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TEN years ago, one of the chief sources of an~ety
which moved the mind of many. an earnest believer in
spirit commm;ion was, to ascertain what the· world
thought of Spiritualism, and "bther people" said about
Spiritunlistt:.
From a vnrie~y of causes inherent in the movement
itself, but principally fmm a recognition of the invincible
strength, and unconquernble force with wl:i.ich this same
mo,•ement has marched on to it-, conquest over public
opinion, Spil'itualists have grmm less and leas eager to secure the world's endorsement, or their fello\v-mcn's fiworable verdict ; and now the popular tone "'of inquiry in the
rnnks of Spirituali~m seems t{) be concerning its issues ~
the Spiritualists themselves. Believers in spirit communion may be heard on every side, anxiously questioning
one another as to what is to be the result of the wonderful work that has been wrought in their midst, what line
of special duty may be perceived fo.r them to fulfill ;ei!pecting it; whether organization should be the order
of the day, and if Ro, in what form ? Advocates for and
'against credal definition~, depll.rtures, separations, limita23

'
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tions, and associative action, grow more
more nuroer."
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a~d

ous n.nd zealous ilr urging their opinions' upon each other.
Whilst one set of bt!lievers clamorously announce their
especial views as the ·Alpha. and Omega of Spiritualism,
imother party regards them as 'disruptive of all that ~
good and true, and antagonistic tci the highest interests
of the faith. In the mean tiu~e, there are ot"pers who
lo_ok on in silent amazement and profound sorrow, now
mn.rveli~g ·what demo:n has stit•red up the spirit of such
bitter corite~tion, and whfl.t still morE! malignant po\ters
can have op!lrated to. blacken ove1· a ·sublime and heavenly truth, wit.h .the -filth and slime. that belong to man's
··
merely earthly nature.
Where are these strange ~nd seemingly contradictory
indications leading 1 Who can ·harmonize them, or who. ,.
solve t~e problem of their existence at all?
To these queries it seem'! as if but one solut,ion could
"Qe given, and yet· that_ one covers the whole ground of
the mystery. Spiritualists are· more engaged in defining
thei:r isp7- by their own id.ioRyncracies, than by the inherent
principles of the movement itself. For example: one
bold and boastfLtl set of individuals, styling themselves
ty sam~ high-so\mding sobriquet, calculated to impress
the uninitiated'with the idea that they are the represent.. atives of 'the whole race, to say nothing of any section
-.-of ~t, ~nd gathering themselves -together with all the
-egotistical assumption of a_ World's' Congress, proceed to
pass bla~nt resolutions, and enunciate bomb~tic theories
·that would.. ""shame high heaven," and" mn!'-e the angels
weep;" and then trumpet· forth their folly to mankind as
"Spir~tunlism."
· _
Aud3:cious ft'e!'l.thinkers, incapable of rising to t~e
· conq~ption. ·of any existence hig_her than -their own, vote
the idea of Deity
antiquated rriytli; religion an inv.en. tion of P,riestcra.ft; the mile I ves · the . mighty iconoclasts

an
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commissioned to shiver all tha.t·the heart has held sacred
for ages, into dust and ashes; 'and mockery and ridicule
;...
of every religious subject, " Spiritualism."
women who have thernselv~ tralll:pled the last
of
~odesty m;tder foot, renounced marriage, denounced decency, and announced the .right of suffrage
unbridled
. license as the secret of "true womanhood," co~e to·
gether to· vote pmity, law, and order out of fashion, p~
resolutions to register their own shame, herald forth
their inf~my to all mankind, and call that " Spiritualism."
Who can have fiti~,d to note the flippancy wherewith
every angular theory, J~ond every defiant challenge against
virtue and morality,) has be'en " resolved, into public
notice as Spiritualism 1 and- when t}lese n.bu.c;es rise to
their height, as they invariaMy do in all great popular
movements, then becomes patent to the world the
lamentable, but too universal mistake, that mankind has ·
confounded the reformers with the reform, and accepted·
the f:'l.nta::;tic tricks of mortals for n. divine revelation.
History furnishes us with abundance of precedents to
. show that this is one point in "the situation" to which
all great reforms nre subject. Spiritualism, with all its
supermundane powers nnd guidance, cannot shake itself
free ft·om the universal action of mate.rialism; hence. it is,
that we should neither be surprised nor discouraged t9
find that we are now in the a.gonies of a crisis, in which.
we must learn to draw the line of demarcation 'between
SpirituR.lism and Spiritualists, or else see the strong and
holy thing upon which we have anchored our faith, .
wrecked at the hands of those who pretend to be its
representatives.
,
The very grief and. in~ignation with which honest
·hearts and pure minds are continually repelled from·
Spiritualism by the abuses of Spiritualists, is, perhaps, a
wise illustration ~f t?e aphorism that "Whom the goas
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would •destroy, they first make mad ; "' ·but whilst every
'day's experience'ful'ilishes us with more and more evidence of the fact ~at we must no'i judge of the faith by
·its pr()fessom, tbt. question .still lies back of this positio~, ·
\vhat the faith really is ? The communion of spirits, and
the phenomenal facts which prpve its truth, cannot be ALL
of tpe VBI!t movement which has agitated mankind to its
profom:idest depths ill every departme]1t
life. 'rhe
very fac't that so· many various and .conflicting idens.can
be launche9 upon t~e mighty sea of thought we call
Spiritualism, is the best pl"OOf 'that we have nbt ye~ fully
gauged its expanse, nor sounded it!! depths.
Reasoning not from· mere opinion, nor yet from any
hopes we may hnve founded upon it, Spiritualism evolves, .
from the fundamentat facts of its being, these three ele- ·
ments: a religion, a science, and a system of morals.
Religion is impFed ~y the light which the fncts shed
upon all the mJ.steries of spiritilR:l existence.
Science must inevitably explnin (if explainable at all)
the n:i.ethoas of producing the phenomena, whilst the
whole r.eo.lm of morals is 'involved in the reiterated affirmations of all ·spirits that the conditions of life in the
hereaft.~~ are' entirely determined by the moral status
'vhich the soul has acquired here.
Were we to devote our entire attention to either of
tb~se. special points' of in teres~ what a profound evolution
of new thought and new development of ~aw looms up
before·us!' ··How worthless and vain appear the wordy
conflicts which Sp.iritunlists maintain, whilst attei.npting
to 'force their opinions upon each other,.in view of the
stringen~ an~ i~mu~'\ble elements of higher law whi~h
are he·rem disclosed to us !
.
·
.
.Every religious ·problem that has ever agitated the
brains of meri is here capable of solution.
Every 'phase of science by which the machinery of mn-

or
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terlallife rolls on, here ·finds a- ·counterpart in the realms
of spiritual existence ; and every act, W()rd, or thought
which perplexes the conscience, or harasses the Bii~J to
range in the category of good or evil, .stands out nl·.the
clear light of inevitable judgment.
. .•
Truly, it seems as if" the people that walked in darkness" might "see a great light," if they could only open
their eyes to behold it; and in view of the sit-dation
thus disclosed, the departure which, above all othent, we
would commend, nay, which some of us must sooner or
later put into practical effect, will be a separation of those
who determine to find out what Spiritualism is, in order
to .become Spiritualists, from those who are striving to
make Spiritualism a pack-horse to carry all their idiosyncracies, vices, ·proclivities, or angularities, simply because
they believe in the communion of spirits.
laws as binding, no science
To suppose there ·were
as exact, and no principles 88 immutable, in spirit 88 in
matter, woul~ be to set down matter as something, 'and
spirit as nothing.
See, then, the conclusion to which patient research and
faithful inv~stiga.tion conducts us !
·\
For a definition of all the problinns hitherto called
religious, the actual facts of immortality and spiritual existences become our open Bible. For the exomination
of the realm of imponderable elements and the mysteries of force, the phenomena of spirit communion and
psychological experience offer a. complete tex~ook.
For the .still more profound, and tO man, important research. into the rules of human life and earthly conduct,
their results, as displayed in the condition of tnillions of
blest and unblest spirits, form a. panorama in which every
soul may see mirrored forth his deeds, words, and thoughts,
side by side with their eternal consequences.
If certain results inevitably follow upon certain courses.

no
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of action, where is the difficulty of la.y,ing down for every
action a rula and guide of life 1 The only difficulty . is
'found in 'the objections of, the la~less to any definitions
that may curb their passions, any rules that would restrain their licentiousnesS, or any guide that would hinder
OJ." rebuke their own supr~me egotism.
Meantime, eternity will bind them in. the chains of penalty which they writhe against in time, at;~.d meantime the
law-abiding, 'the pure, and sincere, in their fear of, or abject deferel)c~ to the lawless, miss one of the· grandest op.
portunities that Spiritualism· affords, namely, a true and
~omprehensive·C:lefinition·of the immutable principles upon
which life ia· founded, and by which iife-action should be
regulated.
. ·· .
_T_hat sy.stem of_ exact scie_nce jn(mora.ls, .religion, and
spmtual thmgs, may, and will ultimately be deduc·ed
from the' splendid possibilities afforded by .spirit communion, we do not doubt; but' the fact of such a result appears fhr ·less proplema.tical than the questions of when
· and where these elemen.ts of new and divine science will
be ·evolved. F.or the present, then, let all capable thinkers,
and minds bent on rescuing the spiritual side of Spiritualism from the mire and filth of the animal, remember that
'there are sins of qmission as well ns commissio~, and that
as long as they retr¥-t from the many disgusting exhibit)ons whi~h are being thrust before the public in the name
of Spiritualism, the brighter and diviner side of the movement will have no chance of p; fair representation.
. Spiritualists .have been for years accustomed· to think
they have no duties to perform towards their "ism," or at
least n9ne which call upon them to exercise the martyr
spirit of eld, or do aught,to aid the spirits in the mighty
work of propagandism which they have so wonderfully
carriea forward.
The do.y .will surely come, however, when the apathetic,

a
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will be reminded that the parable of.the "ten talents"
has not gone out of fashion in life's issues, if it does come
from a very old-fashioned source.
If the daring, lawless, and licentious hold full possession of the public ear, have they not fought for it, aye,
and won it, by a perseverance and 1fdelity worthy of 1),
better cause f.
·
·
?
There are ·still some amongst our ranks who have
hoped everything that is good, true, pure, and elevating,
from Spirituali11m; some of us who expected to find in its
sublime· and inspiring ethics the key of the heavenly
kip.gdom, so long, so ardently, so vainly sought for.
It seems now ahnost within our clasp, and if our beautiful angel veils its face from us, if its white a.nd shining
robes are obscured from our sight by the dark pull of
materialism and sensuality, whose is the fault, and where
lies the responsibility 1 Are there uone left. to lift the .
standard of humanity up higher, instead of dragging it
down to the dust? None who are not ashamed to stand
by God and the right; to plead for purity, fight for.
heaven, and rekindle the sacred fire on the altar of relig- ion, which bright angels lighted .for us som~ score of years
ago, but which the mocking breath of bold sensualism ha,s
rudely extinguished?.
·
might, perhaps, be in a position to answer these
ea.rnest heart pleadings, but we would rather wait to hear
if there are no other voices of response than our own.
Meantime, to show the possibility of discovering spiritual
laws without the sacrifice of human rights, or fre~dom of
conscience, we subjoin a reprint of the " ten sptritual
commandments" and" ten laws of right" communicated
through ~be mediums~p of Emma Hardinge Britten, iu
a lecture given by· her in London, about a year ago, on
the " Creed of the Spirits,". by one of the spirits of the
WESTERN STA& circle.
These commandments are not

We
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offered. as any finality, nor as a substitution for' any
higher vie'ws of truth, entertained ~y those who read them;
but we point to them to show how rife with suggestions·
· of the " higher law " Spiritualism may become, and how
posRible it is to be obedient to 'the purest and holiest
truths, yet enjoy all that boasted supremacy of iJ1,dividuality, the .rule of wbicli appears to 'be the chief aim of
the Spiritualists o_f tbii, cen~ury.
SPIRITUAL .COMMANDMENTS.
OITBH DY THE 6PIBIT8 TBBOUOB SU!IA. J:r.All»DlOB.

I. Thou shait searcb for· t,ruth in 8\'ery department of being-..: test,
prove, and ).ry if 'what ~a deemes~ i1 truth, and then accept it as the
Word of God. ·
JI. Tbou shalt coutipae 'the search for .truth an· thy life, and never
cease to test, prove, and try all that tho;. deemest to
truth.
·
nr. ;r'hou shalt search by every attninabie means for the laws that
underlie life and being ; thou s.halt strive to comprehend these laws, live
in harmony with them, apd make them the laws of thine own life, thy
rnle and guide iu ali thine actions.
IV. Thou shalt ;.ot follow tbe example of any man or set of men,·
nor obey any teaching or accept of auy theory o.s thy rule of'iiJe, that is
not in acCordance with thy .highest sense of right.
V. Thou shalt remember that a w~ng done to the least of thy fellowcrentures is a wrong done to all; and thou shalt never commit a wrong
willfully aljd consciously to IIDY of .thy fellow-men, nor connive at wrong
done by others witb'out striving to prevent, or protesting against it.
VL Thou shalt acknowledge nil meu's rights to be equal to thine
- own ; nnd all right• whatsoever thou dost demand, thou shalt accord to
·others. ·
VH. Thou elialt n'?t hold thyself bound to love, or associate with
tho~e thnt are disto.steful or repulsh·e to thee ; . but thon ·shalt be held
bound to tr~at s~ch objects of dislike )with gentlene~s, courtesy, and justice, and· never .suffer thy' antipathies t9 mu.ke thee ungentle or unjust to
any !iving creature.
· .
· VIII. ·Thou shalt _ever regard ·the rights, intere:~ts, and welfare of the
many as superior to those of the one or tile few; and i~ cases where thy.
· welfare or that .of thy friend is to be baln:ooed' qgainst that of society,
thou slllllt sacrifice thyself or friend· to the welfare of the many.
IX. Thou shalt be obedient to the lawn Of the land in which thou .dost
reside, in all th.inga whic~ do not conflict with thy 'highest sense ot right.

be
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X. Thy first and last duty upon earth, aud all through thy life, shall
be to seek for the principles of right, and to li•~ them oat to the utmost
of thy power ; and whatever ereed, precept, or ezample conflicts with
those principles, thou shalt shoo and reject, enr remembering ·that the
11\ws ef right are- in morals, .rosrroE ; in science, BAmlOKY ; In religion," THE FA.T8EBHO@D OF GoD, THE BROTBEIUIOOD OF MA8, the im·
mortality of the human soul, and compensation and retribution for the
good o~ evil done on eartl1.
·
• r'l'EN LAWS OF RIGHT.
I. TEliPER.\NOE in all things, whether P.hysical, mental, mo~, aft"ectional, or religious.
II. JusTICE to all creatures that be, justice being the ezerciae of precisely·'tbe same rules of life, conduct,_ thought, or speech that we would
desire to receive from others.
lii. GENTLENESS in speech and act; never needlessly Woaudiog the
feelings of others bl harsh words or deeds ; never hurting or de'stroying
aught that breathes, save for the purposes of sustenance or self-defenae.
IV. TRliTH in e\"cry word or thought spoken or acted 1 but reservation of harsh or unplessiug truths where they would needlessly woUnd
the feelings of others.
V. CBA.RITY : charity in thought, striving to eJ:cllBe the failings of
others ; charity in speech, veiling the failings of. others ; charity in deeds,
wherever, whenever, and to whomsoever the opportooity ofFers.
VL AI.liSGIVI.NG : visiting the •ick and comforting the aftlicted in
every shape that our means admit of, and the necessities of our fellowcreatures demand.
VII. SELF-SACRIFICE wherever the interests of others are Co be ben-·
efited by our endurance.
VIII. TEMPERATE yet firm defense of our views of right, and protest
against wrong, whether for ourselves or others.
IX. L'\DUSTRY in following any calling we may be engaged in, or in
devoting Fome pot•r.ion of our tim_!!, when otherwise not obliged IO do S01
to the service :~nd benefit of others.
X. LoYE : above and beyond all, seeking Co cultivate in our o'Wn
. families, kindred, friends, aud amongst aU mankind generally, the spirit
of that true and holy love which can think, speak, and act no wrong to
1111y creature living; remembering always, that where pare love is, all
the other principles of right are fulfilled beneath itB influence aiad embod·
ied in itS monitions.
All views of ~cience 1\re dependent on human intelligence and the unfoldment& of intellectual knowledge. All views o( theology 1ue depend·
ent_ upon intuitive perceptions, faith, or les7imooy derived from varying
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sources ; hence, man's opinion9 concerning science and theology aie
subject to change, and depend on circumstances ,P.Iicnliar to personal experiences ; but the religion of right, morali~y, and love, and th~ commo~dments of life-duty, origi~aling from t~~ fundamental. principles inherent in life and being, cap never change until man ceases tc be, or the
. h~monies of the universe are changed or anuihila~ •
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PHYSICAL MANIFESTATIONS. A RESUME OF ILLUS..
TRATIYE FACTS.
CHAPTER V•

