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THE DOCTRINE OF "REINCARNATION."
BY EMMA HARDINGE BRITTEMN.
To tha Editor of The Spiritual Sciemtist; '
Tn compliance with she wishes' of numerous of my own
comrespondents aad your admiring readers, 1 ask thg privilege
of presenting 3 few thoughts on a subject which has of late

been, like many other obnoxious and repubsive ride irsaer—
ruthlessly engrafied upon the pure and {rwitful suil of Spirit.

ualism.  Excepling perhaps the infamy of what is popularly
termed “Free love,” oo other theory scéms so irrevaleny, and
certainly none More [raught with baneful readenciesthan thal
of which [ write, namely, the doctrinestyled “Re-incarnativ -
It may be asked, what have any side issues (o do with
Spiritualisr at all, and why chould amy irrevalent vagiries of
modern idealism be foisted-oh the world as the vutgrowth of
the Spiritual mavement? To the Latter question 1 reply,—
because the side issues of which the earnest and thoughifu)
Spiritualist has the most cause 1o complain, have chiely beea
promulgated by spiritual mediums, spealeees, and writers, and
hence, both within and witheut the ranks of Spiritualism their
expression has naturally been ideatified with that of commu-
nion of apirits, which is authoritative coly bacause it is based
upon facls, but which may become as mischievous as any
other fantastic creed or man-made dogma, whea it is suffered
to drift izt the sphere of uastupported theoey. To my
apprehenaion, Spiritualism, in ity strictest sense, is 2 demon-
stration of the soul's conlinued existence after death; a
seriea of facts proving thay under favarshle tircumstances,
the disembodied #pirit can communicate with the embodicd ;
the disclosure of an itamense range of new powers common
to the human soul in boath spheres of existence and the open.
ingup of a vast vista of glorigus possibilikigs concerning
that soul’s future destiny, entirely at variance with man's
ired opinicas of the b dter aa derived imom creedal
thealogic teachings.

li 1, "

™
faiths, or
That these d as they are on
stubbom facts, and verified by the experiences of the best
minds of the age—must involve the most radical and momen-
tous changes of opinion concerning human law and conduct,
ng analytical thioker can deny, but that they neceasarily
imply that those who have been privileged in their reception

h

shall unhesitatiagly discard all that they have previously|,

deemed true and sacred, and forthwith accept all the wild
schemes and disruptive propositions which fanatacism or
icentiousness may think proper to announce a8 an “inspira.
tion from the 3piriis,” is an idea 16 transcendent of the

)

Ih:r inspired trance speeches, that there were various spheres
Vol spiritusl being sn which all the requirements of the human
lsou] for reform, purincanon, and development, would be {ully
satished. Ameng 3 vast amnunt of spirilyalistic hiterature
now in my possession, 1 have an abundant record of this
lady's past utterances, and ia not oné is to be found the least
| allusion to the doctrine of e incarnation, or any return of
the soul to earth except in the character of 1 ministering and
) communicating spirit.  Jidging by the superior excellence
‘and marvellous character of her earliest addresses, these
+statemnents are fully a3 worihy of credit as those ol her more
‘1pature years, and yet the latter wholly contradict the former,
‘and that on a puint se infnitely imporiant as an ivem of
refigious Delief, that § must bie pardoned for eiting them as
1 startling illustrations of the shape in which this Re<dscarna-
tion theory is suddealy crapping up among us. N

in some discourses given by Mrs. Tappan in ‘Landom
within the last few months, the controlling iniclligences
announce the doctrine of Reincamation in the breadest
sense.  Lln one adidress, of quite recent daie, vliered in-
irregular rhymés, far inferior in style and tone to many of
this lady’ spublished poems, the speaker claims to be influenced
! by 2 spirit who aileges that he had first appeared on eacth in-
'the most ancient period of the Hindoo dynasty.  Alter
|de:crib‘|ng several consccutive “iwelve births,” in what we
{must inler were different forms of humanity, he proceeds Lo
{declare that he became an Egyptian, the one who planned
and helged 1o build the Pyramida.

Then he appears as one of Egypt's‘Shepherd Kings, and
atter anather succession of births, is re-incarnated in the
person of Saul, lsrael's rebellious king.

