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INTRODUCTORY.

A FEW words will suffice to introduce the following pages to the
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When first thcir aut

went to Ausiralia, some ten years
since, it was her intention to give a course of lectures solely on
the facts and phenomena of the great new spiritualistic move-
ment of the nineteenth century. After a certain number of
opening addresses, based on the above-named plan, had heen
delivered, the audience—according to custom—were called zpon
to select their own subjects, when it became apparent that the
majority of those present on each occasion were bent on the
discussion of theological problems, especially in relation to the
enormous claims of Christian Hlerarchles, and the fundamental

nrincinles of truth invelved in r

ISt rd o LTy i

Prompted by the obvious tendency of popular feeling, the
author’s lectures were gradually directed towards analytical
researches into the origin of religious beliefs, their nature and
use to mankind, their authenticity, and the evidences which
ecclesiasticism could, or could not bring, to prove its right to
dominate over the human mind. The propositions thus called
forth necessarily involved many startling and revolutionary
assertions, and as the limit of extemporaneous addresses scarcely
permitted the quotation of numerous authoritative witnesses, the
author realized the duty of providing for her many trusting
listeners, some compendious and accessible definitions of the
chief points contained in her theological lectures, together with
such a mass of corroborative testimony, and references to
acknowledged authorities, as would place the means of verifica-
tion at each reader’s command.

ititions.



2 INTRODUCTORY.

Mrs. Britten is already in possession of an immense array of
curious and reconditc memoranda on this subject, furnished to
her by the erudite author of * Art Magic,” but as this storchouse

of information was not accessible during her Australian tour. and
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its publication required much time and leisure to prepare, it was
deemed best to put forth a smali but thoroughly analytical digest
of the subjects under consideration. Why the writer has so.
constantly given the words and opinions of far more undeniable
authorities than herself, is a fact that need scarcely be commented
upon.

As far as possible, the most available means of referring to
the authors quoted from, have been clearly pointed out, and
although but a tithe of the matter worthy of the true Free-
thinker’s study has been touched upon, the author feels confi-
dent that the sum of what has already been given, will suffice to
point the way to the realization of purer rarrams, and more
enduring ¥ acTs, than religious history can ever furnish to man-
kind, under the specious garb of clerical authority, and the
tremendous shroud of that mystery which is the stronghoid of
priestly rrRaUp and ecclesiastical imposture,

Since the first issue of this small and unpretending work, any
number of essays, lectures, tracts, pamphlets, &c., &c., have been
printed, treating of the same subjects as those dealt with in these
pages. The largest, most elaborate, and exhaustive treatise lately
published on the origin of all religious—or, we should say,
theological, subjects—has been that written by Gerald Massey, in
his learned work on “ THE DrmcinNiNgs.” As this immense
literary production has been necessarily very costly, Mr. Massey
has epitomized his views in different lectures published at one
shilling each, and obtainable {rom the author. There are many
minor works on the same subjects—as suggested above—but
that which linpels us to add these remarks to our own treatise is
the mode in which such researches as Mr. Massey’s and those of
other en/i-Christian writers have been treated, and that—we are
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ashamed to acknowledge—not unfrequently by Spiritualists them-
selves, a class of thinkers whose sole aim should be to promote
the truth, and never make compromise between that truth, how-
ever unpopular, and sectarian beliefs, however popular. Taken
upon general grounds, the objectors (like a certain Right
Reverend Bishop, allusion to whom will be found in our treatise)
can scarcely have the audacity to say, * Your statements are all
false ; ” but they either shuffle out of the difficulty by abuse,
wciation, complaints that they Jove their Savionr, and connot
endure lo have Him laken away, or else they loudly affirin that
our authorities are * not reliable.”

Gerald Massey indeed—whose writings cannot be dealt with
by denial or refutation—has been literally pelted with abuse, and
one well-known American critic has deemed the whole matter
settled by calling this erudite and profound scholar “ignoramus,”
blunderer, and other terms as meaningless when addressed to
Gerald Massey as they are discreditable to those who use them.

Nevertheless, this is the favourite mode in which all authorities
who prove too much are treated. When first this little treatise
was 1ssued, bigoted sectarians who could not otherwise answer
the tremendous and damaging statements that the work contained,
had the hardihood to aver that Volney, Dupuis, Higgins, Sir
William Jones, Maurice, Colebrooke, and the hosts of learned
authorities quoted in our volume, and catalogued at the
beginning of this treatlse, * were not reliable!” To such com-
mentators we can offer no other remark than silence, following
out the old but 51gn1ﬁcant Blbhcal recommendation—‘ not to
cast pearls before swine.”

As a proof how far the zeal of sect and bigotry will prevail
over devotion and TRUTH (the only real word of God), we have
d
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that Celsus, the great opponent to Christianity in the earliest
period of its establishment—Celsus, a learned Greek and
profound scholar, writing even in the second century, was #of
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reliable ; whilst old Origen, attempting to answer an
Celsng's ar{rnmontq vears after his death, was #eliable—a statement
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would venture to make. In the face of such a spirit and such
modes of criticism we are perfectly well prepared to hear all the
profound and thoroughly authoritative writers we have quoted,
pronounced “unreliable,” or placed in the same category as
Gerald Massey, and labelled “blunderers, ignoramuses,” &c., &c.
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God’s truth to the people, can be found to acknowledge that all
the nations of antiquity had their God-men, their Messiahs, their
crucified Saviours, born of pure virgins, &c., and that, long before
the advent of the Jewish I \Iessmh—but that all the ante-

one, and the iast of them all—the Jewish Saviour—awas #ie
only true one ! who can expect the followers of such teachers to
be any wiser or more truthful than their appointed mouth-piece
and leader? Truly is this now as of olden time, ‘‘the blind lead-
ing the blind !”

And t LllU.b, accustomed as we are to the last uc*:puau: resort of
the bigot, namely, an attempt to discredit the authorities he
cannot refute, we have only to add, let such adversaries say their
worst ; let them hold their forlorn hope as long as an unreflecting
public will let them. We hereby anticipate, but shall not { arther
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though all the world should unite to crush it, for—

Ever the truth comes uppermost,
And ever is justice done,



THE FAITHS, FACTS, AND FRAUDS OF
RELIGIOUS HISTORY.

SECTION L
NATURAL AND REVEALED RELIGION.
“ e druth against the world”

THE principal aim of the following pages is to trace out the
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systems of theology which divide up mankind into votaries of
many conflicting faiths.

That all the diverging lines of religious opinion on earth have
proceeded from a common centre there is ample testimony to
show ; and when we remember the awful sacrifice of life, liberty,
human happiness, and human brotherhoad, which those diver-
gencies have occasioned, and the enormous cost of wealth, time,
and talent which their maintenance now involves, we can
scarcely over-estimate the importance of any discoveries which

rece, from building up a religious system whose only foundation
stones were divine truth and practical good.

The first questions which naturally arise in this connection
are—What is religion?  What is its special sphere of miluence,
and from whence does its authority proceed? To these pre-
liminary queries we answer, that there i§ In humanity a natural,
original, end indestructible sense of religion, which blossoms out



normaﬂy as affection, inteliect, or any other of the soul’s
faculties,

Natural refigion then—or that original spiritual sense which
antedates the existence of all creedal faiths, and will pulsate
through the life-currents of humaﬁity when sectarlan beliefs
are blotted out from remembrance—may be defined as the belief
In a Supreme Being, the knowledge of the soul’s immortality,
and the recognition of human duties and responsibilit

Viewed {rom ths scanﬂpomt of its origin in human nature,
religion is, or should be, the crowning attribute and sum of all

lznnwﬁpdoﬂ

The birth chamber and the death chamber are the two
portals through which every human being must pass. Whence
and whitherward? These are the inevitable queries which every
thinking mind must propound, as it reflects upon the stupen-

dous mystery which enshrouds life’s gates of entrance and exit.
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s to human speculation, all through
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the pilgrimage by which humanity wins its way between the two
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is a viewless angel ever hovering at each one’s

ngel e overing ch on
side, whose voice, though differing In tone and intensity with
the varieties which mark the race, is still heard and recognized
by all. Men have agreed to call this unknown one CONSCIENCE,
and in accordance with the acute or blunted perceptions of the
listener, so does this angelic monitor rcmind each one of his
f
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need to inguire what these laws are. (‘onqciousness is the hand-
nev

maid of conscience, and she never fails to write such a decalogue

of right and wrong, as time and place permit, upon those soul
tablets, which all human beings carry within them. To explain

the awful mysteties of the “ whence and whitherward,” to stimu-
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late human consciousness to a sense of right and wrong, and
awake the soul to the monitions of conscience, are the special
funct'ions of religious Sy’stems; and no religion, or rather form
ight to dominate over the
haman soui, that does not exercise its influence 1n these special
airections.

Qur affections

d b iate methods of ture,  Society enacts

anfolded by appropriate methods of
laws for the promotion of national interests, and courts of judi-
cature to protect the rights of individuals, It is essentially the
function of religion then to administer to man’s spiritual nature,
and promote all those stupendous interests which affect the soul
here and hereafter, No other department of humaun thought
can supersede the influence of true religion, or match the bound-
less range of 1ts responsibilities.  Religion is emphatically the
science of life, and the only sohu;on which life past, present, or

£ ?'1"11-,;} rav bnd of all 1'1'c: okt
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As religion is the highest element of life, and the highest form
of civilization should represent the noblest phase of religion, it
is to Christianity, as the faith professed amongst the most
advanced of earih’s nationalities, that the world has the #2glé to
ook, to find the most perfect results of religious influence upon
human conduct,

But, in addition to this, if we assume that religions progress
keeps pace with the march of mind in every other dircction,
and re"nembel that the representative Christianity of to-day Is
nearly 2,000 years of persistent experiment,
we have the right to expect that it will manifest itself, as an
example to the whole human family, of all that is most excellent
in practice and most truthful in doctrine.

1t must be remarked, however, that the faith thus professed

3
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3 THE FAITHS, FACTS, AND FRAUDS

by the highest of civilized nations bhears no relation to the
primordial and instinetive sentiment in  humanity, before
described as “nataral religion.” On the contrary, Christianity
does not admit of any instinctive origin in the consciousness of
¢ other forms of ¢r
with the single exception of Mahometanism, it is the last and
most modern of all theological systems. So far from its source
existing in the efflorescence of soul growth, it claims for itself a
distinct revelation ; a revelation totally outside of human expe-
rience, knowledge, judgment, or the known laws of nature;

made in 2 com ﬁﬁrqhxmh* recent nm‘lnrﬁ' of the earth’s hist ry, t
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a very limited number of the human family ; and that, under
conditions which the natural emotions and reasoning {aculties of
the soul would inevitably revolt from.

Again ; Christlanity claims as its revelator the direct agency of
a Being, of whom the finite mind cannot bave the faintest con-
ception—even the Infinite and Eternal Author of the Universe
in propria persond. And this revelation is not supposed to be
made by any impression or spiritual agency common to human

experience in general, but by special procedures, subversive of
al 141
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render the possibility of testing the truth of the allegations thus
put ferth impossible.

To render this position still more impregnable, all attempts at
enquiry are stified, under the assumption that the majesty of
God 1s impugned by any research into, or doubt of, His “Incom-
prehensible ways;” that the men who claim to be the sole inter-
preters of His sublime mysteries are invested with full power to
punish, torture, or even kill all who dare to question what-
ever they choose to allege in their God’s name ; and in an age
when the laws of nations intervene to protect human beings
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ibiection by threats of still more horrible

scared into silence and
torments extending through all eternity,  “ Believe cor die!” has
been the motto of the highest form of theological faith, amongst
the highest forms of civilization, during the first seventesn
hundred years of its dominations  That cry i3 changed now to—
% Beliove Cin thi ’ g

in the next!” How much mankind are gainers by the change
the pmt of the age is rupidly demonstrating,

Now, the claims above referred to are so enormous that if
they stood alone, and were pressed on the world's acceptance as

the special assumptions of any one sect, they would infallibly be
rejected as the utterances of raving Innacy or audacious blas
phemy; but just at the very point when mankind—aroused
from irs dream of blind superstition by the clarion trump of
intellectual progress— prepares ltself  to ap‘tﬂ ; the gauge of
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¢ monstrous a ecclestasti-
cism, modem rescarch steps in and brings to light correlated
systems of belief, streaming up in full tide from the remotest
periods of antiquity, and all tending in converging lines towards
that point, in time and place, where Christianity enters upon
the scene and absorbs all former revelations, in the impossible
assumption of being their erdginal founder |

Granted that modern discoveries, by disinterring the tombs
of ancient faiths, entively

ely strip Hmtmnlt) of her arrogant claim
to divine favour, through

problematical question still remains as to whence arose the
srimeval ideas upon which all theological systems are founded ?
To remove the source from fudea to Egypt, and from thence
back to ancient India, or even to trace its threads of ideality to
“the still more antique conceptions of the wandering Arvan, is only
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explaining the significance of the primal legend. Why, then,
do we fear to advzmce to the mysterious shrine wherein the

: U S PR P
t the ground plan, without

nature, personality, and right to rule?

In this inguisition we have nothing to fear for true religion,
which, as an inherent part of human nature, will live or die only
with its author. The destruction of external forms cannot
touch the deathless soul, nor annihilate that natural religion,

which is the soul's voice, witness, ¢

Neither has humanity avght to lose, were the very corner-
stone of ecclesiasticism to crumble away into the shifting sands

5.’)

nd interpreter,

from which it was formed.
As for Chrstianity—the apex of ecclesiastical power and
pride—what loss would accrue to humanity in her downfali?
The ghosts of ancient faiths arise to convict her of audacious
plagiarism, and the vanished generations of eighteen centuries
return to accuse her of overwhelming the earth with oceans of

blood and tears.
Sha a4

o
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no light on the solemn problems of life, death, or Deity.

She elucidates no mysteries of nature, explains no causes in
harmony with science, no effects that tend to the world’s improve-
ment or instruction, and she would leave the race now, as deeply
steeped in sin, sorrow, violence, and wrong, as she found it,

As for the brand of “Infidel,” which she imprints on all who
presume to question her impossible assertions, or the bugbear of
eternal torment with which she has been 'wcustomed to stifle the

eighteen centaries aga.
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beginning to rank them in the same Category with the promis-
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sory notes which she issues, payable in the banks of a heavenly
kingdom, which no sane man would desire to Inherit.

But even if these many defalcations did not form a sufficient
indacement to urge forward the enquiry into the sources and
authenticity of ecclesiastical prefensions, the best interests of
justice, reason, common sense, and true religion, demand from
the age an analysis as searching for the discovery of truth, as
for the exposure of frand and error ; for the restoration of pure

§ [P

LTI P B D N
raligion and undefiled ff

0 a su

RS I

< . . oy Ry e mym gt A
Herng anda iEnora i age, as 108 tnt

dethronement of blind supsrstition and expensive idolatr Let
i ¥

Lol

s

us enter upon that analysis fearlessly then, and, convinced that
there 1s no truth that need fear the light, and no error that can
long endure it, commence the noble warfare for truth by con-
bld(:‘l'il g the relations between religion and religious syslems,

SECTION II.

OF THE SABEAN SYSTEM, OR THE ASTRONOMICAL
RELIGION,

Passing over all the ramifications of opinion into which Sec-

tar‘anism has broken up the distinctive faiths of history, we

find we may resolve the latter into six well-defined groups or

representative pims&s of religious thought, the nomenclature of
which rung thus :—Brahminism, Buddhism, Parseeism, Judaism,

Polytheism, and Clmstianity. Mahometanismi of course adds
a seventh to the list; but as this form of faith stands alone,
neither borrowing from, or imparting aught to, other systems, it
needs no special notice here.  The fairly informed student of
religious history need not be reminded that there are certain
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w of variety
than ay be expected to result from differences in time, climate,

customs, and language.

Theav all eombine in teaching the fall of man
They all combme 1n teachin g the fali of man,

tion from some pre-existent and higher state of being than that
of earth, as it is known in historical times,

All preserve, more or less, the legend of a g
predict the final destruction of the earth by fire. AH cherlsh falth
in one Supreme Being and hierarchies of subordinate spiritual
existences. |

The belief in the soul’s immortality and (with certain sectarian
modification) faith in conditions of happiness or misery here-
after, are also items of universal acceptance. All subdivisions
of religionists supplement their doctrines with codes of morals
for the conduct of humanity, and enjoin upon their followers
religious observances in the form of sacraments, sacred days,
places, garments, and other consecrated objects.

U A SRV, SUPUPL, SR
VLG IQrm & Priesuy Oracr,

They all set apart certain persons,
teach the efficacy of rites and ceremonials, and assume to found
their special form of faith upon special revelations from divine
sources. The most curious and important feature of universal
belief however, is yet to be noticed, and this is, that all shades of
Sectarian religionists, except the Jews, whether ancient or rodern,
set up for worship one central figure, whom they claim to be at
once God and man, adoring him with even more lavish rever-
ence than they accord to the Deity, yet claiming that He was
the subject of human birth, death, persecution, and martyrdom
whilst on earth.

And the mystery attendant on such a subject of worship
deepens, when we trace out the main features of the history
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waven around this God-m;um and find, that though each people
insist upon presenting a different personality, all  however

rer.oved from each other in poing of time or locality, maintain
cerfain coincident points of shmilarity, for which ne other
account can be rendered than the fact of their origin being
derived from one commeon source. For example : all nations,
from the most ancient Hindoos to the comparatively modern
Christians inculcate belief in an incarnate God-man, born of the
Supreme Being, through the wmaternity of 2 woman.,  The
mother in nearly every case is represented as a pore virgin, and
all the attendant circumstances are more or less miracalous.
The birthday of the Avatar is invariably fixed at mid-wint
and the decease at spring or auturan. A royal descent 13 In
some m; sterious way claimed and a prophecy thatthe sovercignty

tr\ tha ware et ’t\ﬂ ha
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sented as exciting the jealousy of some reigning Tyrant by
whorn the Virgin Mother is persecuted.  There is also a

- N e + - 3 " .
putative father introduced, who Is represented as submitting

complaisantly enough to the divine intrigue, which makes
his betrothed the mother of a God. By aid of this
obliging spouse, the infant is always sheltered in obscurity
until a certain period, when, after a miraculous infancy and
boyhood, he issaes forth o assume the prophetic mantle, with
all the paraphernalia of fastings, baptisms, and other sach divine
signatures of favour as may be corumon to the country and time,

Then succeeds a chain of wmiraculeus performances, many of

which bear the most striking resemblance to each other when-
The God-man is invariably a moral teacher, and a reformer of
the prevailing abuses of the time. The same mystérious simi-

farity nrevails in the doctrines enunciated, whether thev come in
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the name of Buddha, Mithra, Zoroaster, Chrishna, Prometheus,
Balder, Hesus, Osiris, or Christ. All are protests against the
prevailing corruptions of the age, and enunciations of those
divine nrmr-m]p-. of Q‘(‘)ﬂd which vary not with time, and are

never peculiar to place or nationality.

Then follows the last act of the drama, which is the invariable
triumph of adverse powers: a violent death-——genecrally a cruci-
fixion—the proclamation that the martyrdom 1n
designed for the benefit of the race; a descent into hell, or the
nethermost parts of the earth, to show that divine mercy compas-

sionates even the most dﬂcrraded spirits in being ; a short season

'L Fat
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quesiion is

the miracle-working Mediator as the future * ]udge of the dead,”
and the *“Saviour of men.” These are the main points upon
which all theologies, without exception, are founded; and
though we admit there must necessarily be certain modifications
in the presentation of this grand drama, growing out of the
varieties of time and place which distingunish the religions of
different nations, the essential features of the scheme (that is, the
fundamental ideas above narrated) are invariably coincident, and
never fail to re-appear.

It may be T.ii'g(-lu that we can have no means o
the faiths of nations whose scriptures have perished, and that
when we simply reiterate the legendary opinions that time
perpetuates, we may be liable to colour the prevailing tradition
by our own prepossessions,

To this we reply, that for the thorough understanding of
antique lore; we have three methods of interpretation, the com-

binations of which are quite as authentic as written history.
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The first of these we obtain in a study of the Monuments,
with which the entire of the East is overiaid* the second in the
science of philology, which, by connecting ;
their roots, or affiliations in ancient Iauguagcs, forms a chain of
relationship between present and past modes of expression ; and
the third, either by the traditions of the past or the preservation
of antient faiths in modern systems of religious beliefs—together
with their symbols, modes of expression, and ceremonials of

Thus the very limitations which hindered ths ancients from
hequrathing written scriptures to posterity, impelled them to
engrave their ideas upon the far more enduring pages of stone,
enubling us to derive from '
the land of the Orient into one grand, imperisbable volume, a
means of testimony far transcending any written scriptures in
worth and authenticity.

Writings may be lost, interpolated, or tampered with in many
ways. Whole libraries of polemical literature have been wilfully
destroyed, or wilfully fabricated, for the purpose of maintaining
a favourite point of doctrine, or confuting an adversary; but
the old Temple voices of antiguity CANNOT LIE, and the mute

but eloquent testimony of stony preachers, whose witness dates

back through immemorial ages, proclaims, without fear or favour,

revelations which Inquisitions cannot burn or torture into silence,
nor the reckless mendacity of partisan bigotry misrepresent. The
venerable slabs, planispheres, and rains of Nineveh, the Zndiacs,
Pyramids, the tombs of Egypt, the stupendous Cave Temples of
India, together with all the colossal remains and gorgeous
mementos of vanished splendour, marred, yet not obliterated,
which combine to bear indestructible witness to the faith of ages,
and cover the earth, wherever the footprints of civilization have
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left their mark—{orm, in their totality, a hible, the revelations of
which are becoming household words amongst the people, in this
intellectual and progressive age ; revelations which no priest can
ban out of existence, and no bigot can longer stifle.

It is from such sources as these, as well as by consulting the
scriptures of all nations, instead of one alone, that we are enabled

to re-construct the scheme, upon which—as we shall hereafter

narreiva—the entire of the world-wide svstems of theoloovy have
perceive—the entire of the world-wide systems of tneol gy have

been upreared.

SECTION III.

CONTINUATION OF THE SABEAN SYSTEM, OR THE
ASTRONOMICAL RELIGION,

TuE learned and authoritative writers who have contributed to
elucidate the principles of the famous astronomical religion, may
now be numbered by the score, and any one of them would
afford us ample testimony to the truths of which we are about to
present a brief abstract to our readers. One of the most volu-
minous and profound of these writers, Gerald Massey, has
extended the record of his researches into such vast proportions
that they are accessible only to the student or man of Ieisure
and letters, and a large number of other modern writers draw
more or less from those inexhaustible fountains of knowledge,
supplied by the learned Dupuis in his magnificent twelve-volume
work—Z' Origin de tous les Culies, or “ The Origin of all Religious

Worship,” so we cannot do hetter than open our case by presenting
the reader with such excerpts from the last named author’s work
as will lay down in concise terms, and in an almost literal trans-
lation from the French, the scheme of which M. Dupuis has

given such elaborate details.
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1 trawn from Ay differen
original, as we could not possibly obtain a connected idea of the
author’s views 1n such a consecutive extract as any single volume
would furnish.

In the opening chapters it is said-—

“Ancient civilization extended over a great part of Asia, a
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customs prevailing, whose origin must have antedated
by many centuries at least. . .

“Throughout the entire of the lands of the East, including
Hindostan, Igypt, Arabia 1110p€t‘ &e., &c., are traces of that
form of rsr\ﬂf}ue worshin, called (j_]:fferf}nr]y Sabeanism, Tire
worship, Solar worship, the Astronommical system, and by
Christians dasionated by the general terms of ‘Paganism ' or
* Heathenism.”  The truth is, one and the same system prevailed
everywhere ; and, dating back from three or four thousand years
before the hristian era, it secems fo have been more concrete
and aniform than in later times, when the scattering abroad of
many ancient dynasties tended to introduce new’ ideas, and
modify old ones, so that it would seem as if the iater nations had

not received,
£
’:“

or had departed from, the old docirine: but that
this was nn 1;!;1 case, our finest monuments in the older nations

of India, Assyria, and Egypt, do abundantly prove.”

