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1878: The End of an Era
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Its physics bankrupted, its excesses detailed by the Press, its proofs rejected repeatedly
by the Law, its theoretical objects appropriated and evacuated by Science, Spiritualism
experiences a decline, between 1878 and 1915, in Anglo-American culture, which —
after a “second flowering” from 1915 to 1925 — resumes.



The End of a&FE+ra a Flawed Business Model

These so-called Spiritualists who talk so much about the public workers having such an easy time
would not think of living on what the average Spiritualist lecturer and medium has to live on today.
There is no work in the world as hard to discharge, or as poorly paid, as that of a public worker in

Spiritualism.

Milton Baker, Spiritualist lecturer, in The Sunflower (April 11, 1908)

Spiritualism failed to sustain itself in part because its business model — lecture circuits,
journals, for-fee sittings — was flawed: [a] logistically expensive, [b] prone to hyper-
competition and the consequent production of excesses, and [c] difficult to scale,
particularly with sparse markets.

The work killed the workers, in too many cases: Foster and Slade, notably.

Its phenomenal excesses — especially full-form materialization, which ultimately wrecked
the movement — can be tied, directly, to Spiritualism’s flawed economics.

As can the numerous legal cases involving mediums and wills/inheritances, and other
kinds of financial flimflam.



The Beginning of ax¥xa a New Business Model

J. ALBERT BLISS.

HOW T0 BECOME

A MEDIUM

"IN YOUR OWN HOME.

IW!LL send you a 16-page l'nmphlet. containing full In-
structions, and & Bealed  Letter designating all your

phases of medlmmshlgl also & copyof The Riddle of the

' Amer!cau Splrltual ) nx. or the .08t Key Found, and a
sammoon yof *T N.D. C. AXE AND TRUE KEY-
STONE, " !

or ONLY ~ CEN N, In one or two-cent
stanps, Address J. L&) ALBERT BLISS, No, 474A
Broadway, Boston, Mass,
. Blackfoot's Magnetized Paper, to heal the sick, 10
rents per sheet, or 12 uheetu f;)g'l 0;1 Auast ot 7 shest
cents per sheet. or 7 &
Developing Paper 135t hoats

iw*

Banner of Light, January 1886

James A. Bliss (1847-1890), who did much to bring phenomenal Spiritualism into
disrepute in the US in the early 1880s, pioneered (imperfectly) a new business model
for the next generation of mages.

(As did “the spirit postmaster” J. V. Mansfield, and the by-letter psychometrists,
before him)

The novelty — mediums are made, not born.



The Beginning of &a¥ra a New Business Model
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UST ARRIVED-PACIFIC COABT ME-
a] diums, the Brockway family; seances on
uesday and Friday evenings; materianliza-
tion; independent music; trumpet speaking;
pictures and writing under strict test condi-
tions; private sittings daily; sealed questions
answered by independent slate writing; mag-
netic healing and development of latent pow-
ers; mediumship a specialty; consultation
free. Rooms, 417% K streel, my9-61*

Sacramento Record-Union, May 13, 1895

The idea of latent powers has been a feature of occult markets since 1830 or so.




Latent Powers: Let Your (Sexy, Effective) Soul Out
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A collection of commercially-minded occultists Pat Deveney has called the Twilight Mages
emerge in the later 1890s, to engineer, and serve, the latent powers market.



Latent Powers & Twilight Mages

The repertoire of powers promised by any occult discipline: foresight, healing
power, the control of self and others, sexual prowess, intellectual mastery,
material wealth.

In a word (their word): SULCCESS.

The mechanisms: mind, magnetism, attraction, vibration.

Synonyms: practical psychology, personal magnetism, personal influence, soul
development, self-mastery, self-unfoldment, self-attainment, suggestive
therapeutics, mastery of fate, mental science, [Surnamelisms galore.

A value proposition premised on: laCk

You can obtain what you perceive you lack.



Latent Powers & Twilight Mages

The Business Model (c. 1900)

Lessons, Readings & Devices
Backed by Authorities
And Institutions
Delivered Through the Mail
with Extensive Cross-Selling
Branding
Lead Generation and Lead Nurturance

Managed by Sophisticated Commercial Organizations



Latent Powers & Twilight Mages

What do you lack?




The Commercial Context (c. 1900)
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WELTMER,

" FIRST ASSISTART.
——

The Law of Life is Undeviating, It
operates whenever the terms by which
it acts have been complied with, re-
gardless of man's knowledge of its ex-
x_s(enre or his Knowledge of how it
operates —WELTMER.