More successiona of “twelve births" follow, after which the
wandering soul becomes a Jewish child encountering and
being bleased by Christ in Jerusalem, then a martyr to the
Christian faith, then a Christian prieat, then somebody 2ise,
and somebody ebse still, then Michael Angelo, busy in build-~
ing St. Peicra at Rome, and alter sundry other transmigrations

exquisite lines on God, 3¢ famaliat o all readers of spiritual.
istic literature commencing, =
0, Theu etevmal one, whont presence bright
AN 3pace deth LECUPY, AN mom.n guie,
Unchamged thro tune's 4lb devasiating fight,
T hou oriy Uad, thave s nu Ged Deside.
After sundry other wanderings detailed in rhymes, which
“1go surcly prove that his poetic eitlatus has not improved
+ since the above quoted subilime lines were written, the lext

not clearly stated, he becomes 2 poet and the aukwr O thos ey

u\_vodelly of nature and yubversive of that ordor which has.gnes on to say that through all these long centuries of
bitherto been regarded as Heaven's first law, that it seems | re-mcarnation, the main object of the pilgrimage has been 10
duty devolving upon those who have hoped most from Spirit- | discover his twin soul, counterpart, or athinily: a fnal union

ualism, labored most Githfully in its behalf, and suffered{with wham, completes his destiny, revalves him into a fully

most from the follies which have defermed its beauty and
perverted its uses, 1o unite io the demand (hat its true nature
and fusctions shall be¢ more carefully analyzed. and its true
genius more th ghly defived and und d

Leaviog other “side issues,” however, {or the present, and
limiting my attention to that one, which, above all seems
most calculated 0 ahake the Spiritaadisiic theory 1o its very
loundadon, and sabatirutz in its place 1 doctrine as doletul
and repulsive as the theologic Laith in a final Heaven and
Hell, ] wm 1o the subject of Re-incarnation, which hawever
dnexious it might be when preseated 1o the world as'the
dream of a speculative theorist, startles us outof our brightest
hopes and fairest prospects, when it comes-to ws [rom the
lives of these who claim 10 speyk from the very self same
authority upoa which our supécatructuce of Spiritual faih is
apreared

Basides the woluminoos” writhgs of Allan Kardee, Miss

Blackwel], and others claiming to be media {or spirit teach- deceiving ws.

ings in Europe, we bave in America the uticrances of some
of Mrs. Conaat's spiens in the Baoner of Light communica-
tions, and last bat not least, our much admired fellow-worker
in the spiritnaj viseyard, Mrs. Cora Tappaa.

Some twenty Feary ago, whea 3Mrs. Tappan (thtn Cora

perfected being, and henceforth he becomes a saviour and
tutelary spirit to the human race. Now if thix remarkable
address were put [orth as a mere poetical rhapsody, the
hearers anik readers thereof might accept st for ils simple
warth in a literary point of view, but as | understand it, it is
given a8 a statement of facts on the autharity of a spiri|
controlling Mrs. Tappan, and nmt only giving through her
lips, his own autehiography, but weaving it ine a series of
addresses preceding and suceeeding i, all of which cliim 10
tedch, upon spiritul authority, the same docirice of Re
incarnavion.

1[ we are 1o lose our beliel in the existence of the soul
after death, upan the communwon of speits, and one of those
methods of communion is rance speaking, mark the dilemma
which the acceptance or rejection of this one medium's
utterances alune would place us ic ?

Either we must believe that Mrs. Tappan or_her spirits are
If the medium is false, whem can we trust?

1f the spiriy,- are we in any betier plight?  Allen Kardec is
j alleged Ly his adimirers to Le no Jess trustwnsthy than Mrs,
Tappan. Miss Wlackwell is equaily regarded as 2 mediumistic
oracle. i they are ialse; why are not ali media the same?

110 the media are all unreliable from whence comes our

Scott) became entranced, under the influence of spirits wh | Spiritualism, and what becomes of cur autharity ?

manifested their clum to credence by an eloquence, power, |

All our knowtedge of spirit Lile and being, all that we have

and wisdom, far bevond the young medium’s capacity, she ‘:lemednrlhink we have learned, duning the last cventful twenty
taught lhe doctnae wi eadless tgiridmal progression; the iseven years, of what we have fondly deemed communion with
mpotsibility of any retrogression and repeatedly declared in | e beloved ones gone beforc—depends forils acceptance oo

