goodworth Brittain insurance inspector and Henry Brittain bookkeeper Effects £471 15s. 6d.

BRITTAIN Joseph of 27 Alexandra-road Winshill Derbyshire cooper died 21 March 1894 at Burntwood asylum Staffordshire Administration
Derby 10 October to William Brittain borough collector Effects £738 2s. 2d.

BRITTAIN Thomas of the Cloughs Newecastle-under-Lyme Staffordshire esquire died 25 October 1894 Probate Lichfield 7 December to
Joseph Cecil Clay gentleman Mary Brittain spinster and Thomas Arthur Brittain gentleman Effects £131708 16s. 1d.

BRITTAN Alfred of Albion-chambers Bristol and of Failand hill Failand Somerset gentleman died 22 June 1894 at Failand hill Probate
Bristol 23 July to Georgiana Maxwell Brittan widow Effects £80796 0s. 11d.

BRITTAN John of Glencoe Torquay gentleman died 8 April 1894 Administration (with Will) Exeter 11 May to Charlotte Brittan
spinster Effects £137 1s. 10d.

BRITTEN Edward Horsnett of 18 New-Elvet Durham died 22 March 1304 at the Darham county hospital Durham Probate Durham
23 May to Robert Cole cashier and James Moyes brewer, Effects £228 19s.

BRITTEN Lois Harrison of 42 TLower-High-street Wednesbury Staffordshire (wife of Chorles Britten) died 27 September 1866
Administration Lichfield 21 May to the said Charles Britten printer and stationer Effects £368 2s. 3d.

BRITTEN |[William of 1 Humphrey-street Crumpsall Manchester gentleman died 24 November 1894 Administration Manchester
12 December to Emma Hardinge Britten widow Effects £109 2s. 3d.

BRITTLE John of Lower Gornal Staffordshire grocer died 4 December 1893 Probate Lichfield 6 March to Thomas Share labourer
Effects £18.

BRITTON Anthony of Low Close Forcett Yorkshire farmer died 13 October 1893 Probate York 19 January to Mary Ann Britton widow
and Anthony Britton farmer Effects £373 5s.

BRITTON Elizabeth of 115 Gillott-road Edgbaston Birmingham (wife of Thomas Britton) died 5 October 1894 Probate Birmingham
30 November to Emily Frances Woolf (wife of Henry Woolf) Elizabeth Beatrice Britton spinster and William Hillman solicitor’s
clerk Effects £1550 19s. 6d.

o To the end, a cipher -- Emma’s parrot gets more treatment in the Autobiography than
does William (who gave it to her)

o 100 pounds and change: William’s estate is meagre, at best -- working class men who
died in the same year left their heirs more robust estates than William left Emma,
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J The Encyclopedia of Spiritualism

. Not a new idea of Emma’s

o Likely planned as a recycling of previously
published material

o Likely a subscription publishing

o But without Emma’s papers, we will never
know, for sure

Fi6. 29.—Photograph of Mr F. Rice, Greigsville, Livingstone Co., New York State,
U.8.A., with several psychic portraits, showing the udvance made from Mumler's
time. Mr Rice was a friend of the late Mrs Emma Hardinge Britten, The
above was intended for the Encyclopedia of Spiritualism which that lady
propared for publication. ~Mrs Wilkinson, of Stretford, Mrs Dritten’s surviy-
ing sistor, presonted it for this work. I'put it in for her sake. The photo-
graph in credited to Mr Frank Foster.
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FIFTH EDITION.
THE HISTORY OF MODERN AMERICAN

SPIRITUALISM.

A Twenty-Years' Record of the Astounding and Unprecedented
OPEN COMMUNION

BETWEEN

Earth and the World of Spirits.

One Volume, Large Octavo, Silx Hundred Pages.

Nineteen Superb Steel Engravings.
Autographs of Spirits,
Diagram of the Spheres, Executed by Spirits.
Wood-Cuts and Lithographic Plates.
‘The whole splendidly printed, on tinted paper, with extra fine binding.
Price $3.75. Postage 50 cents.
BY EMMA HARDINGE.

The Portraits include admirable likenesses of
CORA L. B. SCOTT, MES. METETER,

THE AUTHOR, DR. NEWTON,
KATE FOX, CHAS. PARTRIDGE,
PROF. HARE, PROF. MAPES,

JUDGE EDMONDS, PROF. BRITTAN,
And many of the most distinguised Pioneers of the Spiritual movement.

The materials for this wonderful work have Dbeen colleeted by the author during ten
years’ travel through thirty-two States, and are drawn from rare M88S., Pamphlets, Journals,
and works now out of print, and inaccessible to any other compiler.