.J.rgumenu Pro ·and C'on.- n, Iron Ring.- Testimony of R611. A. J.
Fi,AlJacl:.- Carrying Human Being• ·by Spi~- Jllr.
Ha.ard'• Testimony.- The "Coat Feat."- 7h 8piriU in an .&Jitorl1
Sanctum. - n:animutation of .Miltala, and IUJidJyJ orhR Marr~eliml .
Phenomena.
" Thererore behold, I wm proceed to do a marvelous work among this
people,. even a marvelous work and a Wonder; for lbe -wisdom of their
wise men shall perish, and the understandiug of their pradeut men ahall
be hid."-ISA.UB :aix. U.

no,.

lP .we except the test facts of identity illustrated in the.
preceding chapter, no class of phenomena has been so rife
wi~h proofs of a direct, powerful, and intelligent supe~
mundane agency, as that denominated by the generic.
title of " physical force manifestations.'' The most stringent Q.rgument against their acceptance has. been their
liability to become simulated b,t designing impostors.
This is true to a certain extent of aU Spiritual manifestations, but in the class under consideration, and especially where the spirits demand the condition of darkneBB
for the purpose of evoking a greater degree of power, it
only requires that we should surround ourselves with an
amount of circumspection which would render deception
impossible, or~ liable to immediate detection. No .truly
honest medium will seek to evade opportunities for testing the truth of what is produced in his presence, and
·always·provided that these op11ortunities arc sought with
-'
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fairness and courtesy, lind tendered ~ith candor, there ·.,
can be no more reason to attach Sllspieion to physical
manifestations than to> any otl;ler class of Spiritual-phenomena. All involve the agency of. an intelligence wiser,
stronger, and more ingenious than man's. . All call into
action the agency of spiritual la\\'s, the working of which,
is unknown to man, and bears no parity to, or aoo.logy
with ~ws of matter. Let'.it be· ;remembered also that
for a _tri~r to accomplisH successfully.the feats o~ wonderful .strength; agility, and chemical change, denominated "physical force," curious machinery, prepared conditions, and, in most instances, c.ollusion on the part of
the performer wo)l,ld be necessary. · .
How constantly the most astOunding phenomena on
record. have been given wher-e ·an these adjunct.'! were ·
wanting, and. totally unattainable, every well informed
Spiri~ua.Iist is aware of;, in· fact, we need but point to the.
group of illustrative facts that we shn.ll cite in this chapter, to ·show that in some instnnces, at least, the world may
calculate upon the most infallible proof ..that the marvels
·under .consideration bave been wrought by purely spiritual agency.
.
As we are n9w recalling only the history of the past,
we.shaU select,onr cases without.any regard to the charm
of novelty, and commence with· reminding those readers
, r.~milil\.r with the records of the movement, of the a.~tmind. ing. phenomenon of an iron ring being place~ in solid
form around" the necK. of a medium whose ~ead gave a
circumferenc~ _
_:;bme seven inches in excess of that of the
ring.
.
The· circumstances of this feat, one of the most unequivoca.l and best attested perhaps in the annals of Spil:-·
itualism, can never be :auu·e clearly: de~a.iled than.,in the
words of Colonel Da.nskin of Bnltimor(!, the gentleman at
.whose residence. the first demonstration of this kind \Vas
.giv_,.
.
.
.
.
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Colonel Danskin is a ~an of wealth '@.tld high social po~
sition, and stands, in the estimation of a large circle of
friends and businesB acquaintances, far above the poSsibil·,
ity of suspicion, on any subject he may vouch for. The
number a.nd respectability of the witnesses, also, cited. in
his' narrative, mu!'lt be taken into account, whilst passing
judgment upon its details..
In a letter to the Banner of Ligkt, under date 186S,
Colonel Danskin writes as follows:·
On the 20Lh of Jnnun~y. 1867, a youtll, apparently about ninetelln
years of age, introdueed himself to me, and staf.ed that he, like the DavenP?rts, could free himRelf, no matter how securely he might be tied.
After conversing with him sufficiently to convince myself of the probability both of his honesty aud his medinmshifl, I proposed to investigate
hi;; "ilaitns that evening, provided be would submit to any test I might .
deem proper to apply. He readily assented, and presented himself ai
my dwelling at the appointed hour.
•
ltl:eanwhile I baa procured a pair of handcniF8, ninety-six feet of smsll
rope, and a boaTd about the height and width of hi.s body, with. twentyfive hole3 in it, each l11.rge enough to pass the rope through.
He wa~ fir~t handcuffed, theu placed with his back again~t the board,
and the 'ropes, after being securely fastened about his limbs and body,·
were pe.ssed thraugh the holes and tied on the outside. Mr. I. H •
. Weaver, a hu·ge and powerful mnn, was present, and aided me in tying
the youth. We both worked diligently for twenty-five m,inutes, and '!'{ere
both confident that no unaided mortal could free himself from such bondage.
He was then c:>.rried into an adjoining room, .left there in the dark, .
and in four and a half minutes he walked in among us, with ,the board
under his arm, ann the handcuffs dangling
his fingers .
.A.t this time, the Fil'St Spirituali
ongrega 'on of Baltimore were
holding weekly ~ocial meeting~ at SnraLogn Hall, w~eh, afl'laf.om"' further experiments at my dwelling, I induced the medium to atteii'd. The
exhibitions there were· perfectly successful On one occasion an- experienced ~ea captain wa.s one of the committee on tying, and being skillful
in handling the roP.es• h~ did the wol'k more perfectly aud artiJ:tica.Jiy,
perhaps, than usu:tl. Besidestsome cen or a dozen Jcnots, which we!'Eitied
behind the boa•·d, there were two loops around the neck, drawn nearly as
close AS could be borne without strangulation, and t.ied with all the skill ·
of this skeptical .mariner. But the medium came fi;.om under the CO\'er,

• '·
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after a few minutes, entirely free, imd without any of the 'tnots being untied. The greatest sensation, however, was created by the fact that the
loopa, wltich bad"been around ~e neck, were not at all enlarged, but still
remained some six or 'seven inches smaller tban the m~ium's head.
· This singulnr ocC!Urrence inade so strong an impression upon a gentlezna~ present, that 011 the neit day be went to a coa~ith's shop, and
had an iron ring uiade, some seven inches amal1er in circumference tb.an
the medium's head•; and, brilfging it ·to me, asjted if I would place it,
wben next sitt£ug with the m~<li!lm, in 'connection with. the, ropes 4Ild
haodcuiFs, and, see what result would follow. I did ao on three -or'four
oceasions without eiFect ; but pn Suil!lay night, some ten days after .the
ring was first placed ii:J my po..<seSSion, the m~ium was silting in my
dreBiling-room, a .number of friends were in the adjoining chamber, and,
after some forty minutes passEi! in the dark, be called me to come io him,
·his voice i~dicating.fear or m;ntal excitement..' •
·
· Upon entering tlte room, we ~ound him tied securely to a chair, the
iron ring III'ODnd hls neck, and a· portion of the rope wrapped around the
ring. Afte.r carefully 6X!'minillg, the ring,· we extinguished tbe light, left
him &gRin alone in the room,' and the same power that hod produced this
wonderful phenomenon relllJIIfed ~!m from his fetters.
After this manifestation)lad'. becurred some tlve or six times in connection with the ropes and bandJ)uffd, l tried the experiment with the
ring alone, 'snd sometimes be r~nined in' the dark only two or three
minutes hefo\'e the ring·would he:Orqund his neck.
At other. sittings, fifteen or twenty minutes would pass before it WIIS
accomplished, and occasiooullj the effort would be unduccessful, no manifestation occu.rring.
.
·
Mr. forbes, for mony years n1minister of the Episcopal Church, was
' the gen!lemotl who suggested the ring, and he, with the smitl1 who made
it, entered into a conspiracy to te.~t the mntt~r most effectuolly.
· Another ring precisely similar in appearRnce was made, ml\rked by
four indentittions while the metal' was soft, and brought to the hall, at
· O~B of our .public exhibition•, without the knowledge of myself or the
JDedium. Watching:their opportunity, they substituted the marked ring
for the one origiua!Jt -~sed, mid placed it under cover with the medium.
'fhe manifestation was successfully given, but thl' time wa.~ somewhat
extended, ·and the medium was very much exhausted·. The first ring
·had beeti thoroughly magnetized by our invi:sible friends, and the other
had noL Had I known the purJIO&e of tlte parties, I would not have
pen,nittf;d it;. for although tile infenti9n was,_ pr.obtlbly, not unkind, it
might have caused much annoyance nod injury ·to tbe medium.
I embody ;D this article the certificate of MT. Forbee, and append that
~f some thirty ot~ers who have wifnesse4 the manife8tatioo, not because

\
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I deem it necessary to oiFer any corroboration of my own statement, for
_it is entirely immateriAl to mystllf, personally, who acce~:its or who rejects .
the facts here narrated ; but because, in presentiug an account af this re·
markable phenomenon, I d~ire to have the evidence perfect and ciomplete.
·:.
By special invitation a party of "eighteen or twenty gentlemen was aase_mblell in my_ parlqrs oue evening, for the purpose of investigating this
wonder that was now exl·iting the p11blic mind, and among 'them was oneor the most learned and eminent of our medical men ; .'a man who
stands foremost among the scientific celebrities of our city. .
.
He, with two others, forming the committee, careful!f examined and
marked .the ring previous to the manifestation. The lf.edium retired to
the adjoining roam, and in a few minutes returned with the ring w:ound
his neck, and remained in the parlor among my guests some fifteen
or twenty minutes, gh·ing ample opportunity for the most careful scrutiny.
..
The distinguished gentleman to whom I have before alluded, afttlr submitti:'g the ring to the closest examination, after passing the edge of his
penknife 11round the entire circumference of the ring, while it was upon
the medium's neck, &aid to me:" 1\lr. Dan.kin, I will not attempt to say by what power this eiFeet is
produced, for it is beyond the known laws of nature; but l'do say, sir,
that the fact to which you invited our attention has been unquestionably
establi.-hed."
.
.
Once, wl1e~ only three persons were present, the medium, a friend, and
myself, we sat together in a dark room ; I held the ·left h11nd ·of the
·medill:!R, my friend held bis right band, our other hands beiug joined,
and, while thus sitting, the ring, which I bad throWn some distance
from us on the floor, suddenly came around my
I had nev;~~
loo>ened my hold upon the medium, yet that solid iron ring, by an inv~
ible power, was made to clasp my arm, thus demon~trating the power of.
our unseen friends to_ separate and reunite, as well as ~and the par- :
ticles of whiclt the ring was composed.·
In the earlier manifestations of this remarkable phenomenon, when a
portioi• of the rope was wrapped around the ring, some ~vilers, more
ct~.ptiou,s than wise, suggested ~hat a joint in tbe ring might be concealed.
by the rope ; but when the rope was dispensed with and the naked ring
was used alone, then all intelligent skepticism was silenced.
And now. Messrs. Editors, in conclusion permit me to say that this
simple fact, occurring as it does outside and independent of all the known
laws of nature, is not only potent in ita defiance of ihose maligners of
, pby,;ical mediums, who call themselves Spiritualists, bnt it appeals with
direct and irresistible power to every phase of skepticism but two ; the
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one being based upon hopeless imliecility; ana the other the result of invincible hostility : and with neither condition do I ,d~ire to interfere, my
peraonal'.eff'orts for ~he pro!J!'gation of oor divine philosophy being
directed only to those who have snfticient .i11telligen~ to apprecinte its
value, or sufficient can1lor to avow their convictions. ·
.
You!":! respectfully,·
WAsH. A. DANSXIN• .
BALTlliiOIIE, MD., Nov. 24, 1807.

· "'

/

Aooompanying the advertisementS which invited the
to. witness the extraordinary mitnifestations above
des<!ribed,_ the fol1Qwing·testimonia1 wns published, signed
by Frn.ncis ~- Smith, Esq.,.n well kno~n merchant, and
thirty other prominent-citizens of BR1timore.
pt~b]ic

· We, the undei'Signed, hereby lt.-stify tlmt we have attended the social
meetings J;eferre<\ to' in the ;tbove advertisement,' and -tlmt a "solid iron
ring," seve') inches let'S in size than tbe youhg .man's head, wns actually
and unmistakably placed aronnd his neck. There wa•, as the adverti•ement claim~, no possibility of fraud or deceptiou, h~clltl$e the ring was
freely submitted to ~he exnmin~tion of the nudieuce, both befo•·e and
while on th,e neck of the young man.
(Signed, etc., etc.)

It is an unfm·timate circumstance, however much of
additiona{ interest it may attach to the lives of n}odern
mediums, that their career ·is .for the most part one of
public persecution, private suffering, and ill-requited toil.
' Many of 1Jhem ur.e 'called upon to contend with the nn~ngonism of. friends, and the opposition of their nearest
of kin. .Not a few suffer from ill health, frail constituti'ons, and other morbid conditions of''tempernment. All
that have ever yet been kno~vn to the author .hnve had
to t."lste the cup ..of martyrdom, some to quaff it to tl1e
very dr!!gs; ~rrdeed, the most highly favored of these
strangely endowed children of the spirit are those who
earliest sink beneath their cross, and lay their burdens
down with. broken backs rather than brpken heart.':!. This
w~ the ·lot of Colonel Danski.n's 'young protege. A
fragile constitution, impaired as it would ·.seem by injudi-
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cious treatment and pernicious home infiuence~, at lengtla
yielded to the action of rapid consumption.
The harpstrings, too l'ltdely }Jwept, snapt in twain, and
the young and promising instrument, through whom such.
preans of marvel had been entou.ed, sank into the stillness which the .:echoes of eternity alone can break. We
have not detailed more than a tithe of the wonderful pow- :
ers wherewith this youth was endowed. Many other.11
have manifested some fragments ·of his many gifts~ bujt
few, if any, have given evidence of such a remarka.blb
combination, or faded out so soon from the power of 'th'tl
per8ecutor and the hope of admiring friends.
Amongst the immense and ever accumulating records
of supermundo.ne ·powers which ·are filling the columns
of our Spiritual journals, it now seems impossible to present any phase· which the spirits have no.t fully exhibited.
During the ordinary demonstrations of the dark circle,
held under stringent test conditions, voices are heard in
the well-remembered tones and accents of recognized.
friends and acquaintances.
Hands, ann!S, forms, and f.'l.ces are felt, seen, .and identified, and warm breathings and soft caresses·are bestowed
on those who have the best reasons for connecting tliese·
tokens of love with· some precious being mourned as lost.
and gone.
Unwilling as \\'e are. to inflict upon our readers narratives so we!l worn n.nd continually reduplicated that no .
claim of special interest can now be made for them, we
feel the propri~ty of ~andin~ d~~ to poste~ity specime~
of every form mrwh1ch the spmts of the mneteenth ce tury have madeltneir mark upon the age. Whether the
methods may be preserved, changed, or· canceled in
future generations, the testimony of the present hour is
equally of importance.
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around his neck, and thence to the back of the chair, around the top bar
of which I ,again lied it, at the same time placing, Ubobserved, a little
'alii' of tissue paper in the bight of, the knot, which·must of nece.<sity ba,·e
fallen out, had the knot been untied. Jt'rom thence I carried the ends of
the rope some feet to a piano, ;.nder which I put them together, at the
same time laying, unob<en·od, a small key in the two ends of the rope.
Believiug Dr. I,ndd to k now securely confined; all ex~pt him left
the room. I closed the door. In from- three to iive minutes, a signal
rap was heard, nnd we proceeded .to e.x:amin'ehim•.
He was sitti11g in a deep trance, in tl1e precil;e ·position we had left
i1ian, lim coat lying some distance from him on the floor. ·
I examined minutely tlu; knots IIIld fixings of the J"Ope, and found tbem.
in eVery particular ·precisely ~i I left tbem, ti•snc paper, key, and all,
save that the folols df the roM Chat now rested on the shirt sleeve had
lH!E!n slllCkened hy t),.,·removal ora thick coat. ·H:aving satisfied myself
. of tbe reality of this perforini"'ce, we were notified to again leave the
.
·
room. oJtcl shut out the lights. · ·
Less lime had elupse.l thun bcfm·e, when we were summoned by a J•ap
to return. \Ve found the weclium still sitting in a deep trunce, with his
COI\t ugain o/1 hirn, and tl•e rope, knots, tissue paper, and key precisely
us we hnd left them.
· ·
I have no cpmment to mnke on this mani.fc~tation, fi&rlher than to say
~hat, admitting the fuels (o be as stated, it appears to me that it requires
greater " credulity" to Lelievtl the performance to have Lecn the result of
" trickery," thnu to believe it to have been nccomplished, ns it purported
lo lwve bee.u, through the intc~veution of intelligent beings of another
sphere of life, W·hose knowledge of the Jaw.s that govern ·anaUer exceeds
that ofmorluls who dwell ·op earth.
TllOllAS R. HAZARD •
•VAUCLUBR,

R

t.
CASE IV.