¥ .
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“the integrity of the media through whom the communications Wrdtes apreuly fot tha 5jeriinal Scuatia,
are received, on theiruthfulpesa of the Leingy who aciually do P A TEST,
communicate. -

There gan he no half measure about this
proposition; as on a careful review of the charaeteristics
which mark spirit communion, since its Grst advent through
Wit Rochester knockings, it is a simple impossitility, | believe i
the mediums capable of wrigiaating alt the immense mass aoik |
wariety ol test {acts thathase been iven throuzh them, vitea |
involvinyg the private historics of Lhausands of persons mith |
whom they could have hal no cnuaintance ;. either we must |
invalidate the authority of the fommunicating spirits, of come
10 the conclusion that we have not yet arrived at a suificieatly
definite standard of truthin spiritual communion —that we are |
at fault in the matter of what to reject a0d what 1 accept,
and we are tw often priding ourselves, upon having pro-
gressed beyond the AUC of qur spiritual Liith, we have not
da reality learmed faitly how to recoguize the A when we
see it

Apologists for contradictory communications are perpetually
‘reminding us that the immease diversy of life, character,
and conditioh in the spirit world, like that upon eur eanh, is
amply suificient reason to account lor toatrariety in the
communications. ln matters of opinion and theory, even ia
descriptions of the spirit life and land isself, this is certaindy
true ; but when media undertake to give us consecutive bi s
Taphies of the spirit speaking through tsem, and boliy !
Proclaim theie identity with divers of earth's deceased aota. |
Bles, are we 10 believe or dishelieve them—which ? |

Tf we disbelicve—the whole fabric of our faith, as built upan
the imegrity of our media, is shaken. If we accept—human
{odiwiduality, identity, together with the whole realm of
<arbly loves, [riendships, and ties of kindred melt into the
©hasion of a deeting dream.  There is nething real, nothing
[ i selc ness itself is a myth. Every suc,
cessive death is an annihilation ; and instead of a loag and
shining list of Immortal saints and philanchrepists, poews aad
painters, martyrs and heroes—earth's history is made up of
tha bi hies of a few wandering sprites who keep stretch-
ing out their histories through ali. time, and reproducing
themselres under all manner of protean forms and circum.
stances,

‘The hapless believer in Re-incamation can be as litle sure
of himself or his awn identity, 23 his most intimate acquain.
fances are for him. He has not 2 eharce to know who he is ;
bimseli; who he was vesterday o who he =it be to-marrow : |
and 1 to the precious ties of parentaze, or Lhe divine impulses .
of family love, kindred and Friendship, they are all iloanag
emolions 1o be biotted ocut in the zrave, and lost in new
successions of new lives, new refationships, new deaths, and
succeeding oblivions. The most remarsable and <erlainly
mot the least indefensible part of the Reincarnatiomiaty.
theory is, however, aot only that they have 10 fin £ on which
o ground theie assertions, M the maunty of their fellow
belicvers in Spiritwalism. but 1hat ihey cf there must Ly
countless miltivns of spirits cammunicating through oiher
channels who have no knowledge of Re-incarnation, and even
emphatically deny its truth.

Can the controlling spirits of the Keincamationists be the
only ones entightcned on such a stupenduus kem of the sl
destiny ?—an item which if ot common to al, mast Lie known
40 all—and that 1a reaims where such changes musi Le perpet-
wally going on as would render ignorance of the subpect )
impoasible ? i

U we may irust other mecia as reliable as thase whose |
aythority we have ciled, Michacl Arzelo has bren just as
basy in America as in London ; and set. when questinned on
the subject by his American iriends. he can only remember
having been engaged in buikding the Pyramids and fighting
the battles af the liraelites as King Saul, wher he vacticinates i
through the lips of one medium in Londan,  Were | disposed |
to treat this subject flrom a ndiculous rather than 2 senous |
stand-point, [ shuuld find food enouxh for my purpose, evea |
in the haey attemprs ata theory pu:?onh hy tre best delemiler |
of the ductnme—~Altan Kandee himseli. At itis, [ only desire |
18 remiive this fungus from the pure and whalesome soil on;
which we a4 Spuriualists have upreared our beaunful femple §
of faith, 40 framyht with hope wn eternal pFOETEsRIN, elernal |
Jove, iodividuahity, and selfconsciouness. It 18 with him alone,
Mr. Editor, that 1 ahall ask leave to oder a lew more arpu-
nents on_this sabject in & future paper.