 APRIL. 1901.

ADDRESS:

Weltmer School of Healing,

NEVADA, Mo.

1879: US mail reclassification act brings “legitimate”
periodicals into the most preferential postal rate
class. Ad content doubles in monthlies between 1880
and 1928; in weeklies, it increases by 27x
(Kielbowicz, 1995)

c. 1890: advertising brokerage operations emerge as
intermediaries, to enable advertisers to make
national and international ad purchases across
periodicals (and newspapers) without expertise

c. 1895 US postal inspectors begins aggressive
suppression attempts, using an 1872 law designed to
control lottery scams and “obscenity”

1902: American School of Magnetic Healing v.
McAnulty (187 US 94)

Sidney Weltmer’s Nevada, Missouri operation took in,
at its peak, more than $5000 a day in “absent healing
by vibration” fees, and employed 70 full-time typists

to manage the Weltmers’ outgoing correspondence.

The Nevada, MO post office’s volume was larger than
that of Springfield, MO — a city 10x Nevada’s size.



Elmer Sidney Prather | Prof. Elmer E. Knowles
(1872-1939)

“Elmer E. Knowles,” c. 1900 ~ Elmer Sidney Prather, c. 1920



Elmer Sidney Prather | Prof. Elmer E. Knowles
(1872-1939)

Noftice, Opera House Managers.

“ The show that has made millions laugh.’’

AMERICA’S FOREMOST
HYPNOTISTS.

THE KNOWLES

Presenting A. BEATRICE INOWI.BC. the Charming and Talented Lady in the most
wonderful perf ormlnoe ever the American st Nothing like it ever .mmmd

Positi mncnon of its kind in existence. Ten years of unin eﬂ'npted suc-
cess. New doan. & vy Poat-m. 80 Novel Ways of Advertising. Everything New.

Read 1 The Knowles drew more money than any other H tic attraction that ever ed our circuit.
- THE GREENWALL THEATRICA UIT CO.

Now booking week stands only. Get the best if you want money. Address
ELMER E. KNOWLES, Mg§r,., American Theatrical Exchange, 1358 Broadway, New York City, N. Y.

a4 4

“Elmer E. Knowles,” c. 1900 Elmer Sidney Prather, c. 1920




Elmer Sidney Prather (1872-1939)

e — One Week
LU estive Therapeutics
and flgggal Eleclrlcllyp Trealmenl

ST. LOUIS, MO, U. S. A, ) |
Be it knoien to all to whom thess presents shall come .
That 8. J. Pole ¥ i MEDICINE 1

having completed and creditably sustained the vequired examinations GIVES Y
i ht cotirse of tudy prascribed by tho proper oficers of I positively mean_what T WAL ::l\lu
0

e 8. Lot Sl 0 Sl s DM BN s, e PR .0 oo

is thereby entitlad 1o this Diploma, conferring the Degres o Cine "or  treatmett. 1 use
DOCTOR OF Sugyestive Thorapeutics. neither medicine nor  knife,

—~—— Signed and Sealed by the Principul on the tiventioth | What T have done for others : ;
BEAL day 'Z/' Sept., nineteen fiundred and seven. T can do for you. All T want is a chance to prove my statemeiitf
v g Geo, C. Pitzer, M, D. are true. 1 do this as an advertisement and to help those notab)

Principal § 1o pay.

LAME WALK. THE DEAF HEA
s el s%%m mnsz'l?gsnmoum.s OF WONDERFUL CURES

METROPOLITAN lNSTl’lEg’!E : OF SCIENCES

New York, N.'Y.,
To All to Whom This May Come, Greeting:

Be it lenown that S. J. POLE___ has completed the
Sull course of instruction proscribed by this mstitution in Hypnotism,
Suggestive Lherapentics, Scientific Magnstic Healing, Personal
Magnetism, and kindred sciences, embracing the use of Hypnotic
instruments, and upon examination is found rworthy of graduation
and is entitled to the highest honors of this institution whick are hereby
conferred. In Testimony Whereof, we Lave hereunto set our
hands and affized our seal on this the thirty-tirst day QfAuqnsl,
A. 1. 1907, al New Yorl: City in the State of New York, U. S. A.

! anyee
Dy el | it { e } John A. Scholz, Samuel 1, McICran, Sr.,
April 16,1011, President. i

. oAl Vics Prevident.
AT, . , | o ranact cuno I
CANGER .S RaD | Samuel H. McIKran, Sr., I, 8. Prather, e oer a3, [

Treasurer, Secrelary.

