ON_AND AFTER DECEMBER 30, 1887, PRICE ONE:PENNY.

THE Two WoRLDS

A JOURNAL DEVOTED TO

SPIRITUALISM, O0CGULT SCIENCE, ETHICS, RELIGION AND REFORM.

I\n (‘——Vor, I.

CONTENTS

The Rostrum .., ceea. 81 Christmas Dayv.................... S8
PPocin - My lehtm 1 I’lnldmg veo. 84 Spiritualism, Trath, :md Demon-

Spirit Voices: or, Who bpnlu. ci.. 85 ology .89
‘The Bramford Ghost | R\ Passing Events ... ... ... ........ {0
An Overland Sketch .............. 86 Chironicle of Socictary Work .0l
When will the Wonders Cease” ... 86 Sunday Services ... ... A {5 |
A Brave and True Minister . . 87 Prospective \rrmgununtq S L3
The Cranks ... . ... .. o ST Correspondence .. LR
Reviews ..o o L., ) Rules for the Spirit Circle ........ ¥

THE LAST OF THE MERLINITES:

A Cunistvas EvE NARRATIVE

Founded on fact, and compiled by Exxta HArDINGE BrITTEN.
[ALL RIGHTS RESERVED.]

Ix o remote district of the North of England, in the wildest
part. of the border, hill, and glen conutry, there existed,
nearly a century ago, a small sect of religionists of a strange,
cloomy, and fanatical character.  They were but little
known, amnd arose and disappeared like the phantoms of a
fleeting dream ; but the memory of their brief term of
existence is rescued from oblivion by the researches of a
few still-living of their
whom, together with certain local traditions which attach

the

descendants order, from one
to the scenes of their transient sphere of influcnce,
following items of history are gathered up.

The ¢“ Merlinites” derived their name from their founder,
Mr. Reuben Merling a man of wealth and poesition, who
first beearne distinguished by establishing a club, of which
he was te ruling spirit,
tion by the same title as that of the sect,

We shall speak of this associa-
namecly, the
«“Merlinites,” the real sobriguet by which the said club
chose to announce itself, being «ne not tolerable to cars
polite, and giving rise in the peculiar sphore of its influence
to the now familiar proverh, so specially applicable to Mr,
Merlin’s two opposite movements, namely, ‘“that the
foundations of heaven are laid in hell.”

One thing is certain, that whereas the motto of the club
was ¢ Women, wine, and wickedness,” their acts of outrace,
aimless mischicf, and daring licentiousness fully justified the
worst appellation that could be bestowed upon them, and
rendered their association the terror and abhorrence of every
scene in which they were known,

One of the most orthodox practices of these human fiends
was to cclebrate Christmas Kve by a mock solemnity, which
they called o wedding, wherein the bridegroom was one of
their own number, whilst the bride was to be one of the
/-mn])le——“g/oun(/, Sfair, virtwons, and wacilling”-—the latter
clause, of course, rendering it absolute that she should be
abducted from her home. at the
weekly meeting of the Merlinites which preceded a certain
(‘hristimas Eve, when the next nuptials of infamy were to be
celebrated.  The society, which met periodically at the

houses of the different members, wére in session at the

Our narrative commences
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© grace the scene of her honourable fnitiation

e ————

require the presentiation of a fuir bride;
~ young 1s only natural, considering that most of our society

- are Iacking in the element of youth themselves—that she
of
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s]:lcndid residence of Reuben Merlin. The wine and wassail
had done their work,

ushton, the worst and most unscrupulous of their

and the party had already elected
tufus
number, to procure the wetim who was to make sport for
them on the ensuing Christmas Fve.

To the clamorous demand for information touching the
bride clect of the new orgie, Rufus Rushton maintained a
contemptuous silence.  He was a young man of noble family,
with the stamp of intellect and geuius on his bhrow ; but the
iron of early dissipation had puassed its hot fingers across his
worn face, and the once lofty inspiration of a crushed soul
looked out from the wreck himself had made, like the light
which shone throngh Milton’s ““archangel ruined.”

“Tell us her name, where she lives, who she is to be.
If you expect us to help you, you must uncover your game,
Master Rufus!” shouted the revellers in noisy chorus.

“T ncither ask nor require your help, gentlemen,” coolly
*“my conquests are my o, and I generally
single-handed.  The rules of our order
that she should be

replied the rake;
ficht my battles

should be wnwilling is only worthy the illustrious name we

hear.  Fear not, gentlemen ; Madam Rushton shall not dis-

L2

“ By Heaven, he is chaffing us!” cried the ficree founder
of the club; “but we will know who the dama is, and that
without crossing swords ecither, Master Rufus,” he added
more mildly, as he noted the dangerous flash of the young
man's eyc ; then, rising, he whispered to one of the grooms
in attendance, and continued—*“ We will have rare sport,
too, comrades. We have here an old blind beggar, the
most notable prophet that ever ficured out of Jerusalem.
without cves than any of uy
Jacoub, and he

He sees more of the future
could do with telescopes.  Bring him here,
will tell us who Rufus Rushton’s fair onc is, and something
of her after-life to boot.”

“« Plind Sandy !” eried one of the club. ¢ By all the
saints, Reuben, you had better introduce Beelzebub, our
ma.ter, amongst That old Gospel Shop, Sandy, will
prophesy nothing but evil about such choice spirits as ns.’

 Never mind!” cried the master of the house. ¢ Evil
we are, and to the evil we must all go.  What matters it,
whether Blind Sandy or Reuben Merlin tells you so.”

As he spoke, a tall old man came feeling his way into
the room. He was thin and meagre; his dress was poor
but scrupnlously clean, and the number of neat patches it
bore, evinced the work of some tender and ciareful woman’s
hand. A little shagey dog, almost as threadbare aud lean
as his master, led him forward by a string, while a little
busket at his neck hespoke the calling of the Llind beggar.

«(Come, old Sandy ! cried the rough master, * give us
a touch of your conjuring craft. We want to know what
you see hereabouts of consequence to this noble company.”
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«“« What do I sce, sir 7” meekly responded the beggar,
raising his sightless orbs towards the speaker, *“alas, I sce
no sun, no moon, no stars —all is dark, dark for ever!”

‘““ Here, can ye see that, old Simcon?” chuckled one of
the company, holding up a shilling before the beggar, who
mechanically reached out his hand to take it, while the
other, winking to the rest, jerked it away, remarking, “ The
old trader is no such fool after all-—fecling is as good
believing as seeing, any day.”

““ You shall have half-a-crown, and all the bounes the
hounds can't pick,” interrupted the master, “if you can tell
us the name of Rufus Rushton’s new leman.”

The young man, thus unceremoniously alluded to, moved
restlessly in his seat, but kept silence, while the helpless
mendicant, kuowing, by Dbitter experience, the ruthless
nature of his tormentors, turned deprecatingly from one to
the other, as they reiterated taunting offers and dangerous
threats, in the hope of inducing him to exercisc a gift for
which he was highly famed, namely, that of *second sight.”
In vain the poor creature declared the visions which occa-
sionally unclosed his prophctic lips were beyond his cwn
control ; the fierce revellers became the more determined as
their victim manifested his impotency to gratify them. At
length Rufus Rushton contemptuously advised them to
“For,” added he, ‘“he has nover

gend the impostor away.
yet been known to prophesy aught but evil, and that is why
what he says comes true.”

It seemed as if tho sound of Rushton’s voice had broken
the spell that held the prophetic lips cnchained.  Raising
hig sightless eyes to heaven, and crecting his thin bent form
with a force and dignity that held his listeners awe-struck,
he said in a deep impressive tone, ‘I stand within an
ancient castle’s hall. I hear the loud tempest roar, the
thunder crash, the livid lightning speecds its awlul flight !
There’s bouny work within that ancient fane ! There’s mirth,
and revelry, and wassail loud. A dainty wedding, too, is
forward now, and only waits the coming of the bride.

“ List to the tolling of the castle bell! It booms the
death of night! Slowly and sad the midnight hour proclaims
another day is dead —another born; and woc are they who
gee ity mournful birth! But stay! who are the revellers!?
Wait! T'll count.  For every hour that tolls I see a face,
bearing some well-known name.
gibbering ape, in gown and cassock, takes the place of priest.
An open book and wedding ring he holds, and all stand read y
ghe comes! Room for

An altar there is raised ; o

wniting for tho bride. She comes!
the wretched dove, with broken pinions, ruffled plumes, and
soiled ! Behold her dragged along by vassal hands, to play
her part enforced in this foul scene! O God, why beats my
heart ! My feeble knees, why do they bend and totter 'neath
My eyeballs are on fire! O, how they
burn! I'm blind agan! I'm blind! Ah me!
O God ! in merey, one short moment more suspend the doom,

my weight!?
all'y dark !

and let me see her fuce !
“It may not be; the night has fullen indeed;
And yet, what

the
curtain’s down, the pageant 1s played out.
means that mighty rush of waters sounding in mine cars !
Hark to thosc shricks! They’re raised by thirteen Tost and
dying creatures.  Twelve deserve their fate, but she, the
innocent, the gniltless, save, oh save her !
The castle clock tolls one ! It is its death knell,
the requiem note of thirteen, perished victims, and lo! ity
I'lhirust forth

from the awe-struck yet indignant group, the heggar groped

"Ts all in vain!
It sounds

iron toncue is now forever hushed !'” .

his .way from the place of guilt, murmuring a prayer to
Heaven to blesy and save his own ewe lamb, his child, his
fair and gentle daughter frony the hands of those remorscless
spoilers,

“T will show you how to cheat the wizard and his proplicey
of evil,” eried Renben Merlin, loug alter thoe begaio had been
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¢“ A1l assemble Zere on Christmas
Do not even

expelled from the door.
eve; come by the road, and avoid the river.
cross the ford above Brooke’s Mill.  Don’t go near Rufus's
old Castle above all things,; and do you, Rushton, bring your
bride along, with help or without, as it pleases you; only
swear, one and all, on Christmas eve, onc hour before mid
night, to be in this very place, and we'll set defiance to flood
and fire, thouch old Sandy, old Ocean, and Beelzebub himself
were thundering at our gates. Do you swear?”

“We swear, living or dead, we, thirteen Merlinites, wnll
meet in this place at half-past eleven o’clock, December 2-1th,
17—

The winds sung a wild and mournful requiem ; the pelting
storm descended in heavy gusts, and the genius of desolation
swept with the icy scimitar of the bitter north wind the half-
savace mountain region in which the dwelling of Reuben
Merlin was situated, when, two days before the Christmas
eve on which thz orgies of the Merlinites were to be celebrated,
at five o’clock on the day of a storm long, long remembered
in that wild region, the old blind beggar, Sandy, stood in
the porch of Mr. Merlin’s door, claiming admittance and
demanding an interview with the master. Storm-beaten and
dripping in every rag with the pelting rain as he was, there
was something in the tone of the beguar which, combined
with his fearsome reputation as o prophet, overawed the
frembling scrvants, and compelled them to lead him to the
master’s presence.

Arrived there, however, and suddenly confronted with the
haughty owner of the house, his fortitude and unnatural
strength forsook him, and sinking on his knees in an agony
of tears and grief terrible to witness, old Sandy implored the
master, in broken terms and with choking sobs, to give him
back his danghter.

Had the blind suppliant been able to note the eftect of
his words on his auditor, he would at once have acquitted
him of any participation in the cause of his grief, so
agtonished and affected did Merlin appear to be at the
nature of the appeal

At length he succeeded in raising the uunhappy begerar,
and in kind and earnest tones besought him to give him an
account of the loss he thus deplored. Then it was, amidst
heavy sighs, and in accents choked by sobs, that the men-
dicant explained his case.  He had, it secems, one only
child, a Dlossom of summer beauty, the only stay of broken
fortunes and ruined hopes, the prop of his age, the sun of
his waning life.  So beautiful was this solitary ewe lamb,
that the old man, terrified at the thought of subjecting her
to the rude glances of a sensuous world, had secluded her
in a remote hut, and actually went forth to beg their daily
ply his art ay a ballad singer, rather than
Ho told how she wove

bread, and
expose his gem to the eves of men.
baskets, which he sold; how ceraftily she knit and spun;
and above all, how, with her fairy footfull and joyous laugh,
“her sound” went forth in his little hut like the echoes from
n world of angels. e told, too, how on the fatal night,
when he had appeared with the dark mantle of prophecy
thrown around him, the hour being late anl the night
stormy, he had sought shelter in an adjoining barn, and
returned to his hut the next day to find it empty ; hour
after hour he had waited to hear the sound of Marian’s
approach, but he waite'l in vain,  The hearth was cold, the
embers extinguished—the light of the place had gone out.
The wild winds bore no whisper from his lost one; and
thongh his trembling feet and groping hands had gone over
every inch of hig little dwelling, and scoured every bush or
hollow in tho district, he could feel no trace of his Marian,
He had shouted her name notil his parched throat refused
its oflice; then, recalling in wild agony the vision of the

veiled female whom he had seen but could not recoenize in
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the prophetic picture of Rufus Rushton’s unhallowerl bridal,
the dreadful conviction forced itself upon his mind that his
kidnapped child was to he a partner in the shameful
Christmas rites he had described.

Long aud carnest was the conversation that ensued
between the broken-hearted father and the strangely-moved
fonnder of the Merlin Club.  As they parted, it was with
these words from the now changed master of the house—

“ I have sworn to you, old man, and I will keep my oath,
Your wrongs in this matter shall be my own.”

“ Living or dead; the twelve men of our ovder are
pledged both soul and body to meet with me in this place
on Christmas Eve. A mock bridal is to be performed by the
terms of our compact.  The lot has fallen on Rufus Rushton
The bride we have sworn shall be a
And

should T fined vonr Marian is the vietim of this foul compaet,

to be the croom.

maiden, pure as light, voung, fair, end wnweilling.

thoueh Rufus Rushton were the father who gave e life, or
the brother who shared it with me, T would tear her from
his arms and give her back to vou a stainless virgin.”

IFrom the time when the blind begwar quitted the man-
sion in which he had so suddenly converted his worst enemy
into his best friend, up to within one hour of the appointed
Christmas Fve tryst, o storm, unprecedented in foree and
desolating cllecty raged in that distiict.  Drooklets were con-
verted into torrents, mountain streamns into roaring cataracts,
the long streteh of ocean beach and sands was obliterated,
and beneath the heaving billows which lashed the rugged
rocks of that iron-bound coast, Iay wrecked villages; ruined
houses fringing the shore Tine, which, with many of their
hapless inhabitants, had heen swept away in the awful night
which withessed the culminating force of the elemental
conflict,

It was whilst the tempest withont still raged, amidst the
crash of the pealing thunder, and the deafening roar of the
tossing occan, on the very verge of which Merlin’s mansion
stood, that the master emerged from the solitude, in which
he had buried himself for the past twenty-four hours, to
attend the appointed place of meeting with his club. Tt was
not the rule of the association for the host to reccive hiy
guests, or appear amongst them until the hour of midnight.
A secret door, kuown to all, at every house of meeting, led to
their club room ; and thus cach member arrived without
question, and awaited in profound silenee the coming of the
host to open the mecting,

Tt was at twelve o'clock to the second, that Reuben Merlin,
with a ind colder and more tremulous than he bad ever
before experienced, touched the secrct spring of the door
which led to the apartments devoted to the use of the clnb.
These rooms were spacious and  handsome, and for the
purposes of the profane wedding ceremony, were fitted up as
a chapel.  This apartment in Merlin's house was splendid
beyond any other; and as he entered the room, his eyes for
a moment becaune almost dazzled with the blaze of the
innumerable wax lights which shone nupon and around the
mock altior,

At the grand banqueting tabley eleven of his companions
were seated in profound silence. By the side of the altar,
fitted up in imitation of a Catholic chapel, stood Rufus
Rushton ;: and stretched upon the steps lay what appeared
to be o human figure, but so enveloped in a mass of white
drapery that Merlin could not distinguish whether the person
thus concealed were living or dead. The most remarkable
part of the scene was the cffeet which Merlin found actine
upon himself the moment hie entered the hall,
the company moved or spoke s they did not even turn their
hoads or stir at bis entrance.  They sat and Tooked rigid as
statues, with the spell as of an enchanter’s wand chaining
them,  But apart from the stiange immobility of the scene,

Morlin felt a powerful and almost tangible vapouravising, he

Not one of

knew not from whence or how, curdling his own vitality, and

Iocking up his senses in the same rigidity which he beheld
around him. How long he stood in this fixed condition he
never knew: he was accustomed to say if it were but a
minute, there was no such thing as time, for the experiences
of a whole life were crowded into the period in which he
stood. Beyond this, too, his acute sight took cognizance of
a new and still more remarkable feature in the scene. As
his cyes traversed the assembled company, he read on cach
face the entire character, life, actions—ay, even thoughts and
motives —of each man’s most secret soul. There was the
rude fox-hunting squire, whose evergreen coat and huge top-
boots seemed to cover up such a world of hearty, convivial
cood humour.  Why did he now recognize hini to be a bully,
A coward, a tyranl, and a liar? The graceful, courteous
aristocrat next to him, whose polished words and courtly
siniles won for him the “open sesame” to cvery heart—why
did he now behold in him only a fawning hypocrite, and a
time-serving pander to the ruling powers?

I'rom face to face his awe-struck gaze wandered, only to
behiold i cvery moveless feature the same awful and mys-
terious  transtizuration. Physical beauty converted into
revolting corruption; splendid form and apparel shrank
and faded, every erace gone, and vice, loathsome crime, and
hideous moral deformity gleaming forth from every stony
face, once the object of his admiration and friendship! Tt
was in the midst of what scemed to him a dream cither of
the wildest insanity or unutterable horror, that he was
startled from his rigid trance-like condition by a chorus of
Roused 1n an instant
by sounds so appalling, Merlin's first impulse was to rush from
the hall to ascertain what had happened.

wild) prolonged and terrible shrieks.

In the gallery
withonut, he found a crowd of his terrified domestics, who,
shocked by the same unearthly cries, were rushing to the
place of mecting, fearing that some terrible catastrophe had
befadlen their master.  Finding that the appalling sounds
were not to be explained withont the hall of assembly, Merlin
hastened to re-enter ity but only to discover that every light
was extinguished and the place in total darkness.

Yet even amidst the incessant flashes of the lightning,
which streamed in at the uncurtained windows, he perceived
that the room was entirely deserted by its late tenants.
Bridegsroom, bride, revellers, all were gone ! and he stood in
the vast apartinent solitary and alone!