'Phe editor of the Cincinnati .National Union, ·of J anunry,
18f:i5, publishes the following very candid statel!lent of
the physical ·manifestations which occm'!'ed in his own
editorial sanctum.
Our pnpar of last week contained an extract fron1 n Iotter ~··ritten by
Judgt1 A. G. W. Cnrtur, of this city, to the Banuer of Li,vht. a Spiritual
paper published at Boston; giving 1111. IICC:Ount of a seance hell! in the city,
at which the spirit of Leu Woo<lrulr, a well kuowb. Jocal editor, made
itself mQnifest.
·
This it was,·we pr~stune, which Jed the Judge to propose ha,·ing a

•'
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seance in our office, to which we willingly BB11ented, although with ma!ly
doubts ana misgirinj!ll ~to auy important r~ults, confidently expecting
that the Judge would be disappointea on account "of the preaence of so
great a skeptic, aud inveterate· disbeliever generally, as oureel£
We were requestett to proCure some mDBical instruments, a
and
to invite a few :friends.
We procured· a· sna~ drlii!J, a tambourin~ a guitar, a fife, and a very
atrong new cord, and on Thur,;day night, duly provided, awaited the coming of our guests, who were as follows : ·
Judge A. G. W. Carter and lady, Charley Carter, Col. William Oden,
Captain Smith, Thom11s Sbinkwin, short-blind repo~r~ William· P •.
Brannan, the poet artist, and George J. Guilrord, forme£!7 of the press.
Colonel Odim was represented aa a most pnworful "medium," and
through him it was expected the spirits would make themselves manifc.'llt
on this OC<m$ion.
We seated ourselves around a common office table,. on which we placed
the mu~ical instruments and rope. Tho lights were tul'l!ed olf, but the
medium declared thertl was entirely roo much light coming in at the ~
dows and from the stove, although there were curtaios at the former.
We however impro:nsed more substantial ones o~t. of great coats and
shawls, and smotheL-ed the fire with slack coal. Meanwhile, the spirits
harl t:lken advantage of the partial darkness, and completely tied· Mr.
Oden to his chair, the rope passing around his crossed hands so tightly 118
to prevent the free circularon of tbe blood, and knotted most firmly in
aeveral places.
.
· ' e
'I'bis wu.s done so quickly, that no one was awllre of it but the medium
himself, who gave us the firat intimation thereof, by declaring that he was
tied, and that a little too tightly for his comfort.
The light.; were pu.t up, a.ud we all satisfied onrselvea that Mr. Oden
could not possibly have tied hilllSelf iu the manner in which l"e beheld
him bound.
A SJ•irit t.hen reported himself through rappings and the alphabet, as
" Len Woodruff," " double rap being given at the eall of the letter 0. ·
The question was then asked, " Shall we lu~ove good manifestations, to-night ? " Answered by uumistakllble raps iu the affirmative.
to
Plea!ed with this asourance, Mr. Shinkwin tiea another rope around
lir. Odeu·s neck to the chair behind him, which, shortly ~er, was thrown
into J.lr. Shiukwin'a lap, and npo,11 raising the lights, Mr. Odeli wll8
found tied as a.t first, with the single rope.
Tbe lights were again put out, when almost as quick 118 though~ the
most ravishin; sounds emanated from the guitar.
.
Songs were hummed by so~e ohhe party, ana &he guitar accompanied

oord.
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the eiugi~g. It imitnted tile chimes and.. the ~inging of ~elL., swinging to
and fro almost the entire width of the room, the wind 'caused by itd oscil-·
lations being felt by every one prllSent. Th~ sounds ensuing were most
clu1rming, and superior to those we ever.hcard pr.oduced by mortall1ands
from a similar instrument. It ro.ng out a !ire alarm, imitating the sountl
of bells. to perfection.
·
We could hear it above our Ilea~, and e'ver' and anon touching the
ceiling ltigh above us. Every few minutes the light.! were put up, o.nd
Mf. Oden would be 'found tied as :usua.l, with the guitar balanced some/, timB:I on hi~ shoulder and head, and at others upon the drum or' tho tnble.
''Ve would liold oat· oar hands,. and ihe in~trument would bound and
rebound therefrom, every once iu a while giving ~me of us love taps.
~ with a little more forci than seemed absolutely necesHary to couvince us
it was there. . .
·'
· ·
·
·
'Another spirit now· mode iL'lelr manifest, and ihe question was asked,
• if it was the spirit of Col. l'tfatrtiu, when the reply wus in the nllirmntive.
Uut few of our oiFJ citizens who do not remember" Poor Colonel," oue .of
our best local editors, formerly connected with various newspnpers of this
city,nnrl \Vho h&s been dead about twelve years. This spirit took up the
~nml•ourine, imd similar manifestntif;ms were made to those on tile _guitnr.
Mr. Sbinkwin asked the followir':g: "Colonel, can't you give us a fist
item to-night?,"
.
, .
,
·
·
The wo:·us were scurcely out of his mouth, when he recei< ed a smnrt
inp on the head 113 if t'J"O·m a closerl fist. We all concluded this wns
cmplmticnlly one of ~he Colonel'R ".fist 'items," a t-echnical phrase :ui10ng
printers nud editors, signifying a smnll.itern charncterized by a "fist.."
Towards the close of the manifestations; three of the instruments were
played at. once, Ul\mely, ·the guitar,. tnwbourine, nnd drum, while the
t.:tble quivered like nn aspen.
·

we nave orily given a few extracts from the editorial
narrative o.f Colonel. Oden's seance, fo~· the reason that
the rest of the manifestations, although J•eported to have
be·en exceeni"Qgly powerful, n.'nd full of new and startling
interest to the o&_si:i'i'vers, contain only a repetition of the
phenomenn;so familiar to most of our readers, in records
of similar sc;:enes. 'rbe editor's fro.nk and naive report of
his Spiritual experiences· concludes with the .followi?g
remaTkB':Now

119

'
to attempting to oxplnin the c:~ouso of tho.<e mnuifcatntions,
or

t·• 611y from whence they came, we beg to be excused.
can't Eay.

-~
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Of one thing, however, we feel certain ; and that is, that there was DO
collusion and no trickery in their production.
We have given a plain and truthful statement of the scene at our
office, for every_ word of which we pledge our honor as a public journalist. Our renders may conclude with nil, that " there are more things in
heaven and earth. than are dreamt of in our philosophy."
f;

•

CASE V.

"The following narrative of remarkable. phenomena may
possess special interest from the fact that they occurred
in connection with the medium, Mr. Ruggles, through
whom many of Professor Hare's most remarkable experiments ·in physical manifestations were procured.
The learned Professor's. stringent metli.ods of testing
every form of phenomena submitted to him must be
remembered in ~his connection, and though Dr. Peters'
narrative does not contain all his own modes of carefully
scrutinizing what he received, those who are personally
acquainted with him can vouch for the fiLet that he was
the lnst man that could have been imposed upon by any
jugglery, however well executed.
TRANSJIIUTATION bF METALS BY SPIRITS.

Purr.ADELPHIA, .April18, 1858.- Being in this city on a visit, I
embraced the opportunity to call on Professor Hnre, to see· what new
disco~·eries he was ma.king in Spirituaiism.
The manife;tations thnt are takiug place before the ana1ytical"mind of
Dr. Hare, in his h1boratory, are certainly the most extraordinary, and of
a kind the world has never seen or heard of, which will force conviction
upon the minds of those who are eve~ determined not to believe, for the
very reason that, under the circumstances, it is impossible for mortal
man to do them. A manifestation tl).at is now frequently made is the
changing a copper cent., in \few minutes' time, i11to a piece of gold.
The Doctor hiLS quite a number of pieces of gol!l, all of which have been
changed by the FP,irits from copper cents. He showed me 11 solution of
Russia platinum, "mude from the ore by the spirits. Also a piece of pure
silver, weighing 3, 980 grains, which h~ been 'Converted into a fluid state
by the spirits, and tbeu changed back to the original solid uuiss. He
phtccd at one time a number of coins of different kinds, gold, silver, and
J
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copper, i~ a glass jar, closely corked; and then1 put t~e.jar containing the
.coins into an empty wooden box, which wi\S tl!en al~o closed. In three
mi.nutes- the Doctor standing by with his: watch in hand -it was
.
'
changed into a two•and-a-half Jlollar gold coin.· ·
~ After he.had e;~:amined it, and placed it again in the jar,· and then in
the box, in five minutes it was converted into thl' same kind and number ·
of ooins be had put in.
·
On another occasion, he placed a number of coins of'different kinds,
iu like manner, in a jar, and had·.them con~erted ·into a solid mass in a
few minutes. . The spirits then changed this solid inass of metal into the
same number and kinds of coin he bad put in.
·
I will now state what I saw myself.
Dr. Hare, the :mediuW:, M.- Aug. Ruggles (a young man 18 or 19
years of age, to whom I was an entire stranger when I entered the
laboratory), and myself; wep: all· who were present. The medium seated
himself before the spiritscope, which was upon· the tllble, Dr. Hare and
myself being on the opposite shle.
.
·
After a few minutes, the spirits said, through the spiritsc.ope, ·" Let
Dr. Peters, puL two glass tulles and two pieces of Russia ore in the box."
D~. Hare then got me two glass .tubes about six: inches in le~•gth, and
half an inch in diameter,. hermetically sealed at the ends, and also two
pieces of Ro!;Sia platinum, each aiJout the ~i~e of a common bullet. The
box iotn which I was t~.put them I examined carefully. It was· on the
tnbl~ IJefore me! In thi• box: I placed the two glass tubes and two
pieces of platinum, closed it, nntl re~nin~tl with my two comtianious
perfectly motionle.•a, with ou~ eyes fi·xe~ on the box, until 11!1·. Ruggles,
sitting at the· spirit scope, rend ofF the, wo•·ds, " We bn ve a present for
Dr. Peters ; lilt him open the box." .I' obeyed, opened it, and found the
two pieces of Russia pfatinum iuside of the two· hermetically ~t>aled gla~a
t~bes.

~··
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The author, like many .ot~er Spiritualists who were
f.'ivored ·with admission ·to ProfessQr. Hare's lq.boratory,
has se~n sevefal:large pie~·es of n1etal enclosed within a
gla:'lB bottle, th~.'neck ofwllich was not more than one
hntf\he· diameter of the encloserf mass. The brittle nature lor the bottle forbade the supposition that the metal
. could hn.ve be~n potU:ed thereip in a liquid state, neithet·
could the_bottle· htwe been blo~n 'around the metal by
n.ny known process. 1
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A still more remarkable case of transmutation, if such
the phenomenon may be called, was prl!.cticed · by the
Mr.
spirits in the presence of Dr. Hare, Mr. DeWolf,
I
Weston, a merchant of Rochester, and several other gen-\
tle~~~:en, who were in company together on a certain occasion; with youpg Ruggles the medium, at Mr. Weston'&·
lodgings in New York city.
·
Mr. Weston, by desire_ of the spirits, put a silver quarter of n. dollar under a tea-cup, in the presence of all the
company, and in a f\:!w.minutes, being desired by the raps
to remove the cup, a square piece of gold was found in
place of-the silver coin. The gold was tested and proved
to be of the purest quality, apparently but recently melted.
All the p:wties present have borne their testimony in
several public nl'lsemblies, to the truth of this statement.
As it would "Qe impossible even to catalogue the var!ous modes in which spirits have exhibited their power. •
in the direction of physical force, and ns our space will
only permit our incidentally referring to this cln..qg of
manifestations in future, we shall conClude, with a brief
summary of one month's reco~d, gathered f~om a few of
the journals of the day.
The Washzi1gton Constitutional chronicles . th~ e~ibin~t .
seances of young Frank Gunnell, who, in addition to arll
the phenomena given 1through the Davenport- Brothe7;
repeatedly freed himself by spirit power from a pair 9f
jail handcuff:,;, which were unlocked and thrown from .t~e
1
cabinet in a few seconds of time.
The editor of the Lynn Reporter, Lynn, 'Mass., gives
an account of a seance which he attend~with a child
about thirtt;en years old, when a heavy piano and other
pieces of furniture were moved without human contact in
t~e light, an~ during the dark circle, fruitS, flowers, confectionery, statJ~tettes, and numbers of other articles were
brought into the room through closed do0019~ and placed

i·
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. in the iaps ·of different persons, ·all of whom s~t witli
clasped hands throughout the seance .. ."The hair o£ the
ladies 'wns dressed anc1 disa.rrapged, their ornaments remo~ed, direct writing was given,· caricatures and. draw- .
_ingB most rapidly executed by spirits; and all. these
thi,JgS were done under tpe IDOSt guarded test conditions.
The Iollia (Mich.) Senizizel details .the p~rticulars of a
public seance in which the medium-was a Miss VanWie.
· The cabinet used on the occasion was ~rst thoroughly
e~amineq by a committee chosen by .the audience.
The medium then subrn·itted her d1:ess and every portion of her clothing to' the in~:~pecti~n of a number of lndieB appointed' for t.~at purpose, and afterwards -~rmi'tted
hersel~ to be handcu~eu, tied, and ·placed i1~ ·the\ cabinet.
_The moment the doors were clo!:ied, -the curtain before the .
square opening of the cabinet was lifted, and one after
aqother, in rapid sncces~ion, forty-five tlifferent _varieties
of fresh flowers were exhibited, besides a number of bands
of all $izes and fotms, some adorned with rings, bracelets, and ruffles. Miss VanWie's hands, in the mean time,
had beon painted red by the committee, and other marks
of identity put on he~ fettere~ wrists.
Miss Ives of Sl).lem, Mass., the daughter of a respectable
merchant in thQ.t ·town, was reported to have become a
. writing medium, through whom letters of the most inter: estin'g te::Jt cl1arncter were written by the spirits. at dark
' ·~:~en.nces; and to different person::;, stmngers to the tnedium,
. but by whotri they were joyfully hailed as test facts of
' their spirit fJ·ie.Qds' agency.
· G -. ·
In Sonth Royalton, Ve~:mont, 'Mr. Merrill rejoiced in
th~ mediumship of his daughter, a young g~r! qf fifteen,
ani!, dnring this perio~ of special note, communicated to.·
the Emmer of .li.glli the remarkable _fact that his fiunily
and' friendA 'were then receiving ell.ch week sheets Of pa"
pe'r folaed like journals, !l-nd covered with writing in red
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and black .ink in im · ation of type. The· prin'ting ·thus
produced was fin , unique, and clear, and at ;times the
visitor11 at Mr. M rrill's circles could see the· luminous
hands that were busy in executing these w..ouderful pro·ductions.
Through the mediuxitship of Mrs. Libby White of Sodus Point, New York, tests of the most remarkable kind,
through rapping, writ_ing, and pther powerful phases, were'
given; but during the period in question, the following
singular and striking phenomenon was produc~d.
Dr. 9strom, 1\L D., writing to the Banner of Lig'ht,
says:I wa..; .solicited by my spirit wif<~ (who lel't the physical form some
•ix year; ago) io ohtnin materials for making paper 11owers, stating that
she would make them the same a.s she did while in the earth-fonn. This
I conceh•ed to be impos•ible ; but as she appelll'ed so sanguine that it
could be accomplished, I obtained tbe materirus.
After the tissue pnper Jm.d been pri vntely markoo, it was· placed with
other nJuterinls in the centre of n large dining-table.
Some twelve of us then sat around it, joining hands, the medium's
hands being al,o held duriug the seance.
As soou as the light was turned do,vn (but not so much but that we
could discern each other), the paper commenced rustling, os though it
was being folded, and soon the shears commenced cutting it.
What seemed to us roost singular was the extreme rnpidity with which
all the movements were ronde. No e&l'thly being could have used those
slJcars with one tenth par·t of that velocity.
ln a fe1v minut~s tl1er~ were loud rnp~ .on the table, announcing that
the task was fini~bed. On· turning up the lights, we found a beautiful
bouqut:t of flowers, still wet from the gum-water used in putting th~m together, and pronounced IJy comretent judges to be finely made.
The bouquetconsi5te<l of thirteen flowers, besides several rosebuds, with .
the usunl number of leaves, of the ordinary size of paper :dowers. The
time occupied in making it was only seven minutes. · ·
The fragments t)111t lay stre1vn over the table were compared witli the
flower;, and found to be parts of the identical paper that I p!a.ced on the
table. .
At one of our circles, we were dir~>et.ed to place under the table pnper,
thread, nnd a common pocket-knife, c!OS'ed; also a few leaves from a plan~

..'
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that was in the room. In about· fifteen minutes we were told to let the
most skeptical person in the r.oom take up the paper.·· There was fonnd written on it an in .-ocatioo and tw6 addresses to the circle, each by. different
spirits. Nearly half of one .of the sheets WaS ·cot in fil\een slip~ or billet~,
·~nd on eJI.ch one was written an appropriate motto or symbol, in different
handwriting, with the name of the spirit signed t,hereto. They were ali
recognized as being friends in spirit-life. The leaves were ~~:rmnged in
the form of a bouq net, and the billets we~e doubled around the stems and
ti~d .with the thread. We cotrlpared the billets"}Vith the paper that.was
cut, nod follnd they fitted exactly ; but one piece was missing. After
searching fo~ this for some time, we were told to look. under the chalt of
our skeptical friend who bud sat Ol) the opposite· side of the tuble to the
medium, and tluire we found it pinned to the bottom of the clmir. We
. recognized· the \~rit.ing as bei~g that of the geiJtleman's spirit.-~vife.