The facts have been sifted and verified with the moat scrupulous eare; accounts of new,
rare, and occult phenomena, are recorded for the first time in print; and no pains, skill,
or research, has been spared to make this book an Encyclopedia of Spiritualism, and a
Standard Work of Reference for the present and all future generations.

Tundreds of notices from the sccular press testify that this is the most * wonderful and
startling book of the age,”” and forms ** the most valuable contribution to Spiritual as well as
historical li ¢ that the ni b century has presented.”

This book can be ordered, or will be found on sale, at the offices of all the Spiritual paperas
and bookatores.

CHIEF AGENTS,

J. M. PEEBLES, ESQ,, AND A, A, WHEELOCK, ESQ.,
47 Prospect Street, Cleveland, Ohio.
BSub-Agents in most towns and cities where Bplritual meetings are held.

Yearbook of Spiritualism, 1871
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° The “Two Worlds” Portrait Album

o Emma featured prominently,
but perhaps not her work - in a
letter to TTW, Emma, treats it as
Wallis’ work

o A wonderful collection of
workers-in-the-field at the time,
without any interest to those
not included, I would guess

o A boundary marking the
decline of the first generations
of Spiritualists, and the
fragmentation of what might
have been an international
movement
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THE «“TWO WORLDS'

. PORTRAIT ALBUM :.

SPIRITUAL MEDIUMS, WORKERS., AND CELEBRITIES,
WITH

BRIEF BIOGRAPHICGAL SKETCHES.

MANCHESTER

Printep ror THE “Two WorLi PuBLisHI Co. Lnwuitep, 18, CORPORATION STREET,

PRESS NOTICES A
IDA BELLIS,

PSYCHOMETRIST.

IDA ELLIS,

PSYCHOMETRIST.

FEE: 2s. 6D. AND 5s G g

Ida Ellis’ full-page advert in the back of
The Two Worlds Album. Ida, her brothers
and her husband were in the business, running a,
correspondence school, among other things.

Ida deserves a biographer. Any takers?

Emma made the world safe for the likes of Ida.

Kent Roap, BLACKPOOL
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o 1895: The School for Prophets

o Proposed in Light in 1895, and widely re-
reported

o Not a new idea for her -- explicitly suggested in
Art Magic

o As it seemed to Emma, the only method of
ensuring orthodoxy, and limiting exposure of the
movement by rogue media

o Associated with “old age homes” for retiring
workers in the field, much along the lines of
Masonic homes being built during this period -- a

topic that must have been on Emma’s mind at the
time

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.

WANTED A COLLEGE FOR MEDIUMS.

Mus. IlarpiNGE DBriTreEN has been appealing to the
Spiritaalists, through the columns of their weekly organ,
for support to found a College for Mediums,  She says :—

The first pro-requisite for this proposed Training Collegais a
commodious hous:, with, if possible, some ground attached, and,
here lot me say, it ean scarcely be doubted that there are some
rich property owners, spiritually inclined enough to devotea
house and linds to the experiment, at least, of the nable purpose
under consideration. The house required ehould be large
enough to accommedate from twelve to twenty young persons
{we will say in the first instavce of the female sex), together
with a good motherly matron or housckeeper, a well-informed
governess competent to teach the scholars various branches of
literature and art {espocially music), and a highly mediumisiic
person who, by sid of experience and study, should be ablas to
organize the circles and devote herszlf, in & manner somewhat
analogous to the ordinary spiritual Lyceum exercises, espocially
to the moral as well as spinitusl culture of the scholars. Besides
these permanent oflicials there should be a council of interested
managers, who should meet at stated periods and aid in draw-
ing up rules and superintending their practical application. At
least three circles should be held each week for the purpose of
unfolding and practising the medinmistic powers of the inmates,
and regular services should be given every Sunday, attended
by such members of the council and their friends as could be
present. The scholars qualified for admission should be persons
endowed with some medinmistic gift, and recomme by, or
kaown to, members of the couacil, who could vouch alike for
their capacity and worth. Whilst it is cssential and right thst
the matron, governess, and mediumistic contreller should be

A house, land, and some endowment, and gifts or subscrip-
tions enough to pay oflic 1als and raaintain the grand experiment,
for at least one year, should surely be ferthcoming from those
whose wealth could meet the demand, and whose knowledgze
must sssure them that their stewardship of that very wealth
will detarmine their happiness or misery when they themselves
become spirits.