To stunmon the servants, vrocure lights, and search the
house in every direction was the work of the night, and the
cold dawn of a desolate and still stormy day found the
parplexed inhabitanty wholly at a loss to comprehend the
The steward testified to
having lighted up the hall with his own hands-—to having

o
heard the footsteps of eleven persons passing up the secret

myvstery of the preceding night.

stairs which led to the hall from the door of entrance with-
out—to hearing the last person lock the door and pass into
the hall.

It Merlin conld have conceived the appearance of his
cuests to have been hut a mere conception of his fancey, the
evidence of the steward touching the lighting of the hall,
the disturbance of the chairs-~which were removed from
their formal positions, seattercd, and some overturned, as if a
number of persons had been suddenly displaced from them—
the fact that the door of entrance, which his own hand had
unlocked at eleven o’clock, was now found locked inside, and
abave all, the appearance of twelve crosses in chalk, recently
made in the aceustomed places, all bore testimony to the
presence of some mystery, beyond the capacity of Merlin
It was in the midst of their
fruitless search and vain surmises that a man appeaved

or his household to solve.

before the master, jaded and travel-worn, alleging as the

' reason why hie had not delivered a letter, of which he was the

hearer, the previons day, that the floods had risen with such
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force that cvery part of the country was under water, and
he himself had barely escaped with his life.

The letter, which was from Rufus Rushton, bore date of
the previous morning, and ran as follows :(—

““ Brother Fiend, Greceting.

“The Mecrlinites are all here at my poor mansion of
Lueciferian reputation. The floods are rising so rapidly on
all sides that we, in solemn council of Pandemonium, have
decrecd that it is better that onc member of our illustrious
order should perish, than that the whole thirtcen should be
cast into the waters; hence we invite you to come to us,
for lLere, and here only, shall we abide, and here shall we
celebrate our annual ceremony—the altar is prepared ; the
victim is already bound to its horns; nothing then remains
but that the Master Fiend should join us at the appointed
hour. Come as ye list; ride, swim, float, or sink, according
to your humour; but, living or dead, do you meet with us
this night at 12 p.m.
here ; if dead, we will join you there according to the terms
of our oath.

“Done at our poor ruin, velept Rushton Castle, this
morning at the tenth hour of December 2 {th, 17—.7

With a shout which rang through the hall -« Ride, ride

If we are living we will await yvou

for your lives; Gabriel, Thomas, Martin, follow me ! 7--the
master sprang on his horse and dashed forward on his
perilous road.

and river, across fords now swelled to cataracts, plunged

Through brake aud fence, throngh torrent
the headlong rider. At length the swelling floods, entively
destroying the Iandmarks which had once guided his way,
compelled him to halt; and partly by offers of large rewards,
aud partly by desperate threats, he succeeded in wrging
some fislitrmen to embark with him in a boat, and make an
It

was a large, solitary mansion, situated on the sea shore, and

effort to reach by sea the dwelling of Rufus Rushton.

surrounded by a tract of flat, marshy L.

For the rest of that weary day and nizht did the rowers
ply their oars; and still, when the morning dawned, Reuben
Merlin gazed over a trackless waste of waters.

“Pause here, my men!” cried Merlin; “we must have

missed the spot. See there! By Heavens! there is the
identical castle rock, and the lichthouse which shows we are
at the very place; but in the name of Heaven, what has
become of the castle and all its inhabitants 7" “If you mean
Rushton Castle, sir,” replied one of the boatmen, “we are
now sailing just above where it once stood.  As to the people
that lived there -—Heaven alone knows their fate ; but there,
on the village at Craig’s Head, they say that on Christmuas-
Eve, Just at twelve by the church clock, there rang out over
gea and land the awfullest cry that ever broke from human
lips ; if —the Lord save us!'—they were human that uttered
it—oh, sir! may it not have been Master Rushton drowning,
with all his Christmas-Fve party1”

“Doubtless, doubtless ;"

listener.

murmured  the shuddering
“It must have been so; and that was the ccho
of their death wail T and iny people heard from the far-off
regions to which their souls have sped.”

“And so, livny or dead, they kept their word, and met
with me on Christmas-Lre, at widnight !” Living or dead !
Perhaps both !—*“dead, et living.!” . . . Many weceks
after this occurrence, and after the subsidence of the waters,
two bodier, the only human vestiges of Rufus Rushton’s last
carouse, were found.  The one was an old silver-haired man,
whose tattered garments were supposed to bear testimony
to the identity of blind S .ndy. the beggar,  Clasped tightly
to his breast, and still encircled in the arms of the del,
was o female, clothed in white gurments; hut the sullen
waters which had formed her winding sheet had laved away
cvery trace of what might have been once fair and lovely
nnd left no proofs, heyond surmise, that it wes Marian, the

beautiful fairy of the glen, whom few had sien except in

stolen glaneces ; around whom husy tongnes had enwreathed
legends of mystery, from the fame of her beauty, the faict of
her strange scclusion, and her relationship to the dreaded
prophet, Blind Sandy.

Many years after these events, Mr. Merlin reappeared
in the neighbourhood from foreign lands, where he had been
wandering in pursuit of the lore which old India, IEgypt,

and Germany alone could give him. The records of ““ The

Merlin Club,” almost its very memory, had passed away in
the depths of the fearful floods which had ingulfed all its
members but this one, and in him, the stern and gloomy
agcetic—tho scholar of strange systems and unknown lands—
none would have ever recognised its founder, until he formed
that link of connection between the past and the present,
known as the stern, ascetie, and short-lived secct of the

“Nerlinites.”
,_+_.__. - e -

MY CHRISTMAS PUDDING, OR THE SCHOOLDBOY'S
DRIEAM.

IasTeN, all ! T tell what happened on the night of Christmas Day,
After I'd been cating pudding in a very reckless way.

Just as Christmas Day was dyving, as T on my bed was Iving,
When to slumber I was trying, when I'd just begun to snore,

I hecame aware of something rolling on my chamber floor—

Of a mo=t mvsterious rumbling, rolling on my chamber floor,

Only this and nothing more !

Partly waking, partly sleeping, all my flesh with horror creeping,
[ could hear it tumbling, leaping, rolling on my chamber tloor ;
Underneath the bedclothes sinking, I betook myself to thinking
If it might not be a kitten that had entered at the door ;
“Yes," sand I “it i3 a kitten, entered av the open door,
This 1t 13 and nothing more.”

Presently my heart prew stronger ; hesitating then no longer,

“ Cat,” raid I, ““or kitten, kindly stop that rolling on the Hoor.”

Jut 1t was most irritating, for the sound was unabating,

On my nerves for ever grating was the rolling on the tloor

Till at lIast I cried in anguish, “ Stop that rolling, 1 implore ;"
And a voice said, “ Nevermore.”

This convinced me of my error, up I rose in greatest terror,
(‘ertain that "twas not a kitten that had spoken just before ;
Then into the darkness peering, shivering, wondering, doubting,
fearing,
I could dimly see a pudding roliing on wy chamber tloor
I could see a big plam pudding rolling on my c¢hainber Hoor ;
May [ see it nevermore !

From its mouth a vapor steaming, while its fiery eves were gleaming,
Gleaming ftiercely bright, and seeming tixedly to sean me o'er ;
Soon it rolled and rumbled nearer, and its aim becoming clearer,
I could gee that it intended jumping higher than the floor ;
Yes, it jnmped upon my chest, and when in pain I gave a roar,

All 1t said was, ** Nevermore."

Though my back was nearly broken, this reply, so strangely spoken,
Scemed to me to be a token that it wished for something more ;
So my thoughts in words expressing, T began my sins confessing,
Saving I had eaten pudding many a time in davs of vore,
But although I'd eaten pudding many a time in days of yore,

I wonld eat it nevermore.

Still in spite of my confessing, that plam padding kept on pressing,
Pressing with its weight tremendous ever on my hosom’s core,
Till I cried, ““0), monster mighty, in my work I'm often flighty,
But, if you will now forgive me, I'll work hard at classic lore ;
At the end of thix vacation I'll work hard at classie lore

Quoth the pudding, “ Nevermore.”

“De that word our sign of parting, pudding '
upstarting,
“ Get thee back—get oft my stomach, roll again upon the loor !
Thus I struggled, loudly screaming, till T found [ had Leen dreaming,
Dreaming like a famous poet once had dremnt in days of yore ;
But although "twas like the poet’s dream he dreamt in days of yore,
May I dream it nevermore !

then T shrieked,

AN, without the protection of a superior heing, is sceure

of nothing that he cnjoys, and uncertain of cverything that
he hopes for.—7%lotson.

Lairrie Trivas.—Springs are little things, It they are
sources of large streams; aw helm is a lttle thing, but it
governs the course of a ship; a bridie is a little thing, hut,
we know its use and power; nails pegs ave little things,
but they hold the parts of a large building together ; a \\'u;d,
nlook, a smile, are little things, but powerful for good or

evil. - Think of this, and mind the little things,  DPay that
little deht. If it i a promise, redeem it ; yon know not what
miportant events mdy  hang upen it Keep yvour word

sicred ; keep it to the children—they will mark it sooner than
anyone else, and the effect will probably he ns Insting as hife,
Mind little things,
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SPIRIT VOICES: OR, WHO SPOKE?

Ix an unfortunate moment, four or five years ago, I bought
a pony and trap. DPerhaps some of your readers may wonder
where is the misfortunc in Dbecoming possessed of a
horse. T will explain. T soon found to my sorrow that
cood living and little work developes the “devil ” in a horse
quite as soon as the same thing will do in a man; and 1
had not owned *IFanny” very loug before she became so
wicked that it was dangerous to go near her, and often have
I had to yoke up and drive ten or fifteen miles on a cold
day to take the cvil spirit out of her. One morning, at the
time of which I write, I reccived a notice to attend as a
witness, and give evidence at a lawsuit that was to be tried
at Preston. As Fanoy had not been working for some days,
she had become almost unmanageable, so I determined
would drive to Preston, mstead of going by train.

[ got the pony and trap ready, and set them to stand at
the yard door nutil T was rcady to start on my journey,
Aftor seeing that everything was in order, 1 was just step-
ping into the trap, when I heard some one speak, and as the
voice was clear, distinet, and sounded close to me, T turned
To my surprise there was no one
The words spoken were as follows: “DPut
I looked all about to find the
speaker, but there was no one to be found.

routd to see who spoke.

about. some

string into your pocket !
I then ran into
the street to seeif some passer-by had uttered the words, but
there was no one within 150 yards of whero I stood. T went
into the house and told my wife what had occurred, when
she said, “ Welly a piece of string 1s no great weight, I would
take some if I were in your place.” T accordingly put o few
yards of stout cord in my pocket and commenced the
journey. [ arrived in Preston, and put up at the Duog
1otel, and after giving the ostler instructions about feeding
The triul

lasted all day, and was not concluded until after evening.

the horse, I made my way to the Court-house,

The gentleman on whose behalf I had gone ns a witness bad
ordered tea for us at the “ Dog” and we, therefore, were
engaged until almost nine o’clock, when T prepared for home,
Fanny was yoked to the trap, and after a cheery good night
to my friends away we went,

I had driven about four miles, when Fanny suddenly
stopped, and neither for coaxing nor flogging would she
move another inch ; the more [ tried to drive her the more
stupid she secemed to hecome, and at last, I suppose out of
perverseness, she backed me and the trap into the hedge on the
road side. T now thought it was time to see what was the
matter, so [ jumped out, went to the pony and tried to lead
her, thinkine she had scen something of which she was
afraid.  On takinge hold of the bridle T noticed that when
she pulled, the collar went in a peculiar position, vne side up
andd the other down, 1 therefore took out one of the Lumps
andd examined it, To my surprise, I found that one of the
traces by which she pulled the trap was broken off from the
metal rine that should sccure it to the collar, consequently
the pouy could not pull the trap at all. The imperative
necessity for the string T had put in my pocket immediately
became apparent, and the strange command fo put the string
in my pocket seemed to have been given by some one who
knew the exact condition of the traces. I immediately set
about making a new trace with the cord T had with me,
and it was not many minutes before Fanny was off at a good
As a spiritualist, 1
can cive my idea us to how the-information to take the string

smart trot and soon landed me home,

came, ad inrelating the circumstance to my doubting friends
[ often put the question 1 now put to your readers—Wuo

R. WoOLSTENHOLME,
Blackburn.

sPOKE?

—_—— T se = =
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" The truo lawgiver always takes conusel of his heart us
woll as of his head,

THE BRAMFORD GHOST.

WiTHIN the last few weeks the utmost excitement has pre-
vailed throughout Sutfolk, in consequence of a rumour that
there was a haunted house at Bramford, in which disturbances
of the most harassing and unaccountable kind were pre-
cceding. The house, which is inhabited by a Mrs. Parker
and her two children, both under twelve yoars of age, hus
been visited of late by doctors, lawyers, and hosts of wonder-
scckers,

About a fortnight ago onc of the members of the local
police having visited the place, and threatened the two little
children with condign punishment unless they confessed to
being the authors of the disturbances;—this official pro-

cecded forthwith to announce that the whole thing was a
hoax, and attributable to the two children.

This tale, however, has not ouly been denied twice hy
the children, but proved beyond a shadow of a doubt to
have been only a “confession” forced from them through
fear of punishment,

Quite recently, vigorous and systematic methods of
investigating the real truth of the reports have been
pursued, and some of the results have been published in tho
East Anglinn Daily Times of December 8th, from which we
make the following extracts :—

““ From the comparatively harmless ¢ knocking ’ stage, the
spirit, or the psychic force, or whatever it is, has gone on to
what is technically called levitation—that is to say, chairs
and other solid bodies move about the house of their own
accord, and on one memorable washing day the house was
turned inside out by some invisible agency. These extra-
ordinary phenomena  have been witnessed by scores of
residents in Bramford and the neighbourhood.

““Then came the rumour that the ghost had manifested
itsclf at Stowmarket, and whatever may be the outcome of
this singular business; the story of what took place there is
most remarkable.  Let it be understood that Mrs, Parker
has a sister at Stowmarket who is married to a respectable
working man named Jeffrey.  He is in the cmploy of
Messrs, Hewitt & (fo., who give him the very highest character
for sobriety and truthfulness.  Hearing of his sister-in-law’s
troubles, he invited the little girl Ellen to stay at his house,
thinking that & change would do the child good. She came
on Monday week, and what happened during her visit is best
told in the words of Mr. Jeffrey himself.

“tTho girl came to my house (he said) on the Monday.
My wife and two boys, and my wife’s mother hive with me,
and the little Parker slept. with the last-named; who is of
course her grandmother,  During Monday and Tuesday
nothing unusual happencd.  On Wednesday evening, how-
ever, my wife went to chapel, and when T was at the back of
the house, the girl came to me and said that some boys were
knocking at the door. T had left her seated at a table in the
inner room writing a letter. [ went back with her, feeling
certain that nobody had been to the door, and then I heard
a peculiar knocking---on the table, in the walls, and all
around.  The iuner door, which nobody could have reached
from the outside, was apparently struck with great violence—
just one blow only. At that moment the girl was seated at
some distance from the door, with her back toit.  When my
wifo came home that night, she heard the knocks—in fact,
we all heard them, the sounds going on around the girl asg
she went upstairs to bed. On that day, however, the knocking
was all we heard.  But when Thursiday night came, things
begran to look serious.  The girl went to bed in good time
with her grandmother, and directly she got upstairs, different
articles in the room began to move about. I heard the
noise, and went upstairs.  As I entered the room the wash-
stand, which stood near the door, fell over against me, and
would have piteched on to the floor had T not pushed it back,
A chest containing linen—the whole being so heavy that the
girl could not have moved it—had been shifted about the
floor, the hot water bottle was taken out of the bed and
thrown against the wall, and the brush and comb had also
been shifted from one place to another. I told the girl to
get into bed.  When she had done so, I went into the reom
acain, and then I caw the things moving myself. By the side

i of the wall there was un iron bedstend which I had not put.

up. That was duncing uyp und dewn an the floox; then tha.
washstund was thrown over, and the heavy chest again moved.
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All this time the girl was in bed. There was more or less
disturbance during the night; it was more than we could
stand, and next morning my wife took the girl home.’

““This was, 1n brief, the account heard from the lips of
Mr. Jeffrey himself. The narrative is not, as in most cases
of a similar character, removed in the third or fourth degrce
from the actual observer. ¢People may kelieve me or not,’
Mr. Jeffrey said in conclusion, ‘I can only bear witness to
what I actually saw.” Under the circumstances, therefore,
the sceptical enquirer must cither disbelieve Mr. Jeffrey or
admit that there may be something in the phenomena called
spiritualism.  Upon the first point, it can only be said that
Mr. Jeffrey’s absolute veracity is avouched by his frank
manner no less than by his high character. Tt has been said
that the ghosts have fallen off a good deal now that people
are becoming more sober; but no suspicion attaches to Mr.
Jeffrey in this respect, for he is a teetotaller.

‘“ People who are inclined to believe in the psychical
clement, to use that phrase for want of a better, are much
impressed with the extraordinary resemblance which the
Bramford story bears to other well-authenticated phenomena
roughly classified under the head of spiritualism. . . .

“ Having seen Mr. Jefirey, it was thought that any inquiry
would Dbe incomplete without an interview with the
“medinm ” herself. In the cvening, therefore, on the way
back from Stowmarket, a visit was paid to Mrs. Parker’s
housc—a small tenement situate nearly opposite the Augel
Inn, and not by any means casy to discover on a dark
winter's night, for Bramford Street must be the worst-lighted
thoroughfare in all Saffolk, The door was opened by
Thomas Farrington-—Mrs. Parker’s grown-up son by a
former husband—and the good lady herself was engaged in
washing up the tea things. Ellen (the ‘medium’) sat by
the fireside with her brother, their ages being ecleven and
nine years respectively.  The girl may be called rather gocd-
looking ; but she seemed nervous and frightened, and an
old-fashioned arrangement of the hair, combed low down on
the forcliend, gave a somewhat sullen expression to a face
otherwise intelligent enough. She hag, in fact, passed the
fth Standard at school.  Asked whether she had anything
to do with the knockings and so forth, she burst into tears,
and was rather severely reprimanded by her mother. To all
the questions put, she would only reply ¢ Yes, sir,” and ¢ No,
sir,’ as the case might be.  Mrs. Parker, however, and the
crown-up son were very communicative.  They told a most
astounding story, of having had all the furniture in the
house upset until they were afraid to stop indoors; of extra.
ordinary noises outside the windows and doors, of lovse
bricks actually following the girl abont the house. ¢ As God
is my witness,” said the woman, I have seen things rise
from the ecarth of their own accord, and follow my little wirl
to the door.  That kettle hag often heen shifted from
one heb to the other, and the other eveninge this ba-in,’
pointing to the big bowl on the table, ©was lifted off here
and placed on the ground.  We have seen sights in this
house which we would give anything to have found out.” On
the washing-day before referred to, the furniture would not
stand upright ; a table in one of the bedrooms was thrown
down «o many times that it was broken ; and on several
occasions the knives and forks flew out of the cupboard and
fell on the floor.