Q

And here our record must close, shutting out, however,
numbers of similar cases 'attested with all the strength of
still living and respecta.ble witneSses, and nearly all varying in some slight detail from every othet: one in tokens of
ingenuity, special identity, and intelligence characteristic
of the spirit purporting t_o be· t~~ agent of the phenomenon.
_To attempt any explanation of huw these wonders are
effected, even' with all the advantage of having conversed
repeatec11y with intelligent spirits on the modus operandi,
would be almost a., useless as to discourse to an African
sava.ge on 'the nature and fu~ctions of the magnetic telegraph. The only attempt at explanation which spirit.'!
can communicate to us at present i!l, that the spiritual
b.ody wl~ich we call soul, whether before or after the
change of ~eatb, is in it.'l substance and nature nll force.
·It is the primal essence, the original, primordial element of.force,-and spirits call it the life principle.
Lklit, .heat, magnetism, electricity, and all other modificatfons of force, proceed originally (any our spirit inform. ants) from· one element, and that only ei.ists in its tobtlity
n.s the life. of animated beings.
'
In Spiritual phenomena, the spirits use the special ex'

.
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halations which proceed from certain organisms, as the
pabulum which, in combination with special organisms
amongst themselves, acts upon the principle of electrical
nnd magnetic forces.
T~e ability to form a battery between the emanations
of a spirit arid a. mortal involves no strangE! or. mysterious procedures to the spirits, although the application
of these methods is with them ns new and experimental,
a.!l with us it is marvelous and incomprehensible.
The whole process involves the working of forces
which have' little or no analogy with material laws; hence
scieuee can never explain or apprehend them by matter.
More of the scientific methods of these spiritual laws
we shall write hereafter; for the present, we emphatically
protest against the farce of selt:.Styled scientists attempting to gauge ''the things of the spirit," by the form.uloo of
materialism.
'
There are evidently no analogies between the laws of
the two worlds.
With patience, humility, and earnest endeavor, mnn
may hope in time to compre~end and even apply the
powers_ which spirits make use of in their communion
with mortals, but this mastery of the laws n.nd forces of a
higher exi!?tence will not be yielded up at the rude demand of egotistical human learning, nor conferred, like
pearls cast before swine, upon the careless and ;tpathetic ·
marvel l'leeker ! Whenever the day of complete spiritual
unfoldment dawns upon us, we must have earned the
light we rejoice in ; until then, " The light shineth in
darkness, and the darkness comprehendeth it not."

/
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THE_ WONDERFUL EXPERIENCES OF DR. CYRUS LORD
AND ''HIS GIFTED DAUGH'.rERS.
A SKETCH BY EWU. liABDINGB BRITTEN.

PART L

THosE who si-t at the spirit circle in the attitude oi
careless investigation, seekers after the marvelous, or'
blase valetudinarians in search of a new sensation, can
form but little idea of the mills of martyrdom through
which the ministrations they temporarily enjoy h~ve
been ground out. Few indeed, if any,_ of the- mere surface .observers of Spiritual phenomena can realize . the
pains and penalties of mediumship, or the amount of endurance and privation through which its forces have been
evolved. "What would I give to be a medium!"
"Why can I not be a medium?" and "0 how much I
would do, were I a medium ! '' are expressions so commonly poured forth, that it might be worth wh~ for
such aspirants to become temporarily endowed with- the
much-coveted boon of mediumistic power, in or4er that
~hey might judge practically of the usurious rate a.t
which the gift must be paid for; but as we can neither
command nor bestow it, nor yet purchase it with silver
and gold, we commend a careful study of the following
pages to the attention of thoRe who, whether within or
without the ranks, have not lifted the veil which conceals
the inner heart of the mystery called mediumsnip. ·
The sisters .A,nnie and Jennie Lord have enjoyed a mediumistic reputation for so many years, and their services
as public exponents of the power of spirits to c~mmuni
:u
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cate have been so severely te&ted and 'proven, that 'their
names are more widely ide~tified with ~~e prog~ess'' of
·~he movement th~~:n that, of any other medium in the
field of marvel and mystery, the· Fox· fami~y alone excepted. ...Both these ladies commenced their career as
mere-. children, and are still youpg, ·but.it seldpm hq.ppens
tlia;t the aubjec:.ts of biog~phic'a.l Sketcb,es ow~ so much of
their-renown to their progehito~ h.s do .these ·~ondei:fully
e:1dowed mediums. That tliis_ generation has ever been
illumine.d by their marveltms gifts, is due entirely to th~
patience, selt:sacrifice, and almost heroic· devotion of their
good father, th~ subject of this little skefuh.
·
-As a. specimen' of whaf can be done jn such directions,
gfiltitude. the enlightened Spiritand wha~ deep debts
. Ul\lists of this generation owe ~0 . many an unknown
martyr, we propose to give a few extracts from the MSS.
. of experiences kindly furnished us by Dr. Cyrus Lord.
· The tone of genuine honesty and frank simplicity.
Lord's journal· induces the writer to
which per'vades
· give most of his nar~tive in his own words; indeed, it
co1.ild gain nothing by the polish of ·editorial correetion,
for no candid reader can peruse it without at once realiz..
ing the de.ep earnestness al)d truthful spirit in which it is
given.· The aut'h~n: ·has only to add that every portion of
t.he recital has been. carefully verified, and that the searching scrutiny which has been instituted into the history of
D'r. Lord und his wonderfully endo~·ed· children has f.1.iled
t? detect on_e single qG~statenie~t or point of ·~xaggern.tiOn.
·- · - {_
In thE!- year_1853, Cyrus :f,ord resided with his family
in A\tburn, Maine.· During the month of March he was
attadked by lung f~ver, and for sevex:al months his recovery seemed doubtful: When at last convnles<:ence set in,
· tmd the invalid was able ·to take the 'air aoroad, he was
unfo~tuno.tely thrown from a carriage, Q.islocating one
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shoulder, and breaking two· ribs. It was under the
weight of this new affliction that Mr. Lord's attention was
directed to Spiritualism, through the revelations of a Mrs;:
Greenlaw,· who was practicing as a medium' at the time.
of the accideu.t in Auburn, and who gave Mr. Lord many
rem:arkable and dbn:vinc!ng evidences of spirit communion. Mr. Lord entered a auit against the town_'of .Danville for d.amages in co;mection with his accident,· and being fortunate enough to gain a verdict, he was informed
by his . spi~it guides that he must devote his newly
acquired means to travelling and practicing as a.'healing
medium, for which office he was assured he had remark-.
able endowments. .It was from theae circum.stances, it
would seem, · that Mr. Cyrus Lord became a ..Spiritual
doctor, n.nd used his gift· fur many years- for the amelioration of human· suffering. We now proceed to give extracts from Dr. Lord'~ own narrative.
Ju11e, 1854.- I moved my family to the tO\VD ~f Livermore on the
banks ·or the .Androscoggin. Here I \\'a.q, and fo-r wbat ? The heuenly.
hosts only· knew! Away from business, away from· old friends and
acquaintances, away from everything except my family and the spirits.
A'n old acqunintauce called on me, and wished me 10 tell him why I
moved to chat pla<.-e. 1 answered I could buy my fire-\vood cheaper, for_. I
coulrl not think of any other r{luson. · As I begau to recov~r from lame-.
ues;, I fdt anxious'alJout business, but the spirit$ wanted me to remain
as I \vas fot· a time, promising to assist me; but I could not see tl;trough
what then seemed to me to be darkne~s, t " h time has unfolded· the
my:;tery.
Again, in the fall of r.hnt year, I thought I should like to know w)aat I
came to Li•·ermore for. My family. wished that some good medium WM
with us, but I sui<l, Let us form a circle. 'fhis we did, our circle consisting of my~elf, wi(e, and four children, and to our great ast~nishmeut W\l
had rappings and tipping;; from two sections of the table.
found also
that I was a po\verful developing medium.· W:e continued, our,even.iug
sittiugs until !hey seemed in those early days truly wonderful. Our fur·
niture moved around. in every direction. The tables it_trned up !'Dd
swung nbout, and when I put my little boy in the box of a large table, it
would travel around the room with him, in an nstonishing manner.

.I
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My .daughters Jennie and Flora were ~t this time the medhJmS, and
Jennie, )lesides rapping, being entranced, would. give us directions.' In 8
short time the manifestations ·proved so. truthful and inspiri~ ·that. we
could not endure to go to rest without our circle. Still we were obliged
to keep our proceedings 8 profound secret, as out' neighbors would have ·
·ridiculeii' us and aUributed our manifestation,& to the powers of darknesi.
· ·· At some of our circles guns were fired, doors were opened and shot, and
finally I was requested by" the spirits to procure a tenor drum and hang
it up. At first all was silent, bat after ~ time the drum was sounded, and
~h.e'n Jennje,·entraoced, said there was a ban·d of spirits pre;ent who
wished to form a mu~ic81 circle: • • • When thP. $pirits found I un~er
stoud what: they"wanted, they expressed •their delight by rapping all
around the rooni.,and sounding the drum.· At length a spirit-announced
himself as J. M'. Hector, a guitar player. I said,·
" Well, Mr. Hector; what do yon want of me·P"
He replied," I want you 'to buy me a guitar, and I will play upon it."
" But,'' I replied; " a guitar 'is very costl.y, and I 'd&n't ku ow where
to lind ·one."
·
Then he said, «Write to Mr. J. W. Stenrns, of Auburn, Maine; inclose live' dollars, and he will se!'d you n guitar."
This I did, and after a short time received the follo\ving answer:·" Dt:.AR' S1a,- Y.our order· hns just been received. You wish me to
•end you a guitar. 1 do ~ot deal in musical instruments, but I will send,
fo~: the five dolla111 inclosed, one which a young man left in pawn with
me, but wl;ich he has never redeemed. The guitar is worth a great deal
more.
Yours respectfully,
J. W. Sn:.ARNS."

all

The. moment the gu;t:ar was unpacked, rappings wer!l beard
over
it, like the llroppings of water. · l'ifr. Hector soon announced himself,
and influenced.Jennie to write that he would play on that instrumeu' as
~oon as'he .could get control over it. That eveuing at our regular circle
J.ennie was. entranced, and the spirit of I! :Miss Emily Macomber presimted ll(rself. 1 said, , •; Good eveniug, Miss 1\Iacomber ; what do you want of me ? "
.She re1•lle.d;"'I'want you.to get a bass viol."
"For what?" ·
" ' w.ili play u.pon it'.'
•
I sf-id, " Can you play? "
I.
She auswered, "1 oouhi, when in the body."
On tlul nellt e~ening 1\Iiss Macomber was. agaip present, aud I said,
"Mi'!5 Moeomber,.wbat abou't the bass viol ? ·.You know they are ver-y
· expeosil'e instruments, and 1 am in the cqunir-y, and I don't know that
I cau ·get on~ tbi,s side of Boston."
·
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get one in aintonf of Mrs.·

·

, ·

·

The next day I starred for Canton, found Mrs. Simmon~, IIII!l.inquired if sqe had a, bass v.iol for sale. She said, ~&I have a double bass,
that _was
hasband's, but it is not for ~le.''
I said, .. Will you o~>Jet. it .to me, and if it saits, I will buy it.'' She
consented, and I took it home, everybody staring at me all the. way.
When I arrived at home, the spirits were very jubilant over my prize. ·
My wife, whose or!;hodoxy was at that time pretty strong, was not quite"
so well satisfied. In the evening, Jennie being entranced, the spirit of
Sqaire Simmo~s presented himself; expressed great delight at oar ~
session of his bass viol, and promised 1lB soon as he conld maJte the conditions; to come and play upon it. The next evening, Jennie, entranoed•
described the spirit of a. man most singularly dressed, who ~epr•sented •
himself as a Highland piper. He promised to join the spirit· band, de- .
claring• he could play on anything, from· the bagpipes to & tlOmmon band·