In the

-

hird volume of his great work, M. Dupuis gives a very
extended list of the nations amongst whom the Sabean system
prevailed, marking especially the differences which arose, as he
judiciously infers, from local or chronological changes; but as
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the pursuance of his exactitude of style would necessitate a mass
of quotation which would far surpass the limits of this treatise,
we must substitute the term * the ancients,” as a general synonym
for the numerous Fastern nations to whom he refers.  With this

single change in the manner of quotation, we proceed :—

““The ancients worshipped the powers of nature either directly
or as landineg ta a crnerior invisible, and Qllhnprvﬁﬂiﬁ(‘r C()r:lheg_d—
FL 1\..1!.\.14115 LS o ;.)I-l.tl\al.&u& ALL Y Fudlildbey I-C-:-A‘-lx RA r L A AAD am et
the assumed governor, of the universe . That the
priests of Chaldea, Babylonia, Hindostan, Egypt and Sidonia,
disclaimed any actual worship of the things seen—or the visible

; e

order of the universe—we have over and over again shown; but
they taught, as did the later Greeks and Romans, that these

1n., moon, and stars—were NECeSSary
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vulgar to contemplate, as by them they could

'C}\ wac vnnrnc-ﬁhh‘—“A in their motions
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at the true religion of the Sabeans was always cele-

t
brated by the priests in MysTERIES, is confirmed by Cicero,
ooraz. and the 'quhm1nq who all allege that H’\P
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priests taught of the soul or spiritual part of the universe in
4n}tr-1'panar- hut ¢ images. idals. and visble gio*r}g to the
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people.

““The earliest nations of the earth were chiefly employed in
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seasons, to discover which were the fitting times to sow, plant,
ther in, &e.. the study of the stars—as the ralers or ZOVernors
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the seasonb—-became a most necessary branch of science. It

was obvious to the ancients, as to ourselves, that the sun—asthe
source of heat—muer be the Inrd of life and the anthor of all
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that exists on the earth’s surface. His light-giving beams, more-
over, were acknowledged then, as now, to be the principle of
revealment from which we derive all knowledge and all truth;

hence the corner stone of the ancient Worship was the sun or
rather that mm‘ri.an 1‘111‘\(‘11“1]13 Hmphvpﬂ in the sun’s influence
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upon earth. The ancients, as I have sufficiently explained,

taught these ideas in esoteric or spiritual doctrines for the priests,
and exoteric or visihle g gystems of worshin for the ﬂPﬂﬂ]P ce e
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“The variations in the seasons were not attnbuted to the
chanoes occasionad by the earth’s rotatio of '(_K_;Fhlrjl’}j as T have
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before shown, the ancients were generally (though not in ail
instances) ignorant.  Deening that these perplexing variations
were owing to the course of the sun through different portions of
the heavens, it naturally came to be thought that the stars, or
lesser lights, which strewed the plane of the heavens, must be in
some way infliential upon the benign influence of the solar ray.
The ancients—destitute of cur resources for converting all
seasons into benefit—could not comprehend the necessity of
winter, and only realized its rule as one of famine, desolation,
and evil. Their flocks and herds, their fields and crops, were
cut off, blighted, and destroved ; and when, in addition to atmos-
pheric influences, fierce storms, earthgaakes, cyclones, and all the
awful paraphernalia of tempestuous forces prevailed on earth,
people who attributed every phenomenon of nature to the direct
action of 1avisible, powerful, and unknown intelligences, naturally
enough supposed these sources of evil must proceed from powers
antagonistic to the benign and gracious sun.”

Fﬁ‘:](‘\\x.‘ﬂ‘\
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show how the ancients first set apart their wisest and most
learned men to stady the heavens, discover the modes of motion
prevailing throughout the starry hosts, reduce those discovéries
to order, and evolve thencea chart of the sidercal heavens, from
which accurate knowledge might be obtained concerning the
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expected on earth, and the best means of propitiating the
unknown but terrible potentates who divided the hemispheres
amongst them, and marshalled their aiternating forces of astral
light, in the tremendous and anceasing war of day and night,

dence with the physic .
bénign mnfluences, upon the helpless inhabitants of earth.

Father Kirchen, the learned Jesuit and Egyptologist; Mr.
Bryant, the voluminous author of * Eastern Antiguities,” &c. ;
and Godirey Higzins, a still more voluminous writer on these
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subjects ; General Hitchcock and J. F. Stewart, American writers
of no mean celebrity ; Mons. Volney, the renowned author of
“The Ruins;” the Rev. Robert Taylor, in his astro-theological
lectures, and many other eminent writers on kindred subjects,
have described in detail the principies of the celebrated Sahean
system, and shown how obviously they might have ariginated in
most ancient times, when men were compelled to pursue astro-

nomical studies for the sake of guiding and directing the activi-

ties of agriculture,

The advances which the ancients achieved in both these
branches of knowledge, are too well known and too thoroughly
demeonstrated by Oriental remains, to need further comment,

We again invite our readers to follow out the investigations of
M. Dupuis, He says:—

“The path of the sun was traced out by the ancients as
marking on the heavens an imaginary wavy line called the
ecliptic, hence the sun (assumed tc be the traveller rather than
the earth) crossed the eguator at two distinct points, and at the
two distinct seasons of the spring and autumn equinoxes. The
ancient planispheres and zodiacs are often found with the lines
of the ejquator and ecliptic correctly defined, and the equatorial
circle divided up into the then recognized 360 degrees. The
ancient astronomers based their system on the recognition that
the sun, following the wavy line of the ecliptic in the northern
hemisphere, dispensed the full force of his light and heat in the
beneficent influence of summer, but after crossing the equator
at the autumnal equinox, and sinking into the southern hemis-
phere, he became subject to the adverse powers and malignant
influences of winter, These primary divisions of the solar year
into summer and winter, formed the tirst grand act of the Astral
drama, evolved from the impersonation of the solar hero into the
god of the earth, Subsequently, the two main divisions of the
year were subdivided into the four seasons, when it became
necessary to impersonate the spring and autumn months as
heralds of the opposing powers of summer and winter. The
belief that the stars or lesser lights were the symbols of subordi-
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nate intelligences or angelic hierarchies, whose influence apon the
sun was potential for good or evil, caused the ancient astronomers
fo map out the heavens into groups or constellations of starry
bodies, which, according to their pesition whilst the sun was
above or below the equator, were supposed to be antagonistic or
beneficently disposed towards men. In this plan the wintry
constellations of course signified the adverse power; those of
summer represented the beneficent angels.  The spring constel-
lations were the heralds of hope and promise, those of antumn
the prophets of the evil days at hand. The path of the sun about
the equator being thus defined, the groups of stars tiﬂxough which
his march was conducted, came to be called *the zodiac,” which
signified, in ancient Chaldee, an animal, or the living world of
power through which the earth received the life 'md light of
godhead,

“The zodiac, as the ruler and chart of the solar year, was
divided up by some of the ancients into ten, and by others into
twelve, groups or constellations of stars, Each of these corres-
ponded to, and were assumed to be, the ruling powers that
governed the months.

1t is needless to remind our readers, that the same sub-
divisicn of the year into twelve months, symbolized at least, if
not governed by the zodiacal signs, is still preserved in our
charts and almanacs to the ypresent time, As before explained,
the zodiacal circle was dn‘:lded into three hundred and sixty
degrees ; these again into four right angles of ninety degrees
each, and the whole into twelve signs, including each thirty

-
degrees.

on carth at tha. peri
the sun pas:,ed through them Amongst the Hebrew cabalists,
they were regarded as houses of the sun and were called Beth-s ;
amongst the Chaldeans the houses of the summer sun were
termed El-s, and those of winter On-s. El or Al signified light,
On darkness ; and these nomenclatures were ultimately adopted
by most of the Oriental nations; hence we find the winter
constellations, Angels, or houses of the sun, spoken of as the
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Dragon, Appollyon, Abaddern, Dagon, &c., Whllst the summer

Azrael, &c., &c.
All the names common amongst Eastern nations, having El-

or On- as terminations ar r}reﬁxeg were derived from the nriest-
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hood, who were named after the houses of the sun; or, accordmg
as different temples of worship were dedicated to the sun in
different constellations.

“The names assigned to the zodiacal constellations, or the
rulers of the twelve months, were as follows :—Aries, the Ram,
governed March, the real first month of the year amongst the
ancients. The Bull was the ruler of Apri}, because the season of
agricultural pursuits connected that animal with the group of
stars then in the ascendant. May, the season when summer and
winter are united in an almost equal division of time between
day and night, was ruled by the Twins, or Gemmi In June,
when the sun appears to undergo a sort of retrograde motion
(significantly explained in astlonomy}, the consteﬂ’ttlon was'
named the Crab, or Cancer. The raging heat of summer was
typified by naming the July constellation the Lion. The August
constellation was called the woman (Virgin), in reference to the
fruitfulness which prevailed at the harvest season.  The Scales,
or Balances, was the title of the September sign, to signify,
once more, the equilibrium prevailing between the hours of day
and night. The Great Dragon of October, the Archer of
November, the Water-bearer and Fishes, of Januoary and
February, were all named in accordance with the evil portents
of the wintry months over which they presided.

* At mid-winter, or that pericd which now corresponds to
Deccember in the northern hemisphere, the constellations were
supposed to correepond to a goat or ram, surrounded on all
bl(lLS D_Y SIB.I'S VVﬂICD. me Ur]erl[ai [LHGGHC} to IHIPETSOHEEC ]U.t:cLb,
and image forth all things into natural forms, called the Stable,

or Manger of the Goat, Capricornus. About this constellation,
aiso, were se -’tfdl minor gruupb the most noted of which were
termed the Woman or Virgin, being a reappearance of the
summer group, so-called from another aspect ; Bootes, or Joseph,
‘the herdsman,” and Spica, or the ear of corn, which the fanciful
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mind of the ancient astronomer placed in the hand of the Virgin,
to signify her special attribute of frajtfulness,

“In summer, the constellation Virgo appears at the marriage
feast of the year, when the sun turns the weak water of earth
intc wine ; when the earth is in the plenitude of her power, and
anites all seasons in the marriage anthem of gladness, Her re-
appearance in mid-winter, in the stable of the Goat, occasioned
her to he called the ‘Virgin about to bring forth,” and hence
the winter Virgo represents the mother of the young newly-born
sun, she who ‘brings forth,” in the stable of Capricornus,
C Virging parturae.

scheme, which M. Durauu has  distributed throuuh several
volumes, somewhat more clear to the reader than we could do
by fragmentary excerpts, we will now give the condensed plan,
rendered by that elaborate work, the “ Anacalypsis ” of Godfrey
H;ggms in which we shall find the most direct and unmistakable

flam menbiom aribiaak
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"\[r Higgins agrees with Volney and Dupuis in the belief,
that the sun, as the ceatral figure of the starry heavens, became
to the ancients the representative of the Deilic plan on earth,
so that the path of the sun, and his “adventures 7 through the

zodiacal circle, formed the grand scheme of the heavens the sun

symbol of th nwsﬂ)l prmuple of Deific good. Higgins says:

“ Commencing with the mid-winter constellation of Capricorn,
the sun is first mtrodm:a_(? on the gorgeous theatre of the starry
universe as a new-born babe, conceived through the maternity
of a pure virgin (the consteilation of the wintry v irgo)~~because,

says Dupuis, ‘The virgin and child represented the vigour of
nature in f“eoplmg the earth, of which PERPETUAL VIRGINITY,
not destroyed by procreation, affords a poetical idea; also, it
suggests the resurrection of the dead, annually renewed, in the
return of mid-winter day each vear, an acceptable and universal
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type amongst the ancients, of God's best gift to man of Immor-
tality unquenched by death. . . . The same figure,
sculptured for the heathen amongst the Hindoos, Egyptians,
Syrians, Assyrians, and others, has since served for the Virgin
Mary in our Christian religion.

“The heathen or ancient Virgin forms a prominent figure
among the constellations, and, in their beautiful fables, was
presumed to bring forth 2 son annually, as the season (Christimas)
came round, when the sun awakening from the death of winter
first began to rise towards the spring solstice, This feast of the
ancients—celebrated even as early as amongst the Aryans at mid-
winter—has been transferred to the Christian religion, and
adapted to Jesus by the Catholic and Episcopal churches; the
Scotch, and some dissenting parties to the above churches, refuse
the application, and do not keep Chrisumas day, repeating the
allegation of Celsus and other Greek philosophers, that it was
held sacred only as the birth of the sun, and Chlvisiians betrayed
the origin of their legend only loo surely when ihey adopted fhal
day as the birthday of their God.”

To return to Godfrey Higgins. He next describes how the
months of January and February were deemed under the
dominion of the evil wintry stars, because the sun was then

provoked by the lord of winter, the adversary, tjplﬁed by
Aquarius, the water-bearer, who pours out the vials of his wrath
upon the earth, Pisces (the fishes, a constellation of numerous
small stars) represents the young children whom the wintry tyrant
siays, in the hope of destroyincr the new-born child of the virgin,

who 15 to reig‘ az the Iz_;ng of h waven, and sabvert the power of

the wintry god.

In some of the allegorical sculptures of the East, the zodiacal
sign of the fishes is changed to multitudes of infants’ heads, and
the sign is dedicated to the ¢ Innocents.” During these two evil
months the new-born san is hidden, or carried away into con-

cealment by his mother Mary, Maré, or Maria, all synonyms
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for the sea, from which the spring Venus, “the mother of forms,

is assumed to rise—Joseph (Bottes), the bright consteliation

named the herdsman, being in close relation to the wintry virgin,
is called her betrothed, and aids her In her flight to conceal the

young chiid. In DMarch, when the genial season of spring is
heralded in by the appearance of the young lambs of the field,
the constellation Aries—the Ram-—is in the ascendant. At
this point the sun crosses the equator, ascending from the dark-
ness and concealment of the Southern hemisphere, into the
trinmphant North, so full of hope, promise, and renovation to
the earth, groaning under the tyranny of the wintry season.
After the sun crosses the vernal equinox, the earth is redeemed
—the darkness ends—famine, want, suffering, and cold lose their
sway ; hence, the cross is the sign of this great redemption ; the
Ram™* is the redemptive symbol, and the sun himself, coming
forth from the wilderness of fasting and famine—baptised by

he advent month, February, dedicated to purification by water——
begins his career as a miracle worker, healer, and redeemer,
He passes through the sign of Gemini, or brotherhood, conguers
the retrogression of the wandering disciples in June-—signified by
Cancer, the crab—and shines out as the sun of rightecusness, in
the roval sign of the mid-summer Lion, We next see him at the
marriage supper of the year, when in conjunction with the virgin
mother (the mid-summer Virgo), he turns water into wine, feeds
multitudes from the five loaves of the wintry months, and the
small fishes—now converted into the plentiful harvest sufficient
to feed all comers ; heals the sick, cures the afflicted, preaches
peace on earth and good-will to men, until the adverse signs of

¥ The ram subsequently became changed into the lamb, to signify the
lamb of spring.  This change was first made in Egypt, and celebrated in
the feast of Paschal or Passover.
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winter appeax, heralded in by Lucifer—the bright and beautiful
he sp ug was vesper ng s nd now

fro e high place, or seat of pride in the

northern horizon, appears low down on the edge of the southern

hemisphere, and, by virtue of this descent, is called ‘“ Lucifer,
the star of the morning.”

“No portion of the famous astronomical myth has furnished

agery in which the Oriental

autumn, fallen

forth more food for the poetical im
mind delights to adorn its metaphors, than this apparition of the
fallen star Lucifer,” says Dupuis. Higgins also, and General
Hitchcock in his fine treatise on biblical :—Lstronomy, dwell with
particular emphasis on the myt
this renowned astral conjunction. Higgins goes omto deplct the
position of the constellations at this juncture, as ominous of woe
and destruction to the power of the solar hero of the skies.

““Now enters in,” says he, “the Great Dragon of the skies, the

nnnnn AT | T . ~1 aballaisa -
lalécrxb O1 ail tne zodlacal Luuatcua,iuuua, aumpdﬁ"xﬁs known as the

Scorpion, but more especially famed as the Oriental Dragon;
the long train of stars which follow in his wake giving birth to

tln merrtlh AL £ tlan s 3
the myth ot "tne war in h.,a‘ir’ﬁﬁ, in which ‘the cld serpent, the

devil and Satan,” or the adversary, contends with Michael the
prince of light, and drags down in his fall one-third of the hosts
of heaven.”

The mythos here obviously confound Lucifer and the Dragon,
but the ancient astronomers expressly depict Lucifer as a single
star, one and the same with Vesper the evening star of spring.
In his fall he is the leader, or herald, of the hosts commanded

hw the Diragon, in whose train
tramn

-
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heavenly host.
Bryant in his “ Astronomy of the Ancients,” the Jewish
cabahsts, and many of thc., learned Gnostic writers, all combine
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of the rebel hosts, and *'ﬂace the Dragon simply as the follower ;
in fact, the Apocalypse of St. John is the only ancient authority

(and this can scarcely be con&dered as an antigue scripture)
which confounds the starry personslides of Lucifer and the

Dragon,  The two-—say Dupuis and Higgins both—are distinet,
and “their personality cannot be confounded by those who
desire to waster the true secret of the solar legend.” After
the ascent of these ominous influznces into the seats of power,
the career of the Sun-God becomes one of woe and trial,
“ Gethsemane, Calvary—even the judgment-hail of Pilate, the
crowing cock, the denial of the faithless Peter—all are found in
the complications of the astral legend.” 3o say ouwr VATiOUs
authorlues, and so writes Henry Melville, in his elaborate key to
the astronomical mwteruﬂc;, published in TLondon, under the title
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the divine drama is the cross1ﬁcat10n of the sun, who, in his
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descent or passage across the equator to the Southern hemisphere
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November mzfz” ecember.  The angels of the December month
indeed relent, or become penitent, and, in token of their pity
for their victim, give place to the angels of the mid-winter con
stellation, Capricorn, who furnishes a shelter for *the Virgin,
about to bring forth,” in his stable or manger,

For three days at mid-winter, or as some legends affirm for
one only, the Sun is lost, Ze, stands still—when the weak and
shrouded character of his influence is represented as his descent
inte the grave; by other legends, as his descent into £¢//, the
nethermost parts of the earth, the locale of which was. only
vaguely realized by the ancients. They believed that the myste-
rious Southern realms into which the beneficent light bringer’s

rays had sunk, was the fabled hell of their fertile imagination,
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and as they peopled every region with living entities, so they taught
that their adored Sun-God had gone on the merciful errand of
preaching to the cvil spirits, imprisoned for punishment in hell,

or the nethermost parts of the earth. For a
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ag1ven neriod of tirmae
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the ancients mourned their hero dead; but even in the midst
of their lamentations, loving women (the constellations of the
Andromeda group) bring the glad tidings that the new-born sun
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will be resurrec
annual maternity of the ever Virgin mother, the sea, the Maré,
Maria, Mary—mother of forms; in a word, that the Saviour of
men is born in a manger, or the stable of the goat Capricornus,
a sign which, in all nations dominated by the famous astro-
nomical religion, was revered as the symbol of God-—the Zeus
of the Greeks, the Ammon of antmm the Brahm of the

Hindoos, the Unkpmvn or Unknowable of Plato, the “ Father ”
of the Christian Trimurti,

SECTION IV,
OF THE HELIOCENTRIC SYSTEM; OR THE

WHEN or how the first ts a
"“the fiery scriptures of the skics,” and spClI out the unbroken
lines of correspondence between the heavens and the earth, we
have no means of determining. All we know 1s, that the most
ancient, as well as authentic of historians, date their earliest
records from periods when Hindostan wags grey with the accumu-
lation of untold ages, and Egypt had long passed the culminating
heights of her splendid civilization.
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Assyria, Babylonia, Pheenicia, and all the great dynasties of
the Orient were sinking into the night of decay, and pomnting
back into an unknown “long ago,” when first the * Thoth 7% of
antiquity tock pen in hand to inscribe their histories.

When the Grecian sage, So]on visited Egypt to become an

he deemed the most ancient of all eras, that of the Deucalion
Deluge, one of the oldest of the priests rebuked him in the
memorable words recorded by Plato:—*Solon, Sclon, you

Tennlin ava oliea
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’s children ; you mention one deluge, whercas
many have happened.”

In confirmation of all other testimony. oral and written,
ancient and modern, the stupeﬁdom ruins scattercd profusely
throughout the lands of the East, bear witness to the very remote
periceds of time during which the ancients parsued their astro-
nomical studies, and the thousands of years they employed in
fravving and elaborating their vast system of solar worship.

Dupuis, writing on the Apocalypse, savs: ““ We trace the

exwstence of the Zodiac for six thousand years, and we possess, in

Within the last century, the researches of Sir Wm. Jones,
Colebrooke, Maurice, and other eminent Orientalists, by throw-
- 1"_' — -

zlg open wider fields of observation to the scholur, deepen our
nt a

._....

astonish t the achievements of the antique mind, and the
correctness of its astronomical calculations.

One of the most remarkable and startling of these ancient
astronomical discoveries was that of the “precession of the

equinexes,” and the division ol immense epochs of time into

'.L

astral bodies

S

™~
3
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cycles, marked by the motions of the sola

* Thuth—The name assigned in Egyptian mythology to the secretary

of the gods.
i
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Writing of that curious plece of composite sculpture, the
Sphinx, Baillie, in his celebrated work on “ The Astronomy of

the Ancients,” brings forward many p ausxblu arguments to prove
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record the precession of the equinoxes. The author says :—

“ The seasons were formerly symbolized by the four signs most
significant of the operations proceeding on earth—namely, the
Bull, the Lion, the Eagle, and the Man. That these signs were
the evangelists or recorders of the sun’s passage through the
heavens during the solar year, we have ample testimony, even in

the fact that the early Christian historians adopted them to symbo-
lize Matthew, Mark, Luks, and John, the evangelistic historians of
Christ ; but the sun holds a very different relation to the signs now
to what he did five thousand years ago. 'This change, together with
corresponding variations in the order of the seasons, is occasioned
by an apparent slow forward motion of all the stars round the
poles of the ecliptic, called the precession of the equinoxes. And
this actual position of the sun in the seasons, affords us the best
et oo oy s, IS ~A A 1A mm bt A A sarrtia

CVLuCHLC Lu:tL d.::l.luuuu.l} wWas uiigcr sto0a and J.u.euuubu YLLLlL thu
worship of the ancxen‘cs five thousand years ago. . . . Now;

2
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in connection with this advance of the SLars, abaut the ;"\ Yles of

the ecliptic, the sun appears to fall back or retrograde, a change
not appreciable from day to day, or year to year, until we come

+ 1- = }
to reckon about nineteen years, when it will be seen that the sun

has retrograded, or the stars advanced, a Well defined section of
a degreen

Duputs, following up the same subject, says .—

“ The sun formerly crossed the equator near Aldebaran, in the
Bull’s eye, at spring. It obtained its greatest clevation, there-
fore, near Regulus, in the heart of the Lion, at mid summer, and
its greatest southern declination at mid-winter in Aquarius, or the
Water-bearer.”

Owing to the forward movement of the stars, above referred
now crosses the

vernal equinox in Aries, instead of, as formerly, in Taurus, in
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spring, and falls back to the sign of the Lion in mid- -summer,
its former place in Virge,

To effect the exchange of even a single sign, the ancients
allowed a period varying, in different methods of calculation,
from 2,000 to 2,160 years, It is evident, then, that their astro-
nomical observations must have been handed down through
many generations, and have extended over vast periods of time.

[ S

Those who correctly unders tu,d the preccsszﬂl of the equinexes

lljf't'l he pDSi'i\)IL of the sun in Tt‘i‘.LLl(BI‘l to the constellations when

those zodiacs were fashioned, that we are enabled to understand
how very far the ancients must have advanced in astronomical
knowledge at the time when we stigmatize them as barbariang
and heathens,

To celebrate the precession of the equinoxes, and erect an
enduring witness of its having been observed, the ancients
invented the singular monument called the Sphinx, in which will
be found graphically depicted a compound of the two mid-

e N
g thr nrm— which the sun had b
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Lmmer ;
namely, the Lion and the Woman, To fix the idea still more
clearly 1n the order of solar worship, its priests instituted a grand
testival at mid-surmmer, or, rather, changed the orﬁfriml character
of the harvest festivitlies of mid-summer into what they called
the marriage feast of the year, Innumezable are the legends

which grow out of this celebration. The Greek festival of Ceres

[

the patroness of the harvest season ; the Bm‘:chanaiia in honour
of Bacchus, the god of the vintacre ; but, zbove all, a mythical
marriage of the scasons, typifi 1by the union of the masculine
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many other appropriate ceremonial rites by which the ancients
solemnized the beneficent influence of the sun in the summer
solstice, and recarded the important changes which his position
in the heavens occasioned.