“These arc only a few among the many instances allegeed
of the work of some malevolent influence.  Mrs. Parker
and the little girl were both asked whether anything could
be done to set the spirit moving there and then 5 wonld the
table turn if the touched it, for example? The woman shook
her head, and said that these things mizht happen ot any
moment, but that they could not control them in any way,
Pressed as to what their explanation was, hoth the son and
Mrs Parker expressed a profound conviction that the child
and their furniture were bewitched by somebody who had a
spite agninst them.  They had tried burning the furniture,
a table, chair, and even a kettle having been committed to
the flames, ¢ but it’s of no nse,” the woman added, ¢ for that,
new kettle goes nhout just the same.””

Much more of the same effeet was described, but without.
affording any further cluc to the mystery, than the proba-
bility that these manifestations, like many others, of which
we are now constantly receiving tidings, are fresh efforts on
the part.of spirits to reawaken the world's attention to
such facts as formerly heralded in the modern spiritnal
1novement,

AN OVERLAND SKETCH.

I raN across a little fellow cleven or twelve years old, pale
and licht-haired, in Northern Colorado, who was herding
shzep. He was lying by a large rock reading a badly-worn
aper-covered book while the sheep grazed in the valley
Lelow.

“Don’t you get lonesome out here?” T asked.

“Yes, I get pretty lonesome sometimes. 1 read a good
deal when the sheep don’t need any ‘tending’ to, but that
makes me all the lonesomer sometimes.”

“What are you reading now 1"

“<(ireat Expectations.” Ever read it1”

““Yes.”

“ Charles Dickens wrote it, you know. I don't Wlicve
there are many folks ‘round here that ever read Dickens
much, or any other books, cither. They mostly scem to like
the Polize Gazette. 1 s’posc the pictures are all right in that,
but I don’t think much o’ the readin’. T found this upstairs
in an old trunk. [ only hegun it yesterday, an’ I got it
more’n half done.  T'll finish it to-morrow.  Some days |
don’t have anything to read, an’ then I lay and look up at
the sky an’ think.  An’ lotg o times when I'm "way oft hy"
myself an’ the sheep are off a Jittle ways an’ there ain’t no
noise but just a little wind blowin’ throngh the tall grass |
can hear music which sounds as if it was playvin’ 'way off
somewhcere solemn and sweet-like. | heard it onee when I
went past a church on Sunday when pa took me to Denver
with him. T hear it oftencer since my little brother died—I
guess it's ‘cos I'moalone so much more sinee he went away,
i used to think it was the wind blowin” throneh the crass
that I heard, but it ain’t, ’eos sometimes [ hear it when the
wind amn’t blowin’, an’ lots o' times [ can’t hear it when it
is—I Tike to listen to it if it does make me feel sort o sorry
an’ sad like.  It's 'way off somewhere ever so far, an’ kder
rises an’ falls; an’ rinegs; an’ trembles; an’ it most always
makes me cry to listen to it but 1 like it if it does, an’
there ain't anybody to see me ’eept the sheep; an’ when |
have to get up an’ o an’ tend to them T feel hetter after
all.” -~ Dalota Liell Man, in Clicago T'ribune.,

— e ——tl— L
WIHEN WILL THE WONDERS CEASE)?

New manifestations of spivit power, presence, and dnterest
are constantly being broucht to licht, often unconscionsiy by
those who record them, as i the followine from a \'il‘;_.:’illi.:l
paper, which astonishes the editor; hut to us is only one of
many such blessed signs of the dawning of o new era for
mortals - -

“Winnie Corrvan.”—This interestine vl remarkable
little blind boy—-¢“the child pianist™- only two vears and
mne months old, has been on exhibition i this pliace for
several davs, This child is not exotie, hut is o e flowey
which sprung indigenously fron the soil of Vireini, Dot
parents bemge Virgintans, and the ehild being bhorn also in
Virginey, he s o Virginian mfus ol in culte,

The remarkable performanees o this little Blind chilil
yvet on the confines of bubvhood, have excited the wortrder,
admiration, and astonishiment of all who have witnessed
them, particulavly of professors ad  teachers of music, who
are hetter qualified to appreciate them,  He plays accoms-
paniments to tunes which he never heard before.  As soon
as a tune is played or sung to him he playvs the aceompaniiment,
as if by mtuition. e is not taught, of conrse, for a child
of his nge, and blind, too, conld not he tausht,
| He s the most remarkable psyvehical .In'm]i;__ry e the world,
We suppose that there has not been an instance before in all
tho tide of time in which a chilid of his age was able to per-
form as ho does.  Ho plays with fingers, wrists, and clbows,
holding his arms transversely ncross the kevs,  Iis mannoer
of exceution is as unique as it is remarkable and wonderful,
—=Staunton Spectutor,

- L [

The Wintun Indians of the Sacramento Valley believe
in throe workls, and that cach has itg peculinn elass ;.l"
inhabitants. The sky is smoke, while to the mijority  of
In.(llnllH it i3 ice, and o fow think it quartz crystal, Monn-
taing were made by the burrowing of the mole wod, Light
and durkness are maiden poddesses.  Rocks andi)thor in.—Tni-

miate t]l!l.lg_{S were once ”]mn;_r', and some rocks now live and
speak, this being the Wintun explanation of echoes. Whirl.

winids are little Bpirits sceking water to drink,

: . Divouses are
cinsed by mvthical anioals,



A

T T VTGRS e W

December 23, 1887.]

THE TWO

WORLDS. 87

A BRAVE AND TRUE MINISTER OIF CHRIST.

“ Let justice be done, though the heavens fall” is a senti-
ment which the Editor of this paper will ever uphold, and in
proof thereof, whilst justice compels us, on many occasions,
to protest against the errors and fallacies of Church systems,
that same spirit of justice requires that at this period, in
expecial, the following noble sentences from a Christian
mintster's sermon, which wo only regret we cannot report in
full, should be printed in letters of gold and distributed
hroadeast through the Lid.—Ed. 7' 17,

THE REV, F, W, PAUL ON THE PRIZE RING.

The Rev. T". W. Panl, vicar of Emmanuel Church, Not-
tingham, yesterday morning announced that he had no text
to take because he was about to preach upon a subject on
which it would be merely a matter of form to sclect a text.
He proceeded at once to refer to the revival of prize fizhting
in thig country, as shown by the numerous challenges pub-
lished in all the so-called respectable newspapers, daily and
wecklyy except those specially religions.  We had also the
spectacle of a Prince of the blood royal one day laying the
forndation stone of a house of God; amd another day shaking
hands with a professional prize fizhter, who had avowedly
come over to this country to break the law. The Rereree
had positively announced that the Prince of Wales was the
author of the revival of prize fichting, but if it were so he
thousht the Prince mizht well say ““Nave me from my
friends.” . Viarions reasons had heen assigned for the canse
of this revival, but he attribnted it mainly to the press and
to the publicans who made profit from the encouravement
of bratal pastimes.  He hool readd the aceount in the leading
Nottingham newspaper of o fight which had recentlv taken
place i Ameriea, and o more diseraceful thing he had never

heard of. Tt was said that prize Hehts were intended to
restore  the  waning  bulldoo pluck  of  Englishmen, but
the history of most prize-fights were really  displays of

cowardice.  Yet the leading Nottinghaon newspaper® pub-
lished sitle by side with the reports of innocent sports, such as
foot hall and footaaeine, and the contests of Chureeh institintes,
cowhist, the less of that the better, bagatelle, bhilliods,
dominoes, and sueh sports—the  revolting
cnconmnters between these brasers, It was put under the
headine of “ Sporting News,” and not one word of comment

wis made to show any disapproval of i, Such papers
silentlv approved of those practices. What humbug it was
tor them to hold up their hands with horror when Mr,

Gladstone sadd @ Remember Mitchellstown, " and tor themselves
to encournce the breaking of the liw in this way,  He was
determined to protest against such practices, as he considered
it the duty of the Chorelr to do so, and he would not be fit
for his p-».;itinn if he did not. He for himself would have no
report of any harvest festival, lecture, or entertaimnent, or
any deadme article supporting his chureh published by
newspaper which displaved so much cowardice. He siad to
them, = You have no part or lot in thos matter. Youware on
the devil's sile, and T will have nothing to do with you.”
Rather than the Chnrel should recerve the support of such
orcans, he said et it be disestablished, Tet the Chureh co,
aml he would wo with it, and take lodgings in Narrow-
marsh before he would he holstered up by such wretchedly
cownrdly newspapers as these. - Nottinghane Eveniny  Post,
December 19th, IS8T,

All honour to the Rev. . W, Paul, and the paper which
dares to publish his noble utterances. |

The knowledge of truth) which is the presence of it, and
the helief of trath, which is the enjoyment of it— this is the
sovercign good of huwman nature.- -facon.

Tne Goon Tiwe, Now !—The editor of the (Newbury-
porty Talley Visitor exclaims from out the depths of an
Hluminat:d vision @ “There never before was so much of
heauty and use and good in the world as to-day, and to-
morrow  will he mueli more abundant,  Men’s power and
means of investigation were never before so great, and carth
ar heaven never so open to study. Lament 1 Rather rejoice
that we were horn so Late i the new revointions of matter
atd mind 5 in the new carth which s fresh every day ;5 in
the new birth of the good and true; in the new heavens
opened 3 and in God himself apparently nearer to us—more
wise, more merciful, more loving than he cver before
revenled himeselt to any age, race, or gonerntinn of men.”

aceounts  of

THE CRANKS.

WaHAT would we do were it not for the cranks? How slowly
the tired old world would move, did not the cranks keep it
rushing along!  Columbus wag a crank on the subject of
American discovery and circumnavigation, and at last he
met the fat: of most cranks, was thrown into prison, and
died in poverty and disgrace. Greatly venerated now! Oh,
ves.  Harvey was a crank on the circulation of the blood ;
Galileo was an astronomical crank ; Fulton was a crank on
the subject of steam navigation ; Morse was a telegraph
crank. All the old abolitionists were cranks. The Pilgrim
FFathers were cranks ; John Bunyan was a erank ; and any
man who doesn’t think as you do is a crank. And by the
by, the erank you despise will have his nwme in every man’s
mouth, and a half-completed monument to his memory
crumbling down in a dozen cities, while nobody outside of
vour native village wi'l know that you ever lived.  Deal
gently with the crank.  Of course some cranks are crankier
than others; but do you be very slow to sncer at a man
because he only knows one thing and vou can't understand
him. A erank is a thing that turns something, it makes the
wheels go around, it insures progress.  True, it turns the
same wheel all the time, and it can’t do anything else, but
that’s what keeps the ship going ahead. The thing that
voes in for variety, or versatility, that changes its position a
hundred times a day, that is no crank ; that is the weather-
vane,  What?  You nevoertheless thank heaven you are not
acerank ! Don’t do that,  Maybe -you couldn’t be a crank
if vou would.  Heayen 1s not very particular when it wants
a weather-vane ; alimost any man will do for that. But when
it wants a crank it looks very carefully for the best man in
the community. Before you thank heaven that you are not
a crank, examine yourself carefully, and see what is the great
deficiency that debars you from such an clection.

REVIEWS.
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“From Over THE ToMmn"”

Printed by Jas. Burng, 15, Southampton Row, High
Holborn, London,
Tnis beautiful and unique httle volume purports to be a geries
of communications from a husband in the spheres to  his wife on
cnrth, the recipient. being herself the medium, ind the publisher
of the work. In the vast range of our =spiritual literature it
would be difheult to find a more tender, 1nstructive, and truly
practical  formula of a religious life, and a living religion, than
it contained in the hundred pages included in this valuable little
Lroclore,  Inosimple and natural language the whole duty of life i3 set
forth, the relations of the creature to the Creator clearly depicted, and
all the vagaries and mysticisms of creedal faiths swept away, and a pure,
(‘hrist-like, and thoroughly human life worship substituted in their
place. [t would be unwise to point to any wspecial representative
paksages, every line being replete with beauty and rupgpestion.  The
(rue methods of salvation; the relations of God and man; the real
migzion and influence of Christ ; practical life on earth, and a singularly
rational deseription of “spiritual existenee and the state after death ;"
these form the basis of the themes treated on, and few, if any, readers
could rise from the pernsal of this work without their faith in God and
immortality being deepened, and thewr purposes for a life of ever-
inercasing good and use strengthened, We heartily commend this work
to the attention of all thinkers ad grades of saciety. (See advartisenient
i this pay o)

(By a Ladly.)

Price 1a, ¢loth 2« To bz had of Mr. F.o W, Wallis, Sub-Editor
of The Two Worlds, Puldizher of Spiritual and Progressive Literature,
61, George Street, Cheetham Hill, Manchester.

Cioter AMERICAN Soxas AND Soros: Compiled by 10 W, Wallis,
TH1s excellent colleetion of spiritnal songs and roles offera to our Fnglish
spivitualista; whether in society organizations or sociad gatherings, pre-
cisely that element of delightful harmony and musical inspirat on for
which the American spiritualistic gatherings have been so deservedly
distinguished, It has long been a subject of regret—we might almost
say of reproach—to our spiritual gatherings on this side of the
Athtic, that we could offer our beloved visitors from the splieres no
other form of musical invoeation than the * too too ™ familiar rerort to
old-fashioned Psalmody ; all very well in its way, but drearily mono-
tonous when it becomes the only way in which we can invoke the
presence of blessed spirits, cspecially when we have good reason to
believe that music in the higher life ““is the speech of angelz”  Mr. E,
W, Wallis—himself an accomplizhed and highly-sympathetic vocalist—
has begnn the work of supplying the “long-felt want™ of sweet and
interesting "' spiritual music by issuing what we may hope will prove
only the initial number of a =et of the most popular und pleasing
of those American tunes, allied to noble and exalting poems, which
must greatly enlinnee the attractiveness of spiritual mectings,  The
present collection consists of twenty-four charming part-songs an-
solos, and eighteen of the most popular and available hymn tunes, to
which words from the eolleetions in ordinary usce can be readily adapted.
When the number and heauty of this fine rade mecum of spiritual poetry
and music ix compared with the trifling price of the work, it must be
acknowledged that Mr. Wallis has conferred & boon on the spiritual
community which societies and individuals alike should be prompt to
avail themselves of.  We have ouly to add that both words and music
are finely engraved, and printed on exeellent paper,
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ling pages put forth in the in'erests of spiritualism, occultisin, reform,
and progreas to support the promoters to the utmost, and reimburse
themn for any temporary loss they may sustain, by endeavouring to
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CHRISTMAS DAY,

Ir we were about to analyse the use of anniversary celehra-
tions, we should define it as an impulse to set the mind
thinking, and stimulate cnquiry concerning the meaning
and origin of the event we celebrate,

As there are probably about the proportion of one
hundred persons who celebrate Christmas Day without
much interest in, and less knowledge of, its real significance,
to one thinker who has full understanding of what Christ-
mas means, we may ‘“‘nmprove the oceasion” by offering a
few suggestions to owr readers concerning the Christ-inass
The 25th

day of December is memorable hoth in a religions and social

so universally observed at this particular seasomn.,

point of view.  Although ten thousand or more sermons will

be preached on that day throughout Christendom to faith-
fully-believing listeners, assuring them that the 25th day of
December is the one day of all days sacred and precious
hecause it was the birthday of their “Lord and Saviour

Jesus Christ,” cvery one of the ten thousand and more
’ .

preachers will be guilty of telling a falschood, which, in this
age of enlightecument, is known to be such, and therefore it
is that we dcem it right to remind the people who may not

know what their teachers will not tell them, and to By to
those who dare to think and reason that, from time imme-
norial, even so far back as the days which antedate all
nationalities, namely the primeval ages, when the only well-
known nations wero the wandering Aryans, the 25th of
December, or midwinter-day, was held sacred as the period
when the sun, obscured by the storms of winter, rose again,
or was annually born, through the constellition of Virgo
(the Virgin), into new life and ascending power for the
ensuing year.

On the actual historical significance of Christmas, Child’s
nnanswerable work, “The Progress of Religious [deas,”
gays : ‘“ All the ancients observed scasons of rgjoicing when
the sun began to return from the winter solstice. Egyptians
had two festivaly of this kind-—one on the 25th duy of
December to commemorate the birthday of the infant
“Horys™ (thoe now-hory snp of the year), the other the 61k
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of January (old Christmas Day), to rejoice over the lost
Osiris found. Persians kept a festival on the 25th of Decem-
ber in honour of Mithra (the attendant spirit of the sun). The
same day was kept in Rome as the commencement of the
famous Saturnalia, when all distinctions of rank were
abolished, and the earth was typically filled with abundance.

“On this day (centuries before the Christian era), rela-
tives and friends feasted each other, and interchanged pre-
sents. In the ¢Saturnalia’ of ancient Rome, the 25th of
December, or first day of the festival, was celcbrated under
the name of Dies Natalis Tnvicti Solis, ‘the birthday of the
imvincible sun.’

“It is not definitely known at what season of the year
the Christ whom Christians worship was born” (a remark-
able proof that Christians have no direct intercourse with
“their Saviour,” seeing what eternal consequences they
attribute to the day); ‘“certain it is, that the 25th day of
December was not held sacred by Christians, nor observed as
the birthday of Christ, until after the fourth century. . .
“ Manicheans andother heretical sects reproached the Cictholics
for observing the birthday of the heathen’s sun god, as that of
their Lord and Saviour!”  Leo, the Roman Patriarch in the
fifth century, complains of this custom, and says, with
remarkable prophetic insight, that *the day may come when
the world may begin to deny that there ever was any other
Saviour of the world than the idol of the heathen'’s worship,
the sun god.” . . . Prophetic wonrds; now more than
half realized. Devout, bigoted, and interested upholders of
the modern (‘hristian scheme of salvation will contend with
all the virulence of sarcasm, violent athrmation, and even
rude abuse and sensational fire and hrimstone threats, that
the 25th day of December celebrates the birthday of **our
Lord and Saviour,” &c., &e.  (FFor an explanation of salvation
see Athanasian Creed and 39 Articles.)  And yet the stony
voices of the now resurrected East, the unveiled mystery of
Egyptian hicroglyphics, and Ninevite slabs; the dumb, yet
cloquent sculptures of Indin’s cave temples, and the choral
anthems of every Oriental tradition, proclaim, beyond all the
logicof desperate partizanshipor bigoted fury, that theorigin of
Christmas is the origin of adl salvatory doctrines and Messianie
fuiths—namely, the eternal triumph of good over evil ; light
over darkness; warmth, productive life, and growth over
cold, famine, and winter, in the re-ascension of the mid-winter
Sun from his cruciicion in the autumnal equinox, and his
re-birth each  year, into the triumph and manhood of
“Passover” at the vernal equinox, when he redecms the
world from the power of physical evil, and begins to work
miracles of healing, feeding the multitudes, converting the
water of winter into the wine of the grape harvest, and
prophesying a coming spiritual kingdom of heaven by the
sicns and symbols of a physical one,  For further proof of
the origing meaning, and significance of Christmas, consult
the writings of Volney, Dupuis,” Tavlor, Knecland, Gerald
Massey and his drrefutable works o especialy, Hicgins, Sir
W Jones, Mauriee, Oxley, aid every well-informed Iastarn
traveller.  De prepaved to by cadled fool) blunderer, dunce,
heretie, and ignoramus, and to have names, words, dates,
and allecations of “authoritative ” self assertive scholarship
launched at your head.

