f

e b L

j— .- L — - - —- — — - - - rer

NEW PUBULICATIONS.

MODERN AMERICAN SPIRITUALISM: A
TWIENTY YEARS' RECORD OF THE COM-
MUNION BETWEEN EARTH AND THE
WOILLLD Ol SPIRITS., By IoA ITARDINGE.
Now-York: Published by tho author, No. 229 Kast
Sixtieth-street. Trado supplied by tho Amorican
Nows Company. 1870,

The question of “ Spiritualism?” is not sot-
tled yet. We mean, it should be explained,
tho gquestion of the origin of the phenomena
of Spiritualism, and would not for an instant
be understood to suggest as a moot point the
independent existence of the soul. A short
time ago we published, in a lotter from our
London Correspondent, an account of somo
astonishing occurrences that had recently
taken place in that city, and which wero
attosted by many persons of high character
and sociul distinetion. These witnesses
avouchod, among other things, that they had
soen & human being float about in tho air
above their heads, pass out of one window of
the room in which the séance was held, and
return by another, the windows being at
a great height from the ground. This and
other surprising statomeounts were confirmed
by cvidence such as would, we suppose, be
accopted as conclusive m a Court of law.
Thoe particular feat thus described is not
new, as most readers are aware. It has
boou repeatedly performed, the world has
been assured, not only by many East Indian
jugglers, but by seyeral famous mediums—
or rather, as wo are expected to helieve—by
the spirits controlling those mediums. Tho
point to which we wish primarily to direct
attention is the cnmulative testimony that
is offered regarding this performanco at the
samo time.

Were we permitted to consider the volume

before us as the veritable work of Mrs,
Exya HARDINGE, wo should say that sho
was a lady of imperfect education, some
cleverness and a fine capacity for self-delu-
sion. The fact of its being, ostensibly at
least, the work of the spirits fortunately
saves us from the onus of these or other un-
gallant reflections. Weo therefore do not
hesitate to say that as a mere literary pro-
duction Modern American Spiritualism is quito
unworthy of the attention now incidentally
bestowed upon it. The work is selected from-
among many others on similar topics that
have lately appoared, simply because it con-
tains aceounts of & great number of alleged
phenomena, .supported by what, 1u ref-
crence to any othor subject, would be
generally accepted as indisputable evidence.
When the floating phenomena were seen or
attestod in London, Mrs. HARDINGE'S vol-
ume now before us, and containing numer-
ous corroborative descripfions, was passing
through the press at Now-York, The lady
statcs in her dedication, which, by the way,
is in honor of the spirits, that it was by their
direction her book was undertaken, If we
understand her, she professes that its pages
have been inspired by these invisible guides.
This being the case, we cannot but regret
their deficiency in literary skill, and es-
pecially in the art of codrdination. Her
pages would have been more convincing, o
say nothing of their being more readable,
had the spirits made use of the matcrial at
their disposal in a workmanlike man-
ner. The main thing, however,is tho nature
of the material itself, This we find to be in
great part declarations from numbers of peo-
ple of all grades of intelligence, age and so-
cial position, and strongly confirmatory of
what are termed spiritual phenomena, the
floating in the air achievement being among
the most conspicuous and the most strongly
attested. In other words, a great many indi-
viduals, Iiving, intelligent and accessible,
bear public witness to numerous violations
of the laws of gravity and other infractions
of known physical principles, such as in can-
dor might be pronounced scarcoly loss amaz-
ing than the Christian miracles themselves.
The testimony thus simultaneously brought
to public attention—coming from Euglish-
nien of title and aristocratic associations in
the Bast, and in many cases from humble
Amcrican farmers in the West—is frequent-
ly almost identical in character. As
rogards the astounding suspension of
human hodies in the air it is precisely so.
Accounts that scem to us to bear strong
marks of trustworthiness are thoso coming
from Hon. Cnianrrus CaTHCART, of Indiana,
who, originally sceptical, beeame by investi-
gation a firm believer in Spiritualism. A
son of his, 1t appears, has often been carried
about in the air by the spirvits. The follow-
ing statement, written by Mr. CATHCART
gome years ago—indeed, most of the matter
relating to him, and published by Mrs, Han-
DINGE, refers to dates prior to 1860—affords
some indication of the views of an educated
investigator councerning the ‘*‘manifesta-
tions ¥

My reading has been quite oxtensive, and so
has my acquaintance with Spiritualists, medi-
ums, &c., but I am guite satisfied that no ration-
al explapation has yet boon offsred by which we
can understand the mode or forces through
whteh the spirits produce the plenomena we
witness., Ihave been a elose student of miaterial
philosophy, and have acquired readiness and
some skill in the experiments uecossary to the
understanding of the laws governing the action
of what scientists call the “natural forces,”
but I am perfectly at o loss when [ attempt to
concoeive how these “ spiritual manifestations
are caused.