my

belL
Next a drummer· reported himself, gi~g the name of King, and
8Dnouncing that he, too, should take part in the h811d.
·
I asked ~im with some trepidation if be wanted me to boy a,. dru~
but he told me where I could borrow one, which, he said, woald do for
the·present.. ·
·
.
When I bad _got all theee instnunents together, my wife asked, as
perhaps many other people's wives would have asked under similaf ·
circumstances, "If" I meant ehild.'s play," and whether I really eould
believe, " that spirits wonld eome and play on those things.•• I said I .
faith, for they did com~-·
thought they would ; nor was I deceived in
and did play on one and all, to· the great joy· of all our circle; but I must
not anticipate.
The music did not come directly I had p!Oflured the Instruments. •
although rappings were hea.rd upon them, and they were also moved
abont, and the spirits iieemed delighted that they_were in the house.
It was about this time that I was favored with what to me was a
very glorious vision. · One beautiful !!Vening just afte~ snuset, I was
sts.nding by the side of the Androscoggin River. I cast my eyes to the· ·
west, and saw a beautiful mellow light, coming like a bird, fiying up· and
down. When I first saw the light, it was the size of a lArge globe,. but
when it got about ~dway of the river, it stretched out the len~h of a
mao, eame across, then resumed the s&me form thalli first sa~, and disappeared. At oar circle· in the evening, Jennie, entranced, said," The light which you saw was the· spirit of Emanuel Sweden borg."
.As slie spoke, the room seemed to be filled with spirits, aud .the raps
sounded in every direction. At the-· next evening circle, Mr• .AmRS&
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.Alden (by request Of the spirits). was pre~eot; before thi~, they would
not conse.. t to any one's coming in, be~ides my owri family ; . but lls ·1\!1".
Alden was .a musiciO:n,'tbtly thmlght he would help the maoifeetations,
nnd be wos present at all our .circles, after' that time; until we left the
place. A). !he next evening 'circle Jennie was entranced, and I asked
when they would give us ~~:~usie. They answered by loud raps, "Sev-·
enty." I asked, " Seven~y ·boors?" Tbey 8.Dswe~a; " No." •• Sev-·
enty 1lays ? " They answered " Yes." , For seventy evenings we sst
from seven until nine o'clock: During all this. time we hnd a great
vadety of ll,'ruiifestatious. suc!t as rustling, like one wal~ing through tbe.
room in silk, .opening alld closing doors, firi~g heavy guns, blowitig' IJf
horns, 'spirit-vokes, and ~ounds as: of a band of ·music 'iu the distance,
etc., etc. Now t!•is sound we11t ab~oad, ~nd peopie began to .come, day
-and night. ·· Still 'We would no\ admit any one without tlte consent of
the spiritS.
· · ,.
· · ·
··
· At one <!f our evening sitting~ the spirits said we mo.st get a melodeon
for thP.m tO play o(lon. This- was a bnnl ~sk· tp accomplish, and I said
so, for I didn't even know of af)y one th:.t hod such an iustrument, at a
less di•tapce than 'twenty-fh·e miles. The communicating spirit, bow. ever, whose name !-knew, said tbtit there was one nearer thlin·tbnt, and
she named .Elder Nutter;'a wau who resided about five miles away.
I answerlld, I was quite sure it was of -no use going there, as I knew
the Elder set a high value on, his melodeon, and kept it to entertain
COI!lpany with. Still they urged me to go.
Wlten I announced to my wife, the next morning, that I was actunlly
going. to Elqer Nutter's to ask for his .melodeon, I believe she thought
I had gone crnzy. .Arrived at the house, I knocked, WIIS admitted, ·and
though· we had ·uo aciJ,uaintruJce togelber, I at once frankly told him my
errand, and·how the spirits l1ad sent me to ask him to lend me his mel~deon ·fo'theoi to play upon. At first he stared at me iu astonishment,
but whenU had finished, he commenced without a word-to pack· up the
iri.stnit!ent; nnd help me put it into my pung~ · Giving my add•·ess, and
as~urance that I would take good ~re of his instrument, J returned
1
homc, and that ev~uing'·had grand manifestations of .J-ejoici~g from the
spirits, over 'my au~. Subs~quently. tbey requested me to purchase
a triangle,· hautboy, born, hells, etc:; etc., all of which .I faithfully. complied\with.
. ,
.
•
·
AJ.first tl1e melodeol! was sounded, a few not.es at a thne; then olle instrument nftl!r another gave out sounds until ull were used, but ·no coo"· · cer't of'actioo was' attempted, nor did tlie spirits.produce any great musical ..
.It elfects, until one e..-ening, wl1en Jennie· was. entranced, tbe spirits said
·they could give us no music unless the room was dllrkened.
Tltis was the first intime,tion I bod bad that the music was to be given
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in the dnrk, and bad ·r expected this, I don't know that I .should h~ve
been willing to incur so much trouble and expense. It was too late to
retreat uow, however. We accordingly darkened the room, when the
melodeon was played upon in a style which repaid us for everything.
That night the manifll$tations were truly wonderful.
· .Jifr. Alden·was a good musician, and played 'upon the· violin, the spir·
its keeping perf.i''Ct tid!e with him. At times ·the double biWI would
be played by Miss Macomber, and at othel" times by Sqnire Simmons,
bot the difference between the players was perceived by all present.
Next evening, Jennie agaiu entranced, the spirits played finely. A gentlemaJil pr~ent requested a spirit ro wrestle with him. The spirit IU'cepted, nnd the gentleman said be ilnd all he could do.to keep on his
feet. The steps and passe~ were heard by all present. N~xt e\'euiog, Colonel Haines and Hon. J. B. Jones were present nt the circt.•.
Colonel Haines said he bad ploy<·d in the choir with Squire Simmons ;
that btl nsed to give a very peculilll" sound on the double bRSs, IUid i'1
that sound wo.s given,· he should know that it was tru~; whereupo!' tlaB
sound was given, and Colon~) Hllines said it was impossible to mistake
it, and that it was a perfect test.
. .
Shortly after this, one aftel"noon we were startled with frightful and un- •
expected manifestations. Lond raps sounded ~hrough the house. Ho·nvy
feet were. heard walking and stamping, and deep groans sounde<l from one .
of" the "bedrooms. In the eveQing, at our regular circle, Jennie. whilst
entranced, saw herself lying as if dead. At this time she was ~ c.old ns
marble, and, calling for a slate, wrote, " Carry n,e. into th11t bedrooau,"·
indicating the one wbea·e the f.rightfnl sounds were the loudest.·
My wife refused to comp.Jy with tbis order, and insisted on our rem~n
iog where we were. The spirils then wrote that she, the medium. would
come out of the trance in time for the next evening's circle, but if we bad
cnrri~d her into that room she would have died, o.od they would h~··e
raised ber from death.
·
·'
All that nig~t manifestations eontinued, and many stranger~ao had
been invited into the circle remained 'till morning to witne!IS them.
About six o'clock in the morning, the house anrl grounds around it w~re ·
· shaken as by an 'earthquake, the instrumenls were played, and sounds as
of a storm, the bowling of a tempes"t, and the 'mutte1•ing of thuuder were
given with terrible and start.ling effect.
Now, a great many persons had by this time been invited into our
circles and become lhoroughly convince!! of Spiritualism. !.laRd spent
quite a large sum of money, and I felt that my labors .in that place were
almost closed.; at length the sp~fif.S ·said I must go to Auburn, Maiue. · :1
followed directions, removed to Auburn, and hired a house, one lrall of
wbicll was occnried by 11 Mr. Austin, who resided there.with his ii1m~ly;
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We found them to be excellent people, and' harmonizing in the circle.
Pretty soon our old neighbors began to call. They ~id,"We ~ear strange things ~out the spirits ; do tell us what baa hap'·
pened. Can't we coma in ?"
"Yes," I Jioplie~ •• when we can get ready." .
·
. They said, ".we will help do anything, \f we can only bear the spirits ;.
ler us have a l!ircle to-night."
So we piled away qor goods as well as we' conld, and had our circle.
·" 0, isn't that glorious·!" said OJ\e. "Tbat•is beayenly," eaid 11nother; and
so on tD the e'qd of the circle. The report we'Dt abroad, and the bonae
was running over, day and nigh,t, with visitors. We could do lfotbing for
ourseh·es,.we'bad so1nuch compan;t. .As one evening closed, I colleeted
the instruments together aud got them arranged for the next, and so the
time was spent, and the friends seemed happy and went home.rejoicing•.
.At one or nor ciroles,. Jennie,.entranced, was ia!ten up, chair and all, and
placed OD the table in the midst of all the circle, without cOming in CliO•
tact with any ODe. .At anotheli she BIIW in vision tbe civil War which
drem·bed the earth with blood, though at ·that· time we could not under·
stand whnt she was dCPcribing.
At times slle would be carried, chair nod all, forty. fuct from the bouse
and set under a tree, all the doors intervening between her and the
circle room ,being opened:
.
It wns some tiaie after .we had moved 'to Portland that my daughter
Annie became develOped for spirit music given on the guitar, in alight
room, with . tbe gt,Jitar under the table, together with a greal variety of
a·rrange physical manifestati~bs. SJlirits would write on a slate to which
her hand was tied, onder the table, whilst her other hand was in sight.
A ·number of scieittific gentlemen tested this slate-writing, which was
often given ill different liauds, and nlwnys whilst the medium's right hand
WW! on the tnble nod her .left tied by committeeA to the slate held onder
ihe table.
·
·
. • . .At a sitting with a Mr. L--, of Westbroo~, in the light (.Annie the
medium) we plncecl the guitar under the tnble, back against the wail, and
,then put a boord eighteen inches high before the guitar. Mr, L-- said,
"If there is rilusie-uuw, we
call it spirit-music." We sat with our
hands upon the table, M;. L--, .Annie, and myself. Singing commen~d,,and ~he g~itar played for ~ne hour or more. -!lr. y,_..:_ questionet,~ the s.pirits, and was answered .with ·loud raps upon the table. Mr.
L - - WIIS highly grati6t<d.
'
..t\,nuje nod I were iuvited to go to. Westbroo~ to hold a circle at the
liouFe of Mr. n-·-·-, and there was a large. number present. A very
weultby gennemnn said if there
music produced in his pr4!Senee, without being perfor,med by mortnL•, he WO!Jld give 1111 a deed of his home-

will
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stead. The table was arranged, and·llr. J--; Annie, and myaelf.were
Se!!oted a·t the table, all having our feet fastened with lines to the chain,
and our band~ on the tabJe. The music commenced, and conti:aued fC?r a ·
long while, but ¥I"· J - - forgot to give his deed.
The most an~;~oying of all the manifestations was when .my mends, that
we~ Spiritua\ists, would drag in skeptics and try to 11ave them convinced
against their own will, imd then blame· the spiri!B and the mediums fur
not convincing them. I held clrc1es in Portland for eight inonths, both
day and night, and gave ·the services of 111yself a,nd family cheerfully.
My expen~~es ba-v:e been heavy, my outlay of time as-well as money
very gn!&t, and the only reward I bnve is the knowledge of Spiritualism,
and the pleasure that it h.~s aft'orded' me to be of servi~ to my fellow ··
.mortals as a healing medium. I will not infii~ my experiences in tbia
direction upon the reader; it is, however, only truth to state that my success in treating disease 'bns been very satisfactory, especially whi!JI, as'in
one case I may cite, a neuralgic: affection of eleven years' !!tanding wa.&
'cured by the sim.Ple laying on· or my bands, in live minutes, nor has the
disease ever returned to the patient.
·
'
•
·
I commenced by stating bow much pnzzled I was to· discover what I
was sent to Livermore for; I may close with the acknowledgment that
the problem is now fuily solved. I bave not only discovered what took
me to Livermore, but also· for what reasons my presence and tliat of my ·
family were required. in Auburn, Portland, and every other place where
the ligbt of immortality became clearly demonstrated through them.
Were I to record aU the marvels I have witnessed, or those performed at
our circles alone, I could fill volumes.
·
Trnsting, however, that the brili!f outline of the· facts I have noiiced ~ru.'
suffice, I now conclude.
·CYaus Lmw.
CuxbBBLAHD C£11TllE, ~.

Although the well-practiced Spiritual inv~stigator ma.y
affirm that there is to him little or nothing novelty in the
record of Dr. Lord's facts, at this late day, no one can deny
that his experiences deserve from Spiritualists of all c~ses
a grateful recognition, and an honorable mention amongst
the annals of the modern Spiritual movement: Let those
who may be dispose~ to sneer at the good ·man's simple faith and trusting obedience, consider the g.reat re- ·
sults that have ·been accomplished in the development of
his highly gifted daughters, and acknowledge that his
course was· inspired by the wisdom of ll.ngehr; ..,-hilst the
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grudging niggard who murmurs at the di~bursement of
_th:e paltry fees requir.ed to cpmpensate a poo~ ·?Jlerlium for
time and service, may read Dr. Lord's. modest. yet frank
~ecord, contemplate the vast sacrifice of ~ime, money, and
per8onhl comfort, endured by himse~ Q.nd his family, and
blush that he has failed ~o go and d likewise. .
From many an obscure. nook in the 'land, echoes of
\ Dr. Lord's e('perience\ might b~ sound~d; we~e they not
drowned by the more blatant tones which proclaim the site-.
ceases of those who reap wher~ the hard -working but un- ·
considered t.oilerll of the movement. have so·patient~y and
fa!'thfully planted. · If our sketch has I'e'!ldered but faint
-justice, even to one of 'th~se. unrewarded sowers by the
- way~ide, it has not been· v'ritten in vain. In our next
issue,. we shall have the ·pleasure or' co~tinuing this narrative, in the experiences of Mrl!. Annie ~rd Chamberlain, whose history ~ill gain all the more interest, we
trust, from the detail of her .early qeyelopment ns evolved
by the unswerving ·faith and devotion of her excellent
father.
.
Of Jennie Lord, the medium. through whom so many of
the remarkable phenomena above. related were produced,
our space will only allow us to_ add at present ·that her
wonderful powers i~creased with year!!, and that in a long
se~es of·p~blic services, during which she has fo.ithfully
and patiently held seances of the sa~e character described
in this sketch, hundreds of the ·moRt inveterate skeptics
hll.ve been' convj~ced of the light of immortality and the
truth of spirit .communion. ·Jennie Lord (now Mrs.
Webb~ a:ltliougli. consta~tly suffering from the effects of a
,fragil~ constitution, and the fatiglu~s and discomforts of an
itinerant medium's life, has never faltered in her self. " eacrifici'ng f~ith ·and devo_tion· to· the C!tllse th~t she hM
been ·so nnwillingly compelled· to adopt. She has
travelled t~o~ands of miles, so.t_ by night and day fo~
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cold, sneering skeptics, with as much gentle forbearance
and patient fortitude, as for the hbsts o.f friends whC}
dearly love and appreciate her. Hec experie.nce.!! will yet
fo~;m one 'of the pages of marvel and supermundane inter. est witb. which. the new dispensation abounds. Meantime, if Dr. Cyrus Lord and his daughters fail to reap the
full meed of justice from the pen of 'the scribe, or the
gratitude of men, that their invaluable services deserve,
they know they have also been laboring for the dwellers.
of that better and brighter land, where the ~ii.r~ of ~e
. martyr· are crystallized into the gems whiqh wreathe the
brows of the immortal, and the thorns of earth are transmuted into the roses of eternitY..
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.FILIOL.E DULCISSIM1E.
BT TBE VERY REVERE!ID. THE DEAN OF CANTERBURY, UGLAIID·

SaY, wilt thou think of me when I'm ~~oway,
Borne from the threshold aod laid in the clay,
Lost and unheard of for many a day ?
Wilt thou remember me. when I am gone,
Farther each year from thy vision withdrawn,
Thou in the sunset, and I in the dawn P_

Wil~ thou remember me, when thou shiut see
Daily and nightly encompBBBing theeHundreds of others, but nothing of me!

All that I ask is a tear in thine eye,
. "Thus looked he on me-thus rung his reply,"
Sitting and thinking, when no one is by.

.Ah I but in vain is the boon that I seek ;
Time is too strong, and remembrance too weak ;
Soon yiel~ to darkness the evening's last streak•

..

'Tis not'fo die, though the path be obscure ;
Vast though the peril, the end is secure;
Grand is tbe conflict, the victory sure.
But 0! 'tis to feel the cold touch of decay,
To look back on the vanishing wake of one's way,
Receding and fading out, day after day.
This is the bitterness none can be spared,
This the oblivion the greatest have shared,
This the true death for ambition prepared.
Thousands are xvund us- all toiling as we,
Living and.loving, wbo~e lot is to be
Past and (orgotten like waves on tl>e sea.

•
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Filiolce. ·Dt~lcissimce. Once in an age is humanity stirred ; , . ·.
Once in~ lifetime, is uttered a word,
A word not-forgotten o.s soon e,s. 'tis heard."
Once in a century springs ·forth a deed,
A deed from the night of oblivion freed 7
Destined to shine, and to bles~, an~ f:o lead.
Yet not eyen thus escape re our lot ;
The word liveth .on, but tlie voice is forgot;
:·The deed ·lasts in mem'ry, the doe~ "is not."

Wli~ know t.he fonns of tl•e mig~ty of old ?
Can bust· or can 'portrait the spiri~ unfold,
Or the light' of the eye by description be told ?
Nay, even He who the martyr bccnme,
Bearing the cross, nnd despising the shame,
Earning a name, l~igh above every unme :

-

They who hnd loqked on I~i!" while He wns l•crc,
Kept they in memory his lineaments clear?
Could tlu!y command them at will to nppeilr ?

i (

They who ha(heard .Him and lived on hi8 voice,
· Say, could they always r'e~all, nt their choice,
The tone's.and the cadence which made them rejoice?
'
Be we content, Lhen, to pass into shude,
Visage aud voice in oblh·ion laid,
Amllivc in the light that OU':_ actions have made.

..

Yet do you tllink of me, child of my _soul :
When-the dark waves of forgetfulness roll,
Pa,r( may survive, ill. the w1·cck of the whole.

~

)
q

Still let me count on the tear in thine eye, ·
" Thus bent he o'er me- thus rung his reply,''
Sit_tiug and thinking, w.hen no_one is by.

"GHOST L:A.NDJ•" OR, RESEARCHES INTO THE MYS. TERIES OF s:riiUTUAL EXISTENCE.
BY AUSTRIA.
NO. V.

llfAGIC IY ENGLAND.

IT ·was a dark, gloomy day when I first set foot in the
great Babylon of modern times, London, _whither I had 1
accompanied my beloved friend and preceptor, Professor
Marx, he ha.ving solicited· nie to do J'lO.
The term of my residence, as a student, in Europe had
already expired, and I had been summoned by my
mother to return to India, where honorable official distinc
tion awaited me; but the hour that was to usher me.into · ·
this new and desirable sph:ere of life would also separate
me from Professor Marx, and the links which bound me ·
to that strange man seemed, by this time, to h!J.Ve be
come interwoven with my
very
heart-strings; and to con
.
.
template rending them asunder was to me a.n idea fmught
with indesct·ibable anguish. After the lapse ·of nearly
fifty yeal'3 of time, and w~th every youthfnl heart-throb
stilled into the calm of waiting expectation until the
mighty change shall come, even now, I can hardly recall
the life of indescribable oneness and magnetic sympathy, .
which attached me to my singular associate, without
amazement that the· identity of one human .being should
have become so entirely merged in that of another. In·
his presence I felt strong to act, clear to think, and prompt
to speak; yet by some strange fiLtuity, it seemed to me
as if acts, thoughts, and wot·ds took their shape from him~
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and without the least effort on my part to discoV'e-i or in·
quire his will, I know tba:t I lived beneath its ·itifiuence,
and derived my chief motives for spee~lt. and action.from
the silent fl._ow of his thQtights. When I was absent from
him, I became an indescribably. .lost cr~ature. · I was
. dream_y, uncertain, wandering ; .not so much a child, as a .
·be-ing withotlt a soul ; one in whom instinct remained, brit
self-consciousness lacked the pivot on which to revolve,
and hence the wheels.of mind vibrated, and swung to
and fro,,searching for the sJ.IStaining ·power on which· to
anchor. .
.
I think I. can now discern the se~ret of this mystic
spell, '*hough I do not know. that I have ever had the
.. opportunity of observing a case
~hich one soul had
acquired over anQther an equal amount of control Tl;le
magnetic life of Professor Mal?' .b,ad .be€m infused into .
. my system; until· I :\filS· a. part -9f lii~?self. ·. His strimg
and p~rsuasive will. had ·pierc'ed my. vei-y·brnln,' until it
had found a lodgrpei1t·
the f~n€rmost of ~y intellig.ence. ·
The channels ·o.f psychologic iprce, once cut into deep
grooves. by o_ur long and intimate association, became receptive conduits; into·whic~ his soul .flowed as naturally
as if my· org!mism had been· )1is own. Truly I was his
creature, n.nd but that I loved him for his kindness, honored
.him for hi~ profound learning, ~ respected him for the
· sublime manhood of his chara.tCr, 1 should have mourned
·over my. own co~scious slavery, a_,nd writhed beneath the
strange stamp· of another's identity, which I was compelled
' to bear. I --~~ve sai? the mere thought of ·being- torn
asunder from
stronger and w~er self, wits an anguish
I opuJd bot endire. I wrote to my mother, respectfully
buV firmly declining to return, but assuring l:fer I consid- .
ered my term of scholarship ended, by her _desire that it·
should be so:

m
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By a mutual understanding, thoug\1 without any-outward
expression in words, I considered myseff the adopted son
of Professor Marx, and I no't only felt restful and happy in ·
this tacit. arrangement, but I vaguely speculated upon the
possibility -of my soul's becoming soon separated from
the .f~aH tenemen,_.l; it inhabited, and perhaps absorbed in
the grander and more exalted entity of the beigg I so
strangely idolized.
I do not know· to this day how far the P~ofessor realized his ~agicnl power over me. He knew that I read
his thoughts like an open page. He was able to conceal
or rev.enl his :will to me ·at pleasure, and witht}ut a word
spoken. I knew when he will~d: to shut his thought from
me, and at such times I was a blank. · ·
Whi:m there was no such mental wall erected between
us, all was as cleqr and lu~?id to me as If he were myself.
I prepared myself to walk or ride with him, came and
went as he wished, and all without a word spoken, or a
gesture made.
Protessor Marx was, I believe, truly attached to me, and,
I think, pitiea my fearful subjection to his will, ·even·
whilst he enjoyed its triumphant exercise.
This true gentleman was gravely eourJeous to the
female sex, but never seemed to ~ea.lize the slightest attraction towards them a8 companions. He understood
them, as indeed he understood every one· he approached ;
but tl;lough he never conversed with me on the subject, I
perceived that he viewed. the yielding and intuitive char~
acteristics of the female mind wit.h lofty contempt, and his
intense and all-absorbing devotion to the peculiar studies ··
he had adopted, made him coldly indifferent to the attraotions of female beauty. Eminently handsome in person,
and polished, though cold in manner, J:te might have com~ ·
manded the adoration of even the fairest ~n any land. Why
I alone, of all the human famio/, ever seemed to move
~