Pear it all patiently.  Remember the history of the
Ephesian worshippers of “the great Dinua.”  Be sure now,
as then, your truths are spoiling the trade in image making,

Let  the idolators  shout, “Great is Diana  of the
h] . 11 y . . 5 .
Ephesians 1" But to those who are now thinking people, not

ignorant sheep, we confidently say, search, and you shall
find that Christmas Day is the reflex of an old heathen
festival which from  the remotest periods  of antiquity
celebrated the annual reappearance of the sun of the pln'sic:{l
heavens, at midwinter—*“ Only this—and nothing more !’

But Christmas Day bas a social meaning and aspect
which presents something more than a subject for ccclesias-
tical controversy or pedantic dispute.  Ior at least the last
eight hundred yoars, it has been, like the Aryan’s *“ bon-fires,”
“lighted upon every high hill to celebrate the re-birth of
the gracious sun”—a fire of kindness and goodwill lighted
up in the hearts of humanity which expresses itself in the
interchange of presents, festive entertainments, and oftices of
mutual goodwill,

Jt docs not matter one jot wherein such customs origi-
nated. They are good and kindly, and that is cnough.  In
spasons whon the chilling blasts and biting frosts must
pierce the ragged forms and half sheltered heads of the pooy
and miserable, for Heaven’s sake! let ns light up the
(“hristmas fires of kinduess in the himan heart, "
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In the day when the hungry, cold, desperate, and unem-
ployed crowd our city streets, any motor power that will
supply soup kitchens, light Yule logs, give little silver boxes
to faithful toilers ; spread huge tables with mcat and bread
for half-starved children and aged incapables; give comfor-
table teas to the old fulks, and a temporary gleam of joy and
festivity to the comfortless, anywhere or anyhow, is a divine
motor; comes straight from the I'ather of all, who delegates
the care of his helpless ones to the fathers of earth, and
realizes the true meaning of Christmas Day—namely, ¢ Peace
on earth and goodwill to men”—in so full and gracious a
measure, that every creature on carth can afford to say: All
hail, secason of Jove, hope, kitdness, and goodwill ! All hail
to the day and hour which unlocks the springs of human
brotherhood in the hearts sealed up by the locks and keys
of care and sclfishness all the rest of the year! All hail to
the scason when cvery man, woman, and child swddenly
feels the impulse to become a ministering angel to some
other man, woman, or child ! Don’t stop, kind messengers
of the generous “Santa Claus,” to philosophize on whence
your irresistible tendencies to good and charitable acts come
from! You know they must spring from the source of all
good, and is not that enough?  All that makes for love and
richteousness makes for Heaven and God. You are in the
right path, though the fire worshippers of ten thousand years
ago may have been the first to beat it down for you.  And
s0, “ Onward and Upward” is the motto of the time, whilst
the combined echoes of the Two Worlds—hoth hero and here-
after—unite in the cry,

A HAPPY CHRISTMAS TO YOU ALL!
S G

SPIRITUALISM, TRUTH, AND DEMONOLOGY.

I the following paper had not appeared in that most
veracious of all jorrnals, 7he Christtan Herald, of November
the 30th of this present vear, we should have hesitated to
reprint it, fecling confident that the sceptical reader would
inevitably deem such an article amere ruse to advertise the
truth of spiritnadism by the shan of pretended antagonism,

Appearing as above stated o paper, every line of which
must partake of that flavour of divine authority, which the
word Clhiristian carries with it) all we can say is that it wewst
be true-—for has not a Christian writer said 1t?7 The only
question to those who may not he on quite such familiar
terms with “Satan” and his peenliar tacties as the writer, s,
The

Where does the demonology come in! article is ay

follows :

SPIRITUALISM SHOWN IN IPROPIHECY TO BE

( By o Rowund-the-World Troveller. )

There is nothing which secures the sympathy and support
of the superstitious to such an extent as supernatural phe-
nomeni.  There 18 nothing which fosters fanaticism so com-
pletely as the opportunity for exciting the mmagination
wonder like spiritualism, which is elearly foretold in Timothy
and Revelations to be tho work of demons (Rev. xvi. 13).

Whilst we deplore the existence of demonology, it is im-
possible to deny the existence of the real phenomena; and
independent of the unquestionable testimony given to ats
existence by the greatest, of men, we may base the strongest
proofs on Scripture, for we know it would not expressly
forbid what is not possible.  Upon this prohibitory law we
may build every objection, and denounce this diabolical
gystem of communion with demons, who doubtless personate
departed spirits,  The testimony of Mr, Theobald is a dan-
gerous one, especiilly as he isa gentleman who stands high
in society. This is what makes the system more dangerous,
because the demons succeed in deceiving the best men of
our day, and if it should be openly practised by the millions
who have intercourse in secret, the admission of the spirits
would revolutionise society—thoe world. If, as Mr. Theobald
shows conclusively is possible, the spirits are allowed to step
in and operate against natural and known laws, they will
convert the world into a veritable Balel.

The writer heard somowhat of the phienomona befoie
leaving Englund five years ago, lnut lawghed then at what he
deemed absurdittes. In Australia I first saw the workings of
the phenomena, and knew that thero wis
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COMMUNION WITH THE SPIRIT WORLD.

[ was staying at an up-country town in New South
Wales, where the majority of the population were spiritua-
lists, the town being of fair size. A cirele was held in the
hotel where [ was staying, and being invited to test the
truth of the phenomena, I acceded to the request.  No one
knew e, yet at the circle a spirit message was received with
the name, address, and designation of the person with whom
I should lodge on my return to Sydney. I proved the truth
of it, for the first house I went to (not even knowing the
name of the street) proved to be the one predicted.  After that
I saw no more of spiritualism for fifteen months, but crosse
to San Francisco, where I had one of the most remarkable
experiences of my whole life. I went to a private seance-
sitting, with a very near relative. The medium with whom
we were to consult was a lady, and of course we had arranged
some of the most severe tests we could thnk of. A pilano was
played softly in the adjoining room, and as we sat at a little
table without cover to it, the medium suddenly became very
radiant. ] may state that we were in o strange city, where
it was quite tmpossible for any one to know us.  Seven
thousand wiles fromw Adustraliuy and nearly 7,000 from
England—14,000 from our rriends.  Quite suddeuly, the
medinm raised her hands, and said,

“on! HERE COMES A BEAUTIFUL SPIRIT,
and his naae is Charlie” T did not speak for the moment,
but knew who it was. I had sat ap with a young man who
wits dyingz, on the voyage from Fngland to Australia.  He
was . spiritualist, and he died with the belief that he would
be able to keep near me, and guard me. “He plays upon
the violin so sweetly,)” said the medium.  He had been very
fond of that instrument.  ““ He says he will always be near
vou.” e had told me this before he died.
© The medium then announced departed friends, of whom
we had not thought for years.  The spirits described,
through the medium, what our friends were doing in
England.  She also showed what were the ailments of some,
ad the spirits showed sectional views of their bodies in
order to do this, as well asx vmpressing the wedivm by making
her supfer their pains. The many tests were wonderfully
proved, and it is unneeessary to enumerate them,  Another
medinm whom [ visited proved all by corroboration,  The
most remarkable test came.  The medium desceribed aceu-
rately what my friend was doing at the hotel whilst we
were sitting together.  On returning (o the rovm [ astonished
Wi by telling lim what ke had heen doing. He said 1t was
described correctly in every detail. T may say that during
the tests T tried in every way to upset them. I pretended
not to hear answers to written or meatal questions, and the
spirits wave great manifestations of anger o the plain, un-
covered table.  Since then the writer bas seen

THE SPIRIT FORMY OF DEPARTED FRIENDS,
the truth beinge established by others attesting their presence
by sceing them simultancously.  Fortunately, the writer
has been llcrmittcd to test only, and then escape any further
connection.  That the phenomena is undesirable, that 1t is
spreading in the Churceh and the world T can attest, and
fully corroborate all that Mr. Chrismas stated in this journal
some weeks since. The great danger now is for us to deny
the phenomeni We must not do this, but warn the unwary
and show them that the developmient is one of the signs of
the last. days, when many shall “wax cold,” and will be
“aiving heed to seducing spirits and doctrines of devils.”

God, in His written Word, forbids intercourse with the
spirits—that is the line that is drawn. It is fortunate for
the Church of Christ that it is ordered so by an All-wise
Father, for there is an clement in spiritualistic phenomena
which perverts truth, as all truthful investigators must
tostify. In this case our religion forbids us to tamper with
that which has such an awful element of lying and deceit in
it, and which is only traceable to Satanic influence.  Our
homes must not be invaded, our affections must remain
unsullied.  We must not dive into the supernatural, or delve
into a mine which will breed foul intellectual gases. Our
religious and intellectual life will be crushe‘d,‘uud ,:ho nation
crippled, if we do not warn those around ut' Satan'’s st.calthy
approaches. No safeguard Davy lamp ecxists to guide us
amid the sulphurcous chioke-damp cuverns of: the. dark mine
of spiritlmlism- Till the D.ivinc injunction i8 received,
« Come up higher,” Tet us rest in peace and content to know
that God is, Christ died, and that He hath promised us a
rich hereafter, whither our loved ones are gane, and not seek
prosumptuously to hold intercourse wnthﬁ spirits of the dead,

[Aguin —~-GREAT I8 DiaNa OF THE EPAES[ANS! )



PASSING EVENTS.

NEw YeEAR NUMBER.—We intend making our first issue (Dec. 30)
at the reduced price of one penny per copy specially interesting.
Amongst other features of value there will be ‘“The Story of
Hinzelmann,” the wonderful house gpirit of Hudemithlen ; an account
of marvellous Materializations in Manchester, and Poctry for recitation,
by Lyceum children ; “ Jim Lune’s Last Message.” It will be specially
guitable for distribution. Just such a copy as can be freely sent to your
friends and distributed broadcast. One hundred copies for 6s. ; fifty
for 3a. Order early. :

Early in the New, Year we shall give reports of the lectures of as
many English mediums as possible, besides Introducing new features of
general interest, including a complete reply, by Mrs. Britten, to a
lecture by the Rev. A. Parker, delivered in Colne, December 11th,

There is quite a stir at Wisbech about spiritualism. A few months
since a lecture was delivered against the subject, and a correspondence
commenced in the local paper. Mr. E. Wallis challenged the lecturer
to debate. He, however, declined. Since then, Mr. Wallis visited us
and gave two lectures, and a society was formed to continue the work.
The meetings have been conducted successfully by the local mediums
and workers. A Baptist minister has told his members that he has had
some remarkable manifestations. The Wesleyans are lecturing on the
subject, and speaking in its favour. These ministerial brethren must
be on Spurgeon’s “down grade ”—in reality, the “up grade,” for they
are keeping abreast with the times,

ONe Way 10 HeELP.—An active worker writes, “I have made
arrangements with the bill posting company to post two of the contents
bills every week in the prominent places in the town,” and hopes The
Two Worlds will be a success. Our success would coon be put beyond
doubt if such energetic cffurts as our friend displavs were adopted
elsewhere.

AGENTS WANTED EVERYWHERE.—Such is the keen interest now
existing in spiritual and occult subjects, that there i< an eager demand
for literature dealing with these questions.  There iz nothing better
than The Two TWorlds, of which a spiritnalist of more than 30 years
writes, ‘It 1s the best spiritual paper ever published in this country”
an opinion which 1s being expressed on all sidex. We aim to produce a
good, readable, aund creditable paper, and are assured of suecce=s. Will
our readers kindly co-operate with us to their utmost, to sccure for it
a circulation of 20,000 copies weekly? We mican to reach that number !
Mauny spiritnalists by selling The Two Worlds can carn a eomfortable
addition to their incomes (sec our terms to agents and societies), and hy
pushing the =alez, promote the spread of the ciuse they have at heart.
Evervhady will buy a penny paver. The eryv has leen “We want a
penny paper in the movement.”  Tet us see “Jlwan wnek it is wanted,”
friends.  Who will aid us to puzh it hefore the pmblic t Bav it for
vourself and an extra copy to give away, and get vour friends to do
likewise,

A MoperN Scinoon oF Proruers.—The article in Noo 5 of this
journal, headed * Clairvoynace on the Publie Platform,” has called
forth a number of intelligent communications from various corres<pond.
ents, all of whom unite in the expression of their carnest wish cither
to soe the partial tests now dwing given, confined to the séanee roomn,
or clse enlarged into more definite and satisfactory methods of deserip-
tion. In the meantime these writers have suggested the expedienecy of
cendeavouring to promote the better unfoldment of spiritual gifts in
partially-developed  mediums by means of ecareful and appropriate
training.  One of our correspondents, in particular, <ends an able and
practical synopsis of the order in which there might be organised an
cfficient college or school for the culture of spiritual powers, and the
promotion of those intellectual and moral tendencies so eszsential to the
influence and character of the good medium. Whilst we are not at
liberty to refer directly to the personality of onr correspondent, we
deem his plans of so thoroughly practical a nature, and their tendeney
of such incalculable benefit to the advancement of true and genuine
mediumistic powers, that we should be dixposed to publish them in
some future issue, provided this notice calls forth any evidence of
interest in the proposition in question,

QUESTIONS ANSWERED BY M. SCHUTT, AT BeLrer, oN Moxpuy, Drc,
127H.—" Is mind, matter, and thought motion in matter 7 or, is minl
separate and distincet from matter?’” The control took the latter view,
and assuming Newton's law, that “matter is incapable of altering its
own state of rest or motion,” argued that what materialists eall
‘““inertia "’ is nothing tnore than the absence of mind from matter ; what
they call * energy " being nothing more than what the spiritualiat calla
“spirit ;" and what they call *“force ™ is merely spiritual manifestation,

“What influence have the plancts on the lives of men ¢ Lvery man
is born under the influence of a certain planet, and upon the planct
predominating at his birth depends the character of every human being,
Also at those periods when the guardian planetis acted upon favour-
ably or unfavourably by other plancts, the individual will meet with
toward or untoward circumstances in the struggle of life. Wise men,
however, study their planet and its configurations, and rule them
instead of being ruled.

“Are oratorios compiled in spirit life and given through human
instrumentality 1" Yes, decidedly. Mozart’'s Requiemn, compesed at
the order of an unknown visitor only shortly before his death, was a
beautiful instance of inspiration from the spirit world.  Rousseau’s
Dream was given by a spirit, who, from a caprice of fun, appeared to
Roussenu in the form which popular superstition aseribes to his Satanie
majesty. Only those whose musical faculties are very highly developed
are capable of being made the mediums of sublime musical thoughts,
hence great composers are xo by virtue of their own superiority as well
a3 by spirit aid.

““Can you describe the sphere in which you dwell, and the oceupa-
tions which obtain, and how you communicate with each other?”" Oura
is the sphere of labour. Each spirit passes into the sphere most con-
genial to its tastes and employments upon earth. Those who lov
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children pass into the sphere of love and sympathy ; those who love
knrowledge into the sphere of wisdom ; those who are selfish and avaricious
into a dark, low sphere, almost destitute of spiritual life, Those who
would rise must do so by ministering to the good of others, who require
sympathy and help.

‘““Are not shipwrecks, cyclones, and earthquakes positive evils?
If not, what arc they?’ Cyclones are the consequence of those very
atmospheric motions, without which, life would become impossible.
Earthquakes are mere safety valves, without which, the internal heat
of the earth would burst its entire crust. How then could man live
if cyclones and earthquakes were absent ?

“Can you tell us the best way of investigating spiritualism ?”’ Yes.
Purify your own minds from unholy thoughts and wrong desires, then
perhaps unknown to yoursclves the spirit world will fill your minds
with that which is lofty and pure; but do not come to the spirit-circle
with selfish hearts and prejudiced minds, expecting manifestations when
you yourselves are creating bad conditions.

“What is the difference between the sorcery and witcheraft condemned
in the Bible and the spirit communion which is allowed and commended ?”’
Precisely the same difference as at the present day, a matter of motive,
Information sought in order to give its possessor an unfair chance in
the strugzgle of life is now, as then, “ Black Magic ;7 but the seeking of
information and help from a pure motive, in order to make its possessor
Ligher in spirttual life i= the spirit communion always to be commended —
1t 1s real prayer.

“Please consider the chief objections which materialists raise on this
subject.”  The control argued very ably that in denying the proofs
which were given of spiritual existence the materialist made it impossible
to prove his own existence, as the existence of matter is only known to
us by our senses, and if they are xubject to illusions, all the indications
of the presence of the materialist him=elf may be illusionz.— Cor.

HOLIDAY ANNOUNCEMENTS.

InLe. 2, Back Lane.—On Saturday, December 21th, there will be a
Public Tea and Entertamment, also a Christimas Tree and Sale of Work,
the object being to raise funds towards a larger building,  The com-
mittee make an earnest appeal to all friend= to help them in this work,
All who wish to assist either in money or gifts will oblige by forwarding
the same to Charles Brook, corresponiding =ee., 11, Wood Street, Brad-
ford Arms, Shipley, which will be thankiully received.

Neweastrr-oN-Tyne.  Tea and Concert.—The Executive of the
Neweastle Spiritual - Evidence  Society, respectfully intimate to all
gyinpathizers in the cause, that a grand tea wnd coneert will he held at
Cordwainers’ Hall, on Dee. 26th (day after Christmas Day).  Tea on
tables at 4-30, concert at 7-30 ; tickets Is. cach, can be had of any of
the Committee.  As this is intended to be a thorough re-union of the
friends, an early application for tickets will Te desirable.  All friends
who feel moved to contribute either a table, Lalf table, or to any extent,
will oblige by mtimating the same to the Secrctary, W, H. Rabin:on.