Dupuis, Volney, and other learned authors of the rationalistic
school, point with deep significance to the story of the
“Marriage supper at Cana in Galilee,” When the ]ewifﬂl Messial,

hu f;/rm;m wiater 1ilo wine, proves the ic Te of “the miracle”

witl: the celebrated n
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which the same feat was supposed £o occur—symbolical of the
beneficent change which the miracle-working sun effected in
ushering in the grape harvest,

Both Dupus and Godfrey Higgins allude to the symbolical
rites of the ancient mysteries practised at the mid-summer season,
and claim that from thence arose the idea of feeding vast mulii-
fudes with five loaves and twe small jishes—the loaves, as in the
festivities of the Grecian goddess Ceres, celebrating the growth
and expansion of five ears of corn into an abundant harvest, and
the fishes representing the watery signs of the Pisces of February,
changed into the grape harvest of summer. Both these learned
authors trace the origin of the modern society of Freemasons to

thn amAdmmt tmmctaeiss awma claira ot thoder ©F TAkha's Tioo hooidan
L1 RLIV AL il LJ.JJ PR § J\,D, ELLELL RLACAIEEE LLAckU LEL LD wJLle J LAidll 3 A5 [ S L P ]
the entire formule of their rites and ceremonials, are vestiges of

the ancxent astronomical }eﬂend in which the adventures, death,

form the basis alike of the ancient mysteries and the modern
order, The discovery of the precession of the equinoxes must
have been made in the remotest periods of antiquity, both in
India and Egypt, as is proved by the existence of long rows of
colossal sphinxes, leading to temples of unknown date, whose
origin is lost in the night of pre-historic ages.
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priests arrived at this discovery ; but Dupuis assumes that 1t arose
from the fact, that the feasts which had been originally estab-
lished to celebrate the sun's entrance into some particular part of
the heavens, in course of time began to fail in their application.

The seolar hero of the astronomical leqend was found to have

receded in his annual march, or tha constellations thr mjr:rh which

1 g W
0ne passca na
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these perplexing aberrations, the persevering researches of many
generations must have been brought into operation; the result
wis, the discovery of the equincctial precession, a motion of the
heavenly bodies now recognized by modern astronomers, and one
which still engages the attention of the most philosophic observers,

In connection with this complicated astronomical phenomenon,
the following extract from the great work of Dapuis—* 1Origin
de tous les Cultes”—may be read with interest :—

“The ancients found that the sun, stariing from the equator
at spring at an angle of twenty-three and a half degrees to the
north and £ast, af'ter traversing all the signs, at the next year
crosses the equator fifty-two seconds of a degree short of a com-
plete circle ; and this phenomenon 1s of constant recurrence, the
sun re-crossing the vernal equinox svery year fifty-two seconds of
a UMBLCL 1‘\.’"‘3 Uf Lhc k;lil_.]l(, Lhélll th }'Cd] b!:‘]rUIC. . » Ti"lb
stars, too, are found to advance—not on the line of the equator,

I Yel ﬁl’\f\n‘- tha nartlh ned canih o melee R +iy 1oy A~ s
ANnG apoul thc norin and sguln Poies, out on the iline of the

ecliptic, and about the ecliptic poles ; so that the stars shift thei
places in regard to the equator, both in advance to the east,

rallad DI(‘;‘?\!’}‘\ NoAAMGIAN A alos Fon Flia wanth ﬁn_/:l oniEh Af Fha
Livaaloln wainidiens aolDiiniUi, and aist 1o (e nortn and s50din 480 e

equator, called declination, so that, by this motion, stars once

soath of the equator, are now Pomh and those formerly a little
narth are now more horth. Fven the norih star is

LS I 05 B S B PSR Ll a s R R WY

making a circle round the pole of the ecliptic.”

‘That the ancients knew and accurately calculated these compli-
cated movements we may be assured by a careful study of their
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zodiacs, planispheres, statuary, and the legends by which they
so sedulously strove to celebrate these motions.  Another strik-
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lated and predicted the periods of eclipses, a conditlon of the
heavenly bodies, which, as we shall hereafter see, gave rise to
the extraordinary legend of Divine Incarnations, or the births of
Godamen.  Dupuis says i—

“We have no proof that the ancients knew the minute motions
of the moon, for she is subject to certain changes only to be
understood by later discoverics ; but they had arrived at correct
methods of calculating eclipses, and discovered, with astonishing
precision, the periods when certain astronomical phenomena
would recur. These recurrences they called cycles, Neros, or
Neroses. They are generally given in round numbers as to
years, days, hours, and minutes, but there still remain fractions
by way of correction. The Egyptians, and their most apt scholar,
Pythagoras, evidently understood these fractional variations, and
knew well how to correct them.”

The simplest and most easily ascertained of the cycles were, of
course, the seasons, the changes of the moon, and the place of
the sun in reference to the constellations of the zodiac through-
out the solar year. As socon as the precession of the equinoxes
was definitely ascertained, and the priests of one generation
began to consult the observations recorded in earlier ages, a fresh
set of phenomena dawned upon the student, and ultimately
became resolved into an elaborate and complex scheme of vastly

The first of these occurred every nineteen years, when it was
found that the sun had fallen back to a certain section of a

. PR T S PO [t =P TS R
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. moon appeared in the
hezm,m in thaa, remarkuble conjunction which, to the fertile
imaginations of the ancients, signified far more than the inevit-
able eclipse which such a position would occasion. It must be
remembered that the sun was csteemed in the astronomical
scheme as a masculine symbol of Deity, the visible representative
of the Lard of life, the Creator of forms, and the Father of men.
The moon, on the contfrary, was, by most of the ancients (though
not by all), regarded as the emblem of the feminine or receptive
principle, and, as approximating next In size and importance to

8
the majestic san, she was hailed 2
representative of the ecarth and nature, and thus designated
Astarte, Queen of Heaven, Isis, Diana, &c., &c.

The apmrltlon of these two celestial luminaries in periodical
' dinary and Important
of all the astronomical mv*hs—nameiy the belief that at this
epoch a divine man, or ** Son of God,” would be born, whose
celestial history was to correspond lterally with that of the parent
sun in his travels through the zodiacal signs of the solar year,
whilst his incarnation on earth was to give him a history more or
less in accordance with the solar iegen@. :

nge t the four atinn of

il Lille EhSuanLingilinsad

a new sect, restore a sinful race to divine favour in his character
ot mediator, reform the corruptions of the age, and especially of
an effete and arrogant pricsthood, and generally enact the #9/ of

i v 1r I s A crn ptars P T ol T s
God and man, ﬁSSlgI‘ied to the numerous Avatars of ancient
1ot
hiztory.

To appreciate the accapt tance of this stupendous myes by any
sane mind, whether in ancient or modern times, as an actuality

ast be remembered {hat the ancwnw were accustomed to

il 1

impersonate the powers of nature, and regard sun, moon, stars,
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earth, elements, and all the other potencies of the universe as
visible expressions of invisible spiritual intelligences,

The belief that the external universe was but the symbol, and
not the actuality of the Deific or Angelic existence, constituted
the heart of the ancient mysterleb formed the esotenc doctrine
of a learned and ph
them to govern the ignorant multitude by attributing mysterious
sanctity to the visible signs. It was unguestionably in this spirit,
that so many of them permitted a system of adoration to be
offered to idols, and ceremonials to he practised, against the gross
superstitions of which their more highly-informed reason and

The calculation of eclipses, and the accuracy with which these
wily astronomers predicted the changes that would ensue in the
heavenly bodies, and their correspondential results on earth, in-

s

eachers ; induced

spired the people with {ull confidence in their
the belief that they were in divect communication with the gods,
and could propitiate their favour, or appease their wrath, by the
favourlte and time-honoured custom of vicarious sacrifices for sin,
We need not pause upon the details of this well-known system
of priesteraft, nor enlarge upon the Wlde distinctions of belief

wrbhiah
WNRICH ubm‘nhd, i the eso

exoteric superstitions impressed upon the people. It is enough to
remember, that the true meaning of antigue worship was carefully
veiled from the vulgar mind In solemn mysteries, hence it is fair
to infer that the philosophers of Greece and Rome were right
when they alleged “that delief in the gods was a necessary iten
in the government of e people, but was only a subject of vidicile
and contenrpt aniongst the enlightened.” -
How far the celebrants of the ancient mysteries believed in the
actual birth of a God-man {rom the conjunction of heavenly
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bodies, whose periodic recurrences of position had been defined
for thousands of years, we need not now enquire ; enough, that
such a doctrine was universally tanght by the priests of antiquity,
hence the grand Neros of the sm—hundredth vear was regarded as
one of the most stupendous in the whole astronomical scheme,
and the legend founded on it has become the central figure of all
the theological systems that have succeeded each other, from the
firgt institntion of the Brahminical order to the last ingtallment of

-~ A U SRy o 4 DRI bury oY 5 PR i [, , e
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We shall presently show, bv numerous extracts, that the

ancients placed the birth perlods of all their Avatars, or incarnate

prda ab tha Aleos AF fla Tnrsan Awn dila Anenla . nb &
2043, al tne Cig3e O fhe six-nunareatn cycie, or aopout §
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when the periodical conjunction of the heavenly bodies above
alluded to favoured the idea of some great correspondential
changes being acted out upon earth, It is not surprising, there-
fore, that, at or about the time when these solar conjunctions
were predicted, the people as invariably expected a new Messiah,

or God-man, to descend from heaven, and be horn amonsst £
2y rom on, and oo born amoengsi f
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according to the traditions of past ages, as they deemed that the
Deific prnciples of creation were symboiized, if not actually
impersonated, in the mysterious luminarias of the skies.

The spirit of anticipation thus fostered by the priests, and
sanctioned by the most sacred traditional beliefs, tended to invest
any exceptionally great reformer or inspired prophet who might
chance to be born about the close of the sm—hundredth Neros—
with all the Messianic attributes. Such individuals were generally
adopted by a sect of enthnsiasts, and though they were just as

deeply rooted faith of the multltude sufficed to convert every
incident of the pmew Avatar’s life into additional proof of his

divine origin.
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Even the 1111rtyr"s death, which so often closed the career of
such individuals, was but a fresh point of similitude with the
fegend of the Sun-God. Thus it was, after the cartain had failen
oa the earthly portion of the drama, its scene of action was

e skies ; the fervid zeal of partisanship composed

AAAAAA i 3 RLIT BA ) el artisansn R A=

such a biography of the new Avatar as would ¢ fulﬁ.l the scrip-
tures” of polder incarnations, always taking care to make 1t
conform in every particular to the famous solar myth, and thus

C
with an impossible history ; rec dC; of a being, like the woman of
the Apocalypse, clothed with sun, moon, and stars ; a man meta-
morphosed into an astral monster, and a God degraded into an
ideal nian.

Reserving for future sections a more direct application of this

3
the Neroses, we come to the *hre‘, final conﬁguratlons of tbe

astronomers, and closed up the marvellous scheme which their
untiring observations had discovered.

The first of these, after the establishment of the six-hundredth
cycle above referred to, was the precession of the eguinoxes, or
the complete transition of the sun from cne sigh fo another, a

ovement which hag baen hefa

e referred to, and which different
nations recorded as Lccurring hetween the perfods of 2,000 and
2,160 vears. The next most impertant Neros of the astronomical
the precession of the eguinoxes would occasion a complete ©
in the earth’s pelar axis, when the planes of the ecliptic and the
equator would almost coincide ; and, as the result of the tremen-

dous and revulsive physical changes which must necessarily ensue
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upen any given spot of earth, the popular belief obtained that the
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alternate action of flood and fire,

To account for the universality of man’s faith in this terrible
legend, it is necessary to recall the conditions of ignorance which
prevailed in ancient days, concerning the extent of the earth’s
surface, and the variety of its peoples. The population of

ations were accustomed to calculate the effects of any

ot

great physical changes only on that portion of the globe known

to themselves.
Understanding therefore, that the change of the polar axis
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en enly bodies
above alluded to, would bring their own favoured land either into
the desclation of the Arctic north, or sink it to the “ nethermost

regions ” of the south, which their untaught fancy depicted as the
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realms of insufferable fire, they naturally enough conceived the
idea of the earth being destroved by the dreadful alternations of
fire and flood. It was on this basis that the Hindoos constructed
their celebrated doctrine of the fouar ages, “ Yugs,” or cycles of
time, in each of which they taught that the human race woulid
become more and more degenerate, and the earth hasten on,
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This theory re-affirmed the scheme of the Neroses, and the
belief in the alternate destractions and renovaticns of the earth
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by fire and flood at th;

The philcsophers of all ancient nations taught that these
stupendons changes in the polar axis would break up the jcy
regions of the north, submerging the earth beneath a universal
fload, or precipitating what was then the land of the east into the

unknown regions of the south—the land of fire and desoclation,
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also the scene of the fabled Gehenna of Jost souls. The four
great cyclic changes thus deqcrlbed culmmated in the last and
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nomical system, and this was defined as occurring at the e
every twenty-four thousand ycars, when the precession of the
equinoxes would have carried the solar hero through the whole
of the zodiacal constellations. This formed the great astronomical |
year of the ancients, about the close of which clustered every
idea which the wildest flights of the metaphysician could conceive
of, or the heated dreams of fervid enthusiasm image forth.

*The final judgment-day would then arrive ; the elements “melt

with fervent heat, the heavens shrival tocether Iﬂce a scroll 7 and

The visions of an Ezekiel, Dame’l, a nd john, Would find their
realization in the awful wrecks of time and space ; but ““the new
heaven and the new earth” would, pheenix-like, spring up {rom
the ashes of a destroyed world, and the reign o
Messiah would inaugurate the long-promised kingdom of heaven
upon earth, sending creation forward on its path of inconceivable

glory, through the illimitable cycles of eternity.
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SECTION V,
REVIEW OF THIE SADEAN AND HELIOCENTRIC
SYSTEMS,
ArTHOUGH the subjects treated of in the preceding pages may

be familiar enough to those who have carefully studied the
literature and religious systems of the ancients, they are too
strancre to the general mass of readers to be app*ehended readily,

ithout concise methods of narration, and some reiteration.
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It is for these reasons that we have substituted condensed

statements, for the elaborate writings of Dupuis, Volney, Taylor,
nggms \I"tssey, &c., and, with a similar end in view, shall now
scheme which has alre auy been detailed.

If our readers have fully mastered the ideas we have aimed to
present, they may content themselves by passing over the next
few pages ; but, if, on the contrary, they have yet to combine in
one ideal grasp the full proportions of the astonishing and
elaborate system touched upon, it may assist the mind to rehearse
its principal features in the following brief compendium :—

The ancients evidently believed that “ the skies ” formed the
plane upon which the whole order of creation, providential
government, iaw and being, both here and hereafter, were mapped

ont ; and religion, to their apprekension, consisted in t

,
e

of this grand chart, and its application to human life and actions.
In this belief, the sun, as the largest and most powerful of the
heav enly bodles, was the central figure, and constituted the mascu-
he creative energy, and the source and
giver, as well as the ruler and sustainer, of life,

The moon, as the next in size and importance of the * celestial
host,” was the symbol of the feminine principle, and was invested
with the attributes of maternity.

The stars which clustered round the sun’s path, called the
Ecliptic, were grouped into constellations, named after the
activitics seasonable to the several months of the year, invested
with an imaginary correspondence between moral and physical
attributes, and their whole groupings arranged into a consecutive
legend, which formed the solar drama enacted by the sun’s
passage throogh them during the twelve subdivisions, or months
of the year. Perhaps the ancients would never have carried their
tdeas beyond the fanciful symbolism growing out of the sun’s
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sigins, and the moral
correspondence in which they seemed to read the destiny of man,
here and hereafter, had they not made the discovery that the sun
every year crossed the vernal equinox 5z seconds of a degree
later than on the preceding year, thus proving beyond all doubt,
or peradventure, cither that the sun was falling back on the plane
of the echptie, or that the stars, through which his pathway lay,
were advancing.

This discovery, since called *“ the precession of the equinoxes,”
compelled them to alter the many feasts and ceremontals which

they had established in reference to the seasons, and oth
of the sun’s annual journey. In process of ages, however, the
records of past generations compelled the belief that the whole
of the astral and solar orbs were in motion, and that various

complicated movements, differing in speed and direction, were
censtantly transpiring between the sun, moon, and stars, as well

as in their relation to the earth, and the physical changes which
they produced upon its surface. The sum of all these stupendous
discoveries ultimated in establishing, in unknown ages of the
remotest antiquity, the heliocentric system, sometimes called the
Neroses, or cyclic periods. These Neroses were divisions of
time into periods marked by some great change or notable con-
junction in the heavenly bodies, at each of which it was assumed
corresponding changes must ensue upon earth, also in the attitude

of Delty towards man, and t}
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5 of man and his planet.

As the ancient mode of dividing up the year into months was
regulated by the moon, the cycles were formed of ¢ luni-solar ”
periods, and the first marked change, or Neros, occurred at or
about the end of nineteen years, when the sun had receded a
special section of a degree on the plane of the ecliptic. The next
Neros of great importance was fixed at the close of every six
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hundred years, when the sun and moon appeared in the heavens
in that particular conjunction or direct line, which, to the figura-
tive imagination of the ancients, suggested the idea of a new
divine birth—the advent or renewed incarnation of the “Scn of
God,” from whence, by correspondence between the earth and
the skies, 1t was inferred that the newlyborn Avatar was to
descend to earth, be born of a woman, and thus hecome both
God and man ; that his mission in this mysterious incarnation
was to reform the world, establish a new sect, set a fresh exam_ple

death in human form, become a Jmp*ntom qflcrzﬁce to an
offended Deity for the sins of a degraded and degenerate race,
All the “incarnate gods” of antijuity were claimed to be bora
only after the masculine symbol of Deity, the sun, and his
feminine counterpart, the moon, had thus appeared in heavenly

coniunction.,  This was on (éw hefare noted) at the Neros of
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the six hundredth year; and if the earth did not at that period
furnish any individual, pure and powerful enough to become the
hero of the great solar legend, a fictitious history was invented,
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and after ages, formad just as good a substratum of
ecclesiastical his
afforded.

After a sufficient time had elapsed to revive the cvelic

a
ory as a genuine earth-born mortal could have

legend, give birth to a new sect, permit the hero of the skies to
return to his blest abode in heaven, and sit at the right hand
of Cod as judge of the dead, his history was published ahbroad, and
the old religion revived to fit the new incarnation, but always in
such a form as would exactly accord with the famous solar
legend, and prove the late Avatar fo have been an actual imper-
sonation of the sun in bis annual journey through the twelve
zodiacal signs.
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The next important Neros was celebrated at the end of every

2,160 years, when the sun had passed completeh throuvh one

su
to a g
shippers to alter the date of their feasts, and change the symbols
by which they signified the seasons.

The next Neros occurred at the end of very six thousand
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earth’a polar axis as to brmg the east and west to the place
formerly occupled by the north and south.

In this tremendous physical change, the inevitabie breaking up
of what must have once been the Arctic and Antarctic regions,

and the congenuent mPTnncr of the ice-fields, wonld ﬂr\rpqqqniv
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submerge large portions of the earth beneath those immense
floods, which were analogous, in the 1magination of the ancients,
to its complete destruction by water. As the Neros of six

thnnneand vear
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his long solar journey through the whole of the twelve censtella-
tions, so the ancients divided up a grand astroncmical year of
twenty-four thousand solar years, into four cycles of six thousand

L s

d.uu fractional La s

each., Tk were their four erand aces
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)

of the carth’s present life, at the close of which the last and
most stupendous of zall the Neroses set in—namely, the comple-
tion of the astronomical year of twenty-four, or with the fractions
allowed for, twenty-five thousand solar years, when the sun would
return to the sign from whence he set out; when the end of all
created things would ensve, followed by a general judgment, a
millennial reign, and all the Apocryphal paraphernalia of ““the
new heaven and the new earth” before alluded to.

In the brief summary herewith presented of the heliocentric

agvctam wa miet rat he 1ind
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now understood by moderns, We only point to its existence,
and the relations it bore to those theological principles, which
have since been claimed to proceed from the direct revelation of
God and ¢ His only-begotten Son.” Whilst all ancient nations
entertained the idea of dividing time by solar and astral phenomena,
their means of making correc ations were far more limite
than they are in the present age of scientific attainment. The
system of Neroses, taught by the Chaldeans, Hindoos, Egyptians,
Siamese, Chinese, Greeks, Romans, &c., although approximating
within a few years of each other in resuits, and dividing up the
recurrence of eclipses and other celestial phenomena upon
generally correct modes of observation, were still variable in the

calculation of long periods, and depended for data mainly on the

records that were transmitted from generation to generation
'F‘.-.._ 1uns wr Ta s nimsmbs smraws Vazsiole Al e Ao blosa FITS AN
FRR W (.I. ) AT ANCIENs WEre avisn and lllU.Ciﬂthj U.lL- 11 LLiCIL

efforts to transmit the results of their observations to posterity
by means of splendid monuments, engraved zodiacs, planispheres,
and colossal imagery, temples, and inscriptions—the records of
which, as before remarked, transcend in value and authenticity
any, or all, of the more perishable records of later times. To

antiquity bear indisputable record—that is, that every form of
tl.eological belief has been derived from the impersonation of
astronomical signs and the motions of the heavenly bodies.

The more diligently we search into the source of theological
afnrmatlons. the more 1nev1tably we are driven to the conclusmn

ideas only. Thus, the ancients taught that day md mght as the

symbols of good and evil, must be ruled over by good and evil

angels, All the divisions of time, like the hours and seasons,
D
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though founded upon astral order, were assumed to have a moral
correspondence in hu,ma“ action, and be influenced by tutelary
asrrrmle Fommes tha wmanbeeae o8 Tirled e o deiods s £

angels 1roml e réadns o1 :dAgnt O Jdarkness. The udys oi tne

week were dedicated to planets, which subsequently became
identified with the gods supposed to rule them. Months were
but the records of lunar journeys ; seasons, the milestones which
marked the solar highway ; Neroses of years, centuries, and ages,
were regarded as incidents in the life and labours of a sun deity ;
and the whole order of the heavens constituted the scenes, acts,

and personages of a grand drama, in which the earth was the
stage, the.constellations the a’mmaﬁs persone, infinity the scene,

is the play, composed of its legends and myths impersonated.

Gen. Hitchcock, in his fine work on Biblical Astronomy,
called ¢ Christ the Spirit,” says :—

“The Chinese, Siamese, Syrians, Assyrians, Tyrians, Pheoeni-
cians, Babylonians, and Chaldeans, understood and recorded
their knowledge of the heliocentric system of cycles as accurately
as did the Hindoos, Egyptians, or the more modern Greeks and
Romans. Indeed, Baillie, Higgins, Faber, and Cassini the astro-
nomer, consider that the Siamese possessed a more accurate
knowledge of the Neroses, and calculated them with greater
exactitude than even the Egyptians.”

Be this as it may, the parity of the scheme in all lands, and
its result in a legendary system of universal belief, can no longer
be doubted. Even if the astronomical basis of the myth could
he proved incorrect, the universality of its acceptance, and its
correspondence with the apparent motions of the heavenly
bodies, remain untouched, and afford a clue to the source of ail
religious beliefs, from the authority of which, in point of unity

and design ZFiere can be no dissent, Modern science may invali-
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date the worth of antigue deductions, but it cannot affect the

source of the faith, nor the universality of its acceptance as the
corner-stone upon which every religious system has been upreared.
Vale, the American astronomer, says :—

“The celebrated walls of Babylon were, as Berosus, the
Assyrian historian, intimates, constructed to meet the awful
emergencies of that universal flood which had occurred betore,
and, according to the system of the Neroses, must recur every other
six thousand years. Thus, the mysterious towers on its walls
were evidently designed as places of refuge, when the plains of
Shinar should be overwhelmed with the expected deluge, and
their distracted inhabitants flee to the great city for safety.”