RHEUMATISM QURED IN
ONE TREATMENT.

Prof. S. J. Pole is a Graduate

Prof. Scharcot Institute of Science, Paris, France; Berlin Academy of Occult
Seience, Berlin, Germany; Royal College of Science, Bombay, India; Metro-
politun Tnstitute of Science, New_ York City; Los Angeles School of Suggest
ive ‘herapeutics, 1.0s Angeles, California, and many others.

120 South Sixteenth Street.
ton Store Building

I co
Detwoen day und night. [ conld not  wight. 1 hn

The Metropolitan Institute of Sciences was
an institutional authority, that granted
institutional authority.

D. S. T.s — Doctors of Suggestive Therapeutics
— and their Schools and Institutes were
plentiful, on the US occult landscape,
after 1900.

1905: Enters the mail-order occult business in NYC, using Knowles as a cut-
out, in partnership with E. T. McIntyre, whose interest in the Metropolitan
Institute of Science he acquires c. 1907.

1908: Founds Modern Science Publishing Co. in 1908, with the astrologer
(and serial murderer?) A. H. Postel, Reuben Swinburne Clymer and H.
Spencer Lewis (later, head of AMORC); Abby Prather edits Modern Miracles,
which publishes early Clymer and Lewis material. The Prathers share an
attorney with their main “rival,” Ewing Virgil Neal (1868-1949), head of a
Rochester, NY-based mail-order operation.

1909: After two fraud orders (both beaten) and an arrest for assault, the
Prathers migrate to England, and set up international mail order operations
in Kingsway and in Westminster Bridge Road: astrological readings, lessons
in personal magnetism, hypnotic devices, scrying mirrors, beauty aids,
dietary supplements (+$100,000/ year alone), New Thought lessons. US
corporations remain in operation. A. H. Postel joins the Prathers in London.

1911: Former English employee attempts blackmail; the scope of the
Prathers' operation revealed in the resulting UK court case. 100 clerks, each
paid roughly one pound a week; German correspondence alone @ 5000

letters per week.

1913-1920: Adds international operation in the Hague, Brussels and Paris;
new cut-outs (Professor Roxroy, Clay Burton Vance, C. Spargo)

¢.1925: Moves to France, buys chateau, opens international country club

1939: leaves 64,000 pound estate in England, multi-million dollar (gross)

estate, French country house and grounds, fleet of automobiles. etc.;
Prather’s US heirs divided $530,000 USD in 1943 (7.5M 2017 dollars/5.7M

2017 pounds)



The Method: A Clay Burton Vance Case Study

Free Character Readings
to All Readers Who

Write at Once

Professor Clay Burton Vance,
the Famous Parisian Occult
Scientist, Offers Free Advice
About Your Business Changes,
Occupation, Friends, Enemies,
or What to Do to Achieve
Success.

—_—

To foretell the past, present and fu- ||

ture events of the lives of the great

| masses of people is no small task, yet
| there seems to be no one more anxlous

Vance replied: [
“Just so sure
as the moong
has enough ef-p
fect on thel
great bodles o
water to make

— —
Clay Burton Vance was a Prather cut-out...
...like Professor Roxroy, C. Spargo, and (the once very real) A. H.
Postel (who has by 1910 moved on, to run the London branch of
the British Institute of Mental Science).

The USPS and others pursued these cut-outs, believing they
were real persons. Some, to this day, believe that.

http:/ / www.iapsop.com/lessons/1913_vance_complete.pdf



The Method: A Clay Burton Vance Case Study

Loiy
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A “progressively detailed readings” scheme, pioneered by A. H. Postel and H. Spencer Lewis.




The Method: A Clay Burton Vance Case Study

Cross-selling. Companies all Prather-controlled. Offers might include mix of occult and non-occult
products and services, depending on the mage-in-charge (e.g., jiu-jitsu lessons, cartilage stretcher,
eyesight restorer, cosmetics, nutritional supplements, occupational correspondence courses)



The Method: A Clay Burton Vance Case Study

Illustration No 1-II.

R — S
Exemplars exist in several languages Moysterious power revealed at last.... by Abby Prather, as demonstrator

Perhaps you’d be interested in the work of my colleague, Prof. Knowles....



The Method: A Clay Burton Vance Case Study

Illustration No 1-II.

R — S

Perhaps you’d be interested in the work of my colleague....