FrrunG-oN-TyNE. —Saturday, December 21th, tea and entertain-
ment. i our hall ; tea on the table at 5 pan. Afer tea there will e a
programme of songs, recitations, &e. We give a cordial invitation to
all Tovers of truth who will come and help us, particularly our Gateshead,
Neweastle, and Shields friends, Tea and entertainment, ninepence.,

Sovrti Snikens, 19, Cambridge Street. —On Saturday, Dee. 2 1th,
we intend holding a Social Meeting and Stall of faney goods, Al friends
of the cause wi-hing to purchase tovs or Christimas presents ean be
supphed cheaply, Commence at 7-30, We intend holding our Annnal
Tea and Coucert, ot whiteh will appear the Mizsizsippi Minstrels, on
Monday, December 26th, Teaon the tablesat four o'cloek,  Admission :
Tea and Coneert, ane shilling ; Coneert) sixpenee, To commence at
[P

Oprexsiaw. Mechanies” Institute, Pottery Lane.--On Bank Holiday
December 26th, we purpose giving owr annual Christimas te to the
aged people of this di-trvict, when all who can ke it convenient are
speciadly nated to attend.  Friends' tickets, one shilling cach, A first,
clas entertaunment will be ]rl‘u\'iulc(l for the old ’l{'nlb](', O New Year's
Five, our annual tea party and hall will take plaee, tickets one shilling
each, and the number is <trictly limited.—¢. 7" Payr,

Derrer.—On Saturday, the 20th instant, the members of the
Lycenm will partake of ten at 4-30 pan. After tea, amusements.  On
Tuesaday, the 27th instant, there will be a public t-a in the Jubilee
Hall, ad five o'clock. Tickets wixpence each. Tn the evening a mixed
entertainment will be given, consiating of music, songa, recitations, &e.
Froot seats, 6. back seats, 3d. Proceeds for the choir fund.  Friends
are invited to spend a pleasant evening.

OreENiNa Services.— At Dewsbury, on Christmas Day, Mr. Ho'ds-
worth, of Keighley, with Miss Caswell, of Dewsbury, will aoceupy the
platform at 2.30 and 6-0 pang at our meeting rooms, Vulean Nond,
We hope all friends will rally round us, and give us their practical
sympathy.—F. (reen, -

MimprLessrnova,—The Executive of the Middlesbrough Associa-
tion of Spiritnalists intimate that a grand tea and concert will e held
in the Granville Rooms, Newport Road, on January 2, 1888 (day after
New Year's Day).  'Fea on the tables from 5 to 6-30. Concert at 7-30.
Tickets 9d, each,

WEesTHOUGHTON. —We hold our annual tea party on Saturday, Dec.
S1=t.  Tickets: Males 8., females 6d., childven 4d.  After tea the
meeting will conzist of singing, reciting, &e.  We give all friends a
hearty welcome.—J. Pikington, See.

Ilm.m.\\" FENTERTAINMENTS, — Darwen, Dee. 26th. Manchester,
Jan. 2nd. Liverpool, Jan. 3rd, tea party. Liverpool, Jan. 4th, Oldl
Folks. West Vule, fruit banquet, Dec. 31st. Cowms, tea party, Dec.
3lst. Macclesfield, tea party, Jan. 4th. Bradford, Upper Addison
Strect, Dee, 26th.  Miles Platting, tea party, Dec. 24th, (See reports, )
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26th, we have arranged for a public tea and entertainment, the pro-
ceeds to go to the society’'s debt fund—tea at 5 o’clock, entertainment
at 8 p.m. Tickets, tea and entertainment, 1s each; children under
twelve, half price; entertainment only, 3d. each. Al friends of
spiritualism, whether members or not, will receive a cordial welcome;
a special effort will be made to inake this tea and entertainment
hoth enjoyable and successful, and we hope our friends will rally
round us.—1I1. Midgley.

LANCASTER —Special services on Sunday next, December 2ith.
Mr. Swindlehurst will deliver two inspirational addresses. Doors open
at two and six o'clock p.m. On Monday, December 26th, the annual
public tea party and entertainment will be held, tea on the tables at
five o’clock. Tickets for tea and entertainment one shilling each,
children half-price ; entertainment alone, threepence, to be had at the
hall, or from any of the members. An early application for tickets is
requested.  (On New Year’s Day, January 1st, Mr. Hepworth, of Leeds,
will deliver two trance addressex. Doors open at two and six o'clock
.1, Collections taken at the door.

OswaLDTWISTLE. —The committee have pleasure in announcing that
they will hold their annual tea party on December 26th. Tea on the
t1bles at five o'clock.  All are welcomne,.— W. /., Sec.

NoTTINGHAM. — Friends are requested to remember the annual tea
and entertainment on Monday, December 26th, at 4-30. Tickets 9d.
cach.  Front room in the Marley Hall.  Sale of work for the benctit of
society's fund=.  Comey and bring vour friends to buy the many useful
articles.—J. 1% 2.

WEesT PPELTON.—On Dec. 24th a Christimas tree, decorated with
wearing apparel for women aud children, also toys and vartous other
articles, will be offered for sale. The ladies have worked very hanrd to
get the arrangements perfected, for which great credit is due to them.
Mr W) G Grey will give o lecture at 6 p.n., after which supper will be
~erved at 7-30. Admis~ston to the whole, 1s.; children under twelve, .
A cordial invitation to all,—-70 eddle.

NortH Stienbs, 6, Cannlen Street.—A coffee supper and =ocial
will be held on Monday, December 26th, and we heartily invite all the
fricieds in the district to come and assist on this oceasion.  Tickets 1=
e,

Birapronp,  Addison Street, Dee. 26th.-——Tea and entertainment,
con~isting of xonga, duets) readings, recitations, and a dialogue by seven
friends of the cause, entitled © Wanting a Wife ;" pilano =olos, &, Tea
at. o o'clock. Tickets, adults 9d., children d4d. each; after tea, 2d.
each. - oMl Nrth,

The Sheftield Spiritual Society are removing this week from 82
Division Strect to the Central Board Sehool, Orchard Lane.

Lare Ryronts.—Owing to the numerous holiday annonncements
we revret that reports received frome Monkwearmounth, Stonehouse,
Pendleton, South Shiells (Cambridge Street), Belper (W, P Adsheads,
Walaall, Iawtenstall, and Salford, have been crowded out ; all of these
cane ta hand after mid-day on Tuesday.  We do our best for yon,
friends, lut cannot prromise to insert reports which do not reach s
hetore noon on Taesdays,

List of Speakers” Appointments next week ; also li-t of agents who
sell 75 7o Worlds. We shall Le glad of other names and addresses
of agents (whether newsagents or not) for this hist,

NoTicr ro AeeNTs, . Please use halfpenny stamps when remitiing,

annd oblie — 1L W, WL

CHRONICLE OF SOCIETARY WORK.

Pactp.- -On Sunday lTast Miss M. A, Muagrave gave two very inter-
Cabive addresses on & Spivitaalism and the Work of the Spirits in the
SMpheres™ to very attentive audiences, —Abrakam LHoworth, Sce.

k. Jubilee Halll—Deeo 11th: We had a visit from Mr.
Schutt, of Keighley.  Morning subject, ** The Problem of Evil,” which
was elucidated tn o very clever and practical manner. Evening subject,
“The Sanctity of Labour.”  The control showed that all useful lahour
i+ honourable, and idleness disreputable. A human being could not be
Lappy unless engaged in some kind of work, while idleness must bring
wizery,  Last Sunday, Mr. W, V. Wyldes, of Birmingham, paid us his
first visit, giving two addresses.  In the evening, he spoke on “* Ancient
and Modern Spiritundism "—being, to some extent, a reply to the
sermon preachied by the Rev, T, Crossland, and circulated in the town.
Both addresses were very good and powerful, After the evening address
Mr. Wyldes gave clairvoyant descriptions, also a large number of
paychometric delineations from articles sent up from the audience, all
of which were correct.  We were very pleased with his visit, and hope
to have him again soon. The hall was full, although it was a very
winterly night. In the afternoon, Mr. Wyldes kindly gave a quarter of
an hour to the Lyceum, being controlled by a spirit who lived ou the
Congo River when in this life, which delighted the young folks very
much,— /1, Smedley.

BeryoNpsey.- -Mra Spring gave a discourse on subject =elected,
“Spirit Fxperience after leaving Earthly Body ;" concluding with
clairvoyant descriptions.

Buaprorn,  Spiritual Lyceum, Addison Street.—In the absence of
Miss Patefield, owing to ber parents’ sickness, Miss Illingworth kindly
officinted, and spoke very well to a very fair audience, followed by Miss
Parker's clairvoyant desoriptions, mostly recognised. A very good
infhnence prevailed during the meeting.—(Cor.

Legps. DPsychological Hall, Grove House Lane.—On Monday, Dec.
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Bur~NLEY., Spivitual Hall, Tanner Strect.—Mrs. Craven was the
speaker for the day. Afternoon subject: “ Go ye into the highways and
hedges, and preach the Qospel to every creature,” which was treated in
a masterly style. The following questions were dealt with in the
evening : What are mediums, and how are we to know when influenced
by the spirit?  The effects of influence on mediums? If the spiritual
and natural worlds are governed by natural law, what is the use of
prayer? A splendid discourse was given on the=e three subjects,

CoLNe.—Mrs. Wallis gave two lectures on Sunday afternoon and
evening.  Subjects : afternoon, “Spiritualism Reasonable and True.”
Evening, “Some Objections to Spiritualism Considered and Answered;”’
beiug a most able reply to the lectures of the Revs. T. Asheroft and A.
Parker, which had been delivered in Colue during the weck. The
audiencies listened with most rapt attention, and seemed to highly
appreciate the discourses.—2R. I, [Mr. J. R. Lees, of London, replied
to Rev. T. Asheroft on Monday and Tuesday. A complete answer to
Rev. A. Parker's lecture will shortly appear in these columns, written
by Mrs. Britten.—F. 1. 1]

Cowns,—December 18th : Miss Cowling oveupied our platform on
Sunday last. Subject—Afternoon, “ What =hall it profit a man if he
gain the whole world and lose his own soul ;7 Evening, “ The Outer
World,”  Clairvoyant descriptions given very suceessfully.  We have
arranged for a public tea party to be held in the Lepton Board Schoaol,
on December 31st. Mrs, Clegg will give phrensologica] delineations and
spiritual surroundings.  Tickets, 8d. each. —A. Whitneld.

CroMFPORD AND HiGH PrRAK.-=Tue~day, 13 : Mr. Schutt visited us,
and a pleasant instructive evening was =<pent.  The general opinion was
that such addresses were matter for cletation, anud we regretted no
public hall was tu be had.  We believe many woulkiattend our mectings
who are kept back because they are held in private dweillings, but the
ground must be broken up by degrees. Sundayv. 13 1 Our mectings were
fairly attended, considering the weather and the di-tanee onr mambers
rexide apart.  Morming @ f Man, Perfect and Linpeafoct,”  FEvening
“ Higher Culture of Spiritual Thonghe 7=,

Danwen.—The controls of Mr. Mayo gave two cood alddresses to
very fair andiences  On the 24th we hold onr Christinas tea party,
which we are expecting to be o succe-~, nowe have w good programme.
On the 26th we holil our children's tea poty -1 Loy,

FrLLING. —Our platform was cecupied by Mo, Jaanes Hall, who gave
s a lecture from the subject, **Spiritualism, the Waonder of the Age,”
which was very well received Ly a fairly good audienee  -(. L.

Havirax..—We had M. Postlethwaite last Sunday. e spoke in
his usual clear and forcihle way.  Evening, he took for his subject the
chapter read as a lesson, about the woman of Kodor deseribing Samuel,
&e., which was handled very well. Our awlience way very thin,  He
also spoke on Monday, 29th, to a good audience—=N. ./,

Heywoop. Argyle Building.—On Sunday afternoon Mr, Wright's
controls spoke on *“ Where are the Dead '™ In the evening thev took
for their subject “ Natural and Revealed Religion.™  In the conrese of
an excellont and in-tructive addres< they elearly demonstrated that the
so-called Christianity was simply an adaption of the mythology of the
ancient. pagans, devived from the study and observation of the a~tro-
nomical sipns and constellations of the heavens, - . 1)

Hioperseirnn, Assembly Rooms, Brook Street. Mrs, Groom has
rendered valuable gervice to our cause, providing Lwo most excellent
and practical addresses upon “ Individual Spirt” wd “ Sphiitaalism,”
conelinding with remarkably successful spiit desriptions, giving about
(wenty at each service, and all were vecoguised. Notwithstanding the
wintry weather, we had a large audience at nicht.- /0 /2

Henpersrtein,  Kaye's DBuildings -=Mr. Johns moooceupied our
platform to day.  Afternoon, questions were subanitted 1o th gmides
and most ably answered, espectally one on eolitention, 11 wus o ~tore-
house of information i itzelf 5 and T should Tike O saeeest, on Lehalf
of my fellow-workers in the spinttaad eause, that, th woides of Mr,
Johnson grive the same through the Yorkshare disteat FEvening, the
congregation was highly ~ati=fied with the aide manuer in which he
dealt with his subjects  =Jo Howing, Coro See.

Lierbs, Sphitud Intitute, - Miss Pickles gave two  very mico
addresses.  In the afternoon the subjects were Wit Shodl T do to
;_g;;in Fiternal Life " and & Who s my .\\.i'i‘_f!llullll'!.' In the |‘\'(‘llill{.‘",
the subject was © Home,™ and some very goo badvie s wis given for hoth
vouny and oldo——=J, W7 N,

Lreps,  DPsychological Hall-=Mi-s Wilzon, of Keizhley, was our
ammint(-d H]I(‘al\'l‘l" Lut wrote at the last monent Savingg ~he had to
attend a funeral and coulid not come. As we conld not obtan a speaker
for the afternoon service, we held a large onen cirele. After =ome
lively singing, our president, Mr. Eddison, answered a number of
questions, and, for the benetit of our stranger frirnda present, he
explained the various modes of communication with the spirit world,
In the evening we obtained the services of one of our ol members,
Mrs. Dickenron, who delivered an able discourse from the sibject of
the hymn we had sung, viz., ©Spiritual Worship,” and the meoting
concluded with clairvoyant deseriptions which were mostly succesaful,

Livirroon.  Daulby Hall.—3Sunday morning Mr. Schutt read a
paper —subject, ¢ Evidence againzt an Historieal Jesus, the Christ.”
1t was well worded, and was an answer to that rev. gentleman (save the
term ') who pgoes about making fun of the only basis for the religion he

We hiad an interesting discussion relating to surplus popula-
tion and labour-saving machinery. This i3 such a large subject that it
could not be fully discussed in the time. Fvening : A powerful exposi-
tion of spiritual .gifts was given by Mr. Schutt's contrul, Mr. Sheldon,
The subject was treated so rationally that he that hath eurs ghoull
ponder over the many profound statements made. It 18 a pity such
efforts are not reported for a larger audience th:n} a wet (lfly |n|'uduvcez=.
On Monday night the =ame speakers spoke to written subjects.  Next
Sunday, open meeting in the worning, and at 6-30 M. Lamont. On
January 3rd we are having our annual tea party and conecert, and the
following day we intend giving a tea party and concert to 200 ofd Jolks.
They so thoroughly unjoy our catering.  Inquiries are conslantly made
as to when it will be repeated. Tle times are healthy when a live
Bishop (of Manchester) advocates co-operation and land reform !

[We intend to obtain reports of lectures by English mediums and
print them in our coluinns early in the now vear,—F. 7 11 ]

esteems.
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MaccLESFIELD. Paradise Street Free Church.—Mr. J. Walsh gave
two excellent discourses in the above place of worship. The audiences
were somewhat smaller than usual, owing, no doubt, to the extremely
inclement weather. The Lyceum held a successful session in the
morning, at which six recitations and a solo were given by members.
We must not omit the visit of our dear friend Mrs. Groom on Monday
and Tuesday, 12th and 13th inst. The lectures given through her
were, as usual, excellent, and the descriptions were recognised with one
exzeption. We purpose holding our annual tea party and entertain-
ment on January 4th.—L. A.

MaNCHESTER. Co-operative Assembly Room.—Mr. E. W. Wallis
was our speaker. The morning was devoted to questions and answers.
Evening, two subjects chosen by the audience were dealt with. The
one subject, ‘ What is the Origin of Spiritualism ?” was dealt with at
great length and in a manner that seemed to give great satisfaction to
all. We had a fair attendance considering the state of the weather.
Our president, Mr. G. Hill, presided. Our annual tea party and enter-
tainment will take place on Monday, January 2nd, 1888, when all are
invited to attend and help us.— W. H/yde, Cor. Sec. The Bazaar Com-
mittee beg to acknowledge the following articles, &c.: A Pendleton
Lady, 5s., and a parcel of fancy goods, also six yards dress material ;
Mrs. and Miss Mosley, five clouds, twelve doll’s hats ; Mrs. Wilks, two
pinafores, six tidies, baby's hood and sash, two pairs hahy's shoes; Mrs,
E. W. Wallis, six lace pinafores ; Mr. Wallis, parcel of various spiritua-
listic publications ; Dr. Younger kindly sent four hooks o1 mesmerisim
and massage, &c.; Mrs. T. Cheetham, polished fender and ashpan ; W.
Hill, of Wisbech, large hamper of plants; Mr. Whithouse, one barrel
of grapes ; Mr. 5. Cockeral, one hundred oranges ; Mrs. Smith, faney
pincushion elephant, wool slippers; Miss Chesterton, two faney
pinafores ; Mra and Miss Hyde, two wool antimacassars, four lady's
companions, two pairs of socks ; Miss Paddock, baby’s socks ; Mrs, Ward,
two antimacassars ; Mrs, Groom, four antitmacassars ; Mrs, Wilkerson,
parcel of fancy toys; A new Friend, pair of fancy beaded culls; a
Lady and Gentleman, one sterling «ilver necklet, pair of mats and
pincushion. Mrs. Hill tenders her best thanks to all the ladies and
gentlemen who so kindly assisted to make the Bazaar a success. 'The
nett proceeds will he published in our next issue.—Mrs. (recorye Hill,
92, Brunswick Street, Avdwick Green, Manchester.

MrxnorouvgH.—We had a grand day on Sunday. Mr. George
Featherstone was with us, and his guides spoke, in the afternoon, on
a subject chosen by the andience, “ General Punishment,” which was
dealt with in a very able inanner. The friends were evidently satisfied,
as they had not a question to ask at the close. Evening subject, chosen
by the audience, " Is Spiritualisin qualified to meet the Reauirements of
the Future!"” Drogression was shown on this point to bring to the
mind that as we come down the stream of time, new 1deas came into
existence, and the teaching was that men had arrived at guch an age of
enlightenment that the old book was beginning to lose hold of them and
instead of the cramping, curbing, and soul-tying system of theology,
spiritualism steps to the front, and offers light and liberty which will
serve men in all ages.— . Warren.