This explains the remarkable significance of the famous Tower,
of Belus (Babel), wherein the builders, by its concentric circles,
designed to symbolize the great serpent of the skies, or the sun
in Scorpio, when, after descending through its seven concentric
rings or cycles of ages, it must arrive at the Antarctic circle, at
the last point of which was to ensue the final destruction of the
earth by fire or water,  One thing is certain—the ancient Chal-
deans, five thousand years age, anticipated our discoveries 1 the
remains of tropical plants and fossils at the Arctic regions, and
DIov ved uy their u:’;‘r.u.uluu:a, monumental rCUiG s, and {.ue»uuBi
myths, that they realized the changes that the Neroses would bring
in the direction of the polar axis, and that they knew, to a posi-
tive certainty, that the lands of the Orient they then inhabited
had once been submerged by Arctic flooeds, and would yet
become the\molar regions, when, as Berosus declared, “ the land
would be shrduded by the awful gloom of a long, unlighted, and
tempestuous winter, whilst the benignant rays of the sun-god
would only illuminate the earth feebly, during the reign of what
had once been the joyful season of almost forgotten summers.”
In these words the old Assyrian bistorian predicted that the
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the desolate regions of the Poigs, anda wna
and siv months of feebly—illummated summer would prove ‘‘ the
awful judgment” under which the earth would groan during the
anticipated season of the much-dreaded six thousandth Neros.
The Chaldean luni-solar, or heliocentric system, represented that
the first period of the earth, when their own land was ac%:@‘fﬁy on

the temperate line, above tha equator, was the golden age of

< a1 mmm BT ~ory 3
humanity, during which all was b}uum and bheauty, fertility and

plenty, and man, in correspondence with his earth, was gentle,
good, and happy. The earth was then “a garden of Eden.”
The first change produced by the Neroses of 6,000 years, resulted
in a flood, followed by a gradual restitution of things; a second
age, less fortunate and happy than the first, was succeeded by a
second cataclysin at the next Neroses through the action of fire; a
third period of alternate rehabilitation and destruction of man
and his planet ensued, followed by a fourth epoch (styled by the
ancient Hindoos “ Yugs,” by the Egyptians Neroses, or Cycles),
and man enters the present existing order of things, denominated
by all antique philosophers # the iron age,” or the culminating
period of the earth’s present existence, and the close of the great
astronomical year of 24,000 solar yeqrs
Interpreters of the Pible who rcalize that it
measure, an astronomical and mythlcal work, will understand
that the visions of Daniel, Ezekiel, and the author of the
Apocalypse, receive from these premlses a totally d]fferent mode

lL T

it 15, In a great

or
)

ey

of explanation to that which the 1 C

tions would convey.
They write in the true Chaldean spirit of the Neroses, and aim

at depicting in allegorical language celestial conflicts hetween
antagonistic constellations with the hero of the skies, the mighty
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sun. ‘They caleulate the approaching changes in the celestial
and physical universe upon the basis of the Neroses, and whilst
the personages of their grand dramas
planets, and sateliites, the destinies of men are so intermixed with
the hierarchies of natural and spiritual forces, that nothing but
an understanding of the cyclic system, with all its complicated
machinery of correspondence, could throw any light on its
mystic utterances.

Besinnin

Beginning w

ing the sun, as the deific hero of the skies, contending with the
antagonistic principles of good and evil, impersonating every

with the order an
it OT{er arv

11 widie

star and every element in nature, and combining the whole into
one grand scheme of correspondence with the lifc and destiny of
man ; dividing the celestial motions into periods which also found
an exact correspondence in the physical changes of the globe,
and elaborating this wonderful and complicated scheme through
the successive generations of thousands of years of time, the
whole, coloured and bhﬂp@d by the fervid mentahty of Orlental

wide faith, or that the facts of astronomy deepened into a religion
so stupendous and wrought into the nature of succeeding genera-
tions, that not all the promptings of common sense, reason,
evidence, and scicntific demonstration have proved sufficient to
dethrone its empire over the human mind ?

We shgll conclude this necessarily very brief and much abridged
accoun®of the stupendous system under consideration by a few
extracts from certain authoritative writers, whose views on the

Neroses are worth recording. Godfrey Higging, on page 245 of
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the mode in which Eusebius and the Christian Fathers settled the
times of the festivals, the birth of John, Jesus. &c. All this
dovetails perfectly with the astronomical theories of Dupuis, and
into what the learned Spaniard, Alphonso the Great, satd—* That
the adventures of fesus are all depicted in the . mstellations ;' mto
what Jacob is reported to have said—* That the fortunes of his
Jamily were vead in the stars;’ also into what Isaiah said—
$ That the heavens were a book’—a statement believed by the
Cabalists, who divided the stars into letters.”

In a very elaborate review of biblical astronomy, and the
only half-perfect way in which Josephus and other Jewish writers
understood the cyclic systein, Godirey Higgins shows how
thoroughly the biblical writers meant to designaie cycles when
they wrote of persons. The Jews computed the first great Neros
at 608 instead of 6Ooo years. As this gave many Incorrect
renderings, Higgins deems that the myth of - Joshua stopping the
course of the sun and moon was a correction of the cycle of 6¢8

vears, and he concludes his arguments in these words :—

“The Bible says, about a day. At that time each degree, or
72 years, represented a cycular day, the solar year being then
calculated at 360 days only. Every festival then would fall back
or sfop a day in about 72 years.

“The circumstance of the moon being sfopped, as well as the
sun, is allusive to the double cycle of sun and moon. It wasa
threwing back of the luni-solar period. If this were not so, why
should Joshua stop #he moon? Surely the sun gave light enough
without the moon! But why argue at all? I suppose nobody 15
50 weak in these days as to take the letter of the text literally.”

In a long dissertation on the allegorical sense implied in the
name, character, and writings of Isaiah, the learned author of
the * Anacalypsis” shows that a similar correction of an erroneous-
calculation of the Neroses is implied in the cabala of Isalah
pretending to make #e shadotw on the sun-dial go back ten degrees.
He says :—
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“The cycles would renquire correcting after several revolutions,
and we find Isaiah making the shadows go back ten degrees on
the sun-dial of Ahaz. This is nothing but a similar eorrection of
the Neroses, occurring at the era attributed to the reign of
Hezekiah, when the correction of the cycle retarded the coming

nemod of evil, which would ensne in Hezekiah's reign, ten

After very elaborately showing that the Hebrew compilers of
the Old Testament had endeavoured to define the cycles as the
Hindoos did, and represent the different Neroses as the advent

G.u.,.'..iJ.__.. PN | O.A,-:l‘..._.-\ e .'_,..-.._....&L P ol [ TT: G.u-.
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“ 1 before stated that the first cycle was placed at the birth
of Enoch, This cycle only fulfilled half the period—for God
took Zim at 365 years—making the other half-cycle a lapse, for
the corrections gecessary. The cycle being incomplete, and
dying out, in ord§r to make corrections, Enoch did not dte, but
God fook hime. . . . ‘The second cycIe ended with the birth
of Noah ; the third with Noah’s leaving the ark, he being then
600 years old. The fourth ended about the time of Abraham,
who was alse Isaac, which name signifies joy, gladness, laughter,
so-called becavse he was the new incarnation or saviour, nef
because his mother laughed af God. . . . The fifth Jewish
cycle ends when the Samaritans say Joshua or Jesus (the names
are one) brought the ark to Shiloh, . . . The Jews, like the
Hindoos, had many saviours, or Incarnations, or persons in whom
a portion of divine wisdom was thought to be incarnate.” . .

“ The next cycle must be that of Ehas, or Elijah—The Lord
God,” according to Calmet and Croden—that is, it means to say,
an incarnation of the Zeus of the Greeks, or “the solar power.’
He left his prophetic power to Elisha, which Calmet and Cruden
say means, ‘the Lamb of God,” or Azrewes, the next sign to
Taurus, Wh;(..h means th- sun,” . .

“ 1t seems that the Blule was a collectxon of secret writings,
known only to the chief priests, probably first exposed to the
public eye by Piolemy Philadelphus, 246 years before Christ, when
he caused the Pentateuch to be translated.”
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“T feel little doubt that the publication of the Jewish writings
was forced, as #he Jews ddaim, by Ptolemy.” . . . “After
they were once translated and published abroad, there would be no
longer any use in keeping them secret, and copies of the original
would be multiplied. . . . At the Babylonian captivity thcv
were not destroyed, because the desolation of Palestine happened
at two different periods, so that one part of ths people preserved
the sacred books in their temple when all was Jurnt in the temple
of the other.”

“QOf the hero of the eighth age it is said in our version, Z7us
saith the Lovd fo s anointed Cyrus, whose right land I jhave
holden, &ec., &¢. . . . The cighth pericd began about 6oo
years, then, before Christ.  The ninth began, as the Siamese say,
with Christ.” . . .,

In the Classical fournal, vol. xix., p. 72, the Rev. Mr. Faber,
a strong partisan for all the affirmations and claims of the
Christian religion, makes the statement that Melchizedec was
thought to be an incarnation of the Son of God. He wdds :(—

“It was contended that every extraordinary personage whose
office it was to reclaim or instruct mqnizmdwnq an ¢ Avatar,’ or
descent from the Godhead.”

Again, he says :—

“ Adam, Enoch, and Noah, might in appearance be different
persons, but they were rea]lv the self-same divine man, animating
different human bodies.”

Now, unless the Rev. Mr. Faber be a re-incarnationist, and a
disciple of Allen Kardec, the French spiritist and teacher of re-
incarnation, he comes to precisely the same conclusion reached
by the profoundest students who have studied the Oriental
doctrines of the cycles, and who all contend that Adam, Noah,
Enoch, &c., &c., were imaginary beings, representative of the
different ages, or cycles, known to have existed in the early history
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of mankind,  Again, Mr. Higgins wrtes on page 283 of
“ Anacalypsis " ;—

* There are few readers who will be surprised that 1 should
look back to an existent state of the globe at a very remote
period, 1 allude to a time when the angle of the plane of the
ecliptic with that of the eguator was much larger than it is now,
the effect of which would be to increase the heat in the polar
vegions, and make it a comfortable place of residence. This
easily accounts for the remains of tropical plants found in those
regions.” :

“ Every appearance of this kind is easily accounted for as the
effect of that periodical motion of the earth, which, if continued,
will bring the plane of the ecliptic and eguator to coincide, and
in process of time to become atsight angles to one another.”

“The circumstance of the animals of the torrid zone being
found in the high latitudes near the poles, is itself a proof to an
unprejudiced mind that the time must have been when, by the
passage of the sun on the plane of the ecliptic, his line of move-
ment must T .ve been much nearer the poles than now ; hence,
those which are now the northern regions must have had a tem-
perate climate,” . .

Mr, Higgins has furnished a large amount of valuable matter
on the heliccentric system and biblical astronomy. Bryant,
Baillie, Basnage, the authors of “Asiatic Researches,” * Universal
History,” “ L'Origin de tous les Cultes,” “La Cité Antique,”
&c., &c., have all contributed valuzble information on the same
subject ; but though we must now bring our review of this subject
to a close, and only renew it incidentally in connexion with other
matter, we have giver our readers a fair and authoritative com-
pendium of the whole subject, and for the more elaborate details
of a system to which the history of all ancient nations has contri-
buted, we refer the scholar to the numercus authentic writers
above mentioned, or the many others quoted in these pages.
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SECTION VL
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ORIGIN OF ALL RELIGIONS IN INDIA—BOUDHA.

WiuoLE libraries have been written on the subject of the ancient
man’s religious opinions.  Unfortunately for the cause of truth,
these important topics have cither been treated of in books too
voluminous to be placed within the reach of the ordinary reader,

ave been distorted by the hwotrv and arrogant assump-
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a sect,
honour and glory of some form of creedal faith. Thus the only
class of men whose educational advantages qualify them to
become authorities on these all-important subjects—namely,
college-bred ministers of the Christian religion—are generally the
most unscrupulous libellers of all systems but their own, and the
chief promoters of those un-Christian teachings which denounce,
~ with all the bitterness of sectarian bigotry, the antigus faiths, on
which their own is upreared.

The aim of this treatise being to avoid the Scylla and
Charybdis presented by both these barriers=tg*the diffusion of
knowledge on religious subjects, we shall offer that which we have
to say in the most compendious possible form, and prove our

Ela s vnmod mandk e bl pdbndasnnio A asatliasdia srsedboss athhnr than
LT ELLFSL )d.l.l, CHL LiFC oLldlCLEITLIILY UL A BLLITHILIG. YWILLE 1D, LlallllTl LRldr:
by presenting views of our own. In this spirit we approach that

most ancient form of faith, cherished by one of the earliest of
nations, Hindostan.

Without entering in this place upon the guestion of India’s
claims to priority, we take ground with most of the learned
Orientalists in the belief that the civilization of Hindostan
ascends into higher periods of antiquity than that of any other
historic nation, and that it was from the metaphysical specula-
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tions of her early sages that the first elements of the celebrated
astronomical re}igion were derived.

originate, the behef in one Supreme Being, called Brahm a word
which signifies the void, or space; also the doctrine of the
Trinity, or three subordmate emanations from the First Great
Cause—namcd, from t
Creator ; Vishnu, the Preserver; and Siva, the Destroyer and
Re-producer. The Hindoos also taught of a paradisaical garden;

the disobedience and fall of man ; the alternate destruction and

+the
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renovation of the.sufth by fire and flood ; the belief in the soul’s
immortality ; the doctrines of good and evil; rewards and punish-
ments hereafter, and, what is more pertinent to our present
researches, the division of time into “ Yugs” or “Cycles,” defined
by astronomical observations, and the incarnation of Deity in the
person of earth-born God-men, at different periods of time,
he movem
be unnecessary o discuss the question whether the Hindoos were
the first authors of this system; 1t is enough that no other nation
can point to existing evidences in the form of wonderful
sculptures, monuments, and scriptures of high antiquity, and that
all these refer to stil earlier ages, in which the specialties of the
astronomical religion are constantly found. The * Mahabharata,”
an ancient poem, which the Brahmins assert to have been in exis-
tence at least 6,000 years ago (a claim which Wilkins, the learned

Sanscrit scholar, considers to be not altogether unfounded)-
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descants u gpon all the :apcudl {eatures of Lucmu”‘y’ Ove Enume-
rated, It also refers to the heliocentric system, makes mention of
past incarpations of the solar power, or gods born into mortal
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forms, and assigns dates for these incarnations in connexion with
the cyclic system of Neroses.
The most lmportant feature in Hindeco theology is this doctrine

o account Ul. lLb liLqLiCIlL recar-

rence in accordance with the ancient solar legend, but because
the Christians founded their stupendous system of ecclesiasticism
on the assumption that the incarnation of thixr “Leord and
Saviour, Jesus Christ,” was a part of an 0rz'¢grz;nai scheme, acted
out within the last nineteen centuries of time, for the especial
behoof of those who conld believe that he was the only-begatten
Snn of God; that he descended to earth to be born, through the
maternity of a pure virgin, for fhe first time in fuman Fistory, at
Palestine, some 1889 years ago ; furthcrmore that belief in these

claims 1§ essential to man’

whether these claims are true or false, they are certainly of a
very important character, and their authentlczty is calculated to
produce immeasurably important consequences upon the race.

'T‘ A RDoan Dabawt Tas T - - S o g,
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these words ;—

“ The #ime assigned for the historical origin of Christianity is,
the three first centuries from the reign of the Roman Emperor
Augustus.  Any continuance of the history after that time would
De unnecessary to prove the origin of the system, as any proof
of fis existerice before thal time would be fatal to the originality
challenged for 1.~ Fide Diegests. )

As the Hindoo systems of incarnation exactly meet this case,
and actually publish abroad to the whole earth all the essential
features of the scheme claimed by Christianity to be original,
and follow it up with successive procofs recorded during thousands
of years prior to the advent of Christianity, it is manifest that the

best interests of the Christians themselves—in fact, we might say,
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of the whole human race—demand a thorough investigation of
the enormous claims put forth on the one side, and so deter-
minately denied on the o

Without entering into the complicated systems of Hindoo
theology, we must notice those features deemed, for the above-
named reasons, so highly important-——namely, the several claims
of its incarnate gods. Hindoo scriptures, supported by the abui-
dant sculptures and temples of Hindostan, teach that Vishnu, the
second person of the Hindoo Trinity, has been incarnated in an
earthly form some nine times. The first of these incarnations
was called Boudha, the last but one, or eighth, Chrishna ; and as
the legends clustering around these sacred personages are the
most striking and best authenticated of the whole scheme, it is to
their hlstories that we shall chiefly confine our attention. The
first Boudha of the Hindoos must not be confounded with a per-

sonage of the samekqmo Gauotama Buddha, who appeared as

]TQ(‘_{# 1"“\ f T. 200 Yvearg hﬂ'Fﬁ'!‘ﬁ t
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year
era ; others deem at a sti’” later period.®

e Boudha Sakia Mouni,” or Gautama, alleged to be the ninth
incarnation of Vishnu, was supposed to be born at Nepaul, of
royal parentage, and was of cowrse named BDoudha, rather in
accordance with his prophetic pretensions and reformatory

mission, than as receiving that name from his parents. Boudha,

H

signifying a saint, or the enlightenad one, was a name published
abroad and honoured as the first incarnation of Vishnu, for
probably more than five thousand years before the Christian era.
As the Boudha Sakia ¢ more recent date leaves a history behind
im, which in no way connects itsell kE‘XCEpL Uy a confusion of
names and persons) with the original of that sobriquet, or bears
any affinity with the earlier incarnations of Vishnu, we shall pass

* Boudha signifies a saint, or sainted personage, and is not a name.
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over his record as not essential to the purposes of this treatise,
and call the reader s atiention to the most ancient founder o
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Forbes, in his “ Oriental Memoirs,” vol. lii., says:

“ The oldest mythology of which we have a.y record is that of
the Boudha of the Eastern nations, amongst whom are to be
found all the doctrines above described—i.e., the doctrines of
the later Christian faith.”
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Godfrey Higgins's *“ Anacalypsis,” it s said, in
relation to blood offerings as sacrifices :—

“Tradition states that in the earliest times no bloody sacrifices
took place there; and amongst the Buddhists, who are the oldest
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and they have constituted a majority of she inhabitants of the
world” . . .

In his fifth book (* Anacalypsis ") Mr, Higgins writes :—

¥ The time is now arrived to enter upon an examination of the

doctrines of the celebrated Boudha of India, the foundation of all
the myths of the Western nations, as well as those of Chtishna, and
from these two woere supplied most of the swperstitions which
became engrafted into the religion of Jesus Christ. 1 shall show

that Boudha and Chrishna were only renewed incarnations of

the same Being, and that Being the solar power, or a principle

symbolized by the sun, Boudha being the name of the sun in

Taurus, the Bull; and 'Chrishna being the samic solar power when

(by the precession of the equinoxes) the sun receded into the

sign of Aries, the Ram, or as it was termed by later writers, the
T r:tmh "

Mons. Creuzer, in his celebrated work “ Religions de L’Anti-

“The name and character of Boudha are purely astronomical
His birth, through the Virgin Maia, has direct reference to the
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could not have taken place in less than 2,160 years, and the
religion of Chrishna, the Sun in Aries, has been in vogue for at
least 3,000 years, we may form some idea of the extreme antiquity
of the ancient Buddhist system. Again, on page 201 of the
# Anacalypsis,” we find these words :—

“The Rev. Mr. Maurice has given a long and particular
account of the ten grand Avatars or incarnations of the god of
the Hindoos, . . %*. Boudha was universally allowed to be the
first of these incarnations ; that of Chrishna was the eighth.* At
the era of the biri.: of Christ, nine of these incarnations had
.appeared on earth, and another was expected to follow before
the end of the Cali Yug, or, the then present cycle.

“All the Hindoo incarnations were born—or, rather, their
appearances noted to occur—at the close of the six-hundredth
Neros ; hence, from Boudha (the sun in Taurus) to the cighth
_mcamatlon Chrishna (or the sun in Aries) was a period of over
2,160 years, . . . Between the Brahmins and Buddhists
'there exists the _greatest conceivable enmity. . . . Yet
Boudha 1s allowed by his enemies the Brahmins to have been a
divine Avatar, and the Bull of the Zodiac was his emblem. He
is described as IMivine Wisdom——the Sun in Taurus. This is the
FIrRST Boudha, 0. incarnation of Divine Wisdom, by many Brah-
‘mins opposed, because they confound him with a later personape,
to whom the same name was given. In fact, Boudha, or #ze zise,
seems to have been the appellation of a doctrme assumed by
many persons at different periods of time. Rev. Mr. Faber

* Gautama Buddha is by some writers called the ninth incarnation,
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thinks that this one person is supposed to have been mcarnated
rant Firnmac ard frermm FhAae 1“ L Supuitty, S o .
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miother of the Grcck Mercury, in which Maia somretimes typifies
the Sea, the Mother of Forms, and sometimes the Month of May.

The followers of Boudha claim for him no earthly father, but
an immaculate conception, through a royal moﬂ‘lex, and a ray of

freavenly light.  After a long dissertation on the character,
history, and attributes of the esginal Boudha, Higgins makes use
of these remarkable words :(—

Boudha passed his infancy in innocent sports, and vet he is
n

described as an es#jicer.  In his manhood, he had severe
contests with wicked snoirits, and finally he was nut to death, we

p LWL 3 R W e Rl o s T A e prAu ivuiiy

shall find, by .:‘f’m:z_;‘ian, descended into hell, "nd re-ascended
into heaven.”

their peculiar doctrines, it may not be entirely unimportant to
know that their original model was neither more nor less than a
negra; inshort, the Christ who, eighteen hundred and eighty-nine
years ago, was assumed to have been born of the Supreme Being
and the Blessed Virgin Mary, has derived the principal item of
his history from the #he woolly-haired, thick-lipped black Boudha,
who at a period of not less than five thousand years before the
advent of his renowned Jewish imitator, was born of a ray of
light, through the maternity of the “blessed virgin ” Maia, other-
wise the Sea, Marie, Mare, or Mary,

In confirmation of these statements, we shall now cite somne
fragments of an immense mass of testimony, combining to show

that the first of the IHindoo Avatars——the most ancient Boudha
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inimical to the claims of a divine revelation and special originality
for the similar story of Christ. Des p!tc the attempts of meek
Christians, and gentle ¢
hide, or brow-beat the gend of Chrishna out of popular circula-
tion, it has still gained ground, and a continued succession of
Eastern discoveries, published far and wide through the pages of
our cheap popular literature, have at lengih narrowed down the
formidable ranks of partisanship to the plain common sense
gnestion, which is the original and which is the copy?  That the
claims of Christianity should be reduced to the forlorn hope of
maintaining all its high and time-honoured pretensions only, on

the condition of proving the history of Chrishna to be an impos-

P P N TR S v oAb e A o ariatnal cakhara e
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seem a more astounding revelation in our generation than its

plan of redemptlon would appear to any shrewd, intelligent
savage who listened to its recital for the first time ; but if our
readers wili be pleased to recall the earlier pages of this little
work, especially where they are illuminated by the rays of glory
which stream up from the antique heads of a Boudha, Wittoba,

cc., &c., they will find that Chrishna only sets the seal upon a
hlstory already too thoroughly known and apprehended to be
much longer mistaken,

Chrishna is not the only Gorgon's head which Christianity
cannot look upon and live ; nevertheless, this Avatar forms such
a remarkable link in the chain of pr{)of as to where our religious
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features of his myth, and reiterate the question, which is the
original and which the copy ?

Following out the plan pursued in former sections, we shall
draw the materials of our prezent memoir from such authoritative
sourceb, as will commend themselves to the reader’s acceptance
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We have ircquently rcferred to a work entitled f Asiatic

icened ahnnt THRA in

F\CG')T"(‘]'\QC [l v f\]l‘l!'\"\\ﬂﬂl'l: masg ﬂ+ WwWrl 23
feshohvsc § LU0 Lun D odaadasS Vi Fiaa demy AT G 83

o u’ Ve FAfavaziaada (R Y

sixteen volumes. Since its first publication, it has been revised,
and added to by several authoritative writers, especially by Sir
William Jones, one of the most learned Oriental scholars of the
age, and President of the Asiatic Scciety, Fine editions of this
great work are now to be found in most of the public libraries.

Iris from a copy, in the magnificent Asiatic collection in
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written by Sir William Jones :—

“That the name of Chrishna, and the general outbne of his
story were long anterior to the birth of onr Saviour, and probably
o the time of Homer, we know very certainly.