1 do mnot, however, for a moment doubt but
that they are governed by laws as tived and per-
manont as those of gravitation, and only require
that the conditions necessary to their manifesta-
tion should he observed, when, as in the case of
the breaking of the stem of aun apple, the inevit-
abla manifesiation of its full oceurs.
~ Youmay judge of the imbeeility of scepticism
in this country, when I 8ay to you that the two
followmg vropositions have long been made pub-
lig without acceptance : Iivst, that any intelii-
gent persons putting up $100, I will cover it with
31,000, and that they can havo full opportunity
by lighting up the room, &e:, to prove whether
these manifestations are made by fradulent
meaus. In case of such proof, I pledge mysell
to give my &1,000 in charity ;: on the contrary,
aiter full and fair trial, their £100 is to go to the
poor. Second, IThave long ago offered publicly, o
reward of §500 for the ovidence of fraud on the
part of those sittiug in my hall, with the ad-
vantage of special sessions to be held for the in-
vestigation, and though hundreds upon hun-
dveds, from the flrst inen of the country to tho
. least, bave besn here, the scepticism ‘of none of
them has becu strong enough to wduce them to
make the effort to pocket the $5C0. S

Another offer was mmade to tho c¢itizens of La-
porte, nawmely, that they should put up $2,000,
which I wonild cover with a like sum; that a
drwn should be suspended from the ceiling of
{he Court House, out of reach from the fluor;
that the Poston Cirele would siy in the room,
manacled; and that if the drum was not beaten,
the 82,000 put up by their friends should be dis-
pensed in charity; but thatif it was, the other
§2,000 should be disposed of in like manner;
every means possible to be taken by locks,
guards, &e., to prevent imposthion. The scephr-
cistn of a town of 6,000 people was not stroug
anough to visxk a donation of $2,000 to their own
poor. Yours truly,

CHARLES W, CATHCART,

It is alike remarkable and unfortunate
that most attempts at investigation on the
critical or inceredulous side should have been
go uniformly unsuccessful. If these things
are true, why cannot their truth be demon-
strated? is the natural inquiry heard on
evory side. The need for faith as a prelim-
inary to satisfactory demonstrations is often
suggested by belicvers, hut this is surely
illogical and absurd. Who can believe in
advance what he proposes to test? So far as
probable-looking testimony goes, Mrs. Har-
DINGE has collected an imposing array of it,
and the stories from Eneland are certainly
staggering, An examination, however, by a
body of competent, and, if possible, unpreju-
diced scientists who should be mamed by
high, perhaps even by governmental author-
ity, seems ‘tous g thing much to be desired.
T4 18 plain that the matter cannot be laughed
down. There ave too many grave, mature
and educated believers in it. But if it be
4rue that Spiritualism is & prolific source of
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good that something like a judicial invegti-
gation should be made by persons in whom
the community would have confidence, and
the result of whose woll-considered delib-
erations would have something like por-
manont authority. An attempt at such an
investigation was made sixteen years ago.
A memorial signed by 15,000 persons was pre-
sented to Congress, praying that such a com-

auspices. This unique petition was hoaded
by the signatures of a United States Sena-
tor and the Governor of a State, and there
were included those of a good many dis-
tinguished persons. Genoral SHIELDS pre-
sented the document in a speech to
which the Spiritualists took sharp excop-
tion. Te said, among other things, *“I make
it o rule tp present any petition to
the Senate which is respectful in its
terms; but, having discharged this duty, I
may be pormitted to say that the preva-
lence of this delusion at this age of the
world among any considerable portion of our
citizens must originate, in my opinion, in a
defective system of education, or in a partial
derangement of the mental faculties, pro-
duced by a diseased condition of the physi-
cal organization. I cannot, therefore, be-
licve that it exists to the oxtont indicated in
this petiticn.” It is not strange that the
merornal was laid on thetable, but it is per-
haps o mty that it was so disposed of. If
Spiritualism was, or is, a delusion, a public:
demonstration of the fact, clear to every
comprehension and open as tho mnoonday
should do good rather than harm. If, on
the other hand, Spiritualism is what its ad-
vocates claim, it is difficult to see why that
also should not as freely and plainly bemade
known. Buckrr’s aphorism, quoted by