MippLessrovaH.—Morning : At the Granville Rooms, Mr. Tash-
brook, of Newecastle, gave a thought-stirring and far-reaching address,
Subject, “Spiritualism : the Key-note of Universal Harmony.” He
rald spiritualism was (1) the umon of the two worlds—the seen and the
unseen ; (2) a fuller revelation to man concerning the hife that now is,
and the life which is to come; (3) the angel of eternal progress; (1)
the answer to the question—“If a man die, shall he live again 2™
Evening : At the Cleveland Hall, Mr. Laushbrook spoke on ** Spiritaalizin,
or my Defence,”" which was another soul-stivring discourse.--J. Corhy.

MiLEs PLATTING.—The guides of Mr. Ormrod took for the afternoon
subject that beautiful passage *“ Where two or three are gathered
together in my name I am in their midst.”  In the evening, they di-.
coursed on “The Condition of Man in the Present and Future State,”
showing the absurdity of the Church upholding the unjust doctrine,
which is fast losing ground, of eternal punishment. — J. /1. Horroeds.

MoxkweanmouTH,.—The Lyceum was well attended by chililren
and vigitors. Many of the children responded to the eall for recitations;
two little ones under five years rang very nicely.  The children of the
Lyceum will give a concert in aid of the Sunderland Temperance
Society, on Thursday. T believe that it is the first time that any
Lyceumn has rendered anything outside of spiritualism.  The children’s
tea will be held on Monday next.  All are invited.  Tickets 6d, each.

NEWCASTLE-ON-TYNE.  Cordwainers’ Hall, Nelron Street. — My,
R. J. Lees, of London, occupied our platform in the morning ; the
subiject “ Come up Higher " was the theme. In the afternoon Mr. Lees,
by his control, gave an admirable address to the children of the Lyceum,
and 1n the evening a crowded mecting heard him deliver a soul.stirring
address ; “Who was Jesus Christ ¥ being the subject.  Bexides
lecturing, Mr. Lees has done an enormous amount of good work in
healing during his short stay, and I hope to gather together accounts of
some of the remarkable cures effected by bim for next issue of Zhe

Two Worlds.— B, 1.

NorTH LoxDoN. Wellington Hall.—Mr. Taylor gave an intellectual
discourse upon the ‘“Nature and Quality of that Power called God,"”
but which the lecturer preferred to call spiritual energy. The word
God, he held, was meaningless, and ought to be no longer used. In the
animated discussion which followed, many contended that the old worl
God was the best name to apply to the force which is acknowledged to
exist behind the works of Nature. The attendance was smaller than
usual, owing, no doubt, to the inclemency of the weather. Messrs,
Mc.Kenzie and Towns are our speakers on Christmas Day.—1W. P

NotTiNGHAM,  Morley Hall, Shakespeare Street.—Our glorious
cause was ably advocated by the controls of Mrs. Barnes. A visitor
asked for the H3rd chapter of Isainh for a subject. It was shown how
illogical it was to make these words appear to be (asis claimed for them)
a prophecy relating to Jesus. In the chapter was n record of the expe-
rience of all such who were ‘ led of the spirit.”” The evening address,
on ‘“ The Hope of the Creeds compared with the Knowledge of the
Spiritualists,’”” was a spiritunl treat. The controls dealt with the Rubject
in & manner that not only intercsted the listener, but stirred the deptlis
of the soul by its earnest and eloquent defence of our mighty truth,

Norrine HiLL. 33, Kensington Park Road.—On Sunday we had
a crowded room to welcome Mr. J. Burns' first visit to our association.
The subject for consideration was Phrenology, with delineations. Twelve
persons were delineated, whose characters were utilized as texts for short
spiritual addresses, hearing especially npon man’s spiritual development
and unfoldment. Mr. Matthews also described the spiritual surround-
g, and symbols of the persons examined, thus making the gathering
a very educational success. No meeting next Sunday, it being Christmas.

OLDHaM. Spiritual Temple.—On Tuesday, the 13th inst., we had
the pleasure of a visit and benefit-lecture from Mrs. Emma Hardinge
Britten, the entire proceeds of which were given towards defraying the
debt on our building. According to promise from Mrs. Britten we had
advertised her lecture to be on “ New Zealand,” with lime-light illus-
trations ; but Dr. Britten'’s sudden and severe indispositibn prevented
the fulfilment of this arrangement; and by vote of the audience
assembled, Mrs. Britten gave as her subject “ The Cause and Cure of
Crime and Poverty.” The profound attention paid to the lecture, the
frequent bursts of anplause, and the vote of thanks at the close, carried
by warm and long-continued acclamation, formed the best proofs of
Lhow deeply the words uttered touched the brains and hearts of all
present.  We had an excellent collection, including the return of all
the tickets sold for the New Zealand lecture, which Mrs. Britten
guggested should be put in the contribution bouxes, as an investment in
“the bank of Providence.”’—Cor.

OreNsHaw,—Mr. S, Carline occupied our platform, and in the
morning spoke on “ Physics,”” and in the evening on ““ Metaphysics."”
The lectures were well received by fair audiences, the very inclement
weather no doubt having a detrimental effect on our attendance. Mr.
Carline intends to follow on a scries of lectures relating to body and
soul; which we hope will do much good.—¢. T Puye.

SouTR Lonpon, Winchester Hall, Peckham.-—Murs. Yeeles occupied
our platform, devoting the morning to answering uestions submitted
by the audience.  The few clairvoyant desceriptions given at the close of
the meecting were not go successful as 13 usual with this lady. We had
a pleasant surprize at the evening service, ax Mrs. Yeelex, in her normal
condition, gave an account of * How [ became a Spiritualist,”” narrating
many astounding ineidents in connection with her investigation and
development, the audience evincing great interest in the subject, and
applauding at the clore. Questions were replied to in a satisfactory
manner. A watch-night gervice will be held at the Society’s Rooms,
09, Hill Street, on New-Year's lve, at 10-30.—.N. 2. Long.

4, Lee Street.—Dece. 14 Mr. Foster's guides gave
Dec. 18 Mrs, Peters’ guides gave 32 clair-
We are looking forward

SOUTH SHIELDS.
clairvoyant descriptions,
voyant descriptions, all hut seven recognised.
to another visit from Mrs. Peters.

Tyroestey.—We had the pleasure of having Miss Jones another
week.  On Monday, December 12th, she gave a beautiful discourse,
followed by psychometric delineations and clairvoyant deseriptions,
which closed a most enjoyable evening. December 18th, Miss Jones
gave a discourse trom the words “ Oh think of the home over there.”
In the evening she spoke on “ Spiritualisim and ita Mission,” which was
well recetved by a pgood audience. Doth meetines were closed with
psychometrie delineations, ** all truoe,” and clidrvovant deseriptions,
mostly recognized.  In the Liberal Club, on December 11th, Miss Jones
named o child Lily, and the way she performed the ceremony hlled the
audience with wonder. This lady's visit has been the means of con-
vineing many, and we hope the time 18 not far distant when we can Lave
her again in this hittle town.— G, AL Woolle y.

WestinovanroN.—We had Mro J0 T) Standish with us. Afternoon
subject, ** Does Spiritualism Teach Love?™  In the evening no suhject
was taken, as it was spent in pyechometry and clidrvoyance, diseases
being well delineated and preseribed for.  OQur committee are anxious
that all who are desirous of spreading the cause hroadeast, for hospi-
tality and expenses, will kindly communicate with the Secretary.

WEST Vark, Mechames' Hall.—Mr= Britten delivered addresses,
afternoon and evening, to very goad audiences, considering the inclement
weather. Afternoon =ubject, * Ancient and Modern Miracles ;" evening,
“Spiritualism, the Reformed Religion and Science of the Apge.”  Both
subjects were handled in Mra, Britten’s usual style, and gave every
satisfaction.  YWe believe her visit here will be productive of much
good. We intend opening our Children’s Lyceum on January 1at, 1885,
and go right into the teaching of spiritualisin. . We shall have a frait
banquet on the 31st inst,  Tickets Gd., children 3d. We invite all who
can come to do so on that day, and give us a help by the way. --7. 1.

Winsky.—Our platform was occupied by Miss Walton, who spoke
under control on ‘“ Modern Spiritualism ;" il]untrating the hidden
tatent that has heen lying dormant for a long time, In the evening she
again spoke on *“ Knock, and it shall be opened unto you; sgeek, und
ye shall find,” which was very instructive,—. Sarille.

THE CHILDREN'S PROGRESSIVE LYCEUM.

MiLks Pratring.—We had a good attendance considering the badl
weather. We had wseveral visitors.  Programme : Opening hymn,
silver-chain and gold-chain recitations, marching and calisthenics.  Weo
are holding a party on Saturday, and shall go through a portion of our
programme, 8o as to give parents and friends an opportunity of seeing
how our Lyceum is earried on. Ten on the table at 5 p.m.  Admission
Is, each.— W, Crutchley, Cond.

ParRkGATE.—The Lyceum here was about to be abandoned, when a
few earnest workers determined to resuscitate it.  This they have done
most successfully. Special services were held on December 11th and
12th to raise funds to obtain books, and interesting programmes were
gone through.  When in the town recently we had the opportunity of
attending a rehearsal, when the little ones said aud sang their picces in
first-rate style. The officers of the Lyceum showed great tact, patience,
and good mauagement, aud deserve praise for their suocess.— £, 1V, W

SouTH SulELDs.—~We had a very good attendance. Programiye
grme through in good style.-—(Cor, :
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Ashington Collicry.—At b pan.
Bacup.—Meeting Room, at 2-30 and 6-30 : My,
Narrow-in- Furness.—82, Cavendish St., at 6-30 :
Batley Carr.—Town St., Lycemn, at 10 and 2;
Batley.—Wellington St., at 2-30 and 6.
Deeston.—Temperance Hall, at 2-30 and 6 : M= Dickenson,
DRelper.—Jubilee Hall, at 10-30 and 2 ; Lyceum, at 6-30,
Bmgle_/ ——Iutelllgence Hall, at 2-30 and ¢.
Birmingham.—Oozells Strect Schools, at 11 and 6-30.
The Ladies' College, Ashted Row, at 11 and 6-45.
Thursdays and Saturdays, at 8.
Bishop Auckland.—Temperance Hall, Gurney Villa, at 2-30 and 6-15.
Blackburn.—Exchange Hall, at 9-30; Lyccum, at 2-30 and 6-30: M.
Wallis.
Bradford.—Spiritualist Church, Walton St., Hall Lane, Wakefield Rd.,
at 2-30 and 6 : Mrs. Green.
Spiritual Rooms, Otley Rd., at 2-30 and 6 : Mrs. Craven.
Little Horton Lane, 1, Spicer St., at 2.30 and 6 : Mrs. Butler.
Milton Rooms, Westgate, at 2-30 and 6 : Mr. Macdonald,
Upper Addison St., Hall Lane, Lyceum, at 9-45; 2.30 and ¢-30:
Mr. Collins Briggs.  Monday, Tea and Entertaimment.
Bowling.—Spiritual Tabernacle, Harker St., at 2-30 and 6 : M.
Metealf.
Burnley.—Tanner St.; Lyceum, at .30 ; 2.30 and 6-30 ; Mrs. Wallis,
Burslem.—15, Stanley St., Middieport, at 6-50.
DByker Bank.—Mr. Hedley’s School, Elizabeth St at 6-30.
Cardiff.—12, Mandeville St., Canton, at 7, Developing ; Tuesday, 7-30,
Plhenomena.
Chesterton.—Spiritualists’ Hall, Castle St., at 6-30:
Colne.—Free Trade Hall, at 2-30 and 6.30,
Cowms.—Lepton Board School, at 2-30 and #: Miss Cowling,
Darwen.—Church Dank St., 11, Circle ; 2-30 and 6-30 : Mr=, Yarwood.
Dewshury.—Vulean Rd., 2-30 and 6 : Mr. Holdaworth & Miss Caswell.
FExeter.—The Mint, at 10-15 and G-45: Mr. . Parr.
Facit.—At 2-30 and 6.
Felling.—Park Rd., at 6-30: Mr. Johin Wilson,
Foleshill. —Edgwick, at 10-30, Lyceum & at 630 ¢ Local Mediums,
Glasgow. —15, Kirk St., Gorbals, at 11-30 and 6.50,
(ravesend. —36, Queen St., at 61 Mre. Graham.
Ialifar.—1, Winding Rd., at 2-30 and 6-30: Mr.
Monday, at 7-30.
Hanley.—Mrs, Drutson’s, 41, Mollart St
Haslingden. —Regent St. Coffee Tavern. at 2
Heckmondwike.—-Church St., at 2-30 and 6 :
IHetton — Co-operative Hall, (,nu]ine St., at 2 and 6 Loeal,
Heywood. —Argyle Buildings, at 2-30 and 6-15 ¢ Mr, Ornned,
Huddersfield—3, Brook St., at 2-30 and 6-30 : Mr= Grege.
Kave's Buildings, Corporation St., at 2-30 and 6 My« Crosxley.
Idle.—2 Back Lane, Lycenm at 2-30 and 6.
ANerglley.—Lycenm, Fast Parade, at 2-30 and 60 Mr< Togham.
Co-operative Asgembly Room, Brunswick St at 2-50 and 6.
Lancaster. — Athenimum, St. Leonard’s Gate, 2-30 and 62340,
Leeds.—Prychological Hall, Girove House Lane, back of Brunswick Ter.,
at 230 and 6-30: Mizres Walton and Pickl..
17, Upper Fountain St., Albion St., 2-30 and 6.30:

Butterfield,
Loeal. J. Kellett, sec.
at 6-30: Mrs, Inghauw.

Sdéances,

Local Mediums.

Hepworth, and on

at. h 3. Wednesday, at 7-30,
2-30 and 6.

Mr. Armitage,

Mrs, Hartley.

Leicester.—Silver St., at 11, Mr. Bent: at 6 30, Mr. Sun<hury ; at 3,
Healing,  Thurrday, at 2. C0OW Yaounze, <cen SN ok St
Liverpool. --Daulby  Hall, Daulby St London Rd, ot 110 Ownen
Meeting ; at G-30, Mr. JJ. Lamont,
At 3, Dhisenasion,
London— Bermondsey.—Mr, Hagead's) 820 Alscor Rd, at 7L
Camden Town.-—-143, Kentizh Town Rd., Taesday, at 80 My Towns,
Holborn. —Mr. Coflin's, 13, Kingsgate St. Wedneaday, at &
15, Southampton Row, Thursday, at 8. Miss Godtrey, Medieal

Clairvovance. :
Idington - -Wellington Hall, Upper Stooat 6.300 Messra, MeKenzie

and Towns,  Tuesday, 7-30, Members,

19, Prebend St Eszex R
RKentish Town  Road. --Mr. Wirren's,

Tuesday, S, Mrea Haowkins Thuraday, SOS&mee, Mes, Spong,
Marylcbone Assoctation, =24, Harconrt St 11, Spivitual Tea hing,
at 7 ¢ Mr. J. Hoperoft. Thursday, Séanee, at 8,

Novth Road  -7T1, Nicholas St Tuesdays and Saturdays,
at &, Mrs. Cannon, Clairvoyvanee, personal messages,

Nuotting i, 33, Kensington Park Rd., at 7: No Service,

Monday, at. 85 Tuesday, at 8¢ Thursday, D evelopment, at 8.

Peclhin. — 23, High St 110 M J0 AL Buteher ¢ 2-30, Lyeeum,

99, Hill St., Peckhan @ Wednesday, at 8, Séanee, Mreso Springe
Thursday, 8, Members only 5 Saturday, 1030, Watceh. Night
Nerviee,

DPenge, S L. ——(nm] Lod'e, 943, .\[:l]lll‘ R, at 7

DPoplar, 1.0 Kerby .Hl , at =10,

Hiyent l/uhl - 31, M: n\h bone R, abt 70 Mr, J, Hoperoft,

Stepney.—-Mrs, Ayers', 45, Jubilee St, Commercial TWL, at 7.

Tuesday, at 8. Medinms and hpu it lists =pecially invited,

Welworti.~-102, Canberwell 1., .lL 7, Meeting : Thursday, at 8.
Lowestoft.—-Daybireak Villa, Prinee's St )Ou Tex IM.. at 232 and 6.50.
Macelesfield. — Free Chareh, Paradize Ht., at 230 and 6-30, 62, Fence

St at 230 and 6-30,

Manchester.—-Co-operative Assembly Rooms, Downing St
at 10-30 and 6.30 : Me, W, Johnson,

Alexonrough.- -AL 230 and 6.

A idd!eshrovgh. —Cleveland Hall] Newport R, at 10-30 and 6-20 : Mr,
MeKellar,

Temperance all, Baxter St, at 10-30 and 6-30,
Miles Platting. —W |l||.un St Vialey St 2.30 and 6-30
Mmlm/—-‘\h-mmn Room, Chureh St., ot 6 Mr. Holdsworth,
Nelson.—Victoria Hall, at 2-30 and 6-30 « Mr. I’ lant.
Neweastle-on-Tyne.—~20, Nelson St at 2-30, Lycenm ; at 6-30: Local,
North Shields.—, (tumlml 3t., Lycaum, at 2. 305 at 11 and 6-15.
Nr)t(inylmm.—f\furlv‘\' House, Slmkculu':m‘ St., at 1045 and 0-30;

Barnes.

Noo 245 at 7, Séance.