The Method: A Clay Burton Vance Case Study
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The Method: Elaborate Lesson Schemes

e LES The Complete System of Personal

System of Personal Influence and Healin g

Influence and Healing

ARG

Six Branches

Basic Principles: 33 lessons
Hypnosis, Telepathy, Personal
Magnetism: 44 lessons
Auto-Suggestion / Self-Treatment: 20
lessons
Magnetic Healing: 29 lessons
Character Reading (Physiognomy,
Phrenology, Chirology): 26 lessons
“Oriental Methods”: 29 lessons

181 lessons

“No Connection with the Supernatural”

| — S
From 1927 USPS fraud order file on Prather’s Psychology Foundation

All roads led to: lessons, devices or both.



The Method: Elaborate Lesson Schemes

ORIENTAL [HESS
M E T H O D S 1f-Treatment: 20

1S
g: 29 lessons

Hypnotlsm Telepa’thy
Concentration, Magnetic
Healing Magic and the

Wonders of the Orient

(Physiognomy,
)gy): 26 lessons
s”: 29 lessons

S\X/HMI RAMAYANDAS

(Hindoo Priest)

gt e g »ﬂ:‘:,’”‘«ii:’éﬁ?ﬁ,l‘"&“‘h 4 m with the

laws of paychu: phenomena.

ural”

’~ Issued by THENATIONALINSTITUTEOF SUENCES
All Rights Reserved.




The Method: Testimonials

cost me for the Readings for the next téfyears you to tike ail b

that you are quite well, and wishing you every success, I am, with mo cen
) GEORGE SCHI

Dext year

1915 — Postel testimonials

Others — attractive, articulate, authorities — lacked what I lack,
and found: success.



The Method: Money-Back Guarantees

dny purchaser of my Complete

luence and Healing by the
Correspondence Method and
e successfully fo practice
ling which I agree to
uction subject to the follo-

st honourably fry to master the
em. After thorough effort if the Ly
dvise me at two separate times ]
itional instruction, which

sful after complying with
| i ] entitled to receive (upon
| t ces) a refund in full of

~case of dissatisfaction,
within ten days from {

T — 3 e rr—
From 1927 USPS fraud order file on Prather’s Psychology Foundation

Safety for buyers. Prophylactic (to some extent) in case of postal inspection.



Lessons (that Teach) from the Twilight Mages

—

Value, for money.

P

The occult can be made to pay.
Practical occultism sells.
(Tell me about me,
teach me to be a more powerful, successful, me.)
Lack is lack. I need: personal magnetism, 2 inches of additional
height, improved eyesight, stamina and vim, a girlfriend and a

good job.

Institutional credentialing is key. Credential-granting institutes
are the new guarantors, the new authority.

Publications are for demand creation, not communication.

Cut-outs up front, clerks in the back room, brains
on the golf course. Proprietorships don’t work.

Use existing distribution networks, particularly for
sparse markets.

Don’t fight. Switch.
Operate in friendly geographies.

Execution tells the tale. Many Twilight Mages failed at mail-
order occultism, failed to avoid the Law, or both.



Coda: Open Secrets

Beyond the Prathers, the Segno-Neal-Clark-Adkin syndicate and Sydney Blanshard Flower...
Professor Zazra

DER SCHWARZE PROPHET!

Der Mann der Mysterien! Ein zuver- | Wenn Sie dio Ursachen so mancher
lassiger Wegwoiser, Gelohrter aller go- ltkrfoI§’ beizeiten gewulbt hiitten —
beimen Wissenschaften dor altigypti- | was fur Mihe und Entthuschungen hiit
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Carte ABTuALk‘.. Sic. Je vous donners

GRATUITEMENT use

LECTURE DE VOT!
connaltre mon suceds. . VIS aln 6o ety

mit Angabe Ihres Geburts-
datams (Stande, wenn Ih-
nen solche bekannt) anter
olnes mit Ihrer

im fernen Lande der Mysterien, besal | Adresso versehenen Kuverts. Siem

er schon als Kind dio besonders Gabe, nz nach Belicben 50 Pf. Briefmarken A PROFESSIONAL MAN WRITES: Delays are Dangerous. Prof. 7. B. ZAZR S0 NEW BORWD St.,
fcksal anderer Nenlemen zu or- rgend olm-n Landes belfogen far N Write at onee LD LOKDRES, W.

griinden, — schon durch Be- und Schreibgebihren, You Astonlsh d

ribren der Sachen, welche von den Allo Briefe missen mit 20- Pf.-Marke PROF. N. ZAZRA, Uniipteflectust éccic ‘VOTBE: SOIEIION

Betreffenden getragen worden waron. | frankiert soin. 500 Now. BooA™ Steest

Prof.ZAZRA, 9o, New Bond Street, London W.,Engl. 2. and Help. e SURPASSE er SECOURT