BY C. A. CORSON.

Toe extreme castioa pracused of late by nvestigators
Wunst imposition o spirdusl mandestations seems almont w
bave o'er leapt itsell anid hilen ag the other side, It were
perhapy well if a paruon of the wiention could be ditected 0"
the commaatcuttons themselves rather thar ta their modur
operandi. Communications miy sometime,

s appear very trilimy
when weil weighad and conaic

lered undee their various phazes
They might present truths unsuspecied before, and el
wonthy of sludy. [ our eagerness to kel the huuse clean we
sometimes sweep clean out of deors with the fubbish, pearls
which often are discovered and forthwith appropriated by the
meanest passor-by, B -

Apparent trites become oftes the most significaat facts in
supplying the liak 16 3 chain of evidence ; thusa message like,
the tullowing for example, which was given sometime last winter
ata seance 3t Caseade, 3ad through the mediumship of Mrs.
Mare Andrews, brings with itself such incontrovertible prook
ol spirit-life and contiaued a¢tivity of memory after death, that
we bardly sced further assurance of EenuiDeness,—the thing
speakiag s absolulely for stseit.

Among the uswal manifestations that generally ke place
in Mrs. Aadrets dask circles—spirie lights, voiccs, raps
touches, etc 3 voice was heard, addressing 2 member of the
circle, and purporting to come from 2 lately deceased relative,
waying: “rell that peddlers are not as troublesome here as
they are with you.” The message was af first 2 perfect riddle,
both to the mediom aad the party addressed, and was allowed
to pass by almost unbeedql. The peeson-in charge of it
delivered it however 10 the absent one to whora it was seot
and the mystery was expliined. It seems that between the
deceased relative and that member of the lamily whom the
message concerned there had beea a short, time befare his
death a discussion about the Y peddlers ioned
and by what meaas they might be got rid of. “They come 10
often,'" was the complaint, aad are 3o pevsistant in obtrudiag
themaelves with tagir suadry wares, that | doa't koow what to
do. “Why ——"was the reply, “ just ask them if they have 2
license, and you will see how fast they will make off.” The advica
was fullowed and with sigoal success; the wholectreumatagce
meanwhile causing but a moment’s merriment at the expenye
offiscomiited and unlicensed peddlers. Ia fact the oceurreace
seemed of such little import that no farther mention way
made ot it, and 1t would probably have been entirely forgotten
but for the aubsequent communication Tevedling to it again

Here then we have 1 case whotly unknown to the medium
through whom it became manifest, and ta the party in whose
charge the message was given, and which <an be Jaid neithey
at the door of mind-readiny, doppelganger power, odic force o
confederate help. It illustrates moreover the more serene
view Spiritualism (akes of after-life, namely that the humaa
soul 1s merely sransiated irom the realm of the visible to the
tealm of the invisible with unimpaired memory agd all its
martal amd menial facalties.  Viewed rightly, this apparently
trifing occurreace, which sceptics might sneer at a3y too
uninzartant 1o occupy the attention or memory of an im.
muelal spirit, becomes of great moment when we consider tha
the deceased relative vcould nut have choscn 3 more conyincing
proal b his after-life-interest 1o the wellare of thove he loved
on earth, than just tat seemingly trivial fact known only to

i him and 1 her to whose enind he wished to recall it.  Ponder-

ous truths pompausly delivered and generalivies which ¢an be
made to fit almost any case are alike suspicious ; they may be
spinit-messages of nat: there is nothing to assute uws of it

: whilsta simpte incident like the above, carries conviction with

its sell-evidence.

In all warfare 3 change of taciics becomes sometimes
advisatle - ilinscad of yawing, wing, caging, mediums which
of nselt must be 2 hinderance to pleasant conditions, . we
woultd {e1 them alone and vive them [ree play, relying a litde
mare upan thewr hunor, wiuny 10 accept the heap of sand the
Kuid ming must of necessity give out, fur the sake of the smatl
parcel oi pure metal it may contun, and from cavillous invey-
tigators hecome silent and careful observers, warching atten-
tiveis all the peculiarities of a seance, we might perhaps glean
fruths which irom*mere sparks might becomes atars and grow
a warld to us. -

What we just now stand in particular need o, is a little dey
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Wrrus ks the Sorstian.
THE DQCTRINE OF “REINCARNATION."
BY EMYA HARDINGE BMITTEN.
Iu MY last article | gave a surface view of the aecessity, il
sot the actual duty, imposed upea Spiritualists to investi-
gale, and prove either the uuth or [alsity of the doctrine of
Re-incarnation, if they would have accepiance from ihe wurld,
as teachers of those princizies of apiritual existence, which
s0 pre-eminently distinguish the philosophy of Spiritualism
from the dogmas of Theology. .