The Editor of Light, commenting on this proposal,
Y8 i—

We should be very glad if Mrs. Hardinge Britten’s proposal
for » kind of training schoo! for modiums could be earried out.
Itis only o question of funds. Ta the meantime, wo could quite
casily try a few ** rest homea " of a simple and private Kind.
Are there six wise and kindly families that would give & wel.
come, for a few woeks or more, to young medinms whose
Iriends are vexed at their * gift,”’ and who themselves do not
anderstand it or are half frightened at it?  Wo are persnaded
that in this direction, of private sympathy and guidance, mneh,
very much, good might be done.  In time, this might give us
the steady supply of disciplined medinwms, 30 urgenlly needed.
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o 1898: The republication of Art Magic and Ghost Land : ’
by JR Francis at The Progressive Thinker, as a, E t !“)
premium r a lc

OR MUNDANE, SUB-MUNDANE AND SUPER-MUNDANE
SPIRITISM—A TREATISE IN THREE SECTIONS

o New editions, new type, new titles, new errors --
. . oy . 360 pages in all—descriptive of Art Magic, Spiritism,
Emma’s involvement was marginal, and it is not clear the different orders of spirits in the Universe, known

to be related to or in communication witk man; togeth-

3 3 er with directions for working, controlling and discharg-

that she received any compensation from the new ing spirits, and the uses and abuses, dangers and possi-
g e bilities of Magical Art. There has been for several years
editions a great demand for this work, as high as $25 being paid

for a single copy. Having permission of Mrs. Emma

Hardinge Britten, we republished the work, thus giving

to the many what was only possessed by the few.
Price, $1.50; postage, 15 cents,

Progressive Thinker advertisement

M|
> |
=

The Progressive Thinker excels in everything that pertains to
Spiritualism. It is unique in some respects, is aggressive and al-
ways enterprising and interesting. One can not well keep posted in
Occult and Spiritualistic matters without reading it weekly. The
price at which it furnishes its premium books was never equalled in
this country or Europe. Each year we furnish one book to our sub-
scribers at less than actual cost to us. In pursuing this plan we have
been instrumental in establishing the nucleus of a library in thous-.
ands of homes. The premium books we send out are especially val-
uable in Spiritualistic and Occult Knowledge; in fact they carnnot be
excelled for real intrinsic worth by any other equal number of books
in the libraries of the world. Address all orders to J. R. FRANCIS,

. o .
40 LOOIIIIS bt., Chlcago, 11 Corrupted front cover image of Progressive Thinker
edition of Ghost Land: the rose cross gone, the cipher

A new kind of marketing is taking root in occult circles. garbled
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. The Autobiography (1900)

o Clearly a work-in-progress for
years, out of the famous lost
scrapbooks

° Not clear that it was withheld

until after her death (or that
there was any reason for
withholding it)

o Very uneven, as autobiography

J Speaks explicitly and implicitly
of a huge body of primary
material “behind it” that other
people (James Robertson for
example) saw as well

o Fails to list either Art Magic or
Ghost Land on the title page,
amongst her other publications
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MEMORIAL EDITION.

IMPORTANT ANNO DNOEﬂIENT

The Autoblography of
Mrs. Emma Hardinde Britten.

WRITTEN BY HERBELF.

This thriliingly interesiing work is now ready
for the Press. Tobe published by subzeription.
Handsomely Bound in Cloth.

PRICE TO SUBSCRIBERS, 4s. od.
Postage F'ree.

After publication the pries will be 5a.

Send your orders al onee, so that the book
may be igsued immediately. Direct all leiters
and make all remittances payable to

MRS. M. WILKINSON,
2, WinrFigLp TEerrAcE, 473, CrEsteR RoaAp,

MANCHESTER.
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o The Autobiography has 21 chapters

o Chapter 1 covers 1823-1855

° 2-17 cover 1855-1865

. 18 covers 1865-67

. 19 covers 1867-1872

. 20 covers the Australian tour,
largely the resuscitation of the

Hatch scandal

o 21 covers New Zealand, the trip
home, Joey (10 paragraphs), and
William’s death (1 paragraph)

o Is this authorial intent, or an indication
of where she was stopped, by her death?
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AUTOBIOGRAPHY

P

EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN

AUTHOR OF

CC ) Jira
1d ¢ Blectric F
t "s 4 The e
s e

I v Rel 1 I

EDITED AND PUBLISHED BY MRS, MARGARET WILKINSON
(MER BISTER AND SOLE SURVIVING RELATIVE)
WinrieLp TERrACE, OLp TRAFVFORD, MANCHESTER,

JOHN HEYWOOD,
DrANSGATE AND RipoEFIELD, MANCHESTRI,
20 & 30, SHOE LANE, LONDON, E.C,

1900

Entered at Stationers’ Hall.)