.
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his stoical heart to the ien..qt emotion,. can on1y be. accounted for on the hypothesis that there was. something
of a reciprocal action in thil magnetic proqesses which had
so wonderfully bound me to hi,n, and that in the absorp-·
· tion ~of his magnetic influence· on ..my part, he involuntarily received in exchange influences from the elemental
lif~ which he displaced_in my organ~m. · MagnetizerR not
nnfreque1;1tly imbibe some of the qualities of disease, or
·everi Hie psycho~ogical tendencies of their patients, .and
call it.;sy'mpathy.
.
My long. years of e.xperiene~ in the phenom~na of animal magnetis~ .ind~lCO me to belie~e there is in all magnetic operations m·ore or .less of reciprocal influence, and
that this is especially the case' wh~re the' operator is not
entirely positive to his subject, or where such links of
sympathy exist between the parties as. render the magnetizer liable to receive :back agn,in something Of the life
elemenp which he.disturbs in h,is subject.
It was under 'tpe· impulsion
the irresistible attraction
with which my singulat· ,associate had bound my life to
his, that I had resolved to accompany him on a tour
through Eu.rope, ratlier tlui.n return to the mother whose
love I st\ll fo.ndly.· reciproca.ted·. Dark, blighting, and inauspicious was' the. day when first Professor· Marx and
: mys~lf estli.bli:;hed ourselves in an old-fa.Shioned, time-worn
'.mansio~, a 'portion of which we were to rent during our
· .stay in London.
•
The fire blazed in. the grate, and the mellow light of
:softly gle~niiif!flamps lent a. cheering lustre to the sce~e,
however, as ·we ·sat, on the' first evening of our arrival, in
coinpany with two guests to whom . we hD.d dispatched .
letlers of introduction, and who had haatene_d to welcome.
us, at the earliest pos.~ible moment, .to the British metropolis. Our visitors, whom I shall. caU Lord Dudley and
Mr. Barton, ,were. ~en in th~ youthful ·prime of life, but
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both of· them; like him whom I still • d,elight to call " my
master,'' were wholly devoted tQ the study of the occult.
T~y expected much of us, beca.use they we~e led to
believe the· Ger~an mind was more than ordinarily ca._
pable of analyzing the unseen, and mastering the mysteries of the imponderable. A few hours' conversation with
these gentlemen; however, convinced us that iri point of
varied experienc~ir magical information was far in
advance of ours. Tliey.. had visited Denmark, Sweden,
·Norway, Iceland, and almost every part of Scandinavia,
carefu1ly acquainting themselves with the wild legendary
lo~e of those regions, and taking part in many of their
singular ceremonies of spiritual invocation.
In Lapland, Finland, and the northeastern part of Russia, om: new acquaintances had beheld so maqy eviden.ces
of inborn occult powers' amongst the nativ:es, that they
had come to a conclusion which· the well informed Spiritualist of ·modern times will no doubt' be ready to endors·e,
and that is, that certain individuals of the •race are ·so
peculiarly and organically endowed, that they li.ve, as it
were, on the borders of the invisible worid, arid ·from time
to time see, hear, act, .and think under its influence, as
naturally as other individuals do who are only capable of
sensing matet-i.al and external things.
Moreover, our friends had arrived at the op~ion that
certain localities and climatic influences were· favorable
or otherwise to the development of ~ese innate occult
endowments.
Experience had shown them that mountainous regions,
or highly rarefied atmospheres, constituted the best physi- ~
cal conditions for the evolvement of magical powers, .and '!
they therefore' argued that the great prevalence of super-. .
mundane belie.fS and legendary lore in these latitudes ·
arises from the fact, tha.t intercourse with the interior .
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·realrnp of be~g are ~he univers~f e~perience of the people, not that they are m'ore ignorant or ,superstitious than
other races. 'Lord Dudley had brought to England_ with
him. a " Schaman," or priest, of"' certain district in 'Russia,
where he had given extraordinary ~viden.ces of his powers. This man's cu11tom was ·to' i:trr~y himself in a. robe
Qr' state, trimmed with t~e ~nest'- .furs l!nd' ioaded with
precious stones, amongst which clear· crystals were the
most esteemed. ·
·
In this co8tume1 ~ith h~ad, arms, and feet bare, the
Scbam8.!J. would 'proceed to beat. a magical' drum, made .
after a peculiar' fashion, and adorned with a variety of.
syritbolical and fi1ntaStic paintings.
· Commencing his exercises by simply standing within
a cirgle traced on the ground, and penting his drum in
low, rhythmic~lcade'nce to his muttered chantings, the
Scharnan would gradually rise to a condition of uncontrollaoJe frenzy"; his hands, would acquire a muscular
power and mpiuity \•..-hich caused the drum .to resound
with the- wildest· cia~ or, and strokes which defied the
·power of man to coun~. ·
His body, ineo:qtime, would sway to and ft·o, spin round,
and ·finally be elevated and even suspended several feet in
the air, by u. power wholly trnknown to the witnesses. His
cries -and gesticulations were frightful, and the whole
scene of" manticism" would end by the performer's sinking on the earth in a rigid cataleptic state, during which
he spoke oraCJ.Ilar sentences, or gave answet·s to questions
with a voice wl!ich se~med to procee~ from the air some
~et abov(;l his prostrate form. During ·my stay in EngJh.nd I wn.S present at several experimental performances
with th~ Scha~n, and··thoug:l~ ·h~ could unquestionably
predict the future and descx-ibe correctly distant places
and pe~sons, Professor. M~rx and myself were both disappointed in the results. which we expected to proceed
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from· }lis. very elaborate modes of inducing- the "mantic ...
frenzy. Lotd Dudley accounted for the inferiority of his
prot~ge's powers by. s'tating ~hat the at;mosphere was
prejudicial to ~is peculiar ·temperament, and t~ough. he
had striven to SQ{round him with favorable conditions, it·
W!J:S obvious he needed the spec~alties of ~is ne.tive soil
and climate for the ~omplete evolvement of the' phenom'ena he .bad been ~ccustomed to exhibit.
Amongst the distinguished gentlemen in~ whose f!Ociety Professor Marx and myself were now addm.itted, we
found several individuals of the magical type who had
h~en imported by earnest students from .different coun.tries, for the p.urpose of aiding their investigations. One
of these persons was a native of the Isle of Skye, and had
been remarkable for his gift of "second sight."
Panoramic representations of future events, with all the
vivid imagery of well-defined persons and circumstances,
would be presented to this man's waking vision, like a picture aaguen·eotyped on the atmosphere.
· Another of the marvel workers was a young Laplander,
whose ·powers and methods of awakening them were not
' unlike those of the "Schaman," described above, only that .
he !'!eemed to possess an innate faculty of clairvoyant per~
ception, which did not always necessitate th~ magical
frenzy to cn.ll into play.
There were several other personages, all imported from
northern lands, through whom our new friend-8 attempted·
to conduct experiments, but it seemed 'that 'in each case,
the powers for which .these weird people had.been disti~
guished had either diminished, or utterly failed them
when taken away from ·the influence of their home snrroundings. The islander from Skye had ODly beheld one
vision since he had quitted his native shores, a.nd tliat WM
the scene of a shipwreck, in which, as h~ affirmed, he was
destined to perish, and for which -reason he had steadily
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refused to return .home, although his.gifts as~ seer we~e ·
now S'llspended. 1t is a curiou8 £'1.ct and worthy of record,
th?-t this Skye man, having been placed by Mr.. B\J.rton .in
the service of one .of his. friends as a gardener, was arrested for theft, co~victed, septenced to tJ:ansportation, and
after having been' removed, to the convict sh.ip, fin~~;lly
perished in a gal~;during which. the ship with all her
hapless lolj.d of crim,e.and suffering were lost.
we- that isl: my master 'and myself- saw little or
. nothing. amo.ng8t the "magicians,; 'Yhom our new friends
had t.1.ken :3ucli, troqble to surround themselves with, that
equaled tbe ..exp.eriences of our Teutonic associates, but
om: opportunitieil for. enlarging
sphere of observation
strengthened. our belief in the following items of spiritual
phi)osophy :. first, that there are individuals who posseSs
by nature all t~e prophetical, clair,:oyant, and otherwise
supet.nundane· powers, which are only to be evoked in
different organisms 'by magical rites, or magnetic pro. ceases. ·
Next, we found. another .and a still larger· class, who
seemed externally to lrav~ no extraordinary endowments
of a ·spiritual nature, yet in whom the most wonderful
powers of inner light, cutative virtue, and prophetic vision
could be awakened through artificial means, the most potent which were the inhalation of mephitic ·vapors, pungen't essences, or narcoti~ j the action of clamorous noise,
or soothing music; the process "of looking, into glittering
atones and crystals ; excessive and violent action, espe. cially in-~·circular direction, and lastly, through the exhn~
lations proceeding frbm the warm blood of,animated beings.
these influences, together with an arro.y of forms, rite~,
and ceremonials which inyolve me:ntal action, and CILptiva.te
the· senses, I now affirm to constitute the art of ancient
mn.gicr and I moreover b~]ieve that wherever these processes are systematically resorted 'to, they will, in more
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or less force, according to the susceptibility of the subject,
evoke all those occult powers known as ecstacy, aomnitmbulism, clairvoyance, the gifts of prophecy, healing; 'etc.· ' ·
We derived another remarkable it~m of ·philosophy·
from our re_searches, which was, that under the' influence
of some of the magical p~oc~sses . pra~ticed. by our new
associates, the human organism can not only be rendered
· insensible to pain, but that wounds, bruises, and even :Omtila.tion ·can be inflicted upon it,. without .permanent in·
jury; also, that it can be rendered positive to the law of
gravitation, and ascend into the air with perfect ~e.
Also, the body can be so-saturated with magnetism, or
charged with spiritu~l essence, that fire cannot bum it;
in a word, when the body becomes enveloped in the indestructible essence of spirit, or the soul element, it can be
made wholly positive to all material· laws, transc;mcling
them in a way astonishing and inexplicable to all uninstructed beholders. Of this class of phenomena., history
has ninde such frequent mention that I feel justified-in
calling attention towards the array of evidence we· po11se!'s
on the subject. Let me refer to the "ConY"ulsiorinaires of
St. Medard ; " the history of the " French Prophets of
Avignon;" the still more recent accounts of the f-rig.htful
mental epidemic which prevailed in the district of Morzine
in 1864 ; . the now well attested facts of supermunclane ·
power enacted by the Fakirs, Bral_lmins, and ecstatics of.
the East, and many of the inexplicable physical nnd mental phenomena attributed to monastic "ec.'<tatics.'~
Amongst the "Convulsionnaires of St. Medard ··~d the
possessed peasants of Morzine, one of the most familiar
demonstrations of an extra-mundane condition was the de]ight and apparent r~lief which the sufferers represented
themselves as experiencing, when. blows ·violent enough,
as it would seem, to have crushed them bone by bone,
were administered to them. At the tomb of the Abbe
0
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Pnt:is, and amongst the frenzied pati~nt~ of Morzine, the ·
· most•pathetic appeals would .be made that stu~dy, power. ful men wouid pound and beat their bodies with huge
mallets, and the cries of "Heavier yet, good prother !
heavier yet, for the love of Heaven!" were amongst the
words that were most constantiy uttered.
·
Dur~~g. the .fearful struggle tn!J,intained by ·the brave
and · devo,ted prop~ets of the Cevepnes against their
·oppressors, every hi.story, whether favorable or ·antagonistic, makes t~~:ention. of the exhibitions by which Cavillac
nndothers .. of'f' th~. inspired" proved their ability, under
the afflatus uf ecstn.cy, to resist tlie action of fire. ·
Amongl!t· a vl\lj!t .number of records concerning the
mystical power of the spirit "to act upon arid through
matter, we may cite the lives of some of those :femarkable
personages canonized by the Catholic Church as sainte.
In the experiences of Saint Teresa, Saint Bridgetta,
Saint ,Catherine, ana many other" holy women,'' we are
confidently iriforrued that an actual "stigmata"· was developed on their .h~nds, feet, and· sides, in imitation of
the woi~nds attrilivted ·to. the martyr of Calvary. The~r
forelieads w.ere eneircled by marks as of a crown of
thorrls, -and ~drops of blood were seen to ooze from the
'
stigmata at stated periods.
Of the Arabian fire-eaters and Hindoo ecstatics, I shall
. have inore to say hereafter; for the present, I close this
long nnd discursive chapter with a few passages of explam\tion· concerning the existence of magical practices
and magicn~··exp~rifllents in stern, gloomy, matter-of-fact
d England.
.
.
.
·Nearly all the Eqgliah gentlemen to whom Prof~ssor
_arx had lett~rs of introduc~ion were members of
secret . societies, and, with one. exception, pursued their
studies in the direction of magic, deeming· they could
·ultimately r~solve the nature and rise of all o~cult powers
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into a scientific systeml analogous to the ~agical art as
practiced in the days
antiquity. The one exception
which I refer to is a!f. order that. owes nothing of its
working or existe.nce .\00 this age or time1 Its actual
nature· is only recogn~· ed, spoken, or thought of as a.
dream, a memory_, of he past, evoked like a phantom
from the realms of tra ition or myth; yet, as surely
there is a spirit in mn.n, is there in the world a spiritual,
though nameless and alrost unknown association of men,
drawn together by the l:ionds of soul, associated by those
interior links which nev~r fade or perish, belonging tq all
·times, places, and natio4s alike. Few can attain to the
inner light of these t~p~ritt;ally associated brethren, or
apprehend the significa.qce of their order ; enough that
it is, has been, and will be, until all men are spiptualized
eno~gh to partake .of its exalted dispensations. Some
members of this sublimJ brotherhood were in sesSion in
England, and their presence it was which really sent
thither my l!l!!Ster and.' myselt; at the time of .which I
write.
'
That there should exi:~t within the very.· heart of rationalism and Christian piety, England, more than a dozen
secret societies addicted! to magical practices and. superstitious rites, but abovk all, that the ~ighest order of
mystics in the world sholl-ld be uttering their potent
spells in tlie midst of the1great modern Babylon, dedicatE:d
to the worship of mammon and pauperism, is a statement
so · startling and original that I expect few but the
initiated into its actualities ·to credit me, and many of my
readers, especially good, honest, matter-of-fact EngliSh
people themselves, to denounce me as a. 1una.tic, or a .
modern Munchausen.. I ca.n only say, I write of tha.t. I
know, and of what many hmidred~ of esteemed and
reputable citizens, in their private experiences, know lik&
wise ; and if good, honest, matter-of-fact English people
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would only remel!lher there might be realms of being
both highel' and lower than man's, links of connection
and mutual understanding throughout .the universe, and ·
some few things more. in heaven and earth th:m they
(worthy folk!) ·dream of in their philosophy,_ the magicians of England would not .feel compelled, for their credit
and honor's suke, to make their societies.-secret ones_
'
As J.t was, the clairvoyants, ·seers, and weird subjects
whom th~ socie.tie~ procured for their experiments, ~ere
generally employed in families, -~hops, or some simple
ways of busiqess,' which effectually concealed their real
.characters: .'T4~ ~agical .experiment.~ were conducted
wi~h the ·strictest _reserve and caution,- and it is only since
the advent of modem Spiritualism, with its remarkable
and wide-spr,end commonplaces in wonderful things, that
the ~orld has begun. to discover that Spiritual facts. and
experiences in Great Britn.in are several years older than
;· the movement Qf tlie ]l!.St quarter of a century.
r'
It ~as some few weeks after 'our arrival in London.
~nd· one night just as I was taking leav~ of my den;
master for the night,· tl~at the following conversation
ensued betw~en us.
"Louis, yoti have hitherto taken no part. amongst these
English magicians. I have secluded you from all exercise
of your powers because- but you know the reasons, do
yotr not?"
''Perfectly, n:JY master'; you "wished me. to 4ave so~e
rest, and to imbibe fresh force for future efforts; further. more, you ·desired that. I should have calm and deliberate
opp~rtunitie·s for observation. Is it not sp ? " · ..
\"·You understand me thoroughly, and now-wli(\t
cbnclusions hav.e. you arrived at, .from all you have
wit4
neSsed ? "
·
·
"Conclusions! 0 my master, I am more and more lost
in an ocean of speculation ; more "wildly lost than ever