18 forcible and no doubt true; but that it
disposes of the whole subject of Spiritualism
is open fo serious doubt, General SHIELDS
and many others predicted that this new
science, or religion, or superstition would
soon disappear. The violence with which
tho disease raged was typiocal of its short
life, and it would wvanish as suddenly as it
had arisen. Being a delusion 1t could
not possibly stand the tests to which it.
would be universally subjected. Its
prophets might have honor for a time but
would quickly sink into oblivion.

Now what is the actual stato of the caso?
Sixteen yoars have rolled away, and we hear
to-day far more of Spiritualism and its phe-
nomona than we heard in April, 1854, whon
the National Intelligencer roported that at the
idea of roferring such a thing to a commis-
sion of inquiry the Senate was convulsed
with laughter, in which General SuiELDS—
who appoars to have taken up the project in
all seriousness, but to havo been moved as
men are apt to be from his purpose by sur-
rounding ridicule—heartily joined. To-day
one can scarcely go into any society in town
or country, in the thickly populated and
gducated East or tho more scattorod and
nomadie West, in the drawing rooms of Lon-
don, Paris or New-York or the homely farm-
houses of the prairie, without hearing ot
“manifestations” and “ tests” and “sé-
auces” and conversions. Hardly a nowspa-
per but contains some narrative of wonders
which may he laughed at—but are not ox-
plained.

Almost every day we hear of poople who
scoffed at such things a short time ago, but
have had some experience which leads them
to admit ¢ there must be something in it.”
It is worthy of special note, too, that whore-
as in the infancy of the movement, belief in
the supernatural or non-physical origin of
the phenomena was chiefly confined to igno-
rant or imperfectly educated vorsons, it 1s
now ontertained by somo of the most dis-
tinguished people of their time in politics,
in literature, in arf, and even in science.
We must remember, likewise, - that this
growth of Spiritualism, this interest in, or
acceptance of it, has gono on in the face of
unremitting ridicule, of countless ‘ expo-
sures,” of interminable explanafions of the
way in which tho phenomena are produced,
and so on. If Spirttualism be roally and to-
tally a bumbug, it is truly amazing, despite
Buckre's simmart antithesis, that in this nine-
teenth century the world is so slow to ox-
plode it. Truly, there is something in this
more that natural if philosophy could but
find it out.

These obgervations, wo again caution the
reader, are intended to apply exelusively to
the phenomena. We have no idea of consid-
ering Spiritualism as a religion. Were all
that is claimed of it capable of mathematical
demonstration, and so formulated or co-
ordinated as to be susceptible of docomatie
oxpression, it would then, to our mind, be
soon enough to survey the matter from this
aspect. We seck merely to enforce this
proposition: That the time during whiech the
phenomena of what 18 ealled Spiritualisin
have occupied human attention and bafiled
human scrutiny, and the number of highly
intelligent, earnest and truth-loving porsons
who have been led, by investigating, to ac-
cept these phenomena as something not to
be accounted for by previously known physi-
cal laws, warrant our opening statement
that the Spiritual question is not vet settled.
Consequently when abook is presented, like
the one before us, which embracos in
its nearly 600 octavo pages the accumulated
testimony of aformidable body of witnesses,
many of whom are obviously intellizent and
instructed, and most of whom can be called
upon at any time to repeat their evidenco,
wo believe it to be worthy of a hearing.
Mrs. HARDINGE gives us almost innumerable
narratives, and some very particular ones, of
the extraordinary manifestations that dur-
ing the last twenby years have been ocea-

insanity, 1t surely is immportant to the 'pii__bzlliq':

mission of inquiry should sit underlegislative

Genoral Sarerps, “ The credulity of dupos is
as inexhanstibleas the invention of knaves.”