Where is The Two Worlds? Art Magic? Ghost Land?

“Religion, Theology, Social Science and Reform”
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Module 12

What EHB Believed,
And What She Left Us




Yes, but what did she actually
believe?




What EHB Believed

o Emma was a propagandist, and proud of
it

o She was on the side of Gorgias, rather

than Socrates -- she pleaded her client’s
case, using all means at her disposal

. And she was always aware of the fact
that there was an audience, that she was

“on stage”

J And that the past is always present

o She didn’t tell whoppers, but she did
prevaricate, shape, and elide

. Knowing what was “in her heart,” as we
like to say, at any time, is impossible,
without her papers (and perhaps
impossible with her papers)

MRs. EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEN.

Emma and Joey
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What EHB Believed

Her core beliefs -- or at least the themes she returned to, again and again, from different
angles and with different degrees of precision -- are encapsulated in Six Lectures, Art
Magic and Faiths, Facts & Frauds

The Creed of the Spirits is Emma, regardless of its origin

Her political principals are embodied in the Home for Outcast Women, the School for
Prophets, and her overtly political writings

o Incremental reform, enlightened self-interest, private philanthropy --> perfectibility

She did believe in the existence of a lost wisdom tradition, but she could not follow its
threads back in historical time -- because she was insufficiently well-educated (and, when

she relied on secondary sources, she paid the price, in public, for doing so)

She was all about replacing what she saw as a repressive, destructive Christian tradition
with a new religion, premised on the survival of personality after death, and perfectibility
-- a scientific (as she saw it) faith
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What EHB Left Us

o Her body of work is probably interesting mostly for how it was used by those who came
after her

o Including, but not limited to, Burgoyne & Davidson and the HBofL.
o What she means, to modernity, is of course highly personal, but, for me:

o She was a lone intelligent de-classed female

o Making her (economic and emotional) way on the frontiers of knowledge and
capitalism, advocating for marginal discourses

o At a time of great, systemic change in Anglo-American culture

o And she found herself, with other strong, smart women, leading an international
movement -- a new religion

o New Thought, New Occult, New Age -- she and her peers carved the channel that

allowed the emptying of the river of the occult into the sea of modern culture --
theoretically, mechanically, structurally

The Emma Hardinge Britten Archive: www.ehbritten.org. All rights reserved.
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What EHB Left Us

o The supernatural has become natural,
commonplace perhaps (Podmore)

o “Spiritual, but not religious” is a
legitimate denomination

o Much of what Emma, believed --
“magnetism and psychology” in the
main -- survive in our cultural
discourse and in our own individual
world-views - we just use different
terminology

o Science has compromised anyone’s
ability to claim, as Emma did, the
hard, high ground of “facts,” but we
are all, to some extent, her children...
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WASHINGTON - Nearly half of Americans report having
conservative Protestants more likely than religious libera
to a survey recently published in a new book.
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Dr. Rodney Stark, distinguished
professor of the social science and co-
director of the Institute for Studies of
Religion at Baylor University, speaks at
the press conference for the release of
wave two of the Baylor Religion Survey
on Thursday, Sept. 18, 2008 in
Washington, D.C.
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Where Spiritualism
is concerned,
we are...Victorians.

Coda,

I open my mouth for the dumb; and let it be recollected, that
I write in defence of youth and old age, of female delicacy, mod-
esty, and tenderness, not only of man and of manhood—surren-
dered up in weakness to indecent exposure, disgusting outrage, or
uncalled for violence—that I write for the few who are objects of
suspicion and alarm,—to society, who too much engrossed in busi-
ness or in pleasure to exercise reflection, are equally capable of
treating these objects of their dread and insolence, with lunatic
cruelty, and the insanest mismanagement; being deprived, like
them, of understanding, by exaggerated and unreasonable fear,
but not like them by illness, of the guilt of their misconduct. The
subject to which I direct attention, is also one on which, my read-
ers, according to man’s wont, the wisest of you are hasty to decide
in action, or to hazard an opinion in proportion even to your
ignorance.

In the name of humanity, then, in the name of modesty, in
the name of wisdom, I intreat you to place yourselves in the posi-
tion of those whose sufferings I describe, before you attempt to
discuss what course is to be pursued towards them. Feel for them;
try to defend them. Be their friends,—argue not hostilely. Feeling
the ignorance to be in one sense real, which 2ll of you confess on
your lips, listen to one who can instruct you. Bring the ears and
the minds of children, children as you are, or pretend to be, in
knowledge—not believing without questioning, but questioning
that you may believe.

John Thomas Perceval (1803-1876), from Perceval’s Narrative (ed. Gregory Bateson)
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