Now

T.ondon R,

M=

Mr. G Wright,
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Oldham.—Spiritual Temple, Joseph St., Union St., at 2-30 and 6.
Openshaw.—Mechanices’ [nstitute, Pottery Tone, Lycenm at 2 ; at 10-30
and 6 : Mr. 1. Postlethwaite, )
Oswaldlwistie.—3, Heyz, Stone Dridee Lane, at 2-30 and 6-30 : Local
Parkyate. —Bear T'ree Rd. (near Lottom), at 10.80 and 6-30, Lyceum.
Pendleion.—Co-operative Hall, at 2-30 and .30 : Mra. Britten.
Plymouth.—Notte St., 6-30: Mr. Burt, Trance, Mr. Leeder, Clairvoyant.
Spiritual Temple, Union DPlace, Stnnebnuse at 11: Mr. Bibbing’s
Christinas Lesson ; at 6-30 : Angels’ bonﬂ
Satlors’ Weleome, Union Place, Stonehothn, at 3: Miss Bond.
Portsmouth. ——Asaemlnlv Rooms, Clarendon St., Lake Rd., Landport, 6-30.
Rawtenstall.—At 10-30 ; at 2- JO Mrs, Hul(len ; and 6: Miss Maudsley.
Roclulale. —Regent Hall, 2.30 and 6 : Mr. Schutt. Thursday, 7-45.
Michael St., at 2- 30 and 6. Tuesday, at 7-45, Circle.
28, Blackwater St., 2-30 and 6 : Mr. J. Walsh, Wednesday, 7-30.
Salford.—48, Albion St., Windsor Bridge, 2-30 and 6-30. No services,
Wednesday, at 7-45: Mr. Pearzon.
Saltash.—Mr. Williscroft's, 24. Fore St., at 6-30.
Sheflield.—Cocoa House, 175, Pond St., at 6-30.
(‘entral Board School, Orchard Lane, at 2-3
Inman.
Slaithwaite.—Laith Lane, at 2-30 and 6 : Mrs. Beanfield.
South Shiclds.—19, Cambridge St., at 11 and 6-30 : Mr. Westgarth.
Progressive Society, 4, Lee St., Liyceumn, at 2-30; at 11 and 6:
Mrs. Yeelex,
Srerby Bridge.—lyceum,
Service.
Nunderland.—Back William=on Ter., at 2-15, Lyceum ¢ at 11 and 6-30,
Mr. Lashbrook, Wednesday, at 7-30, Clairvoyance.
Monkwearmouth, 3, Ravensworth Ter., at 6.
Tunstall —13, Rathbone St., at 6.30,
Tildestey. — 206, Flliot St at 2:30 and 6 : Mr, Gregory.
Walsall.—Lxchange Rooms, Hirzh St., at 6-30.
Westhouyhton. —Spiritual Hall; Wingates, 2-30 and 6 30 : Mr. C. Wade.
Thursday, 7-30.
West Pelton. —Co-operative Hall, at 10-30, Lyceum ; at 2 and 5-30,
West Vale.—Mechanics' Institute, at 2-30 and 6 ¢+ Mr. A. D, Wilson.
IWihsey.—Hardy St., at 2-30 and 6@ Miss Cowling.
Wisheeh.—Lecture Room, Public Hall, at 6-15 : Local.

and 6-30: Mr. W,

Haolling Lane, at 2.30 and 6-30 : Musical

PROSPECTIVE ARRANGEMENTS.

YORKSHIRIE DISTRICT SPIRITUALISTS COMMITTEE,
PrLaN oF Sreakkers ror JaNvary, 18838,

Corresponding Seeretary, MroJo WinTeEAD, 21, Airedale Sq., Bradford,

BatLey (ann: 6 pon—1, My Holdsworth; 8, Open ; 15,
Mr. Hepworth Meo Armitaze s 29,0 Mrse Connell. --Mr. J.
Armitage, See., Stonefield House, Honging Heaton, Deswsbury,

Perston: Temperanee Hall, 2290 wad 6 -1 My, Parker @ 8, Mra. Bean-
Lenied 0 15, Miss Cowling 5 220 Misa Hartley o 29, Miss Patefield.—
Mre. Jas, Bolingon, See., Wouds Terrace, Beerton, Leedas.

dowriNa o Spiritual Tabernaele, Harker St 2-89 and 6 —1, Mrs. Jarvis

R, Mrs. Hargreaves amdl Mr. Thresh o 150 Mrs. Smith; 22, Miss

Capstick ; 20, Mra. Crowther.—Mr. H. Smith, Sec., 1, Barkerend

Town St

v hae)

— -,

IFold, Barkerend UL, Dradfond,

Hoarirax o Spictualist ITnstitntion. 1, Winding ]{I A0 and 6 and
Monday evenines 7-90—=1wed 20 Mr. Weieght n.ml O Mrs Giroom
15, Mrs, Green, also 16 women onfvi ;s 22 an _’i Mrs, Greeg
90 Mr. Schutt, also 30 Jmen only). Mro S, Jageer, Claremount,

Halifax.

Heckyoxpwigk : Charehi St 230 and 6 -1, Mrs. Dickenson ; 8 Mr.
DBush : 15, Miss Hoarrizon ;o 220 Mrs, Slater and Friend ; 20, Mr.
Fepley.—Mr, C. H. Cloagh, Sec., Butts Row, Gomersad, near Leeds.

Kercueey ; Albion Hall, 230 and 6. -1, Mis=s Wilson ; 8, Miszs Cowling ;
15, Miss Harris :nul Mirs, Grimshaw ;220 Mr, and Mra. Carr; 293,
Mra, Riley.—Mr. J. Wilkinson, Sec 17, Camphell St Keighley.

LLEED: l~\¢.mlngu al H. Ul Grove Ilrmwl ane, Branswick lvrruce, 2.30
and 6.0 -1, Open @ S, Mr. Holmes; 15, Mrs, Togham 5 22, Miss
Wilson ;200 Miss Cowling. - Mro H. Midgley, See, 220 Stanley
View, Armley.

Lirps: Spiritaal Institate, 240 Cookridge St 2230
Cowling . 8, My Crowther; 150 M. l-'.q»h_\ v 22, Toeal
Armitage.—=Mr. J. W, Turton, Sce., 33, Glasshonse St

T.ITTI! Houwtox Lane s Spirituad Pemple, 1, Spacer Street, 10-30 and 6 —

My, Hopwood 3 80 Mro anld Mrs, Carrs 15, Mrs, (,unmll AL
\Ilw Patehield 3 23 and 29, Mr. Hold<werth,—Mre. J. Parker) Sec,,
631, Lattle Hann Lane,

Monrey ¢ Spivitual Missien Room, (hm.h St 2280 and 6--1, Mr
Holtmes 5 8, Openy 15, Mrss Ceaven ;220 Mre Avinitacze 3 29, Moy,
I!v::n].uul.-——.\lr. oL Ilr:ullmg, Sec., 1 3, Seotehman e, Brunt-
clitte, near Leeds,

OrLey Roan: Spivitual Meeting Rooms, Otley 1.,
fi—1 Mr. Armitage ; S0 Mrs. Wade 5 15, Open;

and 6-30 =1, Miss
29, Mr.

Bradford, 2.30 and
22, Mr, Parker;

‘-ﬂ‘

20 Mr. Holmes.—Mr. J. Burchell, Sec., 59, Otley Rd., Bradford,
WisT Vark (near Halitax) . Mm-lmnius' Institute, 2-30 and 6—1, Mru,
Gregg s & Mr. Tetlow Mr. Avrmitage; 22, Mr. Walsh; 29,

Miss Harris and Friend. - \ll T. Berry, See., Greetland, Halifax.
Winsky : Hardy St 2-30 and 6 —1, Mo J0 M. \nuth; 8, Miss Harrison ;
15, Mi<s \\'ilsun e 22 Miss Harrvisy 29, Mr. Peel.—Mr. Geo. Saville,

Nee., 17, Hlllilll”l‘H = i.nu . Moanchester Rd, Bradford.

N —Until further notice the Meetings of the Yorkshire District
Committee. will be held at Scott’s Dining Rooms, East Parade, Leeds
Rd., Beadford,

Mr. Wylde's proposed visit to Yorkshire i< poatponed.

>

THE BANNER OF LIGHT, the oldest spiritual paper in

the world,  Publisbed by M:%:q Corny  AxD Rien, Roaton,
Muex, ULS.A, Sole lmnpenn Agent, Mro H. A, I\I\.IISH\' l,
Ne \\g.tv Street, Newcastle-on-Tyne,
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PLANS FOR JANUARY, 1888S.

BraprorD @ Spiribualist Church, Walton Street, Hall Lane, at 2-30 and
6.—1 and 2, Mr. Schutt; 8, Mr. J. Armitage ; 15, Mr. and Mrs.
Carr; 22, Miss Harrizon; 29 and 30, Mr. G. Wright.—T. J.
Poppleston, 20, Bengal Street, Ripley Street.

Brapnrorp: Spiritual Lyceuny, Addison Street —Children’s Lyceum,
9-45 ; Services, at 2-30 and 6-30—1, Local ; 8, Mrs. Witeoke; 15,
Mrs, Butler aud Mrys, Hargreaves ; 22, Mrs. Craven ; 29, Mrs. J. ).
Smith.—J. H. Smith, Sec., 227, Leeds Road.

DarwiEN : Church Bank Street at 2-30 and 6-30—1, B. Plant ; 8, Mrs.
Buttertield ; 15, T. Postlethwaite ; 22, J. Swindlehurst ; 29, Miss
Annie Walker,—Mr. I5. Lord, Hon. Sec., 144, Bolton Road.

HUDDERSFIELD : Assembly Rooms, Drook Street.—1, Mrs. Wallis; 8§,
Mr. Hepworth; 15, Mizs H. A. Wilson ; 22, Mr. Johnson ; 29,
Mrs. Green.

HUppeERSFIELD : Kayves Buildings, Corporation St., off Ramsden St., at
2.30 and 6.—1, Mixs Cowling ; 8, Mra. Craven; 15, Mrs. Connell ;
22, Mrs. Riley aud Mr. Moulson; 29, Mr. Hepworth.—Mr. J.
Hewing, Cor. See.

Loxpoy : Islington, Wellington Hall, Upper Street, at 6-30.—1, Experi-
ence Meeting for Members; 8 Mr. Hoperoft ; 16, Mr. Wortley
23, Mra. Tlawkine ; 30, Open.—A. M. Rodger.

Orpuay . Spiritun]l Temple: 1, Mr. W, Johnson; 8§, Mr. J. (", Mac-
donald ; 15, Mr., F. W, Wallis ; 22, Mrs. Dutterfield ; 29, Local.—
J. 8. Gibson, Cor, Sec., 41, Bowden Street,

OprENsHAW ¢ Society of Spiritualists, Mechanics” Institut?, DPottery
Lane: 1, Mr. J. (. McDonald 5 8, Mr. A. D). Wilson; 15, Mrs,
Groom ; 22, Mr. Geo. Wright; 29, Mr. W, Johnson.—J. T. Page,
Cor. Sec., 14, Lord Street, Openshaw.,

Correspondence,

To the Liditor of “ The Two Worlds.”

In retiring from the office of Corresponding Secretary I beg to thank
all the friends and speakers that my duty has brought me into contact
with, for the kind assistance and encouragement that I have received
during the time that I have held the above position, and trust that the
rame will be extended to my successor, Mr. Hewing, who, T am sure,
will always study to do his duty.

Should any friends require information that we ean supply for the
furtherance of the cause, I shall be very glad, at any time, along with
him, to furnish same if it lies within our power to do so.—! remain,
yvourz, in the cause of progress,

JaMES WM, HEMINGWAY,
Chapel Street, Mold Green, Hudderstield,

CoRRFRPONDENT desires to know the address of Professor Kershaw, the
Mesmerist, for a cace of fits.  Address Mr. Wallis, at the oftice of
this paper.

MESMERISM, MACNETISM, & MASSACE,

A Demy Svo. Pamphlet, hound in Limp Cloth,
Comprising 152 pages, price 28 6., beautifully illustrated, containing
full conci-e instructions in

MESMERISM, MASSAGE, AMD CURATIVE MAGNETISM,
By D. YOUNGER,
PROFESSOR OF MESMERISM, BOTANY, AND MASSURE.

The above i= the first portion of a larger and more comprehensive
work, now ready, entitled, The Magnetic and Botanic Family
Physician and Practice of Natural Medicine, @ Demy Svo. vol,
of 534 pages price Toa 64, including plain diagnosis of all ordinary
digeases and how totreat them by =afe Botanie remedies and Magnetisio,
Also carcful directions for the preparation of various Botanic medicines,
tinctures, oils, limments, salves, powders, pitls, poultices, baths, toilet
requisites; and other sanitary apphances.  Also a deseription of the
medicinal properties of all the herbs uzed, To he had of the SubFditor
of thix paper, and all Dooksellers Published hy Fo WO ALLYN, 4, Ave
Maria Lane, London,

Mr. YOUNGER may be comsulted, cither persimally or by letter, at
22, LEDLEURY ROAD, BAYSWATER, LONDON. The strictest
confidence may be relied upon. Testimonials xoT solicited.

Y

Mr. W. WAKEFIRLD,
MEDICAL CLA!RVOYANT,

Magnetic Healer and Medical Botanist,
Healing at a distance Medlical Diagnosis, Remedlies, &c.

MRS, WAKEFIELD,
MITDICAT, PSYCITOMETRIST,
In Female Diseases and Derangements successful.

ADDRESS =74, COBOURG STREET, LIEDS.

LIGHT, a Journal of Psychical, Oceult, and Mystical Resenrch. 16
pages weekly.  I'rice 2d.—Oflice: 16, Craven Strect, Charing
Cross, W.C,

THE.MEDITJM AND DAYBREAK. 16 pagea weckly,
Price 11d.---Office @ 15, Southampton Row, Holborn, W.C.

THE OCCULTIST. A Monthly Journal of Pxychological and
Mystical Rescarel. rice 11, J. Thomas, Kingsley, Cheshire,

THE GOLDEN GATE, a weekly paper, published in Sun

Franciseo,  Iudited by Mre, J. J. Owny,

TWO WORLDS.
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I.

HOW TO INVESTIGATE SPIRITUALISM; OR, RULES I'ORt
THLE SPIRIT CIRCLE.

e e rA———— b —— = =

THE Spirit Circle is the assembling together of a number of persons
seeking communion with the spirits who have passed from earth to the
world of souls. The chief advantage of such an assembly 13 the mutual
impartation and reception of the combined magnetisms of the assem-
Llage, which form a force stronger than that of an isolated subject—
enabling spirits to commune with greater power and developing the
latent gifts of mediumship. '

The first conditions to be observed relate to the persons who com-
pose the circle. These should be, as far as possible, of opposite tem-
peraments, as positive and negative; of moral characters, pure minds,
and not marked by repulsive points of cither physical or mental condi-
tion. No person suffering from disease, or of debilitated physique,
should be present at any circle, unless it is formed expressly for healing
purposes. I would recommend the number of the circle never to he
less than three, or more than twelve. The best number is eight. No
person of a strong positive temperament should be present, as any such
magnetic spheres emanating from the circle will overpower that of the
spirits, who must always be positive to the circle in order to produce
phenomena.

Never let the apartment be over-heated, the room should be well
ventilated.  Avoid strong light, which, by producing motion in the
atmosphere, disturbs the manifestations. A sulxlued light is the most
favourable for apiritual magnetism.

I recommend the séance to be opened either with prayer or a song
sung in chorusg, after which subdued, barmaonising conversation is better
than wearisome silence ; but let the conversation be directed towards
the purposge of the gathering, and never sink into discussion or rise to
emphasis. Always have a pencil and paper on the table, avoid entering
or quitting the room, irrelevant conversation, or disturbances within or
without the circle after the séance has commenced.

Do not admit unpunctual comers, nor suffer the air of the room to
be disturbed after the sitting commences.  Nothing but necessity,
indigposition, or tmpressions, should warrant the disturlbance of the
gitting, WHICH SHOULD NEVER cxcecd twn hours, unless an extension of
time be solicited by the Spirits,

Let the séance always extend to one hour, even if no results are
obtained ; it sometimes requires that time for spirits to form their
battery. Let it Le also remembered that circles are experimentil,
hence no one should be discouraged if phenomena are not produced at
the first few sittings. Stay with the same circle for six sittings; if no
phenomena are then produced you may be sure you are not assimilated
to each other ; in that case, let the members meet with other persons
until you succeed.

A well-developed test medinm may =it without injury for any per-
son, but a circle sitting for mutual development should never admit
persons addicted to bad habits, strongly positive or dogmatical. A
candid inquiring spirit is the only proper frame of mind in which to sit
for phenomena, the delicate magnetism of which is made or marred as
much by mental as physical conditions.

Impressions are the voices of spirits or the monitions of the apirit
within us, and should always be followed out, unlesa suggestive of
wrong in act or word. At the opening of the circle, one or more are
often imprersed to change seats with others.  One or more are
impressed to withdraw, or a feeling of repulsion makes it painful to
remain. Let these impressions be faithfully regarded, and pledge each
other that no offence shall be taken by following impressions,

If a strong impression to write, speak, sing, dance, or gesticulate
possesg any mind present, follow it out faithfully. It has a meaning if
vou cannot at first realize it. Never feel hurt in your own person, nor
ridicule your neighbour for any failures to express or discover the
meaning of the apirit impressing you.

Spirit control is often deficient, and at first imperfect, By often
yielding to it, your organism becomes more flexible, and the spirit mnore
expericnced 3 and practice in control iz necessary for apirits as well as
mortals,  If dark and evil disposed apirits manifest Lo you, never drive
them away, but always strive to elevate them, and treat them as von
would mortals, under similar circumstances. Do not always atiribute
falschoods to **lying spirits,” or deceiving mediums.  Maeyv ni-takes
occur in the commuunion of which you cannot always be aware,

Unless charged by epirits to do otherwise do not continue to hold
gittings with the same parties for more than a twelvemonth.,  After
that time, if not before, fresh elements of magnetism are essential,
Some of the original circle should withdraw, and others take their
places.

Never seck the spirit cirele ina trivial or deceptive spivit,
and then only, have you cause to fear it,

Never permit any one to sit in cireles who suffers from it in heslth
or mind,  Magnetisin in the care of such persons is a drug, which
operates perniciously, and should be carefully avoided,

Iivery seventh person can be a medinm of some kind, and become
developed through the judicious operatious of the spirit circle,  When
once mecdiums are fully developed, the circle sometinies hecotne <
injurious to them. When they feel this to Le the case, let none he
offended if they withdraw, and only use their gifts in other tines anid
places,

All persons are sulject to spirit influence and gnidance, but only
one 1n seven can 8o externalize this power as to berome what is called a
medium; and let it ever be remembered that trance speakers, no less
than medinmes for any other gift, can never he iniluenced by rpivits far
beyond their own normal capacity in the »Marrtenr of the lint(‘lli',:vncc
l'cn-d(.‘n.-d, t.llc llllglltltjslll of the spivits being but a quickening fire,
which inspires the brain, and, like a hot-house process on plante, forecs
mmto prominence latent powers of the mind, but ercates nothing.  Iiven
in the case of merely automatic speakers, writers, rapping, and other
forms of test mediumship, the intelligence of the spirit 18 measurably
almpcd. hy t.,he capacity and idiosynerasies of the medinm,  All *‘I'il‘i.t
power is limited in expression by the organism through which it works,
nnd Bpirits may control, inspire, and influence the human mind, hut do
not change or re-create it.—EMya Hanvince Brirres,

'T'hen,
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NOTICE TO SPIRITUALISTS & MERIUMS.
J . W . O W H 1IN

Qualified Medical Herbalist (by Examination),

Memher of the National Association of Medical Hevbalists.
Member of the Society of United Medical Herbalists of Great Britain,

102, GEORGE ST., HYDE, MANCHESTER,

Respectfully informs Spiritnalists and Mediums that he is prepared to
make up any medicine, recipe, or medical preseription given through
Mediums, or otherwise obtained, from pure Botanic Remedies, and that
he can also supply the Crude Herbs, Roots, Barks, &c., as the casc
Imay require.