sionally heard of through the Press or in so-
ciety. Rappings and tippings, the moving of
furniture without hands, floating in the air,
and even the visible appearance of spirits
are recorded in her pages with a minuteness
of detail and a profuseness of corroboration
not to our knowledge to be found elsewhere,
The book is, on the other hand, frequently
turgid instyle and defective m logic, and
attributes to the spirits in some iustances
opinions and expressions that can hard-
ly fail to excite prejudice against
the whole system, A similar objection
must be made to the professions of certain
individuals whose powers Mrs. HARDINGE
appears to have boen beguiled into advertis-
ing in a manner open to misconstruction, It
is unfavorable to the encouragement of in-
telligent investigation that the public should
be asked to accept as a component of the
gpiritual system such statemonts as the fol-
lowing. Tho writer is a physician, and re-
lates his astounding experience to theauthor

in these terms:

Afrs. Emma Hardinge: . -

Drar FRIEND : In my former letter T omitted
to relate a few ficts to demonstrate the truth of
the power of healing and 1nfluencing persons at
a distance. -

While healing 1n Syracuse, N.Y., a stranger
who had just been cured asked me if I would go
to Fulton, N. Y., and cure his wife, who had been
bedridden for over three years, and unable to sit
up during that time. X told im that I could
cure hef without secing her, as well as to go
there; and taking his right hand d 8aid: “ Keep
your thought upon your wife; I will give her a
shock like an eleetric hattery, and with it her
discase will instantly leave; she will arise por-
fectly woll, droas hersclf, call o witness and note
tha nreclsg time. then walk out-dants.  Whaon
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you arrive home she will meet you at the door,

and sayv, * NATHAN, I am well now.” That 18
your uan’}a?” (1 YOB”’ aald he’“ my na!me 13
NATHAN RowLEY.” - I had uever seen bim buta
few moments and never heard s namo befor_e. I
called it. This was on Tuesday. Ileotured-in
Oswego the next Sunday, when Mrs. ROWLEY
appearcd in the audience and cameé upon the
platform and related the wonder of her cure;
said she never heard of healing at a distance be-.
fore; that she received a powerful shock, and
felt that she was cured ; she arose, noted the day
and hour, and called a woman to witness what
appeared to hor a miracle.

Thiis cure took place precisely at the same timo
that I eliminated the mflucuce through her.
liushand, and every word that was told him was
verifled by her. She came eleven miles to make
a public statement of the facts, unsolicited.

Another case of intorest: Mr. GEORGE VINER,
of Galliopolis, Ohio, came with garments of in-
valids to have them cured, although several
hundred miles distant., I eliminated a shock to
each separately, willing their discase to depart,
He then said, ¢ I have another friond sick,’a con-
sumptive, a Dr, Burior, but I have no gar
ment.” I told him I counld cure just as woll with-
out it, and taking his hand said, © Ile 18 walling
on the street now: he will feel a powerful shock
this instant, and be perfectly cured, and farther,
ho will see o man’s hand.” At the game timo I
s%r%tched forth my own hand and looked steadily
atb it,

After a lapse of time sufficient to hear the
result I had a letter from Mr, VINER, stating
that each ono had folt the shoclk, and that all
wero benefited or cured; that e had also scon
Dr. ELL1oT, who was very grateful for his curc;
that he was walking on the street when he felt
the shoek, and that he distinctly saw tho hand,
but could not account for the vision.

Anotber, Mr. CHARLES E. PERRY, who, I De-
lieve, is at present Umted States Mimster to
New-Granada. Mr, PErRRY resided at Albany at
the tine. His only child was taken with dyscn-
tery. He said to his wife, ¢ Our child ¢an he
saved if we can reach Newport and seoe Dr, NEw-
TON.” 'They started, but on arriving at Worees-
ter the child was 8o low they gave up nearvly all
hope, and could go no further with it. But Mr.
Prrry started for Newport alone, to got mo to
£0 to Worcester. Reaching my house at ahout
10 o’clock P, M,, and making lus errand known, 1
told nm I could cura the child better under tho
circumstances than if present. Takiug hishand, -
I said, * Your child is curced, and will this mo-
ment burst into a langh ; and when you get to
Worcester you will ind your enld running about
the house as well as ever,” which he did, to his
surprise, tho next day ; and on inquiring of Mrs,
PERRY as to the cauae of thus marvelous ¢hange,
she stated that at a few minutes after 10 o’clock
last ovening the chiid suddoenly laughed and was
entirety well from that momont.