S

———————

LIBRE DE
_GASTO

Pros ZAERA, 0 e Dok Wy

Asnri’ﬁ'ii"A"’V'iwunA
ME—————— | — N

Arthur Edward Tapner | Arthur Drew-Clifton | Stanley Bruce (1871-c¢1930)
Chief Mystic of the Hindoo School of Protection
1907-1912 (US, UK, Europe), 1920-c1930 (Africa, Asia, UK)



Coda: Open Secrets

Beyond the Prathers, the Segno-Neal-Clark-Adkin syndicate and Sydney Blanshard Flower...
O Hashnu Hara

FROM THE
PLANETARY HoURS. 511CC€55 and
0O HASHNU HARA WINGS

ABSOLUTELY NEW INVENTION.

N

S

The Road to Success, 350 cents.

+ Teaches the laws governing the practice of Anto® Dial or Wheel — T R U T H
. k] .

Suggestion,
Practical ﬂ”noﬁhm. 50 cents, Showing the Planets governing each hour A Monthly Journal devoted to . .
A Practical Manual clearly teaching eighteen dif- of the day and night for every day of the
{erent methods of inducing Mesmerism and Hypno- week.
18m. .

The time when to begin new work.

Coac:‘l:t:::l‘?:m ?mll d‘(l:ll.n rlllcnlronont of Persone The effect people and events may be expected

Do you want to get on in life? ;
Join the “ SUCCESS ™ Circle!

to take upon your life.
One of the most lucid, original and complete

series of letters on the difficult subjects of Mental -

and Splritual Concentration yet published.

Do you want to make Money?
Join the “SUCCESS” Circle !

Practical Psychometry: Its Value and How it To gain SUCCESS take TIME by the forelock

SEND FOR PARTICULARS. o

is Mastered. 350 cents. : when TIME is inclined to SMILE on you!
O Hashnu Hara's latest work. Puablished Febru-
ary, 1906, »
,r."l’..‘l Nl" inl“. Post freC. 10 cents, Paper, price 1s. 6d. post free ; mounted on cloth, 25, 6d. post free. ° 6d- ”Onthly,
ractical Hints upon a Natural Diet. prlce . 6id. Post free.
’:,:i‘.ncm. snccm Thf.“h n'n“l A“"mon' Send year and date :)l Ibi.rlh and 1 wl:l adjust the hours to suit your 5/- per Annum.
A Pocket Guide to the successful application -of _
S?igwtlo?n‘ a[\d the Power of Mind to the Control PusuisHeo sy E. MARSH STILES,
;’um'iizgfn’;a(s(;?c‘lt:gn" with practical Rules to en- O HASHNU HARA, 12, St. Stephen's Mansions, Westminster, S.W. 12, ST. STEPHEN'S MANSIONS. S.W.
- — ¥ .
Lessons Devices (Demand-Creation) Journals

Ethel Marsh-Stiles | O Hashnu Hara (1878-1956)

Her works are in circulation today in ‘New Age’ communities



Coda: Open Secrets

HYPNOTISM

Would you possess that strange mys-
terious power which charms and fas-
cinates men and women, influences their
thonzhts, controls their desires and

supreme master of every situation?
Lifo is fnll of ulluring possibilities for those who
master the secrets of hypnotic influence; for those
who develop their magnetic powers. You can
learn at home, cure diseases and bad habits with-
out drugs, win the friendship and love of others, increase your income, gratify your ambi-

tions, drive worry and trouble from your mind, improve your memory, overcome domestic
difficulties, give the most thrilling entertainment ever witnessed and develop a wonderfully
magnetic will power that will enable you to overcome all obstacles to your success.

erinz Qur free book tells you

ul hlmencuy you can use this power to
better your condition in life. It is cnthnsintiully endorsed by ministers of the gospel, law-
doctors, business

society women. It benefits It costs Wi
pot everybody. nothing. We
. (Use a letter with a 5-cent stamp.)

Sage Institute, Dept. 602H, Rue de I’ Isly, 9, Paris VIII, France

Occult Digest, November 1927

Well before the close of 1927, Ewing Virgil Neal had become, in the eyes of the world, the
head of the (significant, international) Tokalon cosmetics empire, catering for a particular
kind of lack, worldwide.

At the same time, Xenophon Lamotte Sage was alive, well, and selling mail-order lessons to
all those who lacked mastery of the secrets of hypnotic influence.

Which one is the cut-out?



Swami Ramayandas wishes you: success.