Nothing but Pure and Genuine Herbal Medicines used or sold by J. W 0.

J

Dr. FOX says, “ Get all your Herbs and Compounds pure, or how
can you depend on thew.  Dotanic Remedies should be as pure as God
in his wisdom has given them to man.”

THE EDITOR OF TIHE MEDICAT HERBALISTS MONTIHILY
CIRCULAR says, “ DON'T purchase Botanic Remedies where Herbs,
&e., are hung up in hunches in draughty plices, or expoged to every
kind of weather, fog, gas, or poisoned air, but get them where they are
nicely protected in packets or drawers, and kept, dry.”

THIZ EDITOR oF “THE ECLECTIC JOURNAL AND
MEDICAL FREE PRESS” says, “ We particularly advise our frionds
to purchase their Herbs cut up small and pressed in packets ; never huy
those that have been exposed in windows for a length of time, or hunyg
up in the dust and smoke of shops; such herbs are all but worthles<.”

Therefore, if you repnire pure and genuine Herbal Medicines, or the
treatment of any disease by Botanie Remedies, write or go to

102, GEORGE STREET, HYDE, MANCHESTER,

where every care is taken in the storage of Herbs, Roots, Darks, &c., all
of which are kept nicely cut up and pres-ed in packets and drawers,
free from dust, damp, gases; and poisoned vapours of every kind,

The following testimonial is from Jiv. 1. Johknson, the well-known

trance medium.
148, Mottram Road, Hyde,
October 17th, 1887,

I have much pleasure in stating that I have known Mr. J. W. Owen
for a number of years, and as a Medical Botanist he has always con-
ducted his business in a most respectable and honourable manner.  To
my friends requiring herbs of any kind, or prescriptions given through
medinms made up, I ean with the grentest confidence recommmend him
as a person well quadified to supply them with the articles reqguired.
Mr. Owen 13 a man held in great respect by Lhis fellow townsmen @ ag
a proof of this he has heen Poor-Jaw Guardian for the Borough of Hyide
for some time, and being also o Spiritualist, T believe every confidence
may be placed in him, W, JOHNSON,

The following are a fewr abstracts from a somewha! lony Ietler wlich
J. W 0. has received from E. Gatlagher, Esq., Mcdical Clairvoyant.
Stockport.

Dear My, Owen,—— [ must in justice to you say that your herbs, roots,
and barks did much in rixing me to my present position as a Medical
Clairvoyant., Wherever T have used vour herbs, &eo, it was with sne-
cess, as [ have always found them well dried and fuil of medicinal
propertics, and ag you are aware most of my paticots are those who have
been turned away as incarable by the orthodox, yet [ have cured them
by botanical remedies; hut that could not be effected unless the aeents
cmployed (hierbs, roots, and barks) were of the best quality ; these, [
am glad to say, I have always found at vour large stores.—1I am, dear
Mr. Owen, yours fraternally, E. GALLAGHER,

——

Price List forwarded on application. All letters containing a
Stamped Envelope promptly answered, and Medicine sent
to all parts of the Kingdom,

OBSERVE THE AODRESS:

THE HYOE BOTANIC DISPENSARY & HERBAL MEDICINE STORES,
102, GEORGE ST., HYDE, MANCHESTER.

GERALD MASSEY'S LECTURES.

1. THE HISTORICAL (JEWISIH) JESUS AND TIHS
MYTHICAL (EGYPTIAN) CHRINT.

2. PAUL AS A GNOSTIC OPPONENT, NOT THIS
APOSTLE OF HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY.

3. THE LOGIA O THE 1.ORD; OR,

THE PRE-CHRISTIAN SAYINGS ASCRIBED TO

JESUS THE CHRIST.
4, THE DEVIL OF DARKNESS; OR, EVIL IN THE
LIGHT OF EVOLUTION,

5. MAN IN SEARCH OlF HIS SOUTL, DURING FIITY
THOUSAND YEARS, AND HOW HIE FOUND IT.

THE SEVEN SOULS OF MAN, AND THISIR

(ULMINATION IN CHRIST.
GNOSTIC AND HISTORIC CHRISTIANITY.

0.

7.

R,  LUNIOLATRY ; ANCIENT AND MODERN,
0. THE HEBREW AND OTHER ('REATIONS

FUNDAMENTALLY EXPLAINISD,
Price One Shilling each, of the Author, Villa Bordighiera, New Southgate,
l,n]](ltlll’ h ;o from I, W, \\"AI.I.IS, J\gl‘lll}.

THE TWO WORLDS.

Mps. COLDSBROUCH'S WONDERFUL MEDICINE.

A very successful and effective remedy for Fits.  Several patients now
being attended who have not had the slightest symptoms since
commencing this treatment.

A week's supply of medicine (including carviage) 3s. 6d.

Mrs. GOLDSBROUGH'S PREMIER EMBROCATION.

For Twisted Guiders and Sprains of every description, Rheumatic in
all its stages ; if well rubbed in it cannot be equalled. Football players
should never Le without it, as it is the best remedy ever used for all the
accidents (where the skin is not broken) the players of this popular
game are suhject, to.

Sold in bottles at 9d. and 1s. each ; Post free at 1s. and 1s. 8d. each.

Address—28, Gt. Russell Street, off Preston Street, Bradford.

irs. GOLDSBROUGH'S CENTURY OINTMENT.

A never-failing remedy for Obstinate Sores of every description.
In boregat 3d.,6d., and 1s.; Post free at 43d., 74d., and 1. 3d. in stamps,

Mrs. GOLDSBROUGH'S UNIVERSAL OINTMENT.

For Scalds, Burns, Ruptures, Abscesses, Uleers, and all old standing Sores,
In boxes at 3d.,6d., and 1s.; Pos* free at 45d.,73d., and 13. 3d. in stamps.

Mzs. GOLDSBROUGH'S SKIN OINTMENT.

For Skin Diseases of all kinds.
Inhores at S 6d., and 1. Post free at 43d., Tid., and 1s. 3d. in stamps.

Virs. GOLOSBROUGH'S HEALING OINTMENT.

+ or Sore and Tender Feet, Corns, Fresh Cuts and Bruises ; two or three

diressings will make a Grand Cuare.
Inloresat 3d, Gl and 1s.; Post free at 45d.,74d., and 18.3d. in stamps.

Mrs. GOLDSBROUGH'S FEMALE PiLLS.

Remove all Ob:truction, and correct all Irregularities.
In Dores at Shd.and 18, 5d.; Post free at 10d. and 1s. 63d. in stamps.

Mas. G:LDSBROUGH'S LIVER PILLS.

For the Liver Complaint in all 1tz stages.
In Boxes at Syl and 1s. hd.; Post free at 10d. and 18. 83d. in stamps,

Note the Address -28, GREAT RUSSELL STREET,
OFF PRESTON STREET, BRADFORD.

Just PPuprisnuen, 102 v Foonscear 8vo., CLoTi, GILT-EDGES,
().'

~y

6.
From Ober the Tomb,

By A LADY.

Of the Necessities of Salvation.

Price

CoxtiENT=: -SEc11oy 1L

Seer. 11 Of God’s Manifestation to Man and Man's
Nature,  Sger, 1H: Of the Teaching and Example of
Christ,  Seer. IV Of Duty on Farth. Seer. V.. Of

sSpiritual Existence and the State after Death,
In this very extensive stinuaary of Spivitual Teaching, it is stated that
the Lady's hushand in Spivit-lire communicated 1t through her hand,

Joras, 13, Sovrthnaveron Row, Lozxpoxy W

J.

CARIDS.

Mr. Wm. Victor Wyldes, Trance and Inspirational Orator, Psycho-
metric, Sensitive, and Clairvoyant Medium. Consultations daily 8 p.m. to
O p.n. Appoint by letter, The Iadies College, Axhited Row, Birnnogham,

Mrs. Gregg, Test and Dusiness Clairvoyant, at home Wednesday,
Tharsday, and IFriclay; 7, Oatland Terrace, Camp Road,; Leeds.

a

Neptune, the Astrologer, has removed, and may be addressed as

R. 1. Penny, 11, Bridge Street, Bristol.

All persons requiring Clairvoyant advice on Spiritual or

BRusiness matters should conault “ Synthicl.’”  Terms, 2/6 for time
and labour, with stamped addressed envelope.  Address, “ Synthiel,

care of Mrs. GQrieve, 18, Wrenbury Street, Falge Lane, Liverpool.

Persons in need of Clairvoyant advice on any Subject
write for prospectus to Julins Balsamo, 18, Silver Street, Bedford, Beds,,

enelosing stamped addressed envelope for reply.

Psychometric Examinations for the Dingnosis of Diseases, and
treatinent by Sommambulic Mesmerism, at any distance.—R. Harper,

62, Tvyvedale Road, Nunhead, London, Sk

—

Alchemy and the Water Doctor. by H. ()]_ivm‘, Author of
S Rhvines of Youth,” 62, StoJames Street, Leedss Price 1s, :

o
o ——

“ANTED, a ~ituation as u<eful companion toa lady.
Lo travel, Oy, Paarton ot cLion via “.ll'll:-]v}‘.

No nhjcctiun

‘ INCE OF CURING CONSTITUTIONAL
T%IESE%IE% BY SOMNAMBULIC MESMBERISM."

Price 2d., post free from the Author, RosT. Haurenr, 62, Ivydale
Road, Nunhead, London, S.E.
THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL, a

eckly paper published Ly Col J. Co Buxbpy, Chieago, 111, U.8.A,
hoen 1 f\[r, }E. W. Warnis, and Mr., Krrsey,

Agrents:
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SOLE EUROPEAN AGENCY OF
The ‘“Banner of Light” Publishing House.

BOSTON, MASS., U.S.A.

COLBY AND RICHEC

Publish and keep for sale at Wholesale and Retail a complete

assortment of

SPIRITUAL, PROGRESSIVE, REFORMATORY AND
MISCELLANEOUS BOOKS,

Amongst the authors are Andrew Jackson Davis, Hon. Robert Dale
Owen, Dr. James M. Pecbles, Henry C. Wright, Giles B. Stebbins,
D. D. Home, T. R. Hazard, William Denton, Rev. M. B. Craven,
Judge J. W. Edmonds, Prof. S. B. Brittan, Allen Putnam, Epes Sargent,
W. F. Evans, Kerzey Graves, A. B. Child, P. B. Randolph, Warren S.
Barlow, J. O. Barrett, Mrs. Emma Hardinge Britten, Miss Lizzie Doten,
Mrs, Maria M. King, Mrs. Cora L. V. Richmond, ete.

Any Book published in America, not out of print, will be sent by post.

During the absence of Mr. J. J. Morse upon his Lecture Tour in the
Colonies, the Business of this Agency has been placed in the hands of the
undersigned, at the joint request of Messrs, Colby & Richiand Mr. Morse.

All the Publications of C. & R. are kept in stock, or supplied to order
by their Sole Agent.—

H. A. KERSEY,

1, NEWGATE STREET, NEWCASTLE -ON-TYNE.

TERMS8 CASH, LIST AND CATALOGUES TOKT FREE.

European Agent for the following Spiritual Papers @ —

THE BANNER OF LIGHT - 15/- per ann.
THE RELIGIO-PHILOSOPHICAL JOURNAL 12/6

don
THE GOLDEN GATE - - - 12/6 o,
THE CARRIER DOVE (an illustrated weckly) - 12/6 o,
THE WORLD'S ADVANCE-THOUGHT (monthly) 5/-  do.
FACTS (a monthly magazine) . . 5/6 do.

The abore Subscriptions are payable in Advance, and include Postage,

SPECIMEN COrIE8 CAN BE OBTAINED.

KERR'S SPECIALITIES IN STATIONERY.

A FASHIONAPLE VISITING CARDS, No
New Finest Ivory. 50 for 1/6, 100 for 2/6. Plate
Process. Address—6d4. extra, post free, Required.

Auy A Box oF MosocrayM NoTE aND Exvepopgs | Stanped i

F'wo . , . P brilliant
Lotters, | roi 1, post free 1/3, Colonm,
In White, | 120 SureTs Goon WRITING Parkr, SraMreD q .

] s . . L Y Splendid
Cream, WITH ANY ADDRFSS, FOR 2/-, post. free; 2/4 Value
or (irey. Cash with each Order. .

Wedding, Menu, and Ball Cards,
Every varicty of High-Class Stationery and Artists’ Materials,
HERALDIC STATIONERY QFFICIE,

135, Northumberland St., Newcastle-on-Tyne.

INDIGESTION, BRONCHITIS, RHEUMATISM.
BATEMAN'S W(EI_D—E_RFUL REMEDIES.

It you suffer from Indigestion, Liver Complaints, or
Diseases of the Kidneys, just send for a hottle of BATEMAN'S
EXTRACT; orif you are aflicted with Bronchitis, Neuralgia,
or Rheumatism, then send for a bhottle of BATEMAN'S
EMBROCATION, these two of  wonderful
efficacy, to which hundreds can testify.,

Fach medicine will be sent post free on receipt of fifteen stamps, by
the «ole proprietor, GEORGE ROGERS, 45, Mill Street,
MACCLESFIELD.

Relicf Stemping and Engraving.

for medicines are

JOHN HARWOOD,

MANUFACTURER af
Printer’'s Blanketing, Roller, Drawing, Spinning,

Clearer, and Loin Cloths, Blankets, &c.,

LITTLEBOROUGH, Nrar MANCHESTER.

Printed for “Tur Two WorLps'
hitn at Dennsgate and Rid

" Publishing Company Limitad, by Jous Ievwoon, Excelsior Printing and Bookbinding Works, Manchester, and Published |
gefield, Manchester s winel at 1, Paternoster Baildings, Loudon,

If you require Medical Treatment or Advice
WRITEE OR GO Tuo

THE HYDE BOTANIC DISPENSA«Y & HERBAL MEDICINE STORES,

102, GEORGE ST., HYDE, MANCHESTER.
The Herbal System of Medicine strictly carried out by

JT. W. OW HEIN,
Qualified Medical Herbalist (by Examination),

Member of the National Association of Medical Herbalists,
Member of the Socicty of United Medical Herbalists of (freat Britain.

Sufferers from Diseases of the Stomach, Liver, Lungs, Heart,

Bowels, Kidneys, Nervous Discases, Piles, Rheumatism,

Impurities of the Blood, Skin Affections, &ec., are invited to
test this System of Medicine,

Wounds of every description Skilfully Treated
CONSULTATIONS DAI_LY, from 9 a.m. until 8 p.m.

(sandays and Thursdays excepted.)
All letters containing a Stamped Envclope promptly answered, and
Medicine sent to all parts of the Kingdon.

OBSERVE THHRE ADDRESS:

THE HYDE BOTANIC DISPENSARY & HERBAL MEDICINE STORES.

102, GEORGE ST. HYDE, MANCHESTER.
THE

CIRCLE ORGAIN.

THIS CHARMING LITTLE INSTRUMENT
is specially adapted for use in the Circle; its tone is exceed-
! ingly sweet and soft, and for harmonizing the minds of the
sitters there is nothing which has proved so effective.
ITS APPEARANCE IS NFEAT AND ATTRACTIVE,

i beine in handsome Polished Walnut Case, and forms an Ornament to the Pannotn
or brawiscg Rooy. It has five octaves, and i< on the American Organ prineiple
of construction.  The Xale of this bewtiful little Instrument has already been
very extensive, and it is confidently believed that under its sympathetic and
melwlions influence most excetlent results are obtained.

Drice £8 8 (Cash with order).

SENT, CAREFULLY PACKED IN CASE, TO ANY RAILWAY STATION
IN THE UNITED KINGDOM. CARRIAGE FREE.

N. HEINS & GU DEETHOVEN HALIL, HEREFORD-

.y AND BROAD STREET,
WINTER! WINTER!! WINTER!!!

Keep yvoursell warm by wearing

PEMBERTON'S KNITTED CARDIGAN JACKETS,
(A1l Waool) Plain and Fancey Tatterns.
Prices from 6/- to 12-- quality  gunrantecd.

LADIES’ BODICES AND SKIRTS
Knit to order at reasonable terms.
Stockings for Children from 6d.: ditto for Women from 1/6;
ditto for Men from 1'9
A trial earnestly solicited. Note the Addreas:

J. PEMBERTON,

86, ANVII, ST. BDBILACKBUIRN.
Dear Mr. Pemberton,-=The Cardizan you knitted for me gave every
sati~faction,  During the coldest weather, and on the longest journey=,
it kept me warm and wag a great comfort. I wore it all last winter,
and it i3 now almost as good as new. The Jerseys you made for our
boys have been strong and serviceable. I heartily recominend my
friends to give you their orders.—Yours traly, E. W. WALLIS.

PARKER’S 2/- TEA.

PA]{KE]{ asks vou to send 2/-, cither in Stamps or Postal Order,
when he will send you ONE POUND of his splendid Tea.
I'orker 18 now SELLING 3’00(”]13, of TIhA WEFEKLY to persons who
call ned send for same,  Thanks to the Parcel Post system, which
enables persons of all elarges, in the remotest towns and villages to
~obtain such magnificent Tea at such a low price. When you have
tasted Panrker’s TeEa, you will continue to drink it, and recommend it
to all your friends.  Send 2/- in Stamps, or Postal Order, and address
your letter to—T., PARKER, Wholesale Tea Dealer,
Deptford, Liondon, S.H, [ Plense mention this paper,

. JUDGSON,

YEAST IMPORTER,

THE BEST GERMAN CIRCLE & HAMBURG PURE,
58, EMILY ST. KEIGHLEY.

DID JESUS DIE ON THE CROSS AND RISE FROM
THE DEAD? A critical examination and comparison of
the gospel narratives, showing their irreconcilable contrudic-
tions, discrepancies and unreliability, by K. W, Wallis

[

All‘“

oach,

3d.

Nowi?eady.
SOINGS AND SOLOS,

For Seaxce, Hose, or Suspay SERvICE.
. Comprising the favourite Solus sung by Mr. Wallis at his meetings, and
original Hymn Tunex.  Paper covers, 1s., cloth, 2s.

|

P

vy
Company’s Office, 61, George Street, Chicetham Hill, Mauchester,
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