‘The very comersione of Spiriwalism is PacT, or the
subatitation of knowledge for faith. We who are Spiritualists
da not surely belicve, but absaiutely dwotw that the spinits of
men once tmbodied on earth, live and communicate. We
koow this, first: from a set of sensuous demonsirativns lor

demonstrations themselves render us good and sufficient
reason to attribute to spiritual beings, Next: because an
immense masy of intelligence has been given through modes
which mortals could not themselves have originated; and
fnally: because the intelligence so rendered has been ideati.
fied with certain individuals once embodied upon earth and
proving their claims 10 be ackrowledged as its authors by the
tests of special individuality »hich mark the communicasions-
Now il the mere philosophy of Spiritualism were 10 be
arrayed against that of ChrisCanity, Buddhism, or any other
form of theologic faith, it would have to depend for it
P ¢ on the blecess of ita theery or the credi-
bility of its authors: bur Spiritvalism cannot thus be pitred
agaioat faiths whose existence is dependent upan 3 past
record. The very lynch-pin ol Sgiritualism is ita ability 10
supply those sensuous, demonstrable, and ever present facts,
im which every form of mere credal Leliel is wanting, and fur
the back of which they are crumbling into dust, and lesing the
adherence of the most analytical minds of the age, When
therefore.4 mere theory is propounded from the very camps of
Spiritualism, and those whom the world has been accusiomed
10 100k to s the aposties of 3 docirine based upon facts, and

P d with d trable evidences of its truth, undertake
16 use their facts 3s & cloak to cover their theories—Spiritaal-»
_ ism retrogrades into the same realms of shadowy belicl which
eashroud 6 many [orms of securian faith, and presents no !
more claims of acceptance from the reasoning mass of inves- |
tigaton han Christiaoity or Buddhism.
I Spiritualism i3 to advance beyond its phenomenal facts to |
the dignity of a philesophy, or the iaspiration of 2 religion, it

earliest utterances imply a [aith whoily at variance with their
present creed.  They used 1o teach the souls’ progress in the
spheres and not on earth. They used toteach, that knowledge
came through inspiratin from spirits—not that spirits wwre
obliged fo come 1o earth 1o yain kavwledge. These, and
various other items of a similar kind, should induce those
who insist upon “pinaing their faith upen mediumistic utter-
ances, to inquire which, is the most reliable,—the inspirations
of young, untutored minds, which like tablets of vi(g'in wax,
are free from the lincs of previous imoressions, and ready te
receive whatever the new and orginal ideality of the spirit
would care to communicate : or the vague opisions which
Hoat in the air around the atmosphere of gvery new reform,
and frum time to time find lodgment in the minds of these
psychaloyic subjects wha are susceplible of impressions from
any source— mundane or spiritual.

Again: which should the seekers for truth rely en,—~the
fantastic theories of a few, whose preseat teachings are
anugonistic to their furmer utteraoces, or the wurkd-wide
realm of intelligence which has distinguished and characier-
ired the communicatibns of 1ens of thousands of spirits
during the earlier years of the great American uutpuueing ?
What one ¢an maike out from the vague, incoherent, and
inconsistent theories of the Re-incarnationists, is aot very
likely to make many converts (o their doctrines, aor o em-
barrass, for any great leayth of time, the unity and prodciency
of the spiritual movement ; stijl most propagandists of an idea
are enthusiasts, witom it may notl be possible, even al it were
necessary, o convert from error.  3uch was Alaa Kardet,.”
such do 1 firmly believe o be Misy Anna Blackwell.  Both
undoubltedly were, and are sincere; and all wheo are candid
seekera for truth are not oaly justined in amalydng their
dactrines, hut in doiag so, set an example which not 2 few of
the fossiles ol conservatism would do well to imitate.