..
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before, on the unresting billows of a shoreless sea! I
realize the interference· and all-persuasive po.wer of invisible realms of being, but who o'r what they are, beco.mes. to me eac~· day an ever deepening mystery. I· ·
perceive .each. hour fresh evidences of a wondeiful and
mysterious fountain of influence in human lreings; aye, at
times in the animal crea-tipn ·also ; but who cru:i fathbm its
depths, ga.uge its possibilities, define where it lies1 or pronounce . upon its destiny ? The earth imd the creatures
that live upon it are all dual, and eviqrntly maintain ll. .
dual existence; but I know no more the limitations. of
my own being, than I do the "double goers" who flash
before our eyes like tongues of flame or meteoric lights.
Alas ! alas ! I think, believe, hope, and fear too much, and
know too little ! ''
" You shall know more; know- aye, even the absolute;
soon, my Louis,'' rejoined the Professor, with· a deeper
glow .on his. cheek, and a more brilliant flash of his star•
like eyes than I had · ever seen before ; then, after a
strange, long pause, in which he seemed fixed and abstracted as one entranced, he drew a letter from his
bosom, glanced at it, and heaved a sigh so deep that it
almost amounted to a wail. That letter he turned over
s_everal times in his hand; gaZing now on the large seal
which closed it, now on the direction, which was in his
owri bold 'vriting, and marked simply," To my Louis.''
The painful sigh, the first and only token of deep emotion I had ever heard from this man, was rep~ated several
times; at length he placed the letter in my hands, saying with an air of singular solemnity," Keep this in the
most secret repository you have, and never open it· until
a voice the most authoritative to you on earth shall say,
The time has come ; o·pen and read ! '
" Good night, Louis! your e~perieoces u.s a mystic in
England .are now about to commence..
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·~, Good night, my mast~r! ,; I respo~ded -~loud, adding
men,tally, "_Would .God they were about to. close in the
sleep that knows. no waking!"·
'' The death-sleep of earth is the waking life of eternity," murmured a swe~t, low ·voice, close to my ear. I
started,.and looked for the speaker. Professor Marx was
gone, and the luminous apparition of the beautiful Constan,ee flitted by me like an electric .flash, and vanished
int~ the darkness, so-much the more profound that she
·. · ,
· ·1/. "" • •
. . had
. been there i
~
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I sat in the old, old charmed place
By the window, yesterday,
Where Death first kis;ed our wee.darling's face,
.And her feet fi!Und heaven's way ;
And my Soul climbed up life's prison walls,
Curtained and cobwebbed with sin,
Striving with prayers and silent heart-calls,
To gather God's sunshine in•
.And my grief so great, my prayer so strong,
Bore me to the window's verge,
Where spirits first hear the angels' song,
Above the funeral dirge.
Then tbe tear-mist from my dim eyes l"OIIed,
!loved by a magic unse~n,
Until it framed, in circles of gold,
"'
The form of Evangeline !
" Be merciful, Heav'n," my spirit cried ;
"V~il not again thnt sweet face!"
Bnt my angel faded away from my side,
A.nd I suddenly lost my place~
And down from the window that looked towards God,
· Back into bondage a,ciain,
Came my Soul; back to bear the chastening rod,
A.nd burdens of sleepless pain.
But I'll never forget the light up there,
Where my-darling wnits for me,
Until God ltts down Love's golden stair,
A.nd says to my SQul, " Go fre~!"
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COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE WESTERN ST.AR CIRCLE
1
''
OF SPIRITS.
UNDER this head will be given, from time to time, such
whisperings from" The Land of Light," 1asmay be deemed
by the publishet·s authentic in connection with the origin
claimed 'for them, and of sufficient interest iQ t]le dwellers
of our mundane sphere. to render them worthy a. place
in these pages.
The remarkable and varied communications given at (
the Banner of Liglli Circle, through the mediumship of
Mrs. J. H. Conant, possess a paramount and pecul1a1
interest for a large class of readers, but inasmuch as the ' '·
purport to be chiefly the dictation of individuals wl!ose ·
names and characteristics are purposely given with' a. view .
to their identification, the presentation of mere abstract
philosophy, such as we have to offer, cannot iri tl,le- least
conflict with the interest of the messages published. in the .
. Banner of Light. At the same time we ought to cherish·
the wonderful privileges of spirit co;m.tnunion which. the
present system of telegraphy affords u.s in eyery direction.
we ought to strive diligently io improve our. opport~
nities of gaining information concerning the life of· ~he .
soul hereafter; the substance and. nature of spiritual
essences, forces, powers, and possibilities ; and if there is
any better wuy of seeking this stupendo·u.s knowiedge
than by carefully systematized methods Qf spirit com~un- ·
ion, the sooner tpe scientific world apprises us of: it the · · · ";
better.
·
·
·
As we do -not purpose· making an.y attempt to give
tests of personal identity, or pander either to human Qr

B9.0 O()Ti!mwzicatlons jrp,; the _Wesw·n ·Slar .Oircle of S"pirits.
spiritual egotism in thi.~ serie-s of_s~Jected com municn.tions,
the incognito hitherto observed by the writers in this
· magazine will still ·be maintained, and those who peruse
these communications may accept or reject them, not fo':r
the salse of the names that might be appended thereto,
but for the worth of the ideas which they may contain, or
the suggestions ~bey may · present. - EotroR WESTERN
8-rAa...
.

.

, WRITE IN PARABLES.
C0)Uft1:SIC<\"t'ED DY A SPlftlT Ol' TUI: ri&r~RN Sl'A.R CIRCt.l:.

The most indelible _lessons of wisdon1 impressed on the
'minds of ·civilized·communitiesrare the parables of the
Jewish Scriptui·es, the fables- with \vhich our childhooa
. wns familiar, n.nd· th'e proverbs which i.nost commonly _pass
current amongst us. If we seek ta discovet· why forms
of thought thus presented supersed.e every other in their
depth of impr~ssion; we shall not find the solution ·in the
peculiar sanctity, of the .Hebt·ew pat;ables, the special
interest of our childhood's fables, 01' the familiarity of the
popular proverb. T~e true secrd lies in our ov.'ll· sympq,thy with life images. . . Man perceives himself reflected in
his neighbor's e>..'}leriences with treble the fot·ce · thnt he
cnn realize in. dry essays or abstract theorems.
What wo'rdy descriptions of form and e<!lor can convey
to the Il'l:ind the impreRsion of a person or a scene )ike a.
fin~ly. executed pictw:e '?
What verbose essay on sound can equai the effect produced on the itllaginatlon by the actual tOnes of delicious
• 7
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To sympathize with. a painful accident, witne~s it; to
~'ralize profound affliction, visit the mourner; nnd to comItehend the n.ctun,lities of joy, participo.~e in them. The
reatm·~f true eruo_
tion cari only-~e· stirred by Jiving images.
Tableauz vit•ants· are better delineators of the human form
than o.tl the treatises upon _sculpture or painting. ·Apply
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these ideas to parables and fables ; recollect that tftey ar~ ·
our own experiences; our joys and sorrows, our vices
and virtues, our failures or successes, vividly mirrored fo~th
in the experiences of others, and t~eo we aha.ll unde.rsta~d
why ~uch methods of teaching produce a.n effect that time
cannot erase ;' memories 'that rise up before us in ev~ry
emergency of life ; besides serving us as the most appropriate illustra~ions for the instruction and. assistance ~f
others.
·
·
. lt may be contended that fiction is too light and friv- ·
olous a method 'of imparting ide<~S, and that to forui .the
judgment, and strengthen the understanding, sound rea-:
soning and analytical logic are.necessary. This may be
very well in theory, but judging of cauRes by their effects,
we find tl;lat thousands of sermons on the goodness and
paternal character of the· Deity will never make the same
impression op. the mind as the para.ble of the "Prodigal
Son," whilst all the diatribes that were ever written or
preached against selfishness fail in ~eir application be-·
fore the force and graphic power . of the fable of "The
Dog in .the M'anger.';
More patience, resignation, and faithful effort have been .
inspired by the parable of the u Sower and the Seep," ·
'tha~ by a thousand volumes of essays; and more sign,ifrcant life lesson8 have been learned from tb.e homely fables
of the ''Sour Grapes," and" T~e Fox tha.t had lost his
Tail," than from all the profound abstractions that have
I
.
ever been written on world-craft. Le.t oux: philosophers
lay aside some of their ponder~~ treati'ses, and substitute
object for word teaching; commend parents and guardi~
ans to the good play or the well-written novel, and they
will find their youthful charges can :dispense with 8 vast
deal of preacliing and many lectures. To warn tbeir·aons
agains~ the vice of drunkenness, the ancient Spartans
211
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into~icated t}leir slaves,_ and pr.esented them as .a loathsome spectacle for illustratio'n.. .
··
, Could all humanity behold the realm of unblest spirits,
or even ..gaze face to face upon .one of its soul-wrecked inhabitants, they would never commit sin again. Liv.ing
pictures! Living pictures !• Teach mankind in parables,
fabl~:s; and life imagery, and religion will become more
Christ-like . and less Christian, and babes and sucklings
·better s.cqu~inted with human na~ure, than philosophers
pedants'. .
and
.

.

THE MATERIALIZATION OF THE SPIRITUAL BODY.

of

Every human being gives o~- a certain portion
their
Ufe-essence or spiritual body. with ea~h inspiration or· eX·
pirntion of atmosphere they breathe.
·
A' particular. quality of life-essei1ce forms,- in combi~
nation with the )~fe-esse~e;e of certain spirits, a bat. tery, ·througl;l which spirits can perform divers feats of
ma~rialization vaguely ca1Jed physical forcE! manifestations.
.
The human beings who give off the peculiar pabulum
that, will furnish the .opportunity of materializing the
spiritual body, are called ((physical mediums," .and their
life-essen:ces are strong, earthy, and magnetic, or else they
are. ~ndered gross by disease.
Spirits hav~ always· been able to materialize the life• essence of some human organisms to a -certain extent ;
out by aid.~f the experiments now being conducted by
· . many learned imd. philosophic minds. in spirit life, much
~r~ater facility is gained in th~ materillilization of sp~rit
¥al essences, and most wonderful achievements in ·this
dir~ction may BOOn CQnfidentJy be ..expected,
It may seem strange tlJat .spirits who. ure freed from
the em"~, trials, pains, Rnd penalties of earthly existence,
should seem so desirous_ of reviving them again that they
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_are actually devising methods of re-incarnating themselves·

in the :fleeting atoms of ma.tter, a.nd p~ticing with all the
seienee a.nd acum~n of a. higher existence, to reassume .
_the .panoply orthe lower conditions they have· escaped
.from ; but the ·spirits of the lower spheres have misused,
wasted, and frittered away their opportunities for progress ,on earth, and so, when they arrive a.t spirit li,fe (as reincarnation is not a. truth, but only a vagary of visionary ·
mind~), the undeveloped . spirit finds. a va.st amoUnt of
earthly work left; undone, and an impe~tive necessity for
him to linger around the earth Ul)til the missio.n that be-; -.
longs to it is fully accomplishelt Now, spiritual science
· recognizes the fact that mediumistic aura ean, under
chemical conditions, be so consoli$ted as to form ar.ound
the spiritual body a temporary earthly garment, ~nd tliat
this will enable spirits to act upon. and through matter far
more readily than in any other way. Not so. much to . ·
be~ome palpable to the senses of mortals, then,.l\8 to enable the spirits themselves to 11ssupte a. new vantage ,
ground, materialize themselves for a time, and thus appear, act, speak, intervene in human affairs, and do many
·
things which they hli.ve le~ undone, are the chief objects
. for which the spirit;.world is- now ·practicing the experi- · • ·
ments of materialization, and by which they hope· in a
few years to make their presence so palpable to all men,
that none can dispute their ~x~tence, whilst theY, themselves ean labor to repair many errors committed on earth,
and atone for many of the shortcomings of their mor~.
.existence. That they can d9 this, and strive so earnestly ·
in its accomplishment, is th8 best evidence that there is ·
DO such thing recognized amongst wise and truthful spir·
its &S ''re-incarnation." The degree of spiritual life once
assumed, can never retrograde, and as spirits (although
with added powers and func.tions) they must advance
onward and upward forever.

f
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·The question was here asked, How these ma.terializations·would affect the preRent order of society by permit:.
ting spirits ·(espeeia.lly the evil and undeveloped) tO intervene. more readily than formerly_in human afi'aii'S?
~ the answer to this very significant query is ~ long
and important one, we muat reserve it for the next report
·
·
of ~he· Western Star Circle.

NoTE BY ;'l'Rt EmTO~ -The ·much. admired articles,
" Amongst the Spirits," by " Asmodeua,." will be continued
'ii1 future numbers;
·
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A SUMMARY OF A. MONTH'S EXPERIENCES IN Sl'IRI'r COMMUNION
IN EUROPE.'
BY• OSIRIS.

· SPmiT communion seems to have _assumed now, as here·

tofore, a tidal motion and an uniformity of shape, w~qh ·
speaks significantly of a common origin and an univer8al
; source for its phenomena. The wave which now beats
, on the shores of Europe, propelled by reflex action from
the American seaboard, comes freighted with those peculiar elements of imponderable force by which the mate.
rialization of the spiritual body is most readily effecteQ.
· A few years ago we first began to awaken to the astound; ing fact that our so-called dead could manifest -to the
natural eye of all beholders, the veritable hand or sem- · .
blance of a hand wh.ich, but a quar~r of a. century
we should have believed to have bet;n mouldering in the_
dust.
·
•
:~A little later on, imd that semblance· of a hand be. ·
comes as palp!J.ble to the sense of touch, 88 it was a;t first
to that of sight.
As the swiftly rolling years perfect tbe experiments of
the spiritual -chemists on the " other side," hands, arms,
faces, and even well remembered locks of .aunny gold, or
raven black, with many an unc~unted token of specil!l·
identity, flash before our astonished eyes through the instrumentality of the fav.ored mediumistic few ; . but the
reports of progres8 in the materialization of spiritual
forms, garments, and all the adjuncts of ordinary mortal
'life, which reach us from our transatlantic neighbors,
throw our s~ant:es at. Dr. Slade's and "scenes at Mora.- ·

ago;
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vlaj' ·e~ti_rely into the.· shade~ .Som·~- of these reports are
.