““In the Sanscrit dlctlonar}, compiled mere than f o z‘/mzcm/ ad

. N I S P
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of a v1rgm and miraculously escaping in his infancy from the

reigning t}rant of hl:, country. . .
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the life of Chrishna. Chrishna, the incarnate deity of the Sanscrit
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women. The sect who adore him with enthusiastic and almost
exclusive devotion have broached a doctrine which they maintain

we't';i--f“ nrrav-vw_\cvc__f'l‘\ T'\D Was r}1cf‘1hf‘f‘ 'F'rr\m '1” %hﬂ A""\f""‘l?‘(_‘ whe
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had only a portion of his divinity, whereas Chrishna was the

person of Vishnu (God) himself, in a human form.
“Chricshna was }’\phpvrri to h"vr:- heen horn from the left
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intercostal rib of a virgin, of the royal hine of Devaci. He passed
a life of a most incomnprehensible nature,

a most incomprehensible natu

““ His hirth was concealed through fear of the tyrant Cansa, as
it had been predicted that one born at that time, in such a family,
would destroy him.  He was fastered, therefore, in Mathura, hy
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an honest herdsman surnamed Ananda.

“Chrishna, when a boy, slew the terrible serpent Caliyaga,
with a number of other serpents and monsters.  He saved multi-
tudes partly by his arms and partly by his miraculous powers.

‘““ He raised the dead, descending for that purpose to the lowest
regions, . . . He washed the feet of the Bramins and
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preachied very nobly indeed and sublimely, but always in their
favour.”—(* Asiatic Researches on the Gods of Greece, Italy,
U I S, D & Y

41l 1ndi

&

Mrs, Lydia Maria Child, in her admirable and most rever-
ential work, entitled, * Progress of Religious Ideas,” gives an
extended account of the life, character, and attributes of the
celebrated Hindoo Avatar, Chrishna, This excellent writer

quotes Sir William Jones in the * Asiatic Researches,” at great
length, but the following fragments of history, the learned
authoress derives from other sources : —

“Next to the Vedas and the code of Menuy, the most ancient
and venerated of the sacre ed books of the Hindoos are the

Ramavansg
Ramayana,
Vishau in th orm of Chrishna. Bmmms attrlbute it to Vyasa

*
and say it was written before the commencement of the Cali
Vo, conseauently more than five thousand vears ago. Willsing

AR AR Y S Ll [P AL So [4 - R L S R et S

thinks there is satisf .cory evidence of its being at least four
thousand years old. bcriptures on the old rock temples prove
that the Bramins have not assigned too great antiquity to cither
of these poems.

“The Mahabharata contains 2 celebrated episode called the
Bhagavat (eeta, containing the life of Chrishna, It relates
the history and conversations of Vishnu, while on earth, in the

form of Chrishna”

In vol. i, page 60, Mrs. Child comments on the history of
Chrishna in these words :—

“ The Vishnuites split into two . sects, One is more devoted
to Vishno in the form of Rama ; the other helieves that his
eighth incarnation, in the form of Chrlshna, 1s the most poetic
and remarkable. The Bramins date it before the Cali Yug—
that is, more than five thousand years agoe. Sir William Jones
supposes 1t to have peen writien one thousand four hundred and

fifty-one years before Christ.”
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guestion, but as it abounds with Hindoo metaphor and romantic
accounts of various miracles evidently in accordance with the
history of the sun-god, our readers will be just as well informed
upon the subject by the extracts given from Sir Willlam Jones
and those that follow, as if we rendered the entire of the famous
Hindoo romance. '

Mrs, Child notes that representations of ke wiother and child,
the fight of ihe holy family by wuight, and the slaughter of the
innocents, by order of the tyrant Cansa, are sculptured on the
walls of most of the temples dedicated to this Avatar. She
describes the famous legend of the slaughter of the innocents

thus :—

et T\’rawhwhﬂp a prr’\ﬁhpﬂ
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¢ voice }:mﬂ told Cansa, ‘ The boy who
is dc,stmed to destm}, thee i

s born, and now Liv 7' As soon as
ers *hzf all the male children thratigh-
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+dom sheould be put to death,  Among the scu ?nmreq
in the cave-temple at Dlephanta is a conspicuous figure with a
drawn sword, surrounded by slaughtered infants, in allusion to
this part-of Chrishna’s history.”

Later on, this authoress says (—

~

“One of the titles of Chrishna s, * Dar
¢ Liherator from the Serpent, Dmth In alIuszon to th1s the
image of Chrishna is sometimes seen sculptured in the folds_» of a
serpent that is biting his foot, sometimes treading victeriously on

its head.”
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From the Bhagavat Geeta, the following sentences are given
as examples of the conversations between Chrishna and his

disciple, Arjun :—

1 am the Lord of all, create
evident by my own power, and as often a

ted beings, T am made
s there is a decline of
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virtue and an inswrrection of vice and injustice in the world, I
make myself evident. Thus [ appear from age to age, for the
preservation of the just, the destruction of the wicked, and the
establishment of virtue. .

“1 am animated with egual benevolence towards all beings.
I know neither hatred nor predilection ; but those who adore me
‘devoutly, are in me, and I in them. Zwven 4e who has sinned,
if he adore wme only, is reputed wvivtwons., e will immediately
have a just soul, and obtain eternal peace. Have faith in me.
No one who worships me can perish.  Forgetting all else, address
thyself to me. 1 will deliver thee from all sin.”

Allowing for some difference in the modes of expression, the
4‘ .AD =3 1 Erd
i £ LW A i\ 5 RN PANYEEA Jb'f.’
years ago, and what the Christians claim for their great teacher
of Jerusalem eighteen hundred years ago, cannot fail to strike the
reader with asfondsimeni—astonishment, not at the foef itself,
but at the unmistakable frawd which the modern plagiarisis

dlsplay

review, it must be borne in mind that the ancient record looms
up from the mists of antiquity, unlighted by the methods of
modern civilization. If, therefore, the ancients may present Jdeas

interpolation, &c., to which all Chrlstlan Scuptulrec have been
subject, both in their production and modes of subsequent publi-
cation, It is to these different ways of treating the same subjects
that we owe the preservatinn of the gospel of Chrishna’s inf ancy,
and the careful suppression of the same document in relation to
Jesus.  The “gospel of the infancy of Jesus,” although in the
earliest ages of Christianity accepted as a genuine record of facts,
has since been consigned to Apocryphal obscurity ; while that of
Chrishna has been preserved, and is often ostentatiously paraded
before the world in comparison with *that pure and divine
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b

as a witmess of
““the preposterous absurdities of the heathen scheme, and the
exquisite simplicity of the Cbristian P Vide Rez. My, Mawrice.)

record contained in the evangelical writl.gs,’
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world as candidly as that of the Hindoo Chrishna, mnstead of
being consigned to a prudent state of Apocryphal seclusion, the
comparison of the two would again have afforded us food for the
perplexing speculation as to which was the copy and which the
original.  But of this, the reader shall be the judge.
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On page 160

“In the first place, the Chrishna of India is always repre-
sented as the Saviour and Preserver of mankind ; he 15 alse repre-
sented as the Supreme DBeing, taking upon himself the state of
man ; that is, he became incarnate in the flesh, o save the human
race.—( Faraliel Nicene and Athanasian creeds.

“ As soon as Chrishna was born he was saluted with a chorus
of Devatas ( Angels ) with divine hymns.—( Paraliel Luke, chap.
id., verses 13-14.)

“He was cradled amongst shepherds, to whom was first
made known his divinity.

oy, SR | Py [ IR S, S
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—Dy. Watls's Christtan Hymn Book.
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and concealed in a region remote from his natal place, for fear
of a tyrant whose destro; er it was foretold he would become,
and who had for that reason ordered all the male children horn
at that le‘iOC_i to bc slam

l fl]‘} bLUl\; i:\ Li]l:‘ ‘::U.U}C(,n, Ui il IIU.’J.ICHHC SLU.’}__}LLHE iﬂ [ﬂt‘ cave
of Llephqnta the date of which is lost in antiquity, —¢ Parallel
Matthew, chap. i1, )

“ Chrishna was by the male line of royal descent, though he
was actually born in a dungeon.  Jesus' descent is traced to
King David, though he was bBorn in 7 stable,

“The moment Chrishna was born, -the whole place was
illuminated, and the countenances of his father and mother
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emitted rays of glory.—({nfancy of Chrishna.  Farailel Gospel
of the Infancy of Jesus, chap. ii.)

“Chrishna could speak as soon as he was born, and com-
forted his mother.—( FParaiiel Gospel of the infancy of jesus. )

“Chiishna was heralded in, and assisted by his elder brother
Ram ; Jesus, by his kinsman John.

* Chrishna descended into Hades to restore the lost dead, and
returned to Vaicontha—Paradise.—( Paralie! Four Gospels of
Jesus.) Chrishna was called the Good Shepherd.

“After the birth of Chrishna, the Indian prophet Nared
visited his father and mother at Gokul, examined the stars, and
declared him to be of celestial descent.—{ Fisét of f/e wise men of
the East to Mary. )

“ Chrishna was carried to Mathura (Mattea) on the river
Jumna, where many of his miracles were performed, and at
which to this day, he is held in higher veneration than in any
other place. The Rev. Mr. Maurice says:—°The Arabic
edition of the Gospel of the Infancy of Jesus records, Mathura
(Mattea) to have been the place where the infant Saviour resided
during his absence from Judea, and until Herod died. At this
place Jesus is reported to have wrought many miracles, and among
others, to have produced in that arid region a fountain of fresh
water, the only one in Egypt.””

We feel it due to our readers to pause here lest they should
fail to remark upon the wonderful corncidences of history. Some

four thousand years ago the infant Chrishna was conveyed to
L\TT k‘
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tyrant king, and there, even in his tender infancy, he wrought
many miracles, amongst others, caused a pure spring of water to
flow forth from the arid desert. To this day his name is remem-
bered and honoured in that place, and many spots in the vicinity
are pointed out as the scenes of his miracles. Two thousand
years Jater, the infant Tesus is brought to this very spot by /s
father and mother, flecing there for the wery same weason—
namely, to avoid the wrath of a tyrant king, who acts in the very

same murderous way in slaughtering all the male children of his

™

I
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istrict, whilst the infant Jesus emniates his celebrated
by performing just the very same class of miracles at the river
Jumna, and the only difference in the legends which still attach
to that sacred spot is, that the Eastern nations generally attribnt

tlhhn it wranl

the miraculous works done, to an ancient saviour named Chrishna,

and the Christians—such as Eusebius, ‘..hanasius, and, on the
strength of their assertions, the, Rev. Mr. Maurice—attribute the
performance of the said miracles to a modern saviour named
Christ.  Again the pertinent question obtrudes itself, which is
the original, which the copy ? Let the stony forms of the ancient
Chrishna sculptured in temples anfedating historic record ; the
famous sculpture at Elephanta of the slaughtered infants; the
Bhagavat Geeta, with its undoubted antiquity of over fiftee

centuries before Christ, as vouched for by the pious Sir Wlllia

hip of the ancient Avatar, with its records of
faith, traditions, statues, and temples ; all grey with age, or ever
the Jewish Avatar was heara of—answer the question, and the

frauds of religious history.

+ . .
Our space will only permit us to make a few more extracts
from Mr. Higgins's ¢ Anacalypsis,” ers we close, Page 162 :—

¢ After Chrishna came to man’s estate, one of his first miracles
was the cure of a leper. Upon another occasion, a woman
poured on the head of Chrishna a box of omtment, for which he
cured her of an ailment, and to show his humility and meekness,
he washed the feet of the Bramins. Inthe gospelof the infancy
of Jesus, he 1s represented as turning his young companions into
sheep, and at the solicitation of their parents, restoring them to
their proper form ; a similar history is attributed to Chrishna in
his youthful days. In the gospel of Jesus’ infancy, he has a
remarkable adventure with a serpent, which had poisoned one of
his companions, matched by the young Chrishna’s combat with
the serpent Caliyaga, which had poisoned the cow-herds.”
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In the gospel of Jesus’ infancy, he is represented as being sent
to Zaccheus for instruction, and astonishing his master with the
extent of his learning. The same talz exactly i related of
Chrishna. Many other points of exact similarity exist. 'To all
these proofs of fact on the one side, and fraud on the other, only
two theories have ever been hazarded by way of explanation.

The one i3 a vague sugzestion on the nart of Sir Wil

L3 pl Yo i A Rl A

that the Bramins, na.vmg uldrg&: of the sacred books of the
Hindoos, mig/ht have tampered with the copies, and interpolated
them affer the Christian religion was published abroad.

The eminent character of Sir William Jones has rendered a
suggestion, at once absurd and impossible, so mortifying to his
numerous admirers, that it is very seidom referred to, and then
only in terms of astonishment and regret. Were it possible—
which it never could have been, to have tampered with Scriptures
jealously guarded and preserved for thousands of years in their
original condition as divine law—even then it would not have
explained away Sir William Jones’s own assertions concerning
the immense antiquity of the Sanscrit Dictionary and Bhagavat
Geeta, in which the learned Orientalist himself confesses to have
found the entire history of Chrishna, together with all the legends
above alluded to. But, worse and worse for the scholar who
has been compelled to advance such a desperate effort at defence !
Even his great ally and ~ontemporary, the equally learned and
equally pious Maurice, deserts him, and comments upon the
petty idea in such arguments as the following, extracted from
Maurice’s “Indian Antiguities ” :—

“In reference to the opinion of Sir W, Jones, happy and
ingenious as it may be, it would still afford but a partial explana-
tionof the difficulty, many of the mythological sculpturesof Hindo-

stan that relate to the events in the history of this Avatar more
immediately interesting to the Christian world, being of an age un-
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doubtedly anterior to the Christian era; while these sculptures
remain unanswerable testimonies of the fact recorded, the
assertion, unaided by the collateral proofs, rather strengthens than
obviates the objection of the sceptic. Thus the sculptured figures
copied by Sonnerat from one of the oldest pagodas, representing
Chrishna dancing on the crushed head of the serpent, while the
enraged reptile is seen biting his foot, together with the history
of the fact annexed, could never derive their origin from any
information contained in the spurious Gospels.”

Rev. Mr. Maurice might have cited, with still more pertinence,
the celebrated sculpture of the slaught.. of the innocents, in the
oldest temple in the World the Flephanta cave. 'The sculptures
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including the ﬁgures of the flight infto Egypt and multitudes of
other stony scriptures—scriptures which no interested priests
could interpolate, and no interested apelogist can deny the vast
antiquity of—all these, together with the legends of Mathura,
and the fact that the worship of Chrishna was a stereotyped form of
antique faith centuries before the Christian’s * Lord and Saviour”
was horn, combine to throw a discreet mantle cf silence over the
learned Orientalist’s “happy and ingenious idea,” and create a
sincere wish on the part of his many admirers that he had never
descended to the imbecility of its expression.

The second attempt to remove the fatal Hindoo witness,
Chrishna, from the realm of fact into that of fraud, was under-

taken by a certain Dr. Bentley, who, in his zeal for Christianity,
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to the world about the end of the last century that he had
succeeded In obtaining an asfrological calculation, which placed
the birth of Chrishna at or about 6oo years later than that of
Christ ; and he also alleges that the Brahmins—by a system of
“ back reckonings,” &c., the mode of which, even according to
Mr. Bentley, was so abstruse, that no one of sane mind could
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follow ocut their demonstrations—had succeeded in imposing
upon the world claims for an antiquity to which they could lay
no foundation. Against the maintenance of this remarkable
theory there was one very fallible point, namely, that Bentley’s
astrological scheme as a demonstration of the perlod of
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Noah as to 6oo years after Christ, the position of the planets
recurring periodically in many given epochs of time. But, even
if Dr. Bentley could have succeeded in entangling the reason and
common sense of his sympathizers so deeply amongst astrological
calculations, that they could neither prove nor refute what they

could not understand. even then there were other learned

ag ronomers cotemporary with Dr. Bentley—such as Baillie,
Higgins, Playfair, &c.—who, with a set of calculations, just as
laboriously pursued, and still more exact, were enabled to demolish
Dr. Bentley’s theory, and reduce it to ashes. But
this, the monuments, sculptures, temples, and ancient poems still
remained !  Still the memory of Chrishna and his sects come
looming up from the remotest ages. The wars undertaken
between rival sects, the worship authenticated all over India, and
the entire history ergraved in characters of enduring witness
which no flimsy attempts at astrological wrangling could oblite-
rate, still remain unaccounted for. Why do we pursue the petty
theme farther ?  Why waste time upon recitals so humiliating to

their chief actors, and so desperately inj
ir chiet s, and so erately in

L e

) aripus to the system of
modern faith, which bases its last chance of defence upon a
foundation of mere quicksand? Why! Because some ten years
ago, during the author’s residence in Australia, she was called
upon to read aloud to a large gathering of intelligent listeners
these very self-same groundless and utterly false deductions of
Dr. Bentley, reiterated in 2 work written and published for the
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benefit of the [Australian colonies by one of their own most
learned bishops—a gentleman who, with the spiritual welfare of

a large colony of persons entrusted to his pastorship, deliberately

disinters the exploded theory of Bentley’s absurd * back reckon.
ings,” and informs his uninformed readers that the history of
Chrishna, that terrible bugbear of Christianity, was not published
abroad to the world until some centuries after the Christian era /
Let us close up this ungrateful snd humiliating theme, by
pointing to the fact of Dr. Bentley’s final recantation, and, in the
words of Godfrey Higgins, show that even this frail reed was
uitimately snapped in twain by the hand which frst wielded it.
On page 344 of the “Anacalypsis,” Godfrey Higemns writes :1—

“ Long after I had written the above respecting Dr, Bentley,
I found what at once settled the question; but as I think it
extremely desirable, in a case of such importance, that my readers
should see the steps by which I have gradually arrived at my
conclusions, I shall not expunge what I had previously written.

“If any dependence can be placed on Dr. Bentley’s own
words, he was at last satisfied that the story of Chrishna having
been copied from Jesus Christ wAs NOT T0 BE SUPPORTED. In
a letter from him, published by the Rev. J. Marsham, D.I)., in
his ‘Elements of the Chinese Grammar,” is the following
passage:—‘ July 4th, 1813,  KAwishna was contemporary “uth
Yoodhisthire (see the Geeta), and the epoch of Yoodhist hira's
birth was the year 2,526 of the Cali Yug of the present astrono-
mers, or about 5495 vears before the Chyistian eral”

The 1talics are Mr. Higgins's, and are doubtless intended to
give point to the last admission the words contain,  Mr. Higgins

. “Even if Dr. Bentley were the only final authority on this
subject, his admission that Chrishna lived more than 500 years
eErPORE Christ, at once disposes of all the nonsense, both oral and
written, about the history of Chrishna being copied {rom that of
Christ, . . . After this, in another letter, Dr. Bentley goes
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more than 500 years before Christ.

As the author of a very learned treatise on * Ancient and
Modern Astronomy,” Dr. Bentley was at first bailed by all #rue
Christians as one of the most “able, as well as authoritative ”
defenders of their faith. Why his recantation has not bee

£

widely circulated as his grave error
of the faith to prove, yet we should scarcely have expected
find a learned bishop re-affirming the well-exploded error in the
mneteenth centur}, and that without the slightest allusion to the
he entire land of India, with all its
price ss wealth of antique lore, scriptures, temples and monu-
ments presents. Weighed against the testimony which the history,
traditions, and monumental vestiges of Hindostan afford, Dr.
Dentley’s theories for or against the date of Chrishna's advent
amengst men, are no more than so many straws, set up to show
which way the winds of sectarian bigotry blow.

Christian authorities have been very busy during the last
eighteen centuries in the attempt to settle the ¢reeds and doctrinal

pomts which thir Incarnate God never preached. Why have
£ his advent
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upon earth some twenty centuries or so earlier? According to
Dr. Bentley, if they had only removed their first Christmas day
five hundred years back in time they might have stood on safer
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viser, and, like the great “ Sun
of Righteousness ” they worship, fallen back in time a whole sign,
and set the date of their Incarnate God’s birth 2,160 vears before
their present era, moving the Hindoo Avatar on to its commence-
ment, what a different answer they might have rendered to the
intrusive question—Which is the original and which the copy?
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As ¢ Hindoo's favourite Avatar was born 2,000 years

too soon, or the Christian’s, 2,co0 years too late. I one is the

FACT, how can we fail to come to the conclusion that the other
is the FrAUD of religicus history ?

SECTION VIII.

- ey - 7

THE SUCCESSION OF INCARNATE GODS DERI
FROM INDIA.

RECURRING to the logical definitions of the Rev. Robert Taylor

ED

on the claim of the Christians to an original divine i cvelation, we
might almost close our review at this point: tbe nhvim},s nriority
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Boudha, and Chrishna, of the Hmdoos, sufﬁmently demonstra-
ting the fact that, as far as any original revelation is concerned,

there is not one 1ota of proof to justify such a claim in Lenalf of
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Christianity.

In the best interest of true religiors racts, however, and con-
sequent abhorrence of audacicus religious frauds, we shall pursue
the analysis commenced in the last section, into still wider fields
of observation,

Besides the two great Avatars of India above referred to, we
have records in the scriptures and monumental remains of India

of several more incarnations, amongst whom we may name Indra,
the od of the Firmament ; Salivahana, a later incarnation than

‘.
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Tao, of \Pa naul. whose crvcifzed Agure ig to be geen on
many ancient sculptures throughout that province ; Rama, the
fourth incarnation of Vishnn, and the subject of the celebrated
poem called the Ramayana; Bali, of Afghanistan, Wittoba, and

Boudha Sakia, said to be the ninth incarnation of Vishnu.



OF RELIGIOUS HISTORY, 35

We have already alluded to the various notices which ancient
history furnishes concerning these Hindoo Avatars; we must
therefore proceed to consider how universally the specialties of

e religious faiths of other nations.
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OF RELIGIOUS FAITH IN CHINA.

Tug Chinese claim for themselves an antiquity little short of the
Hindoos, aithough the latter affirm that the land of the Mongols
was originally settled by colonies from India. Be this as 1t may,
history proves that the Chinese calculated eclipses carrectly, and

story proves that the 185
possessed a remarkably accurate knowledge of astronomy, besides
other arts and sciences, upwards of two thousand years before
the Christian era.
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period is not much more than about 5oo years before Christ,
must not be taken as examples of Mongolian theology. Con-
fucius gave to his country a pure and beautiful code of morality,
but he origina.ed nothing in connexion with theological belief.
In the compilation, attributed to him, of the Five Volumes, or

the Chinese sacred books, he simply r

modern phrasej* edited, that which was
years before. In these sacred books we find all the traditions
concerning paradise, the fall, the doctrine of divine incarnations,

e-arranged, or, to use a
in

existence thousands of

the story of God-Men being born through the maternity of a
pure virgin, and the vicarious atonement for sin.
The Five Volumes sfate that—* The spurce and root of all is

One. This self-existent unity necessarily produced a second ; the
first and second preduced a third ; these three produced all”
The ancient emperors solemnly sacrificed every three vyears to

: - ¥ _— “: S o iy
“Him who is One ia Thiee, . . . Tien is the Holy On

('IJI

without a voice. 'The Holy One is Tien, speaking with a
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ing the ancient tradk-
tions, we know that though the Holy One will be born on
earth, yet He existed before anything was made.” One of the

n

Five Volumes, ¥ Yu King,” savs 1—
3 fan k] o

“The Holy One will unite in himself all the virtues of heaven

and earth. By his justice, the world will be re-established in
righteousness,  He will suffer much, e must pass the grest

torrent, whose waves shall enter his soul, but he alone can offer
up to the Lord a worthy sacrifice.”

L. M. Child says in “ The Progress of Religious Ideas” :—

“These prophecies of an incarnate God were suj hosed to be
fulfilled in the person of Boudha Sakia Mouni, whose doctrines
were introduced into China by his disciples, takmo such deep
root amongst the people that Buddhism has Lompletely divided
its empire over the Chinese mind with the « sctrines of Confucius.
The worship of Boudha is celebrated under the nam« of Fo, and
though during the many centuries that have succeeded its intro-
dacnon it has shared the fate of all legendary systems, become
corrupt, degenerate, and full of mystical interpolations, the main
features of the scheme are preserved, and may be summed up in
the following extract ;—* But though details vary much in different
countries, the prominent features of Buddhism are everywhere
the same. They all teach of one invisible Source of Being,
sometimes called the supreme intelligence, sometimes by the name
of his attributes. . . . Boudha issaid to have appeared four
times in worlds {or ages) preceding this, and always with the
benevolent purpose of withdrawing men from the vortex of
illusions in which matter has plunged them. Into this present
age he (Boudha) descended, in the form of Boucha Sakia Mouni.
His mother was a holy virgin (Maia), and his birth was forctold
in a miraculous dream. The object of his mission was to instruct
those who were straying {from the right path ; cxpiate the sins of

mortals by his own sufferings, and procure for them a happy

ntrance into another life by obedience to his precepts and
pmyers in fus name, He is always spoken of as one with God
through all eternity, and his most common title is the Saviour of
the world.  As he has repeatedly assumed the human form, so
will there be repeated incarnations of his spirit.””
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“ Lamaism,” and many cther corrupt forms of Buddhism, are
repeatedly cited by Christian writers in evidence of the degrada-
tion into which the heathen world is sunk, and as a proof how
much said heathenism needs the salvatory religion of Jesus
Christ.