Having done so mysell and found the theory of Re-incarna-
tion, to my apprenention, as well as that of hundreds perhaps
thousands of others, a doctrine more loathsome, hormible, and
repulsive than even annihilation itsell, |, aud thase who Lhink
with me naterally begin to sift the evidences ol its truth, and
finding them theoretical merely, would gladly dismiss them
all together as the unquict dream of a levered sleep, did we
not find the hateld]l shadew thrown across the very path
whose radiance has 30 lately beamed out upon our darkeoed
way, from the sun of spiritual revelation. To disprove the
docirine of Re-incarnation, however, it dogs not seem neces~
sary to sound its shallows, nor analyze its fallacies.  Its chief

must not lose sight of its har b 10 its ph
ena, nor descend from its lofty vantage ground of knowledyr,
into the vale of misty theory.  Allaa Kardec, the great apost
of the doctrine of Reincarnation, while yiviog some of his
opinions upan the authority of spints, does not hesilate to
base his central idea of Reancarnation upon fhrories, which
he commends to his readers’ acceplance, because he deema
them reasonable, and assumes that they alane can account for
the order of treation. His devoued follower, Miss Backwell, |
mo Jess than his sympathizers in America {few though their |
numbers be), are for the most part mediums, and propaund
their Re-incaroation theory vpon the authority of what they
claim to be apirit teachings. The chiel, in fact the only
difficulty in thiz case, is thiv: Those who have been
accustomed 10 find in the plain, demonstrable facts of spirit |
jona pl 1 10 all their theolugic prublems,
and an anchor of assurance on which 1o rest their hopes of -
immortal progress and happizess, find themselves again !
entangled in the mases of contradictory theory by this new
- feature of spiritualistic revelation, and as remarked in my
formee paper, must either dascredit the media whom they have |
been accustomed o rely upon as heaven-inspired messengers N
ol truth, or question the worth ol spirit comfunon as a1
source of information at all. @ |
Itis in answer to very many eamest souls, faithifully seck- !

enemy i Spiritualism——thag is, Spiridualism properly under-
stood, and its Facts carefully separated from Lhe theories of
itg adherents.

Belare L close [ shall ask permission 1o add a few cilations
from some of those records which, as being the first we have
received from the spirit warld in this geaeration, and comisg
when our minds were utierly unbiased, in fact, ia .total ignc-
rance of the spirit world ahogeiber, or even what a3 spirit
traly was, may e taken as of far more valuc than aur present
heterogencous mass ol tovclation givem oa the authority of
“thus saith the spirit” and uttcred by those, whe having grown
familiar with spiritual things, hink they can venlure Lo inter-
polate where once ihey feared to tread. -

fn 4838, M. Alphonse Cahagnet pellished a work entitied
wThe Cebestial Telegraph, or Secrets of the Life 10 Cume, ?
being a series of revelations given through several excellent
somnambulists, whom M. Cahagnet maynetized for medical
purposes, but with no view of ablaining the wonderiu and
startling intelligence which his subjects in the magnelic state
volunteered.

M. Cahagnet's testimony is all the more reliable as he
entercd upun his wark as @ magnetizer with no precenceived
ideas of spiritual existence, nor the slightest cxpecuanon of
receiving the astounding views of spirit life which his “Ecsta.
tics™ communicated.  A)l was acw 1o him, and original with

_ing [oe-the tratk and wothiig but the trath, that | have been . them. They olten masifested in the presence ol the most
induced to call atteatwon to the groundiess character of the ; distinguished and learned visitors. Thev were tested seserels
testimony which the aposties ol the Redncamation theory : [ar more than any of our media in the present dav. ami while
rely upon, not one item of waich afiords the profound analyst ; describung the spirity of deceased persans ia such vvid terms
& shadow of evidence rhat wheir theories are corfect { and with such correct minutix, as 10 convince every investi-

The few medlums through which this dectrine is now com. » gator of the truth of whal. they discreditedl, they ahwo gave
mugicated, Have been many years beiore the pubisc, and their | an abundance of detail concerning the lile of the spint, the
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#pheres of spirila -xistence, the scenery, hoases, occupation, }

and desuny of the human soul, the nature oi Uod, Xe.

tor 3 mass of stull more al:borent in many of ity teachings
than the ibkemunig theories of Calvinism. I iLnot time that