ftorri private sources; 'and, truth to say, they contain such
startling and ~eemingly incredible statements, that ·we
prefer t.9 throw their responsi~ility on· our English contemporary; rather th~~on ·publish them on the authority of
·private correspond~nce.
:
In the .Medium o.nd Day'break, of September 13, published
in ;London, England, Mrs. Am_y Burns; a lady of the high-·
est integrity, candor, and truthfulness, writes an account
of a s~ance w]:lich.she and several- otb~rs (mentioned by
name) attended with Messrs. Herp.e and Williams, physical
mediums· of· London, wherein .she makes the following
statements : ,..... Directly we sat down in the dark room, six distinct spirit voices greeted
BDd s~d how pleRBed they were to m~t us ; imd " Katey " said,
"Amy, would you .like to see'me 7,. I replied," That"is what I should
very much like ... · "John King" responded, "All right! my 'Katey •
will show henulf.'' . The' gas was ·accordingly lighted, IUld the mediums
were securely tied by Mr. Russell. l was 'requested to examine tbe tying, flnd found that- their bands were tied to their knees, then to the chair,
and, lastly, the one 1;11edium was tied to the other by the arms. The me.
dioms. sat in the window i'ece99, and _the large table was placed closely in
front of them so. tlint they could not pW18 by iL I then examined the
room parti~olarly ;·but fonnd nothing to excite the leaiK suspicioo. (2
semicircle was formed in front of the table,_ about three f'eet from it. W o
all hllld ha'!ds, including both .hands of those who occupied the ends of the
semicircle. As soon as the light wo~ extinguished, " Peter's " voice was
heant risking us if we w~nld lik!' to see his vapory (drapery). I then observed tllis spirit ~y busily employed about the roo~, .aod I asked him
wha_t he Willi doing. He replied," I am trying to make my drapery, liut
I have got-a· har!l_job, as your bends are all so thin, and you are so knowing, that it is jolly bard work'."· Immeiliately ~ ~tey's" voice w11s beard
ying, ".Amy, can 'you see me?" Oo turning round, I obsened this
a int standing close behio,d my chair. The spirit said, " Do yo11 eee · n;ae
p ainly ?" laRid,"Come 11 little nearer.'' Sbe-stood·so close to me
tbot- ber. robe rested· .on my shoulder. . i pot my hand up ber sleeve
to near the shoulder. She laid ·her .hand in mine, aud I felt her flesh
and pinched up tl•e skin, and it' WOB in all.respccts lfke the tissuea of
an ordinaty human being. The· spirit obaer\·ed, •'Amy dear, you see
11!'1

j
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me quite plainly. It is no _delusion; I am tangible.'' I asked her.to .
kiss me, and she did so, .and it W88 88 Datoral 88 the kiBB of mortal. We
were "told to sing, and we struck up " Hand in Hand with .Angels," and
"Katey" Temarked, "~es, I will walk with you and siug with you."
She then walked through the folding doors, which had been left open,
the froni room. being darkened also. ~ we remained sitting in our '
places, " Katey·" was s~.~n by us all to paBS into the front room, singing . ·
as she went. She walkcld all rouad the room, and came back and stood
behind Mr. Russell; and spoke !o him, thanking him for many :services he ,1 •
hir.d rendered her. Leaving .Mr. Russell," Katey" went to all. t~e sitters'
in the circle, addressing thet;n per~onally, touching them, and 'showing
herself to them. She was then seen to walk in mid-air over our heads.
I exclaimed, " There is ' Katey' wulking in· the air," when " Peter" re-:
plied, '• No, she is not, she is :floating." Whilot in this position, she was
illuminated 8o that all could see h~. . ••• "Peter's" voice chimed ill,
" Would yo11 like to see me too, .Amy ? " He then held ~is .luuJd open,
u i( shllding his forehead fro~ a vertical sou, which act illuminated the
whole of his face and figure right down to his feeL "Pet.er" said, "l~U 1
show you how we carry things." He threw a strong light, 88 if reflected ·.
from his hand, on the table, wltich brooght to our view a paper·speaking-.
tube which lay on iL We all could see the tube on the' table by the aid.
of th_is spirit light, though the room W88 otherwise in complete darktiess.
The spirit placed the tips of his fingers to within about fOur inches of the.
tube, and gradually raising his hand, the tube was aeen .to follow- his fin··
gem at the awne di,;tance from them, till the tube occupied a h01·izontal
position opposite "Peter's" fOLCe, wheo. be. talked through it, but withoutgrasping the tube in bis band at all. "Peter" then held a very spirited
discourse with variou:~ sitters ; and at· one time there were five visible
spirits talking to dift'erent peraoos presenL I didtinctly Bll.W the mediums.
asleep in their places as when tied.
At the end of the mauiliis~tions, the spirits bade us all good .night ;
and " Peter," staudiug near the mediums, !'llked us to observe that his
voice partook very mnch of the character of theil' voices. As a reaaon,
be said that the power was now exhausted, and he eo~d only speak in"
the immediate vicinity of the " boys," which cau~ed his voice to be like .
theirs. Just as the spirits left us, they pr-onounced a very beautiful and
imp•'e~sive bleBSing. When the lights .were agai~ produced, the mediums
were found exactly as we had tied them. They appeared much exhausted. ~e had .to C?D~ the rope to release them, they were tied· ao
tightly.

In the same. number of The Medium, Mr. J. Champernowne, of Kingston-on-Thames, gives an account of a.
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seance which took place at .his ow~. :residence in presence
of a large circle of friends, from which we "e:x:tract the
folldwing items.
Shortly afier five P.M., we again entered the circle room, and Mr.
Williams (the medium) took his place in our improvised cupboard cabinet aa befOre. Very soon the beautiful fi-gure of '' Katey" moved from the
cabinet into the ,room, talking with, us as plainly as if she were a _human
being clothed in flesh. She was attired, -after the.style of the Orientals,
iu the most exquisitely fiue Indian musiin, which hung about her in folds.
It w~ edged with a kind of lace, woven into the muslin and forming part
of it; round her hen..d a portion of the same fabric was wound as a t-urban, just in the.fasbion that may be seen ili.pictures of dwellet·s in the
F;nst ; and a porti~n of this was hanging over her Jace. ' At our request,
l10wevet', she lifted it up 'with her hand, 11nd her face was then clearly
seen by tnyself and 't1ul others present.. - Although the light' ente~ing the·
ream threw a r~ tiuge- on· e\·erytlling i.n the apartment, it wns ~ost extraordinary that the drapery of " Katey "did ·not partake of this ti~gc, ·
but Wa:l of the purest white - white as the snow wf1en it first fitJIS.
With " Kntey's ~· permission, one of those prellent touched her gnrmeut,
and fo~nd it to be, .1111 it appeared, of the purl!>!t Juuian muslin. For my
own part (though an investigator of many yeara.' standing, nod though I
have been the witness of ronny of the mos~ wonderful phenomena), the
. character of this ~ns so nstounding, thnt even now I cau ~ardly realize
the full meauing of it, n!ld cuu but thank GM for the privileges He has
allowed mo to uojoy. ~· Katey-" expressP.d btu' delight at being able thus
to manifest, and bade us tl•ank God for it, aslit W38 bnt seldom she could
mauifeet thus, i? litPSt cuses the. necessal'y conditions being absent.••••
In th~ cveniug, and nt the appointed time for the sitting, tl1e circle, 'to
the number of twelve, assembled in my spirit-room, eager to wituess the
promised manifestation. Soon bright lights appeared aud floated about
the room, and ultimntely settled over the table, when it could be seen
tl;at they 1vere caused by luminolls bands. "Katey" meanwhile kepG up
a lively couvcl'lllltion; and it was not long~ before she· attained enough
power to siJ~W herself distinctly with the drapery in which she was clad.
!;he W\!llt to eaeltpllrson present 11nd allowed several to fed her drap!Jl'J1
nod J;er fnce agalu 11ppearcd as described in my previ'?us letters.. llluny
oth~r remarkuble thiuga rook place, but :~s my letter has already attnil!ed
sue¥ a length, I will merely mention thnt •' Katey" W!JS joined. by another·
spirit- a_dcpnrted feinnlc fricml·of one. ~:res~;nt- who showed herself
in the same way as" Kaiey" did. The,stond side by side, aud, both in
· fcnturo an~ the texture of the robes. they wore, .differed greatly one froDI
the other.

~
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· As several ~~occounts have reached us, some detailing
phenomena of a similar kind, and others corroborative of
the above, from England, we have good reason for ~
echoing the opinions of the witnesses, that these phenom- .
ena are the most ~astonishing and interesting that have
· as yet been recorded in the annals of Spiritualism..
A coiTespond~nt fl'Qm Australia states .that Spiritualism
is ~aking rapid progress throughout the colony, and the
best ·proof of its irresistibie power to take captive the
mind by its facts is " the bitter hostility man~sted towards it by the clergy, medical profession, and se1f-sty1ed
leaders of science." " That which can excite the jealous
opposition of crafts," adds our correspondent, "must posse88
inheren't power enough to destroy them ; and thougll it is
humiliating ~ see the obvious fea! of those who shiver
beneath that which they affect to despise, th.is aspect qf
affairs shows that the ministers of religion and science
have ·round more than their match in the invincible facts
of Spiritualism." ' In connection with English Spiritualism
we must not omit to notice that Mrs. J en.nie Holmes, well
known in America as Mrs. Ferris, a powerful. physical
medium, is now on a professional visit to England, and, as.
might be expected, the phenomena produced in her
ence are exciting intense interest and eager investigations.
Spiritualism in New Zealand seeins to be ~atly on the·,·
increase since the advent of Mr. Meers, an EngliSh gentl~. ·
man who, with his family, went out to Dunedin a. few
yeats ago in an offida1 p~sition, and through whose excel~
lent gifts as a seer, le-cturer, and writer, many persons have
been convinced of the tntLhs of spirit com.in.union, and a
widespread interest has been awakened.
·
In the neighBorhood of. Hamburgh we are informed.
that a society of worshippers are in the habit of assembling together on. the Sabbath day, whose exercises very

pres.

mu~h resemble. the .. si~gui~r s~ct who have recently excited ·so much

"'
; .

"'

~ttention

in London, as the'"Walworth
Like _their English proto.types, the Ger- .
man ecstatics consider dancing an essential. part of their
worship, and their Terpsichorean-exercises generally end •
with one or· more.of their party falling down in. a. cataleptic· condition, from which they presently arise to pray,
preach, o'r exh~rt.' Our correspp~~1·nt adds that .up to
this time their gatherings have ex;cited little or no publie
!lottention, B.n~ being generally oonditcted. in a. private
mansion, or the seclusion of a thick grove, have not yet
been denounceil or i?-terfered witt. by ~heir jealous governm€mt. Further inquiry concero,~ug this new sect elj.~ts
the fact that there are several' mediumistic persons
amongst them, and their preachers.are often· heard to exclai~ that " the angels are in their midst," and " the souls
of t9-e good. and jus_t are beckonin~ them upwards."
On' one occa.Sion last August, a.•brilliant aurora. or luminous arch seemed to settle over the grove in which the
services were being Qonducted, and towards their close ·
t~is ·splendi~ phenomenon divided itself into a multitude
. of small tol!gu~-like fires, which fiashed.n.round the heads
of the awe-struck witnesses, and completely lit up the
twilight.gloom of the forest cathedral for several minutes.
At· Cabana.c, in th.e department of Haute-Go.ronne,
France, the disturbances recently ·chronicled in the
Religio-Philoaopmcal Journal, in numerous extracts from the
Revue Bpirite,... still continue with unabated force and
some additions. Besides the throwing of stones, which at
~rst was limited to one farm-house, and' one" district,
~everal families in Cabanac, and two others at Toulouee,
bi..ve been infested with· this manifestation of the "Polter,
gheist.''
Of'I~te, apparitions of. wen known deceaaed persons
have been seen both by day and night, and several. well
Convulsio~ists."
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accredited witnesses have declared they have beheld the.
spirit.~ in the act of launching the missiles ·which have
crea~d ·so much ·annoyance and alarm throughout th~t·
district.
·
Our corre8ponat:mt adds that the.· priests have. been
particularly active in their pious attempts to exorcise the
pertinacious "demons'-' by the plentiful use of holy water,
the -ringing of bells, pronunciation of anathemas, and other
ecclesiastical means of graee.
.
Up to this time the invisibles have not only remained
insensible U? these fulminations of holy wrath, but have
actually manifested their intention of doing battle with
them, having on several occasions launched. small missiles
at the beads- of the holy men who were sprinkling them
into purg'a.tot·y, and, report says, jerked a sacred cimdle out
of its stand whilst one of the acolytes was in the very act
of lig_hting it.
.AJJ there are several believers in the communion of
spirits resident near the possessed district, circles have
been held for the purpose of consulting ~th good and
wise spirits upon the me~tning of these strange proceedings ; how they are regarded by these higher intelligences may be gathered from the following co~unica
tions given through an excellent tranoo medium.
"To understand tb.omughly, one most see; and .it is for this that. God
permits physical maoift-stations.
· " Spiritualism does not e<msid, yon will say, in believing in ·manifestations." True; but the mnnifeslations ~ead to the belief in the·future li(e, ·
aud· so in the natural consequences of our actions, good oi: evil.
"Them:mifo<Stations youare <'...ln!ideringare such•as must have astrong·
influence in spreading Sptritualism iu tb.ese parts; do nothi11g to &top
them; leave to the spirits .who direCt them the Clli'e of their producing the·
efFeCt in accordance with the_ir obsession; and to God tlae care of. oringing
out of them the good wlaich He. intend:J." .

·Still another circle obtained through their ·writing
medium the following item of prophecy ..

•
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'~Patience I the time· is ll'ot remote when e've.ry ope
draw his ~o- ·
viction from facts of his own persopal knowledge i !he best· menns. for
convincing the inCJ"e4ulous are not mediumistic. communications, but
material facts, which they will not be able to deny ; great truths will yet
become th~ order of the day, and, wh~ther they will or not, the most
unbelieving will be forced not only to open their eyes, bot bow their
beads in shame, at their past incredulity.".
·

SevE_!~;al co~ferences hav~ been 4eld · in Holland, .at
which the.~ ite of t4e land attended, for the purpose of
conside~ing how;best to promote the sp~ft.d of Spirituali.'lm, and the.cultu~e ofmediumis_tia.powers. Froll). these
·interesting .~Lf~semblages has gone fortli the proposition
to e!!tablish a bureau for. the ~cord of all phenomena,
the names ILJld characteristics of media, . and the best
means of registering and obtaining -information concerning Spiritualistic progress.
Also, it has ~een .determined to ·establish a magnetic
. instiiution for· curative purposes, and a psychological
society for tbe evolvement'of mediumistic gifts, and ·the
· study of experimental Spiritual philosophj.
·
Whether thes_e. truly practical Spiritualis~ are not
·
strivi~g to put their belief to a better use than to twist
it into· an en~orsement of the crazy schemes of ambitious ianatics, or the foul purposes of lawl~ss sensualists,
let the·refl.ecting observer 'determine.
To a pure and candid mind, it is not very difficult to
: \ perceive tha.t the SpitittJal in~~ences which prevailed at
the Holland1c Conference above referred. to, were. not
· imported_ from the high and authoritative Jl!t_t.l<!_nal associai. tiona that h~ve been " on the mmpag~ '' in America dur/ i~ the past season.
· .
.
1 · jW e are also informed that a strong effort is being mad~
in .Madrid to establish a c;entral bureau, of the same kind
and use as that projected by the Hollandic Spiritualists.
That success may !Lttend their· effo~t.s, must-.be the wish
of all who are the friends of order, and desire to modeJ
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a.~r mother nature in 'her inevitable tendency to organic
life versus inorganic disintegration.
.
In Dr. Ditson's interesting correspondence with the
Banner.of Light, on the. subject of foreign Spiritual journal!!, he relate!! several instances of clairvoyance, remark·able enough, in tMi rural districts of France, and other
places where Spiritualism is systematically denounced by
the priesthood liS the work of the evil one, RJld .the people dar~ not reason ·on what they see. In his extracts
from the Revue Bpirite, Dr. Ditson quotes the opinions of
All~n Ka.rdec as a spirit, on the prevalence of spiritual
photography as displayed on'the .window panes of over an ·
hundred ditfereb.t buildings in Germany.
The spirit philosopher says,-

Spirits manif~ themselves through all the land, to impress men ana
arrest them in their- proud pretensions. For humanity the hour hu f I
come to. ce&se this bi:arre and singular manner or examining ana ex-" 1
pll!oining these things. The spirits ma~st themselves general!!\ fur aU
. humaniiy. They wish to annihilate ancient prejudices, anti a~n,onnce
blessed new truths more appropriate to your morill tendencies: • • • •
What hosts left; the earth during the late tern"blo war J • ·• • • They
weie French and Germans, and were enemies : to-day they are fridnds,
and return. with a divine light to their earthly friends ; and they find in
space the elements fur tbe impressions of these designs jluidiqrMI in ~e
pan~ of glaas.
·

,.

Much exultation has ·been felt by some· of the Frenc~
Spiritualists, at the openly avowed· expressions of faith
on the part of M. Thiers, to the effect that he w~ " a.
devoted .Spiritualist,'' and even now deemed it his duty
to aet apart a portion of his time from the all-engrQI!sing
cares of statesmanship and the compilation of iJnportant
political works, for the purpose of bearing his· testimony,
. in certain essaY!! he is preparing, to the truths of Spirit. ualism, and the errors of materialism.
M. Thiers' is but one out of a shining galaxy of earth
potentates Rlld dignitaries who may serve to answer the
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question, What great ones of·eart4 have beli-eved in this.
new doctrine 1
To.the puerile minds that cq.n only·a.ppreh(md truth
through the prestige of grElat names, Europe~n Spiritual-ism furnishes an ample· excus.e for fashion worshipping
faith; t.o the earnest souls who are yearning ·to behold
the triumph of light over darkn~ss~ for the sake of the
goo~ th!'lt must ensue, our summary o~· this month will
be gladly hailed as another milestone on the road of Spiritual truth and progress.
··
I

'

•
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· NoTE. Our 'next issue will ci.ontain the biography, and
a splendid mezzotint engraving- of Annie 'Lord Chamberlain, the celebrated musical medium. The engraving.has
been carefully prepared from the remarkable spirit pie·tures procured of this lady through. Mr. William Mumler,
by Sartain of Philadelphia. The biography 'will be written, from the most authentic sources, by Emma Hardinge
Britten.
·
4ll persons desiring to obtain extra. copies of this
number will do :well to send in their orders to the publishers at once. .
.
In. the next number,.also, will be commenced our answers to correspondents, when those who have . thus favored us. or who desire to partake of this correspondence,
will r.ece.lve answers through on!') of the JUediums of. the
WESTERN STAR circle,..:.._ EDITOR_WESTERN STAB.
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