Such egotists forget that the dungeons of the Inquisition, the
massacres of St. Bartholomew, the horrors of the English Star
Chamber, the Puritanism of New England and Scotland, &c.,
would form about as poor a representation of the religion

T £ T - 1A A .
enunciated by Christ as the fanaticism of Lamaism would do if

presented as an 1llustration of the sweet and gracious teachings
of Boudha Sakia. Unfortunately too, for the success of Christian
missions amongst the Chinese, the learned men of the land—
and there are many such—retort, as a certain Mandarin did to
M. Le Huc, the eminent French missionary—* You are a man
of prayer. Why do vou steal our Boudha, and offer him back to
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us as your Christ? (o to school, and learn that Boudha was old
enough to be grandfather to an age of Christs before yours was
born.” William Von Humboldt publishes the famous ten pre-
d from tnesacred books of the uunese, as an evidence

that those who seck to convert them might gain something by
becoming themselves the converts. They are these ;—

1. Thou shalt not kill even the smallest creature,

2. Thou shalt not appropriate to thyself what belongs to
another,

Thou shalt not infringe the laws of chastity.

Thou shalt not ‘e,

Thot shalt not calumniate.

oy Ut B

Thou shalt not speak of injuries.
Thou shait not excite quarrels by repeating the words of

~T

others.
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& Thou shalt not hate.
9. Preserve faith in the holy writings.
o]

Believe in immortalite

*

+

from deserving the cont\,mptuous epithets bestowed upon it, and
stimulating the egotism of Christians to change it into their own
system, might do honour to Christianity by being engrafted upon
vs provided there were found Christians honest
enough to render honour where honour was due, and allow that
they derived it from the Chinese, rath~~ than originated it after the

Chinese had possessed it for ages.

THE EGYPTIAN TRINITY.

Frw religious legends are better known and more widely circu-
lated than that of the Egyptian Trinity—namely, Osirs the Sun-
Cod ; Isis the representative of nature, the spouse and twin sister
of Osiris ; and Horus, the Child, the representative of the world
of created forms.

The worship of Osiris, although exiremely ancient, antedating
by many centuries the Mosaic age, is still claimed by the Egyp-
tians to be of a comparatively modern period, that is, in com-
parison to the immense nnhmm‘v claimed for the i
theocracy by which the land was said to have been governed.
Herodotus, who visited Egypt about four centuries and a half
before Christ, says in his history of Egypt, that the priests told
a Covernmen
thirty-six gods, the last of whom were Osiris and his son Horus,
and that all these preceded the rule of mortal men, or the priests

who bore the names of the special temples in which they served.
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P S S it w 4 Herodot
the rule of Osiris to the period recorded by Herodotus,
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they reckoned nearly fifteen thousand years, and, in testimony of
these immense periods, they showed the great historian three
windred and forty-one colossal images of the priests, every one of
whom, in the order in which they lived, was obliged to deposit in
the great temple at Thebes a statue of himself.

Herodotus, on this basts, allowmg an averag of three genera-
tions for
Osiris of not less than eleven thousand years. Contemporary
monuments, the known period of the great pyramid, at least a
thousand years before the date of Moses’ period, together with
tombs, sculptures, and ruins which daze the mind and captivate
the senses by their stupendous grandeur, colossal proportions, and
incalculable antiguity, carry us back into those realms of physical
power and spiritual perception, which present us as pigmies com-
pared to the Titans of ancient Egypt.

And in the midst of these luxuriant unfoldments of mental

power and mntellectual attainmen nt,
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—What was the religious status of these antique giants ?
From all the relii ble sources open to us we have the best
reason to beheve that the faith of the ancient Egyptlan was
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e, fr
world-renowned prlesthood of Egypt taught of paradise, the
temptation and fall: of original sin, of a triune god, divine incar-
nation, and vicarious atonement; in a word, of all the main
puints of veiled allegors common to Oriental nations, and sub-
sequently impersonated as realities by the Christians.

As the central figure of all Egyptian theogony is Osiris, the
representative and embodiment of the famous astronomical legend
of the Sun-God, we select from a vast mass of authentic history
on the same subject, some extracts concerning this celebrated

personage, from the excellent treatise on Egyptian theogony in

Child’s “ Progress of Religious Ideas.” |



90 THE FAITHS, FACTS, AND FRAUDS
Our anthor says i—

“Of all Egyptian deities, Osiris is the name most familiar to
modern ears. . . . He appears to have been like Siva of the
Hindoos, in his general capacity—the fructifying or generating
power of the universe—‘THr suN.” All the emblems of the sun
were sacred to him, and astronomical ceremonies celebrating the
sun's annual passage through the zodiacal signs constituted much
of his worship. . . . XReverence f¢. the production of life
introduced into his worship the sexual emblems so common in
Hindostan. A serpent—-the emblem of immortality—always
accompanies the image of Osiris.  The hawk—considered as a
hird of the sun—was sacred to him, and his emblem was a winged
globe, representative alike of the sun and the bird, the wings
being significant of time and space.

“ Osms, called the eldest son of t e, being a general represen-
tative of life and the Uenera‘ring principle, caused a commixture
of ceremonies and emblems in his worshi, which has greatly
comphcated the mythology of Egypt. He is represented as the
incarnation of deity, at whose birth angelic voices proclaimed
—the lord of the world is born |

“Having gone forth to carry the arts and sciences to other
nations, his brother Typho {the winter), by a successful stratagem,
shut him up in a chest and threw him into the sea. Isis (nature
or the earth}—his spouse and sister—wandered about in mourn-
ing garments, seeking for the body, which at last was found ; but
Typho discovered it “and tore it up into fourteen pleces.”—(The
fourteen lunar subdivisions of the ancient year.)

“Isis gathered up the fragments and gave them burial at
Philoe,” where the famous statues of the holy family Osiris, Isis,
and Horus the Child, have been found, and pfagmmzm’ as the
holy family of Judea. ** After his death, Osiris, resurrected, i
represented as descending into Amenti, Hades, or Hell to rescue
lost souls, and re-ascending into Heaven, where he remains to
dispense blessings to those who address prayers in his name ; to
judge the dead, and finally overcome the power of evil which

destroyed him.”

The second person of the Egyptian Trinity was Isis, the
Mother of Forms, the representative of nature, the inseparabie
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companion of Osiris, and the embodied idea of the feminine or
receptive principle of life. Her emblems were numerous, and
are often greatly misunderstood. The egg, the hawk’s head, as
twin with Osiris ; the sistrum, a musical instrument which, in sex
worship, represented the ever-renewed virginity of Spring; the
human form with horns, significant of the crescent moon ; or the
head of the cow, symbol of maternity, these and many other

sumlar illustrations imply the astronomical and mythical character

avourite goddess. The most universal modes of repre-
¢

d

senting the image of Isis are either as nursing her infant Horus,
or bearing him In her arms. Horus, the third person of the
‘Trinity, is universally acknowledged to be the symbol of created
forms—the product or result of the divine principle of genera-
tion, and, as such, an indispensable figure in the symbolism of
the Egyptian trinity. Egyptian theogony is (next to India) the
most abundant in symbolical forms of any of the antique faiths.
Rich in ideality, Titanic in the breadth and sublimity of executive
power, the remains of Egyptian civilization point back to a true
‘Theocracy—a nation roled, formed, and fashioned by gods;
people whose 1deaht; scaled the heavens, and brought up the
fundamental bases of things from the profoundest depths of the
universe.,  All the nations-of antiquity sat with child-like reve-
rence at the feet of the Egyptian priesthood, and it is from the
inevitable succession of ideas transmitted through all ages, that
we know that Egypt upreared her cyclopean superstructure of
civilization upon the foundation-stone of Indian metaphysics,
and begueathed it to all posterity throngh the inherited lore of
younger nations.

The fruitage of her stupendous wisdom has not been lost—as
some writers affirm—in the mists of antiquity., Orpheus, Solon,

.-....-.. e o 1 =

Thales, Pythagoras, and Plato were auditors of her priests, and
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interpreters of her noblest philosephy. It is now unquestionabiy
believed that the Greeks paraphrased the famous Osiric and s
mysteries, in those of Bacchus, Ceres, Eleusis, &c.

'The Grecian gods are hut poetical and flower-crowned embodi-
ments of Egyptian ideas, and it is doubtful if a single form in the
elaborate Pantheon of Greece ever existed which did not owe its
birth to the fertile imagination of the Egyptians. Abraham and
his successors, up to Moses, and on forward to the Evangelists
of the Christian history, all deuved theu‘ elements of theclogy
that the

UL
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Jewish ]chovah was but one of the Eﬂ'} ptian tutelary spirits, or
the Aleim, who ruled over days, weeks, months, seasons, and
elements. Bellamy, Parkhurst, Dr. Shuckford, and many other
accomplished scholars, have proved conclrsively that in multi-
tudes of instances where the words God, Lord, and the Lord God
version of the H

inal was a plural word for Deity, derived from the
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Egyptian Elohim, or Aleim. Itis only in sach sentences as ““Let
#s make man 7 {Gen,, chap. 1.}, and “ The Lord God said, Behold
the man has become as one of ws? (Gen., chap. iil.); alse, in
Gen., chap., i, “ When your eves shall be opened, and ye shall
be as Geods "—that the transiators have beean faithful in rendering
the plural, instead of the singular number, for the Deific power
spoken of. Parkhurst, in his Greek and Hebrew Lexicon, shows
that the Hebrews were forbidden te pronounce the name of their
God—a superstition clearly derived from India.  The name of
Tehovah, Jah, or Jao, was that applied with modifications to a
tutelary Deity of the Egyptians, one of the Elohim ; a Spirit of
the Mountains ; not the God of Fire, the Adorai, Adonis, or
Lord God, whom Moses believed in and taught of, as 1ppearmcr

to him in the burning busl
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of the solar fire, ever burning, but never consuming the object it
illumninates.

Many eminent Egyptologists—amongst them, Higgins, Bunsen,
Wilkinson, writers of undoubted author 1+y-—-show that the modes

by Moses. The Oracle ship of Ammun, one of the names of the
Sun-God, was the original of the Ark of the Hebrews, and was
carried about in a similar way on poles. Abraham unguestionably
derived the rxite of circumcision f{rom the Fgyptians, as also the
methods of sacrifice. The institution of the Levites’ order,
their dress and the ornaments of the priests, were exact trans-
cripts of Egyptian models.

The fasts, feasts, and celebrations, the very instruments of
music, and the sacred ¢ances practised hy the Hebrew were
,
bestowed upon tue famous Apiy or Bu!l of }Lgvpt has already
been shown to have originated with the worship of the sun in the
sign of Taurus, the zodiacal bull.  When Egyptian astronomers
discovered that the precession of the equinoxes had carried the
sun into thesign of Aries, and a consequent change was instituted
in the celebration peculiar to that season, many severe sacerdotal
conflicts arose.  The celebra ts of the old worship resisted inno-
valion with the utmost rancour, and in that strife, the famous
srhnols of Helionolis and Ammun were arrayed for wany
centuries against each other. It was f rom the above-named
change in the zodiacal signs that the celebration of the Paschal
Tamb was instituted, During this soiemnity, the votaries of the
new faith, 7.4, the worship of the Lamb, i
themselves from the Tauric worshippers of the Bull, were
accustormned to mark their dwellings with a certain red powder.

By this token they announced that they had duly observed the

G
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sacrifice of the Paschal Lamb. When the Hebrews became
residents in Egypt, and insensibly fell into the theological forms
of belief prevailing around them, they adopted the new worship,
and in sign of conformity with its customs, marked the door-

waets of their honses with bl ood. a Iner.ﬂ of sym holism which the

Jewish historians have mixed up with the ancient Hindoo legend
of the slaughter of the Innocents, Finally, they paraphrascd this,
as well as many other Egyptian customs, into a plecc of Jewish
history, and enlarged upon it until they had resolved it into the

institution of an original Yewish Passover.
In chapter il of “ Anacalypsis,” we find these words :(—

“The rel ngon of Moses and the Hindoos was the same, and
we find thz celebrated Egvptian festival of the Passover in both
countries. We have in the most solemn religious rites of the
Bramins, the sacrifice of the Yajna Lamb, which, with the
Hehrews, succeeded to the Mithraitic sacrifice of the _u_ﬁl, and
both rites celebrated the Passover of the equinoxial sun ik sp ring.

4 The histary of the mpassace of the sun and of the

from Hgypt affords a remarkal’ , example of the dov Ible meaning
of the Hebrew books.

Tsraelites

“The story of the fen plagues of Egy, v might be very suitable
for the rabble of Jerusalem and London, but the higher classes
in the former had, and, T should hope, in the latter now Jlave,
too much sense to believe such degrading accounts of Deity, as

the CTERAL meaning of this history exhibits,

i 2 g A 1 W T
{Maimonides, the most learned the Rabbins, clearly avows

that the Paschal Lamb was but a type of the astronomical Lambh.)
“ Before the time of M e

f
. , Moses, the Egyptians fixed th
commencement of the year at the ver nal equinox,

“In the O'Zf;szri Chronicle it is said the day when the sun
entered the sign of Aries was held as a great festival, whereat
the Hebrews marked their door-posts with blood, the Egyptians
with red. The Hebrew name for the celebration was pedacs,
which means Zrazsiz, and the Lamb itself is often called Pesech,
or the Passover, ‘In India, the devotees throw red powder on
one another at the Huli, or vermi equinox.” ‘This powder 15 in
imitation of the pollen or fructifving powder of plant:,i
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“A phn‘r which dces n, produce this powder, or flour of

flowers, 15 uscless, and n }plcal of the rays of the regenerator
of the earth—the sun in spring.  This Huli festival is the origin

of Yule, and our word /zoZy ”

The erudite author of the  Anacalypsis” descants at great
length on the many forms by which the opening of the Egyptian
year through the Paschal Lamb was celebrated ; also upon the
many derivatior,” which the name of the Lamb has given birth

= 4em
LU i lL} Ax""’“ and the Latin

i1l
(¥ Lamb of God™) of the y »dern Catholic "\Iaas* Amidst a
mass of highly recondite literature, drawn from Scriptaral,
traditional, and monumental vestiges—as interesting to the candid

seeker for truth as they would be startling to modern ¥ defenders
of the faith "—are two pieces of blography concerning the Jewish
law-giver, Moses, which we do not find in any of the Scriptures
so vaguely attributed to. his authorship.

The first of these is found in the celebrated Orphic verses,
attributed to a Grecian sage named Orpheus, a great traveller,
and one who wrote about twelve hundred years before the
Christian era. This compiler of the traditions of many nations
alleges that Moses was one and the same with AfZses, signifying
a law-giver, and Bacchus, the sun, who, like QOsiris, was repre-
sented as being picked up out of the water, in which he had been
exposed for fear of a tyrant king who had caused all the male
children of the kingdom to be slaughtered. The Orphic legends

also name this half-mortal, half-mythical being Zimater, from his

having had two mothers, the one who bore him, and another who
adopted him.  He (Orpheus) says, Mises had a magical rod by

which he wrought great miracles, and which he could change into
a serpent at pleasure. He passed the Red Sea dry-shod at the
head of an army ; divided the rivers Orontes and Hydaspes by
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the touch of his rod, and passed through them dry shod. He
drew water from the rock, and wherever he marched the land
flowed with mitk and honey.

If it he asked how it was tha
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Pheenicia, Syria, Asia Minor, (recce, and Italy, under different
names, came to be confounded with Moses, the famous law-giver
of the Hebrews; and especially how the slaugnter of the inno-
cents-—sculptured in the most antique temple in the world,
_ave of h}61;')11a1‘1ta-=--f;(3uld, thousands of vears later than ifs first

-'EH%CT-H".HHH he yereated 1 "r higt Ory firat nf the Tewich f! [ lon
mscriplion, oo repalcd 1 i nisto rye Josh OF THe jEW 150 8L0SES,
and still later 1 that of the ]ew Christ—we answer that many

of the bhest and maost profound schi I rs, proneunce the Jewish
Scriptures to be for the most part cab:-ms‘izc writings, full of
allegory, and written in the veiled mysticsm common o the
sacerdotal methods of the ancient priesthood.  Zome original
personages, of course, formed the woof and web of the history,
but the main pattern and colouring of the fabric were drawn
from Oriental sources and fraditions gathere ;up from the many
nations a‘monggt whom the Tews were wanderers. Their N mh

legends. '“heir :Fe];ahthah was the Greek Agamemnon, with
precisely the same history. Their Samson was the Hercitles of the
Egyptians and Greeks, paraphrased.  Tlijah, Elisha, Joshua, and
nurnbers of other personages, believed to be men by the fteral
interpreters of these mystic writings, represented the impersonated
mytls of the astronomical religion, and ali their prophets wrote
cyclic legends, the true meaning of which can never be explained
until the famous cyclic theories of Persian, Syrx"an, Pheenician,
Assyrian, and Egyptian astronomy are fully apprehended,
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To return to the reputed law-giver of the Jews.

The mere supposition that the history attributed to him in the
literal phraseclogy of the Jewish Scriptures could be true, implies
a subversion of human reason and lack of reverence for the awful
character of a Supreme Being, which amounts to the insanity of

tn. }Iaprﬂf}r FO‘P 1-1‘1:: re

d
the paralysis which priestcraft has so long impresse
tf:atlmony afforded by the Orp‘mc Verses that the
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years before the Mosaic era; that it had been interwoven with the
astronomical myths of Eastern worship, and celebrated in lands
whose traditions were sinking into the night of decay before the
Jews had an existence ut all: in » word, that the story had been
said and sung until the Jews, in their communications with the
Egyptians, must have ¥ >come as familiar with it as our bhabes
become with nursery rhymes, may easily answer the questions of
trembling credulity, and that without drawing at any greater
length on accepted ’Luthorltle:,. _

’ and instruction as the memon-
tces of Egyptian civilization must prove to the scholar, we must
close our veview by a brief extract from the * Progress of
Religious 1deas.”

In the article on the Jews, Book 1., the author says :—

“ Manetho,* as quoted by Josephus, states that the provinces
of Egypt rose against the shepherd race, and finaily expelied
them. They were permitted to depart from Egypt with all their
families and effects, and make thelr way towards Syria. Dut as
they stood in {ear of the Assyrians, who then had dominion over
Asia, they founded a city in that country, which 15 now called

¥ Manetho was high priest at Heliopolis, in Egypt, about three hundred
vears before the Christian era, Fe wrote a history of Egyptin the Greek
language, fragments of which are still preserved,
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t was colladem

Tudea, though others say the name of thewr district
from being inhabited by the Pali (shepherds)—TPalistan, the land
of shepherds, and snhsequently Palestine.”

Manetho narrates how King Amenophis—being desirous of
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prophecy and seership, enjoved by one of his predecessors, Oru
—-learned from the priests that, to attain his desire, he must
cleanse the land of lepers and other unclean persons,  In per-
forming this office, and removing the numerocus lepers who
abounded in the land to the deserted district formerly inhabited
by the shepherds, it was found that many of the priesthood
themselves were alllicted by the fell diseasze ; hence, to make the
renovation of the land porfect, these sacred personages must also

share the doom of the others. The sacrilegious act of laymd

and 9t1mulatk,d the exiles to a 0‘9n=:m1 re vo]t in which, it is said,
they were led on by a roler pamed Onisarph, a opriest of
Heliopolis, whose remarkable talents well {itted him for the office
of a lcader,

Onisarph, in the first place, enacted a law that his people
should neither worship the gods of the land nor abstain from
eating the animals held sacred under the old system of Taunc
worship.  Onisarph, as a priest of Hellopolis, unguestionably
tanght the worship of the sun in Aries, consequently his enact-

ments must have been unpopular enc mab to the advoeates of the

old system. A long war ensued. ()Llibdlph invited the expelled
shepherds to join his standard, and after constituting himself their
leader, and ravaging the ccuntry with tremendous power, himself
and his forces were vanguished and driven forth from the land
by Amenophis and his son Rampses.  Such is an outline of the
Hgyptian history in which the Exodus of the Israelites is recorded
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—a version quoted by Josephus, and confirmed in some measure

The Omnisarph who figures so prominently in these legends, is
said to have become the elected leader of the shepherds, and by
way of distinguishing him in his new character of law-giver, he
was at first named Mises, and subsequently Moses.

His traditional history was, according to custom, made up of
the temple legends which clustered around the god whom he
served ; but of his real origin and character, no genuine details
may ever be expected to find thelr way down the stream of time.
As we shall have no other opportunity of commenting upon the

prm'hq rintureg

vish Scriptures, and their cabalistic meaning, we wi

b

section by a few words of valuable and suggestive philosophy
from the anthor of ** Anacalypsis.” On page 108, he says:i—

“ The difference between the religion of Moses and that of the
swrrounding nations consisted in this: the latter had become
corrupted by the priests, who had set up images in allegorical
representation of the zodiacal signs, which, in long perzod% of
‘[;I‘ﬁs,, the Pcuyxc came 1o COi’lSidm as representations of real
deities. The true and secret meaning of these emblems, the
priests {that is, the initiated) took carc 1o keep to themselves,

their object being to hold the people in a state of debasement,
that they might be more easily ruled. . The ;acrlﬁces

:
+ H ¥ o el
and rites of Baal and Moloch, and the idolatrics of Tyre and

Sldon, &c., were of the most horrible kind. The priests in all

ages have found that the more gloomy and horrible a religion
1C: the better it hag sulted their nurnosze, Tt wag tn aon

rhod aw LakEd RS iillient vEza Ii - - L] AL ¥Y L LA J-Lb‘wl_)

his people from falling into this degraded state that Moses framed
manv of his laws. Tn the nvr(ﬂha? relipions of these countries he

_______ BEaind bl ALLLICD KIM

cotild have had no objection, or else he would never have adopted
so many of their astronomical emblems, and called his God by
the same names.

“The adoption of the names, signg and cinblems of the Magi
and Egyptians may be no proof of the sagacity of Moses, but
they sufficiently prove the identity of his religion with that of the
Magi before 1t was corrupted. . . . 'The brazen serpent set

A
[
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up by Moses m the . and worship ped b) the Israelites
tifi the time of Hezekiah, . . The cherabim, under the
wings of which 7ie (Fog _qf z/zv Seaus droeli—the faces of the
cherubim, representing the four equinoxial sighs of ihe 0%, the
lon, the eagle {({ormerly the scorpion), and the man—all these
things were purely astr enomical. '

“tvery ancient religion, without exception, had Cabala, or
sgcret doctnnes, and the same {ate attended them all

“in order U*at they might not be revealed, they were not
written, but only handed dowr by fradition.

“Tu the revolutions of centuries, and the viclent convuls
of emipires, they were forgoten. Scraps of thz o'd tra imon
were then collected, and mixved with new inventions of the priests
having the double object in view of ruling the people, and ccm~

cealing thelr own igrorance. . . .

“The twelve standards of the Israclites were the twelve mgi
of the zodmac, the Ark was an exact copy of the Ark of Usiris,
set afleat in the Nile every year, on rE CHiE posad tor sail to }mo]oa,

in Palestine; the festival of L.H.e lJ'i over at the vernal equinox
was an cxact copy of the Egyptian festival at the samo time;
these and all the ornaments of the temple, altar, and priest, were,
in each country alike, of purely astronomical s]gnlﬁ ance, though
their secret meaning was %Luuzoush* concealed in magical allegory
and Cabala,

“The reader will perhaps aalw—f\ hat, then, is the truth
reo'pectmg the Old Testament? It is (Jlf:ﬁCUiZ to answer this
fuestion m a few words. . . . {13 probably a collection of
tracts, mixed up with traditions, histories, and rumours of evenis,
collected together by the priests of an ignorant, uncivilized race
of she ‘;hm‘d@ ‘}}_fj&_ﬁ‘}}lghgfﬁd with the alle ‘fn!Ies and fictions m
which the ancient philosophers veilled their learning from the
eyes of the vulgarn

“The p.:m%fﬂuﬁuwi g 4

g s;ir?mnffv a collection of different myt
fogical hzb[omes, ar

i1 C
nd of the transactions of Mo ses, the chief OE a
trie r‘“\T wandarine Ar hf.. 3“'}\( TWE }"P]]Q”i,fed X8} }‘}S‘Ve’_} bro‘{jght hﬁ"-

[y i TY LA L;L;b Aralk

people from the borders of Fg gypt, and to have conguered
Palestine. . .