In alk these descriptions. not one word of Reincarnatiop iv, we should begin to umlerstand shat Spiriwalism s ael, 3

ever hinted at; on the contrary. whea belivvers. or possiblv

o mere questivners on this sabject, asked the communica
spirits whether it was a4 truth, or if the soul nas ever a
rebosn in morial clay, the answer i EYFRY ~CERIT through
every somnambulist, was invariably and emphatically in the
negatiie. Seme spintg, and especially thnae who hal been
for centurics in the spheres, ur in Heaven,” .as the phrace
wenty, laughed at the idea of Re-incaraalion, argued asainse

ils poasibibity, anit wondered why meriais would cherish such -

a ridizulouy and unnatuesl theary,  bihe the great mapority of
the spirits who have subsvquently communicated in the
American ontpouting, the inmelligence. shrough Cahagoets'
Lesatics, taught that all knowtedge canee prom the spheres of
spirit life through inspiration: that progress was amply pro-
vided for in the spheres, and could be iar better ullimated
thcre, than oa carth, -

Nat to elavarate farther on this one point of testimuny, let
ws recall the teachings of D¢, Justinuy Kerner's Ecstatics and
we shall find themy exactly o the”:me purpose.  Kimilar
views are propounded through the prrations of Malame
Hautfe, the celebrated Seeress of Prevorsy, and lastly, whea
t\he spirits in America gave their Frst commanications, and
that 1o the most recepti unhiased, and therefore rebable
media of the day,—they taught universally, one monal liic
and death for all; progress through the spirit spheres even
for the very lowest and most degraded oi souis. They ue.
quently brought spirits te circles for 1eaching, and with a view
of aiding them to progress. They constantly relfated the
results of these progressions, and glaidened our hearts with
earratives of progressive lives in which the sgirits were
tepresented as having undergone ages of experience in the
spirit spheres, beiore the consummatien ef purification and
happiness could be attained. .

Let if be remembered that inour Krst comenunications with
SpinBeradenais —Lar. more- critical in demanding tests and
analyzing evidence than we are at present.  Withaut citing
farther awthprity, thercfore, we who are Spiitsalists, have
the right o assume that Molern Spiriwalism in its purest,
most demonsirable and reliable phases, is a complete refuta

ton of the assumptions of the Re.incamationists, and without

applying the scalpel knife of criticism ta the many fallacies
they teach, it is enaugh to say they pretend that the spirits
kaow nathing and can learn nothing in tze spheres, and have
10 be o ayain on earth, 10 gia knowiedge no less than 1o
achieve happiness, thav their temporary residences 10 spitil
lile are passed in spdieres of erracticity or wandering, where

Shey oniv know tnough to lexrn phey murt be boru again -

defure rhiy can aedvance one Hep farther. Camment on such
a thenry as this, in the light @i our mudern spintual revela-
tion is unnecessary

It is almost humiliating ta thisk that such sturf shall be put
torth among our spirtual Literature. cauociated from ~pritual
rostrums, and remain unconiradicied by writers on the sparit-

ual philosaphy, far fear of offcnding somebady, or atepping -

tualist’s favorite corn,  The history of
<ivilipaimg is the hiatary of InsPikaTina. Foetrs, punhng,
music, sculpiure, the martvts of religons history, the heroes
of national histary, alk providentiai lwves owe 1hewr genius,
beauty, and strength 1o the light of daspravnn: and when
inspiration comes from the eartly to the sprit world, nsiead
ol from the apirit woski to the canth, we may beiicvé thay the
#un o our sular system Jenives bis respienceat beams from
the shimemet of our street gas lamps, amil tortons the ficher
of earth's tilow candles tw feed the immensity of his realms
of faming glory?! .
In some tuture arlicle [ shall revert to thas subject as an
adriitivnab evidence of the folly —nay, the mantest injury—
which Spritualinay perpeirate when they surier (heir great
. and glonus revelation o be dnfted about by the winds of

idde, theoreucal speculation ; aond that lor fear the soveregn
i duainty of seme great |, shoulid be hurt Ly the presumgp-
tion that Spirnualism needs any other definition or himit thap
his or heropinion.  Aiready we have scen every folly under
the sun, even vice and rude nhscenity, thrust before the com.
wunity undes the garh af that Spinitelism which shouid be
syaonymous with purity . and oom we are to see it malaken

& .

weil as what it 152 Hasies true Spintualists te the rescue, il
var wauld be tound worthy oi the high and exalied privilege
ol ranking as soldiers in that aemy which does battle against
folly, japatacism, vice, and error, with the sword of Truth

torged in {leaven, and lent by angels 1o mortals in the shape
™ apiritualism.