I could relate from mewory multitwdes of simi-
lar results of my daily practice in tins way
moreover, be assured, what 1 do, others can do.

It may be claimed that theso stories are no
more incredible than others more strictly
“spiritual;” but they will so appear to most
readers, if only for the, to say the lcast, equiv-
ocal purpose of their insertion. Many who,
in the interest of truth and for the sake of
humanity, might usefully investigate, are
deterred by representations like this, which,
to all appearance, boar unmistakably tho
mark of the charlatan. The same may be
said of the conuection of Spirvitualism with
other social movemeonts or freaks of the day,
the association with which may bo neither
necessary nor logical, but which, by tho
foreo of accidental circuumstances, lowors the
phenomona, mediums and the whole cognato
machinery in the estimation of numbers
of thoughtful, sensitive and rightminded
peoplo. In spite of these drawbacks,
howoever, thore secems to us enough weight
in the whole of tho foregoing considerations
to justify the most thorongh examination
on the part of competent inquirers that time
and situation will permit. There is nothing
like getting at the truth, whatever that
truth may be. It is not in the nature of man
ot this opoch—and especially of the rostless,
busy, all-inquisitive American—to leave
any thing unexplained that is imperfectly
understood and that it lies in humanity to
ponetrate and make clear. The puzzling
doubt remains whether what is called Spirit-
ualism is of the number of such things, or
whether it's place be among thoe mysteries
which it is not intended by Providence that
man shall fathom. |

TIIE FORTIETIL CONGRESS OF THE UNITED
STATES, Ilistoricul and Biographical, Dy WiL.
LiaM I, BARNEs, author of the * History of the
Thirty-ninth Congress.” With Dortraits on stecl
by GEORGE . PERINE. 2 vols. GEORGE L. PERINE,
Now-York, 1809, :

“These volumes delineate the men compos-
ing the greatest logislative body in the world,
No similar assembly is conyened {rom such
oxtended territory, represents so groat a con-
gtituency, or possesses powers so immense as
the Congress of the United States.” Inter-
ing upon his task in an appreciative frame
of mind, clearly betokoned by this
his prefatory statement, we have no
doubt our Congressmen and their friends
will find Mr., Baryes’ volumes very
much to their taste. The biographies are
illustrated by portraits, many of which are
decidedly good, and there is altogether a
look of conscientious labor about the work
which should not fail to meet adequate ap-
prociation. Trustworthy aceounts of tho
men who make up the National Congress
must be interesting and important to great
numbers of their contemporaries, so that
this series is pretty certain to be successful,
and there is every indication that the author
has done everything in his power to make
it 50.

CHRIST AND THE CHURCH. Lectures delivered

in St. Anp’s Churceh, Eighth.stieet, daring tho

season of Advent, 1869, Dy Rey, TIOMAS 85, PRES.

'é‘lca} New-York: ‘'he Catholic Publieation So.

he author has been led to the publication
of these lectures by the hope that Protest-
ants might read what they are unlikely to
hear, and hocome convinced of the authority
and truth of the Roman Catholie Church.
There is nothing specially new or strikingin
the presentation of the topics treated, which
are: ‘“The Plan of Redemption;” “The Of-
fice of Jesus Christ:” “ The Office and Nature
of the Christian Church;” “The Catholic
Church and the Churceh of Josus Christ,” and

“Protestantism a Falso Gospel”  The

arguments to prove the Roman Cath-
olic Church to be the true Church
are the same as have been urged |

with varying success in the past history of
religious controversy, and the argument
against Protestantism has little beside the
evident sincerity and earnestness of the
author to challenge attention. The author’s
reasons for characterising ** Profestantisin a
false gospel” may be gathered from his own
words ;: * Protestantism began first by deny-
ing the effects of Christ’s redemption ; thence
it ascended to assail the atoning character
of his death; thence the step “was easy to
dethrone the God-man and spoil him of his
divinity, * * * Al positive. faith has
crumbled to pieces, until indifferentism and
a low materialism are characteristics of
modern thought., Philanthropy and natural
kindness are the types of that which is
greatost and most sublime in the populax
creed.” The book, although controversial,
is without arrogance or bitterness, and in
somo of its passages exhibits an eloquence
born of sincerity and fervor, which reminds

~ the reader of the Fathers of the Church.
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