“The treatises in the Pentateuch are put together in 3o 2.5&’§;~z
ward and unskilful a way, that they would have passed as the
work of one persor with none but such uncivilized barbarians as
the je»' if they had related to any of the common concerns of
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life, and where the reasoning facuity of the human mind could be
brought info fair action ; but in matters connected with religion
this never has been done, and never will be. Keason has nothing
to do with the religion of mankind generally. . . .

“To this the priests of to-day will reply : The circumstances
which mark identity in the religion of the Jews and (entiles we
do not deny.  The heathens copied almost all Ihedr superstifions
Jrom Moses and the Prophefs.  Probably to multitudes of
believers this will be very satisfactory ; a satisfaction that may be
expected amongst persons with whom reason does not operate.
To them it i3 of no consequence that those heathenish super-
stitions which are alleged to have been copied from Moses were
in existence hundreds, and even thousands of years before Moses
was born or thought of.”

SECTION IX,
THE PANTHEON OF INCARNATE GOD-MEN.

In a very indu tricus compilation of ancient history, published
by Mr. K. Graves, an American, under the title of SIXTEEN
CruciriEn SAVIOURS, the author gives a list of thirty-four

i

Avyatars or God-Men, whoin he names in the following order :—

1. CHrIsHENA, of Hindostan,

2. Boupma Sakia, of India.

3. SALIVAHANA, of Bermuda,

4. ZULs, also Osiris, and Horus, of Egypt,
5. Opix, of the Scandinavians,

6. CRriTa, of Chaldea.

7. ZOROASTER and MiTHra, of Persia
8. Baay and Tavr, of Pheenicia.

g. InDRa, of Thibet.

1c. Bari of Afghanistan,
11. Jao, of Nepaul,
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12, Wirrosa, of the Billingoncse,
13. Flﬂ.:‘il\'[..’\-lUZ, of Syria.
4. Azvs, of Phrygia,
15 XawoTis, of Thrace,
Y L I, PO Al ST 1 P
Eide EM0A Ny UL LUIC DDUWAU S,
17, ADaD, of Assyria.

Deva, Tar, and others, of Siam.

¥g.  ALCIDES, of Thebes.

2o, Mixano, of the Sintoos,

21, Brporu, of Japan,

22,  Hresvs, or Es0s, and BrREWHILT

22, TEOR, Bon of Odin, of the Gauls.
24,  Capmus, of Greecc.

25 Hrnoand Trta, of the Mandaites.
26, GENTAUT and QUARALCOTE, of Mexi
27, WJRIVERSAL Mowarcns, of the :’.‘;IL?}'lSE
23, ‘Dscuy, of Formosa,

Trr Locos of Plato (The Word).

3 Howny Owng of Xac.

21.  Foand Ty, of China

32.  ADONIS, of Greece.

33 L_mw‘ ’znd( UIRINILE, of Rome.
34 PromerHETs, of the Caucasus.

Besides these legendary bernes, there are m

P

would be tedious zven to “catalogue, and

names omitted from IMr. Graves’s [ist, to
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marked degree in every case, and may be summed up thus :—
'lhe first pivotal point of all theologlcal faith is—the worship of

g‘ mother by a divine

&L laa

father.
This Avatar is prophesied of, and his appearance is always made
in accordance with prophecy, at some special epoch, which bears

LA e wrnTio
L1

nnca oy Cycill ds. These

relation to other cpochs de periods. Th

“Saviours of the world 7 are always born at mid-winter ; always
excite the jealousy of some kingly tyrant, and, though themselves
of royal descent, are born in caves or mangers; they pass their
infancy in obscurity, and not infrequently cause the * massacre
of all the innocenis” in the district of their birth, They are
always miracle-workers, and are generally connected in some
mystcrious way with serpents, who either oppose them in conflict,
or are made to represent the evil power adverse to them,  They

generally perform the same class of miracles, preach the highest
rale of the aoe

morals age and land in which they appear; a

benevolent, and act the part of reformers, and especially that of
censors of the theclogical abuses of their time. They feed
multitudes, cast out devils, heal the sick ; finally they succumb
to the powers of evil that oppose them ; die a violent death—very
often by crucifixion ; descend to the lower regions to rescue lost
souls ; reascend to heaven, and thenceforth become judges of the
dead, mediators, redeemers of men, who offer vicarious sacrifices
to God for the sins of the people.

Without following Mr. Graves in his own circumstantial
methods of comparing the myths of many nations upon the‘
above points, we p ‘
kind of doctrine which is invariably found pervading the historie
of all the incarnate gods, commencing with the first Boudha, and

ending with the Avatar of the Jews.



Ic4 THE FAITHS, FACIS, AND FRAUDS

THE GOD-MEN, OR DIVINE im‘QATiO‘\Ijﬁ Or

Wr havc 'LElE{;.L[‘f;’ remindaed our readers that the succession of

) T = |
i

he providences of LU‘:LUEV ﬂave transmiited from aae
fea

to age, and land to land, bring down the main ures of ancient

theology 1n direct lmea from India, throuch Egj;p‘t: China,
Asgsyria, Babylon, Persia, Arabia, Asia Minor, and Palestine ; to

E
1

the Greeks, Romans, Celts, Gauls, modern Europeans, Americans,
and Australasians ; from pre-historic to historic ages ; from th
Boudha of the Tﬂ'mf mtull tions to the Christ of Aries

all preserve the types of the Sun-God’s history @ 2l impersonate
his legend in the national forms of differing lands, and renew the
antique garb, with the shreds apd patches of ever increasing

s + Fuman afat o f Ao
,1\,11:3, for the benchit of mode

craft in lieu of rd; g10m.
Midw a} between the most ancient metaphysics of India and

- PR,

the most modern matenabsims of Christiunity stand the exquisite

f"l

ideality and glowing philosophy of the Grecian sage, and it is to
some of the most prominent embodiments of the unmiversal solar
lepend, embellished by the luxuriant fancy and graceful imagery
of the classical Gr eek mind, that we now call our readcrs’ atien-

tion. Slight as may be the sketches here presented, we have
but to transfer them to Nﬂiﬁ,To n, and re-clothe them with the
fervid orientalism of that magnificent land, to find eur

b

Prometheus converted into Bel; or, with another still slighter
change, to Syria or Persia, where werecognize hims in the {eatures
of Adonis or Mithra.

Wandering farther north, and changing the beneficent rays of
the sun, illuminating the flowery plains of Iliwm, to the ice-bound
regions of Scandinavia, we should recognize the beaatiful Balder,
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r the terrible Thor; and ¢

waters of the Mediterranean, would convert the beneficent
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Saviour of mankind, Esculapius, into the same high sounding title
at Palestine, or the no less revered Boudha of the ancient

Commencing with a brief notice of the far-famed Samian sage,
Pythagoras, we shall have no difficulty in recognizing the family
likeness which the stream of time has washed down from India to
Greece, The general details of this celebrated personage’s life,
scientific discoveries, and theurgic qchievements are so weﬂ known

upon the sub]ect of our inquiry, and we cannot do this more
concisely or on a more authentic basis than by cxtracts from the
 Anacalypsis.” -

“The rcader will recollect that in our observations on the
Chrishna of India, some difference between him and Jesus, relat-
ing to the immaculate conception, was observed by Mr. Maurice,
and laid hold of as a pcint by which he could ridicule the idea
of the identity between the histories of Chrishna and Christ.
‘The life of Pythagoras will at once show where the Christians
could have found the particulars which differed from the history
of Chrishna,

“The first striking circumstances in which the history of
Pythagoras agrees with that of Jesus are, that the former was
born at Sidon the latter at Bethlehcm, both in Syria. The
father of Pythagoras, as well as the father of Jesus, was pro-
p‘}etmxhy infornied that his wifc should bring forth a son, who
should be a benefactor to mankind. They were both born when
their mothers were from home on journeys— Joseph and his wife
having gone up to Bethlzchem to be taxed, and the father of
Pythagoras having travelled from Samos, his residence, to Sidon,
on mercantile concerns. Pythais, the mother of Pythagoras was
owersbadowed by the S[éfcz‘re o7 Glwost cy‘ the God Apgiia, who
alterwards Appcalc:u to the iiLibUc.LH(l and informed him of the
divine origin of the child about to he born. Irom these circum-
stances, I'ythagoras was known as ke Son of God, and was
supposed by the multitude to be under divine inspiration,”
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His youth spent in Hgypt, divine life, noble tcachings, the
extraordinary miracies ascribed to him, the persecutions by which
he was ultinately destroyed, and the fact that he bved, and his
history was published abroad at least some five centuries before

the advent of C hrlsm,lfw are all circumstances too well known

in the celebrated OUrphic verses are to be found, amongst

votices of other incarnate gods of Greece, elaborate deseriptions
of the famous Hercules, This ceiebmtcd myth has most com-

monly been identified with the egually mythical Samson of the
Hehrews, that portion of Samson's history relating o Delilah,
and his shaking the temple from its fouu.datifm &c., being a
direct pa.rap)mse of the mythological Hercules history, as sung
of in the Orphic verses described in Bells ¢ Pam heon,” Park-
hurst’s “ Greek Lexicon,” and other classical works.  There are,
however, many other points of resemblance between the history
of the Greek and Jewish God-men which are too striking to be
omitted,  FHercules, or Alcides, as he was called in Greece, was
always claimed to be the Sen of God (Jupiter), by a human
mother—Alcmena, wife of a Thehan king. The date of his birth
was fixed about twelve centuries and a haif before the Christian
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vel his famous twelve labours,
and benevolence attributed to him, pmcured him the title of
“Saviour and Benefactor of Mankind "™ twelve centuries before it
was conferred on his Fewish successor in Palestine,

The Rev. Mr. Faber, in his “ Greck Antiguitics,” commenting

on Hercules as the evident impersonation of the solar myth,

“(On the %pherc,, fie is ?’Fp?”ﬁéﬂfﬁgf 21 the act of "/‘nz‘cfﬁam* wifh
e serpﬂm, ifze head g ,:f" which dc wnder fus foor ; and this C:erpfsm,
we are told, is that which guarded the tree with the golden fruit
in the midst of the garden of the Hesperides.
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was no other than the garden of Paradise, "onsaquenuy, the
serpent of that garden, the head of which is crushed beneath the

To nndl el T omanmse f s e b s mmpeiem ma dww s A s an oo i
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Parkhurst, in his “ Greek Lexicon,” says:—

#1tis well known that by Hercules was meant Ehe sun, or
solar fight, and his twelve famous labours have been referred to his
passage through the zodiacal signs.  But the labours of Hercules
seem to hzwt‘ had a still higher view, and to have been oriUinaHy
U.Cbiu IJCU a5 ﬂlllUit‘lildLiL llltfil]U[_ld,lb Ui _\T\'_hELt t}_l@ I.Ed.l OUIJ. Ui \JULL
and bav;our of the world was to do, and suffer, for our sakes.”

If the reader cannot recognize into what realms of comparison
the joint admission of these two reverend scholars are drifting,
our words of explanation could do no more by way of eniighten-
ment,

In Bell's “ Pantheon” we have a full account of another cele-
brated God-man, whose worship commenced at a very early date,
and, after having been established for many centuries in Pheenicia
and Egypt, subsequently became transferred to Greece.  From
the fact that several splendid temples were erected to him, a
vulgar opinion prevailed that the worship of EscuLarivs
criginated in Greece,

Some centuries after Esculapius had received divine honours
at Epidaurus, he was formally adopted as one of the gods of
Rome, and about 280 years before the Christian era his worship
was celebrated at Rome with the utmost splendour.  This incar-
nate Ged-man was represented as the son of the vrrgin Coronis,
by Apollo, the sun-god, whose oracle recognized and proclaimed
his divine origin. In infancy he was brought up amongsf

chrodhhosde nrhr’\ at ANre nercety
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raised the dead, and by aid of his staff, wreathed aronnd by

sick, raised th ad, and aid
o serpent which he had conguered, he perforimed such extra-
ordinary miracles of healing that he was always termed “ the good
Szwi(}ur " :md, a.f‘l’:er a violent death, was worshipped as the bene-

sﬁ?j’{’m were s “13'11)1”11’13 and the miracles related of him are so
curivusly gropheliz of the still later performances n Judea, that

we clte onc as an example.

The bilographer of Froclus, the Greek vhilosopher, writes -

H

“The daughter of Arciuades, and wiﬁ; of Theagenes, when
she was yet bura young malden, and biving with her parents, was
seized with a grievous and tncurable di stemuer
“ All help from the physicians failing, her father applied to

nhi Es;am her (Proclus), entreatl hitm to oray for his daughter.
e therefore v*cn‘t to the fe inple of Esculap m:,., intending to pray
tor the sick woman to the god ; for the f“rv {Athens ) was at that
time ?neacxu in the undemalished temsple of ‘the Good Savicur,’
but while he was praying, according o the ancient form, a sudden
change appearcd in the damsel, and she was immediately restored

e

to health, for the Savicar, as heing God, eesily healed her.”

Middleton, in his “ Free Enquiry,” writes t—

“Sorabo informs us that the tcn *"Tes (\i

ranily {T:{.J with the sick, and (hal ablets

WEre COmMn-

A1 prege
cihl WYL

the walls, deseribing the cures effected by ‘rag 5o . There
is still a remarkabie %"a(_,m 1t of one of theze tablets ¢ ;mt, and
exhibited | by Greuater in his collection, as it was found in the

le in the a,nd of the Tiber, at Ro:ne,

ruins of Esculapiug’ temy;
whilch gives an account of fao
f“’:/’rzf”z/r in the open view, and with the loud acclamations of
the people ‘ack nowledging the power of the god.”

- Tid Fras

7
i pestored Po SEZRE DY

What a pity it is that 2is miracle had not occurred three
aundred years later | the Christians wonld have been at no loss
1o determnine from whence the Romans dospereed thoir narrative,
etch by an avtract frot ‘\Ej son's frans-

T R A
We conclude this sketch by an eutract from
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c
every schoolboy, and would be, of course, deeply interesting to
every Christian, could the time to which it relates have been
pushed forward, as above suggested, two or three centuries,
Once, as the sacred infant she surveyed,
The god was kindled in the raving maid,*
And thus she uttered her prophetic tale:
“ Hail, great Physician of the world, all hail !
Hail, mighty infant, who in years to conie,
Shall heal the nations and defraud the tomb!
Swift be thy growth, thy triumphs unconfined,
Make kingdoms thicker, and increase mankind ;
Thy daring act shall animate the dead,
And draw the thunder on thy guilty head;
Then shalt thou die, but from the dark abode,
Shall rise victorious, and be twice a god.”

In the same smoothly-flowing rhymes, Addison, whose versifi-

grand festivities of harvest, and the season of vintage, It is for
this reason that the Greeks, to whom this season was of all others
the most festive and welcome, commingled so strangely the rites
of Ceres, the corn-barvest goddess, and those of Bacchus, the
patron or representative of the solar energy in the grape harvest.
In India this god was obviously confounded with, if not the
actual original of Siva, the principle of generation, as well as
destruction. His worship was also extensively practised through-
out Pheenicia and Syria, where he was known as Hesus. He
is also considered to be synonymous with Adoneuos, the Giver,

* Pythoness or Sybil,
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and some mythologists have identified him both in history and

(

character with the "’9‘}*13:iss.11 Owls alzo the symbol of the sun in
summer,  Certain it is that the Osirie mysteries were ransferred
from Egypt into Greece, where they becume the Bacchic rites,

\Y
o
just as the wmysterles of Isic (Nature) became in succeeding
centaries, the mysteries of Eleusts, i which Ceres, the queen of

1
heaven, and representative of the fruitful eartl, was the centrax

LI ar y L] g - 45 SN~ SR « S, NI, ol T
figure,  Orphens distinetly identifics Bacchus with Gsiris, whose
history was subsquently transferred to Moses; hut Ovid and

r

Horace describe him, as usuzl, as the son of a god, by a mortal
woman—as concealed from the wrath of a tyrant king in a chest
which was set aficat on the waters ; rescued by a king's dasghics,
by whom the divine infant was brought up. Ultimately he becomes
the great miracle-worker ; 1s worshipped as the saviour of men,
and their redeemer from the storms, tempests, and sufferings of
winter ; alternztely adored as & god, and pexsecuted by adverse
powers, he is Qnally torn in pieces, likke Usiris ; ke him, how-

ever, and in imitation of the sclar legend, Ele: is annually resur-

rected and annually reascends to his place in the hemensﬁ to be
re-born and to re-cnact the successive events the sun-gode

vearly myth,

Apolle, Mercury, and Adonis, are all incarnations with frag-
ments of the same history, each of them being * Sons of God,”
by mortal woman ; cach being for a time incarnate on carth for
thie benefit of mankind ; cach destroyed and received up inte
heaven again, as mediators between the Most High Zxus, the great
UnryewnN and UNENoWaBLE, and ainful men. Ehe Tast, and
'pevha.'p:‘i th{% most porﬁ cal of all these Grs’:ek ..f-‘;.va,tam has been

Qf Pron Lﬂ“e g,

popular descriptions given of this famous myth, that one is; at a
loss to point o the best version extani,  Prometheus, * himself
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a god,” is represented as descending to earth, and for the sake of
elevuting humanity to a higher standard than mere
he steals the divine fire of immortality from heaven, and by
infusing into men the deific principle, renders them, like himself,
sons of God.

For this act of sacrilege, the god-man i3 doomed to be nailed
to a cross and exposed on Mount Caucasus, until death trans-

the gates of which he thereby for ever unlocks to the human race,
In writing of this god, Mr. Graves says very concisely: ““In the
account of Prometheus of Caucasus, as furnished by Seneca,
Hesiod, and other writers, it is stated hat he was nailed to an
upright beam of timber, to which were affixed extended arms of
wood, and this cross was situated near the Caspian Straits.” The
“ New Am. Cyclopedia,” vol. 1, p. 157, says: “It is doubtful
whether there is to be found in the whole range of Greek letters,
deeper pathos than that of the divine woe of the demi-god
Prometheus, crucijied on the Scythian crags for his love fo
mortals,” Mr. Graves adds :—

“In Lempriere’s ‘ Classical Dictionary,”and the ¢ Anacalypsis,’
may be found the f{ollowing particalars:—* At the final exit of
this god, the whole frame of nature became convulsed ; the earth
shook, the rocks were rent, the graves were opened, and in a
storm which seemed to threaten the dissolution of the universe,
the solemn scene for ever closed, and ‘the Saviour’ gave up the
ghost.”

[ e

Mr. Taylor makes the statement in his “ Syntagma ” (p. 93),
that the whole story of Prometheus’s cracifixion, burial, and
resurrection, was acted in pantomime in Athens jzz.fe /mna’rfd

years Defore Chwist,  Tor furth et

ot e .‘l.-...,-. nnnnnnnnnn elos
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celebrated Avatar, the reader is advised to study Eschylus's
sublime tragedy of “Prometheus Bound,” as acted m Athens
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classical lore, may now obtain fine translations of this noble work

'}-.; T P | Lhe - -
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'E_‘)
them consult any of the four bocks of the New Testament, in
which thev will find the life, death, suffermgs, and mam incidents
of the Promethean tragedy, lhgzarized under another name.
'L'rue, the Greel version of the story was mublished abroad at

i ¢ T T T} i ~ !
least five centuries before the jewish 3 but as the latter has been
:_"f'\’iﬂt‘c;r" o T e R T raffct-ni“nv\c T RFeET A b e e S
SLILIEUL WU LIHOMSA Ly O FUVIEIONS, QiiChalilils, HIuCy Ahauitiilo, alits

amendmenis, nodertaken in different centuries to suit the views
of interested commentators, the reader will have all the benefit
of these “modern improvements ¥ in the gospel version. For
the ORIGINAL OF ALL ORICINALS, consult the sacred books and

still older monumental scriptures of the Hindoos, in which the

entire legend may be studied in its primeval treshness and antigne
ideality.
A
SECTION X
THE LAST OF THE AVATARS AND HIS RELATIVE

POSITION IN HISTORY,
TwERE are many students of religious history in the world, and
some into whose hand  this fttle volume may fall, who have
been accustomed to think the o//of religion is comprised in their

farme of faith and wha mistalks Fheisr afifminne for well nroven
AL LELG WA d‘LLJ.ULJ-’ TR AW Ll g P93 B0 | ST I 4 5 W g s ("‘_V/ﬂfl‘vlllib * Wk TH st t AN T ik
Jacts.

To such persons, the preceding pages will not be iudged by
the weight of evidence which accompanies the statements they
contain, but rather by a comparison of those statements with
their own preconceived prejudices, and the vunreasoning belief
thar whatever is opposed to their faith most he false. Readers
of this teraper, if they deign (o oppose our heretical doctrines

Aith any show of argument at all, would do so in the usual
{ashion, substituting faith for reason, and asking in fear and
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trembling, lest the very coniact of logical reason sh

O
o

the mystic aura of unreasoning faith. *“Where, then, do you
place our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, and Him crucified 27
Auwuthor.—Amongst all the other Lords and Saviours of
history, only ranking him as the Jasf of the Avatars, instead of—
as vou would urge—the original of the scheme.
Christian—Bat you seek to destroy the foundation of our
faith on the testimony of heathen writers, heathen scriptures,

revelation, cannot stoop to contend with evidence derived fromn
heathen sources, and proved alone Ly beathen records.
Author—~Who made the heathen? Do they derive their
origin from the same creative source as yourseives, or do you
teach of more Gods and more Creators than one?
Christian.~—Oh, there is but one God, of course; that is,
three Gods in one, and one in three, &c.; and, no doubt, this
Divine Trinity created all men-—the heathens as well as the
Christians, but

Aot 1
Awttor—If this be

ao thvarm  arbitr o,y
A |)U, Lhilivil Yy el SRR A

Y
of one part of God’s creatures be as good as that of another?
and who is to determine that the legend ORIGINATED by the Zeaien
is not divine revelation, as well as the copv of that legend
plagiarized by the Christians 7

Crwistian.—DBecausc we have the testimony of GGod’s own word
n the Bible,

RV L

Jusd

Author—How do you know the Bible is God’s own word ?

Christian—Do not Jesus and the prophets, the patriarchs,
and, in short, the Bible itself, say so?

Author.—Then you make the Bible witness for itsel
would not make it true. Bat even then, neither Jesus, nor the

+ rophets, the patriarchs, nor the Bible itseif, claim any divine
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OUn the bontzary, many parts of the Bible declare that it can onl
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be understoed spiritually, and that “ the letter killeth,” Some
5
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Sarah, and Hagar, are affirmed to be allegories, and throughout
its pages no clair /s ever set up for its divine authenticity. In

‘he face of those scientific revealmenfts which resolve the chief

,...\.

portion of its writings into mLaﬂstic allegories, it would scarcely
matter to the true scientist, what its allsged grounds of authority
Were,

No book can witness for itself without ample corroborative proof,
and all scholastic proof is in direct antagonism to yeur claim,

Bevond this, the internal evidences of your SBeriptures are

aham, the patrarchs, and
Toses, are direct and i*hmngp}awmz sms from the Scriptures and

et

traditions of far older nations than the Tews: nay, the very

-

2

personages you claim to he :such, are so confounded with s
myths, that the most learned commentators arc at a Eoss 0
dizcover where the myth enc- and the history begins,  During
the two great epachs of the A‘:‘:‘i rian and Persian captivities, also,
the cities, temples, records and books of the Hebrews were
Cestroyed. Lt was confessedly to Rzra that the Jews owed the
re-construction of any scriptural records, and ihat at a very late
period in their national exi%tcncej and from the oral gassip of the
ancient men of the tribe, from whose sayings and traditions aloae,
the sacred word of God contszjned in your Old Testament was
compiled,

As for your prophetic writings, we have shown in former
sections how useless iv would be to attempt to unlock thelf
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ment turns upon the existence of an Incarnate God, whose
history we have shown you was published abroad in every country
ears before the Jews were known as a
nation. You can establish
truth, or special revelation, until you have dealt with and
accounted for all antecedent records of a similar character.