Puenomenpr

A SITTING WITH MRS THAYER.
\ln. AXTHONY HiGaiss, JR. of whose abilicy and sincerity
L a5 an investgzaor 5 Mists necd no assurance, has
miade the dwmcmide Anndrabfc in the eause of Mrs. Thayer, the
ower-mediust.', Aewt & vear aga he threw dixcredit on
her mamitestations, but recently “the scvere logic of the
birch-rad of Lavts” has convinced him that in this he did her
imustice.  On the gth instant he attended 2 siuing of the
resulta of which he says : .

Flowers, rools, musses, mould mived with ci_ v angle-wnrms
and iasccts came upon the able : and said was literally
<overed with fresh and dewy producia of Flora, amonyg them
Lring many raritiex. They seemed thrown from ail direclions,
and struck the tabte with considerable force.  Une branch of
ar <tttk me a Lt Dannybrook. 1t weighed at Jeast Letween
vwo anil three pounds. My mental onler lor a rose-bash and
rugts was responded to by the mysrerious ageat at woek.
The amount nf materizl an the able at the end of the sitting
cau~ed Mrs. Thaver ta exelaim : = That's quite a lead fur ane
woman.” o

Whoever or whatever it is that commits petty larceny on

« the rarists of Boston and suburbs, | am sstished —hongh
not applying the crucial-test of Stover, Wetherbee of alr—
that Mrs. Thayer does. hat either through- hersell or coa-
tedernes imtroduce ar in anyway assist, save as a medium,
in the production of Huwers and plants av her remarkable

' scances,

Having doubied the lady's honesty I take this method of

- apuingiting for an error of judgment and thank hee for her
courtesy, Jorbearancegind unexpected kindness.

THE NEW SOUTHERN MEDIUM. i

%. BExy. F. SHEFTALL, a native of Savannah and belong-

ing to one uf the best known fimilics of Georgia, is the
genlieman of whose “impromptu mediumship” we recently
#ave ~ome accounl. A correspondent of the Banner gives
the jollowing accoumt of a suting with the medium on the
cuen:ng of April y1h,

“Fhe caliniel was cxamined by the audience, who pronounced
it ta be all right.  The [1ogtor was then bound with ropes, his
wrists were tied behind his back, and his arms alsa tied Hrmly.
The zemtleman who tied the Dactor s an old sadar, having
inloned the sea fur fifteen years.  He consumed twenty-iwo
nunutes in lying.  The doos oF the cabingt was thea ¢losed,
and i nfly-cyzht secunds the rapes werd thrown ovut of the
catunet, and the medivon walked out free.

The ropes were put back into the cabinet, the cahinet door
cloaed. and in the shart time of ten seconds—the door being
reupened—we fauad the medium firmiy tied, hands vnder the
chair, amnd dect ta vhe spurkes of the char. The door was again
closen, anel 1he medsum walked out irce in the remarkable
ume of seven seconils. le retrned into. the cabiret and
Wiz tell in at least twenry diticrent positions in about two
misutes.  The medinm was tiesl down to a chair and the
knats sealed with the private siznet of one of the audie_nce.
Yadr correspandent wis recuesied (0 go into the cabioet.
wheen | dul, when to my great surprise, the mediunt’s coat
was immediately plaved on e and oime on him,

My fiht wnist was now handcvlied to the medium’s ey
anel my Ivke (o his right ; we then entered the calrinet together,
aed in abwul ten seconds the handcuds fell o the mediunt,
Aadd vet he dul not move, neather aid | hear 2 sound.

4 2y were nexk placed on the medwm, locked with seven
.<ks, and the hamiculis ran through the chars, and both

o1 Ry hands were handcutied.  We thea searched the medi-
ury ai hes owa request, but not a key could we find.  We
tien jormend a circle anand him, but did not have to sit loag,
taf in nne minuie we heard handcuifs, locks, and chains fall
upon the #onr.  We carefuily examined them ail. but shey
were 2l unlocked and the mediuen free. | brought with me
. sniud iron ring, which | proposed for the medium to ask the
Sprts to place un his atm whale | held his hand. He con-
" senied ta make the inal, and in 1we minutes from the time 1
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