T

proves nothing, explains nothing, cannot blot them out of exis-
tence, or show your Incarnate God is entitled to the character-
istics these records assign to othe .. You must produce more
stringent tokens of original divinity for your Avatar before the
heathen histories can be sneered or abused out of the world’s

i v
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Cims;fmn ——You throw away the Bible, deny the Son of God,
revile the sacred word, and trample on the cross ! How can we
contend with such blasphemous infidelity ?

Author~—3tereotyped leims of accusation, and old stories
which prove nothing ; abusive epithets which convey no proof
and offer no rebutting testimony to our stubborn facts! PrROVE
that the Bible is the word of God, Jesus the Son of God; that
the cross 1s aught more than the cross of every other Hastern

mtlon, and that we are infidel to the truth mstead of to vour
1’\ fela =1 1‘\

>
.'\.,A.l \JJ. L1 2 \.31 !.J., L,Xu
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Chistian.-—If you will not accept of the sacred record

Author.—PROVE that it is sacred.

Christian.—We refer you to the history of Christianity itself,
ans the witness afforded by the faith of the most civilized nations
of the earth.

Auwthor,—We accept your new ground, and propose to select
from several millions of records a few passages illustrative of
the opinions of the most authoritative writers on Christianity,
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and that at periods so neasly in approximation with the time
fixed for the scene of the Christian drama that it would have

heen 1mpossible to forget or falsify its main incidents, had thes
YRR N S o
OgEn LU.[](.,JLH} {rue. et our first withess be from the Lrages

of the muoch-vaunted “word of God” itself.  How truly i

authors wrote, we mav judge from tha followin

“ Buat if our unrighteousness cominend the rightecusness of
Go d what shall ve say ? "—(Rom. il 5).
For if the tredh of God hath more abounded #lrowg/e n1v fiz,

anto s glul’_\,’, wihy yetam I also jl.luof::(.l asasinner?” (TROD’L i1, 7)-
“¥or this cause God shall send them sfromg delusion, that

7

they should believe @ Zie s that they all might be damned.”—
{z Thess. il. T1-12).

“Which things are an zilegory.”—{Gal, iv. 24}

“And communicated o Iheu that gospel which I preach

among the Gentiles, but grivalely to themn that were of reputa-
*:C“ P {Gal. Loz}

“God also hath made us able ministers of the New Te%‘rament

not of the letter, but of the spirit ; for e lefter killeth, but the

. L T L T S o DA LU=l
spirit g1 iveth hife. {2 Lon L O,

o

We now turn to some of the most authentic of the early
Christian writers, foremiost amongst whom stands the celebrated
Eusebius, 2 writer born at or about the year 288 of the Christian
era, and whose works, especially his * Ecclesiastical History,” are

han the

Dol

¥l

quoted with scarcely less veneration and implicit belief

¢

“ Holy Scriptures.”

In the first book of his great history, this devoted and hlindly-
bigoted partisan of Christianity, heads his fourth chapter with
these remarkable words (—

“That the religion published hy Jesus Christ to all nations
is neither mew nov strange” o . . .

“ Neither new nor strange 7 indeed, for in several succeeding
chapters he conclusively proves that all the doctrines, words,
works, epistles, and gospels of Christianity, were synonymous
with the words, works, and writings of the most ancient Essenes
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or Thcraseat% a sect which flourished and was widely known
both in Judéa and Alexandria for over two hundred years before
the Christian era.

In the 17th chapter of his second book, Eusebius says dis-

tinctly :—* Those ancient Therapeute were Christians, and their
ancient writings were our gospels and epistles.” That the universal
resort of the Christians—namely, to pretend that all antique
truth or philosophy was dorrozved from them—may become of no
effect, we may remind our readers that the most circumstantial
and complete history of the Essenes that was ever published was
written by Philo, a learned Alexandrian Jew, who was himself
one of their order, and who was born about forty years fefose
the period assigned for the birth of Christ.
The Rev, Rohert Tavlor, in commentin
adnussion of Tusebius above quoted, says :—

“Lardner, in his ‘Credibility of the Christian Evidences,’
quotes this astonishing confession of the great pillar of the
pretended cvidences of the Christian religion, and shows how
aware he was of the fatal inferences with which it teems.”

Faustug. the learned Manichean bishop of Christianity,
writing in the fourth century, says :—

“1t is an undoubted fact that the New Testament was not
written U_y Christ 1111115611, nor uy his aposdca but a JOi‘ig‘ while
after their time, by some unknown persons, who, lest they should
not be credited when they wrote of affairs they were little
acquainted with, affixed to their works the’names of apostles, or

O RT3 A o et L s LR e
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then said that they were written according to them.”

Mons, Daillee, a learned French writer, in his fine work on
“The Ceremonies of the Roman Catholic Religion,” says :—

“The Papists took their idolatrous ceremonies and worship of
images from the most ancient heathen religions.”

“There is no difference between Pagan and Catholic worship,
but only this, that names and titles are changed.”—Zudonicus Vivus.
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“f'{i! the heretical forms of Christianity were borvowed from

¢ heathen."—Epephainus,

“it mightily affects me to sce how many there were in the
cartiest times of the chirch who considere *", ihas a capital exploit
to fend o neavendy truth the ‘*ep ui‘ thelr own mvendons, in
order that the new docirine might be more readily allowed ar .eng
the Gentides. From which source, beyond question, sprang
innumerable books under the name of the Lord and his saints
and apustles, which 1 no wise favoured even the loust of their
doctrines.”— Casar bon.

“Such was the Licence of inventing, so headlong the readiness
of beheving 1 the frst ages, that the credibility of transactions
derived from thence must have been hugely doubtful, and thus
the Church of (od has reasona bly to complan of its miystical
tines, e frridences of Cluiyeh jfmfw'l (£i r/m £ell. )

“ Beclesiastical history reads nothing but the roguery and folly
of bishops and churchmen”—zand Lipstle of Ghrotius.

it wonld he needless to give here any description of the
. or Fssenes above alleded to. but if
L!d.}JC/’;lL‘} L dooall i AUUVE cllluduaoul UJ. LHEL f
tudy he works of Philo, or take the second book of Eu ebius's

famous “ Ecclesiastical Fistory,” he will therein find so perfect a

Ly

description of the character, doctrines, habits, miracles, and
teachings of Jesus Christ, that it will be necessary to assure him-
self that it is the great Christian partisan Eusebius who 1s writing,
and that he is describing a sect, w/he dved long anterior te Chris?,
and not a Christian community.

The learned Basnage, in his hist vy of the Jews, says tha

7]

althoueh FPhilo’s testimony

ano :\ b = A

and Therapeutee were neither Catholics nor Menks,

riv enoticn nroves the Fezenes
¥ enougn proves e Lssenes
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Christians, Catholics, and Monks conclusively encugh deﬂ'xoau

I

strate  thelr origin to have Deen from: fhe Essenes, scelng
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that they derive all
thence—that 1g, if (wo distinct sects should not present exactly
the same features without copying from ope another. Rew

1

Robert Taylor, in a most claborate argument, demonstrating

o/

from every possible source that the sect of the Lssenes was the
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root and foundation of the later Christians, concludes an array
of exhaustive and unanswerable proof by showing that in this
way only is accounted for, the fact, that Jesus and his followers
constantly alluded to a church and church organizations already

in existence, and flourishing before the period of his death and his
tollowers’ attempts to inaugurate his religion.  Mr. Taylor writes ;—
““ Throughout all these epistles we find the go f:pﬁ-l spoken of as
already preached fo cvery creature under the su 1, Scriptures
continually alluded tc ¢ high antiguity, cLuv:c“es already estab-
lished, distinct orders of bishops, elders priests, deacons, &c
exactly as described by Philo in his account of the Essenes, but
an impossibility amol.gst 2 sect just sprung into existence, and one
whose scriptures were not in St. Paal’s time even in existence.”

From the researches of Prof, Upham, of Bowdoin College,
U.S.A., whose long residence in the scenes he describes entitles

him to pronounce with absolate certainty upon their geographical
pOS]thnS we gather the fa]lowmv significant details :—
s £Ts on i Ton thaaminh Pha ams

¢ He came Mj)('/!! ijie 3Ed y:_/j Crdtitiee ©RFOugR 108 WIIRS Zie
coasts of Z)empa&:s. '—(Mark vii, 31) The name of Decapolis
1\
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wads nUL .I:&.I.lUWl.l Ut:i ore ine 1C151L (41 L\ \,1u, ang it hﬂ\’l noe

eastern uuunuai‘y Gf }udea, and th
peyond it.” (1 1)

The writer of the fourth gospel, claimed i/, Christians to have
been the beloved disciple, and an eye-witness of Jesus’ life and
acts, writes of Annas, the high priest, at the time when Caiaphas
is said to be holdmg that office. Again he says, “ Caiaplhas

ear,” when the office was not merely an
annual one, but, according to Josephus, was held by Caiaphas
ten years. 'The same statement, repeated in Luke, and several
times in John, thus—“In the high priesthood of Annas and
Caiaphas,” proves the writer 10 have béen ENTIRELY IGNORANT
of Jewish institutions,
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“ Delhuny deyond Jordan” s anciber solecism which proves
the writer to have been fgnorant of what he wrote about.  There
did not exist any Bethany deyond Jordan, and though Origen
subsequently tried to account for this passage by suggesting that
there might fave been twe Dbethanies, wost reliable authorities
admit that there might have heen—hut that there were not

“ fohn was baplising dn Aenon, wnear #i Salim in Judea,
becawse there was muct watey here” Such a place as Aenon was
nnknown even in the third century, and Aenon signifies 2 spring,
The writer did not understand 44s ozon language, then, in pretend-
ing that & spring was the name of a place.

The account in the fourth gospel of the Fpol of Bethesda, with
all its arcumstantial description and miraculously creative powers,
is, lika the miracle performed there—a fiction, Neither Josephus
nor any of his contemporaries mention such a place 5 nor has any
such lecality, nor even a tradition of its existence, heen found,
except 1 the fertile imagination of the Evangelist.

“ Near @ city of Samaria, which is called Sychar” No such
place was ever known, and though the most elastic “explanations”
have heen fitted to this difficulty, in the hope of explaining it
away, such great Biblical scholars as Credner, Ewald, Hengsten-
berg, &c., only make confusion worse confounded by striving to
find places to fit Sychar that will not fit, and meanings for the
term that will not apply.

Taylor, in a still longer and more daw <ing list of Bible
impossibilities than we could find room for in many sections,

describes their gross inapplicability to Jewish authorship, thus:

ot T—f/; /;IAAH Py 2_"11 %) f:g]d.idﬂ Qj‘.!/gl’/f

Cr_'[ll Fiea

dwelt af Capernawm ;' which is much such geographical accuracy

o
as if one’should relate the adventures of a hero who departed into

Mi d;peﬂm and, lea

wire L h‘hr‘i(‘\ﬁ came and dwelt in Lombard
X, eI n, came and dweit n L.omt

Street ;7 or, to bring the matter near home, w/ho departed iniy
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New South Whales, and leaving Sydney, came and dwelt in
George Strecl, Se, &o, Eoo

Chvistian.—And so you first make our Lord and Saviour's
divinity a myth—an imitation of scores of other pagan heroes—
and then you show, upon the strength of a few ndiscrees
remarks of the great and good Lusebius, that t
religion itself was but a re-hash of some contemptible sects who
fiourished before Christ, and Zappened to teach, preach, and
Jlive out the same doctrines and life that he lived. Worse than
all, you abuse the Word of God by attempting to prove that
the very gospels were written by foreigners, ignorant of the

geogra nhv and cnstoms of Palestine! Have vou never heard. O

clBILL .____ 2 il W

child of perdition! how the good Justin Martyr, in his famous
apology for Christianity, and subsequently the divinely-inspired

Chrysostom, both explained all these little discrepancies and petty
rq;i:ﬁﬁulties e annw rrver 55 Ehat Fhe Aedl o Ehet criam

by showing  that the devil--that cunning adversary,
ever seeking whom he might devour—put it into the heads of the
heathen fo invent these things first, so that when the Lord and
Saviour of Men should really be born He should not be belicved in.”
J_;ca\uug, huWGVEi‘, the reabn of pol 1Tl C" and vain d;ap 1(‘“18 at
least you must acknowledge that, in _lesus, the world has the
highest model of the purest life, and the divinest teaching that
was ever yet given to humanity.

Awutior.—Even there we cannot join 1ssue with the Christians.
Let the following examples of pagan morality and ethics speak

fo- themselves :—

“(God, who is perfect wisdom, and perfect happiness, is the final
refuge of the man who has liberally bestowed his wealth, who has
been firm in virtue, and who honours and adores the Great One.”

“Preserve thyself from self-sufficiency, and do not covet the
property of another.”

“The way to beatitude is only open to him, who, without
omission, speaketh the truth.”——VEDAS, #he most ancient of the
Hindoo sacred books.
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“Thou shalt n kill even the smallest creature,”
E0FT Mo ae ol n T o code e e et TS (¥ R IR S A I TP
inou I1ait 1o J_JiJ].U})lchLC LU Ll }'bt:ll. Ll!.d,l., WNRIC OcL Ullgb [
another.”
“Thou shalt not infringe the laws of chastity.”

LI110U Sh"}.t itot lie " “Thuu ::uam. 10t Laia“rr’ate ” "—FLOU
shalt not speak of injuries.” “Thou shalt not excite quarrels.”
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“ Do to another what you would he should do to you. . And
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Thou only needest this law alone.  Itis the foundation of all else
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Let not soft slumber close thine eyes

Before thou recollectest thrice

Thy train of actions thro' the day-—

Where have my feet found out their way?
‘What have I learned, where have I been?
From all Tve heard, from all I've seen,
What know I more that’s worth the knowing,
‘What have I done that's worth the duing,
What have I sought that I should shun,
What dut #have T left undone,

M et sprhot o 4110 a0 o1n ©
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These self inquiries are the read
That lead to virtue and to God.—Golden Vevwes of
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Volumes could not contain the noble truths and gracious senti-
ments to be found in the scriptures of Hindoos, Egyptians,
Chinese, Persians, Greeks, Romans, and other heathen nations,
written long ere the day when similar but neither finer nor
-purer teachings were enunciated in the “Sermon on the Mount.” -

Confucing, Boudha, Chrishna, Osirig, Zoroaster, Pytha

n s, Boucdha, Chrishna, , Zoroaster , Pythagora

Plato, Socrates, the Great Saladin, the English Alfred ; many_a
crusading hero, and many a turbaned infidel; Joan of Arc,
Savonarola, Pastor Oberlin, Theodore Parker, Swedenborg,
Martin Luther, Christopber Columbus, john I-~wi, and many
other such stars of gooduness, wisdom, and truth, whose multitude
outnumbers the galaxy, and whose brightness outshines the

physical sun of earth, have all inscribed names on the shining
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roll of immortality, not second in excellency, or inferior in worth,
to that adored as God by Christian worshippers, Narrow-
minded and narrow-souled bigots! If Jesus had been God, no
man could have imitated him.  Being man, how could he be
better tuan the good and true and pure of any age or any land ?
And it is a libel alike on God’s work and man’s history to affirm
that there are not more truly good in the world than truly bad ;
or that goodress and worth, when il attains its acme, needs the
idolatry of worshipping crowds to prove that it is a constant

- L..._.-...... ek
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concomitan _
Christzan.—Still again the question, though I tremble at the
blasphemy of propounding it. Who, then, would you say was the
Lord Jesus, and where would you place him ?
Author.—He was either a personal or impersonal represen-

tative of the Issenes, appcaring in Judea about the time when

oy yont in manv other
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places, and eventually came to be preache d there also He might
have been the Zdea/ man of the grand soly: drama, which the

t ystics of the East, cherished
as their esoteric doctrine, whilst exoterically, they, like other
ancient religionists, taught to the people a pure and simple
system of theology and merals. At the same time it is possible
that he may have been a man, a truly good and pure man, around
whom his friends subsequently wove the famous solar myth,
writing just such a history as * the Scriptures 7 required, for the
fulfilment of the expected Avatar of that particular cyciic epoch.
But even if he werec a man, there is no cvidence of such a

perﬂonahty save the four gospels, the anthorship of which has
PN EE T rain hasn Aonmiad ho tha hast nivtlharibo fa hoos halamesd
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to any disciple of Jesus.
No contemporary historian makes any mention of such a
personage. ‘The events said to have occurred at his trial and
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Philo, the learned historian of the Hssenes, wrote of his period
without ever alludlng to him. Josephus, the voluminous historian

akes no mention of him. Early in the

of Herod and his es, m

fourth century, mdeed the unscrupulous and devoted partisan,
Eusebius, claimed to have foxud a copy of Josephus in which one
single passage appears descriptive of Christ and suggestive of his
divine life and mission. It is needless to remind the well-
informed scholar that even the most zealous of modern historians
writing in the interests of Christianity, have been compelled to
give up this one passage in the one copy of Josephus, and acknow-
ledge that it was an audacious interpolation. No writer has more
curtly or deliberately condemned this forgery to the obscurity it
cannot (nnFnr‘mngfefv\ find, than Gibhon in his ¢ Decline and

Fall,” &c., when t jx throws in a note admonishing his readers
“that the passage concerning Jesus Christ was inserted into the
text of Josephus between the time of Origen and that of Eusebius,
and may furnish us with an example of no vulgar forgery.”
. . . Philo, writing at the very time when the miracles of
Christ, if they ever occurred, must have been known to him,
makes no mention of any such personage.

Tacitus, Pliny, Suetonius, Epictetus, and Plutarch (all learned
writers, born within the very century marked as that of Christ,
writing of his sect and country, and familiar with all the circum-
stances of contemporaneous history), make no mention of the
personage, or only allude to. the traditions current about him as
promulgated by Christians themselves. Where, then, would you

place your God, oh Christi

and as the last hero of a legend which has been the prophetic
wof i

mantle thrown over the shoulders, now of inspired men, and now
L i mnmamat rrtha rinFil fha sbarn pacmae af hictorv and corrabora-
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tive testimony alone can decide which are the characters of actual
fact, which of blind raiTH, and

Christian.—And stIH I wity sELiEvE. The Chrlstmn rehgion

which of deliherate FrAUD ?
is goo. enough for me. The Bible is my rock of ages, Christ my

salvation,
."M#/? AnAd Ris
LR L UAL

CONCLUSION.

LN - S

THE RELIGION OF THE PAST, PRESENT, AND
FUTURE.
ON reviewing the precedinv pages, every truly thoughtful reader

Ton o R - o A oxrrlea

must be prepared to consider the guestion, as to what co

'
=

sion he can deliberately arrive at concerning their contents. If
they are false, the magnitude of the interests they assail, and
the supernal character of the subjects they deal with, render such
falsity an unpardonable crime against God and man.  Bat if, on
the other hand, they are true, and f)iove their truth by the
unassailable character of the evidence upon which they rest, is
not the conclusion of every candid mind inevitable? and can
there be any appeal from such a conclusion ? True, we have left
much of the story untold. We have not attempted to unmask
1 A

the tremendous frauds

A v cnaous irau

Christianity, in reference to the Seriptures, and other forms of
testimony, imposed by Synods and Councils upon a mystifled
but all too trusting world. We bear no record to the savage WAars

N Y am Jarmdes howa Aandane
HILOY] \._,L b ctl 1:1, 10y Ll Ve UCUllLl
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and <riuel o 1a55aCres, Dy wi
Christian communities, and that on no other pretext, than the
settlement of impossible points of faith, or incomprehensible
propositions in metaphysics. We close our ears to the agonizing
cries, whose echoes still vibrate from torture chambers and
blazing piles, where Christians are torn in pieces, or roasted alive,

for the honour and glory of other Christians’ opinions.
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We stee! our hearts zg anst the bitter mosans and piteons
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Inguisiton, whero many a hapless victim has c{ma & ﬁhu

have been haled to shamefu} eit:a‘ths because th_
believe the baker's bread and vintner's wine, dispensed |

hands, could become the fesh and blood of & 'E.::e‘m_;

existence on carth was doubtful, through the magica
of ecclesiastical jugglery: in a word—the e\frhieez_ c.entu_riefs’

roecord of all that (ffhristiamtv has done, and said, eannot form a

;
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enough v rritten, 1o give any inic Jl’!f:;f::nt reader an nterior view of
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and frauds,” have been kept e:}.shrmed,

To any candid mind, the sum of all that rewains of that
forndation upon which proud ccclesiasticizm has upreared itg
stupendous empire will be a foundered ship, tossing on the wild
and tempestaous bill s of divided opinion, a.nd only waiting for
the next hightning flash {rom the heaven of know Ie(‘age and

Pin]

anmvhmﬁm ent fo st

L into the anresurrecting ab
=

a ship with sails all rent, rudder gone, compas

with her parting planks © captain, pilot, steersman, and crew all

1 PRe)
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= dravwn, The world

allegory, trom v&hen : the
may ask-——Can such a \f-”eck as this ensue from the mere with-
drawal of the veil of mvs‘n’;erv that bias so long enshrouded
hollow prefences of ecclesiasticism ? _

Even so.  This is tho Gresling up of systems that have

stolen the sacred garb of religion w aray theiridols in. The

melting away of idlz visions and valn superstitions, bu :less
theories, and legendary myibs, worked up into human forins,
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_Witfi aeific attributes, A pageant meant at {irst to dramatize the
solemin march of nature, but ending with the worship of the
players, A farce constructed on the awful name of Godj a
tragedy of darkness, wrought out of cheerful sunbeams ; a melo-
drama, where men pretend to call each other gods ; and mimic in
their play, the tutelary angels of suns and systems.

And yet, in the midst of all the mighty upheavals which

sodern sclence, art, discovery, and reason are elfecling in the

fantasies of theology, and the groundless assumptions of priest-
craft, let it never be supposed that either pen or voice can mar
with irrevercot touch the sacred elements of irue religion.

God lives and reigns, although the mythical forms of ten
thousand God-zen should vanish into the airy realms of allegory
and imagination. The facts of bypmortality can never be dis-
proved, although the Avatars, on wuom a superstitious faith has
buiit up their only proofs, resclyc themselves into solar fire, 'md
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are stubborn facts, and sin 18 a stain on the sowl of man, which
the conjurers of ecclesiastical ““rings” can never convert into
good by spells and tricks. The truths of religion were born before
ccclesiasticism, and will survive its wreck., The ruins of faiths
men deplore do not aflcct the principle of natural, heaven-born:

-1 | irion ¢ and were every form of faith now nrevailing
pilm 1 gion ; 0w prevailing,
blotted out from earth one minute, the next would see created

man wosshipping hﬁ creative Father, God; fo;lowmcr the
beckoning hands of immortal friends,” with the confident assur-
ance of their own immortality, and listening.to the pleadings of
the importunate witness for geood and evil within, their cox-
scionce, with the acknowledgment that they were responsible
beings, and must create, by their deeds here, their heaven or hell
hereafter.

Religion is not shipwrecked in the downfall of ecclesiasticism,
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On the contrary, it will rise up fairer, purer, more true to God
and nature, and more in harmony with the demands of life and
destiny, when the tree of idolatry 1s cut down, and God’s imiperish-
able Bible in creation is open for the study of his creatures, unre-
ot -..‘ tad ey #la A At v an AL tg d +h~ vy ia
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made scriptures. And all the while, the elements of true

»f man-
revelation are growing brighter and brighter, and bringing convic-
tion to the soul of man that there isa veritable science in religion,
the indestructible foundations of which are laid in physical nature,
the crowning glory of which will culminate in spmtual existence.
And all the while, and all down i
higher worlds than earth ; interventions of higher existences than
earth’s; spiritual sights, sounds, and revelations, which keep alive
the glorious assurance that we are not left to our own blind
vision to discover trmth ; not compelled to grope our way without
stronger guidance than our own; in short, that the invisible
things of the universe are but witiiesses of a higher, grander, and
more permanent universe of invisible rcaitties within, and that
when we are ready for it, and the ground is cleared of the
superstitious rubbish that now encumbers it, we shall be inspired
to outwork the FacTs of a spiritual science, in which all motions
in the universe—past, present, and to come—shall be found
acting together in purest harmony; in which the immutable
principles of Divine science shall not leave us any longer at the
mercy of every new form of faétk or fraud that man can devise ;
in which God and angels, men and spirits, life here and, here-
after, eternal progress and supreme good, ever triumphing over
evil, shall all be unfolded, combined, and linked together in the

imperishable FarTHs and eternal FACTs of the religion of the
future.

Jorx Heywaop, Excelsior Printing and Beokbinding Works, Manchester,



